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Gen. Johnson and Radio | 


Gen. Hugh Johnson has created an embarrassed silence that will 
probably embarrass him hereafter. This is the result of his injection 
on Election eve of the Jewish race and his unflattering mimicry over 
WOR, New York, of Yiddish dialect. With the exceptions of the Daily 
News and PM, no New York newspaper referred to this faux pas on 
Election Day, but the next day his paper, the N. Y. World-Telegram, 
carried a fullface box on page two disclaiming any responsibility for 
the radio remarks of its columnist. 

Johnson on Thursday (7) said he was ‘astounded that part of a radio 
speech by me was regarded as anti-Semitic. ..@ He then went on to 
praise Jews as loyal citizens and lovers of peace. He also included let- 
ters from Bernard Baruch and Sol A. Rosenblatt, counsel for the Demo- 
cratic National Committee. 

The embarrassed silence definitely will have one result. Johnson 
will be on the ‘be careful’ list of radio stations hereafter, along with 
the padre of Royal Oak. Several affiliates have already told their net- > 
works that ‘Johnson is too risky’. 


Music Publishers Bitter at G. W. Hill: 
Call Him ‘Too Quick on the Trigger’ 




















| . ° 
Dropping off Lucky Strike of Charlie Kunz Denies 
‘Happy Days Are Here Again’ as| 
the themer for its Hit Parade (CBS) | 


EMBRACING ALL 
MILITARY PHASES 


Films Range from Conscrip- 
tion and National Defense 
to U. S. Flyers with the 
RAF—Adventure and Ac- 
tioners the General Key- 
note 





SUDDEN UPSURGE 





Tipoff on the type of pictures 
America next will find flooding its 
screens is offered by a gander at 


titles to which major companies are | 


laying claim for future productions. 
Tags for 36 different films dealing 
with conscription, flying and other 
phases of war and defense have been 
staked out during the past 30 days. 

There’s every reason to believe, 
of course, that nothing more than a 
title and an idea exist for most of 





entails a loss of $100 a week to the | 
publishing firm of Ager, Yellen &| 
Bornstein. That’s the amount that 
American Tobacco has been paying 
this publisher for years so that it 
can have the exclusive rights to the 
number as a theme song. Move was 
in line with the networks’ request 
that commercials adopt non-ASCAP 
themers in preparation for a break 
with ASCAP Jan. 1. 

American Tobacco’s readiness to 
conform with the networks’ wishes 
has produced no little bitterness 
within music publishing circles. 
George Washington Hill, they point 
out, has made no move to divest | 
himself of the wealth of fresh ma-| 
terial that the industry makes avail-| 
able to him weekly at a compara-| 
tively insignificant cost but when it 
comes to saving himself $100 by 
changing themers he’s extraordi- 
harily quick on the trigger. 





|manager down ta the press boys 


Espionage Via nes these pictures and that half or more 


London, Nov. 12. will never be made, It, nevertheless, 


Charlie Kunz, doing a keyboard, is a strong indication of the channel | 


specialty in vaude, had to send his (Continued on page 29) 





pleading for published denial 


of | e e 
rumor tagging him a spy. ‘Bing Crosby Talks of Air 
Story circulated was that Kunz . 

sent secret messages over the ether Retirement But Agency 
via piano code when his act broa ry ” 

cast. Stunt is exactly that repre- D A W lk 
sented by comedian George Formby | iscounts hy a out 
in a recent film. -- 





Bing Crosby goes back on the 
i\Kraft program (NBC-red) tomorrow 


~ 
j & night (Thursday) and the J. Walter 
THEATRE LOV Thompson agency figures that he 
will go on being there after the first 
jof the year although Crosby con- 
SEATS VERY tinues to talk about getting out of 


his contract with the agency and 
quitting radio altogether. Crosby 


|states that he has no intention of | 


\taking another commercial. All he 
iwants to do is to take it easy for a 
|}year or two. 


At no time, it was pointed out by | 


Willkie Yearns for 


a Good Radio 


Crossley; F DR’s 38.7 a New High 





Robeson Favors Seattle; 


‘More Free of Prejudice 


Seattle, Nov. 12. 
Paul Robeson, Negro baritone, 
here for an appearance at the Uni- 
versity of Washington, says the 
Robesons will move from New York 
to Seattle, to permit Paul, Jr., aged 
13, to attend the public schools here. 
He likes chances for ‘an American 
education’ in this city which he says 

is ‘more free of racial prejudice.’ 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 
IN NOVEMBER 
ON BWAY 


Saturday night (9) along Broad- 
lway was comparable to New Year’s 
| eve, with legit boxoffices and agencies 
iselling all tickets on hand. Upturn, 
|which followed a weak first three 
days in theatres directly attributed 
ito the Presidential election, was ex- 
| plained by an influx of visitors ar- 
riving in town for the weekend that 
terminated Monday (11), Armistice 
| Day. 


bd 











That holiday is growing in im- | 


portance yearly, but managers as a 
whole have not considered it for 
purposes of an extra matinee. Some 
showmen accepted the suggestion 
(Continued on page 63) 


ACTRESS BITES AGENT 


Carole Lombard’s 10% Commission 
Joker in Selznick Pact 








Hollywood, Nov. 12. 








+> 





Wendell Willkie, who announced 
on a broadcast Monday night (11) 
over all major networks that he in- 
tends continuing as leader of a 
‘minority opnosition’ to the New 
Deal, will undergo an _ intensive 
tutoring on microphone technique. 
He intends getting coaching from 
several top radio performers, con- 
tinuing for at least six months. 

Defeated Republican presidential 
candidate has not indicated whether 
he intends running for any public 
office, but according to several con- 
fidants in show business, he is con- 
vinced that his faulty radio delivery 
cost him many votes in the recent 
election and he is determined to cor- 
jrect the fault. 

President’s Record 
President Roosevelt during the re- 
cent political campaign not only set 
la new high in ratings for political 
|broadcasts but* the Co-operative 
|Analysis of Broadcasting figures 
|show that his speeches drew far 
|greater audiences this time than they 
| did in the 1936 campaign. The Pres- 
'ident’s top ‘rating in this campaign 
(Continued on page 58) 
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‘Steinway Scion Gives 


| Credit to Radio As An 
Aid to ’40 Piano Sales 


As ae 


St. Louis, Nov. 12. 

That the radio is making people 
more music conscious with the result 
that 135,000 of the instruments will 
be manufactured in the U. S. this 
year was the assertion made here 
|last week by William R. Steinway, 
{European manager of Steinway & 
Sons, who paused here on a nation- 
| wide business trek. In comment- 
ing on the piano output this year 
Steinway pointed out that only 37,000 
were made in the U. S. in 1933, the 
worst year in the history of piano 


} 

| — ithe Thompson agency yesterday} Catyvle Lombard apparently went | manufacturing. 

"J | (Tuesday ) has Crosby directly sug-/|to a lot of trouble to prove no one A member of the third generation 
Paleys of CBS Learned | Milwaukee, nk a. (Continued on page 61) in Hollywood reads the contracts he of fhe family that has been manu- 

‘Love seats wherein ardent ae) a NEE igns—but it was worth it. Her | facturing pianos for 87 vert Stein- 

couples can cuddle and coo to their }agent, Myron Selznick, was ablaze way said the Germans had bombed 


Spanish As an Asset 


hearts’ content while watching (at MAYO BROS AGAIN NIX 


when Miss Lombard disclosed today 


Steinway Hall in London’s Mayfair 


A . intervals) the picture screen in front (Tuesday) that by the terms of the district afid not an unbroken window 
nd Curtsey to Latins of them are the newest thing in seat- | BID FOR FILM BIOG pact he signed with her he was to remained. 
ing arrangements in this territory, | pay her the 10%. tinnnpieaiimamedaaalaneith 





William §S. Paley and his wife 
Spent two hours a day for the past 
six months learning to speak Span- 
‘sh so that they would have the 
lingo handy when they made that 
ong-intended tour of South America. 

e Paleys started that tour Thurs- 
day (7) along with Paul White, CBS 
Public and news events director, and 
Edmund Chester, director of foreign 
Toadcasts, 


It’s all being done by transport 


Plane and the party will be back | 


Just before Christmas. 

The Paleys’ effort in acquiring a 
working knowledge of Spanish will 
Probably score a hit with Latins who 
make little effort to hide their im- 
Patience that most Yankees never 
Pay them this compliment. 


and they’re clicking. The novelty | 
made its first local appearance this | 
| past week in the remodeled Tosa 
theatre, which has been leased from 
(Continued on page 62) 


Gert Stein It Certainly 
| Is on Duchess Windsor 


— —— 


Overtures recently made by RKO 
{to the Mayo Clinic for a film biog 
lof the famed brothers and their 
Minnesota establishment have been 
turned down. RKO was told it was 
impossible, just as Paramount. Sam- 
uel Goldwyn and Warner Bros. have 
been informed in the past. 

Nix is a result of medical ethics, 
which would class the film as pub- 
F licity and advertising, both tabu. 
Gertrude Stein’s new book, ‘Ida,’ | Mayo Clinic is a private affair and 
| which will be published in Febru-|every doctor in the country would 
| ary, will have an unusual blurb on |squawk, it is feared, should it be 
| its jacket flaps. Written personally | blugged in a film. 
by the publisher, Bennett Cerf | RKO had a story tentatively lined 
(Random House), it will announce | up under either the tag ‘Dr. Will 
'that he doesn’t 

(Continued on page 62) 





— 





| Mayos,’ 


Revelation came forth at an arbi- 
tration hearing on Miss Lombard’s 
petition to void her tie with Selz- 
nick. She claimed improper repre- 
sentation, citing her contract as proof 
that Selznick doesn’t read what he 
signs. Lead sentences in the contract 
she had drawn up were similar to 
| those in the standard form, with the 
|joker inserted in the later para- 
| graphs, 








AMOS ’N’ ANDY’S 3,500TH 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

| Amos ’n’ Andy will air their 3,500th 

| episode on Friday (15). 

| They pass the 700th week with the 





‘understand a single |and Dr. Charlie’ or ‘Then Came the | succession broken by only one brief 


summer layoff. . 


dotiee fala: Mo. 1 bank 
Fan, Dies In Mason City 





Mason City, Ia., Nov. 12. 

Arthur L. Rule, 64, died at his 
home here Nov. 4 of heart disease. 
Rule could aptly be termed Amer- 
ica’s No. 1 playgoer, for he traveled 
ithroughout the country to eye the 
| best in legit stage shows. In his 
|Mason City home for the past 30 
years he entertained the stage greats 
of three decades who were in town 
appearing at the Cecil theatre. 

He was known to most players of 
prominence and numbered among 
' (Continued on page 61) 


: 
‘ 
; 
: 
; 
‘ 
4 
4 
' 











2 MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 13, 1949 





‘Tf You Can't Abuse ‘Em, Use ‘Em, 
So H’'wood Makes Pix About Radio 





a 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Old Man Tallyrand, 
world’s slickest diplomats, said in 
effect: ‘If you aren’t strong enough 
to abuse the enemy, use him.’ The 
motion picture industry has ceased 
to abuse radio and is using it as a 
background for a score of films, and 
more to come, 

Practically every major studio is 
producing or preparing features 
dealing wholly or in part with 
broadcasting. Some of them are 
built entirely around the micro- 
phone, and there is no answering 
kickback from the exhibitors, who 
used to protest against the inroads 
of the ether programs on the film 
business. 


Paramount leads the studios in the 
use of radio backgrounds for the 
screen, with six features of that na- 
ture completed, in production or in 
preparation. ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ 
the Jack Benny-Fred Allen starrer, 

(Continued on page 56) 


Muscle Men 
For Juke Boxes 


Annoy Mayor 








St. Louis, Nov. 12. 
Juke boxes will be barred in East 
St. Louis, across the Mississippi from 
here, by Hizzoner John T. Connors if 


rival distributors of the machines | 


don’t cut out the rough house stuff 
recently displayed in their anxiety 
to place the coin makers in choice 
spots in the burg. Numerous com- 
plaints of strong-arm tactics have 


reached the city’s chief executive | 


and have irked him no little. The 


prop. of a tavern beefed that a juke | 


box was tossed out of his second- 
story window by muscle men be- 
cause a rival distributor had installed 
it. Several others have squawked 
about threats of physical violence. 


Hizzoner declared ‘this racketeer- | 


ing must stop. It can’t continue if 


the phonographs are to continue. It’s | 


up to everyone to keep the peace.’ 
Connors also said that fortissimo 
music that disturbs residents near 
clubs and taverns also must be toned 
down or else. 


Ed Sullivan Fulfilling 
H’ wood Yen; Returning 
As Trade Daily Editor 


Ed Sullivan, recently repatriated 
Broadway columnist of the N. Y. 
Daily News, has decided, as has his 
wife (Sylvia) that they love Holly- 
wood more, and for that reason are 
returning to the Coast next Wednes- 
day (20). Sullivan, following a 
three-year stint covering the film 
capital for the News, yenned to come 
back to Broadway, which resulted in 


(Continued on page 24) 











Godfrey Tearle Quits 


As British Equity Prez, 


London, Oct. 29. 
British Equity lost its president, 
Godfrey Tearle, when thesps union 


affiliated with Trades Union Con- 
gress. Resignation of Tearle saw 
election of Lewis Casson to prexy 


berth to fill out unexpired term. 

Nicholas Hannen also _ stepped 
down from the Council as result of 
Equity going to bat for Sunday 
opening of legit. 


Berlins Cruising 








Irving and Ellen Berlin embarked 
on a West Indies cruise Saturday 


(9) from New York, accompanied by | 


their writer-friend, Alice Duer Mil- 
ler. Gloria Swanson and Alexander 
Woolcott are also aboard. 

Will be partially recreation, espe- 
cially in view of Mrs. Berlin’s 
strenuous campaigning for President 


Roosevelt, but the songsmith is tak- | 


ing his portable piano and will do 
some work en route. 


one of the} 


Wrong Numbers? 





Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Study of draft numbers here 
reveals a curious situation that 
has the town scratching its head. 

Early mumbers almost all 
seem to be held by film men 
married or with other depend- 
ents, while most of the eligibles 
are down at the bottom of the 
list. 








‘They're in the Army 
| Now; No Fanfare As 
‘H’wood’s Own’ Marches 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 


Film industry's first organized con- | 
tingent to join the national defense 
| program for a year of active service 
shoved off for San Diego without a 
sign of Hollywood’s customary show- 
manship. Commanded by Major 
W.S. Van Dyke, II, with Capt. James 
Roosevelt as adjutant, the 22d Ba- 
ttalion, U. S. Marine Corps Reserves, 
entrained quietly in the early morn- 
ing at the old Santa Fe station. Bid- 
| ding them farewell were a group of 
|relatives, three newspaper camera- 





men and one newsreel outfit. There 
was no public demonstration. 
| Outfit, known as ‘Hollywood’s 


| Own,’ consists of more than 300 men, 





| many of whom left lucrative jobs in 
| the studios in response to the Presi- | 
dent’s call to prepare for national | 
protection. Among the filmites are 
Joel T. Ashley, Ear] N. Kennedy, 
(Continued on page 56) 


33-Year-Old Minn. Gov. 
_ May Become Fiim Theme 








Picture based on the life of Gov- 
ernor Harold A. Stassen of Minne- 
sota is being mulled by Walter Wan- 
ger. Producer has had a member of 
| his staff studying biographical mate- 
| rial on the guv and taken other steps 
|indicating his interest, although 
nothing definite has been set. 
| Stassen, at 33, is the country’s 
youngest chief state exec and has 
been a prominent political figure in 
the midwest. He shot into particular 
limelight during the Republican con- 
| vention last spring wher he made 
|the keynote speech. 
Next on Wanger slate is a yarn 
| about the Eagle Squadron of Ameri- 
can aviators in Britain. It’s in the 
| scripting stage. With the readying 
|}of production, Clarence Erickson, 
Wanger business manager, trained on 
Saturday (9) for the Coast from 
|New York. He had been east about 
three months, aiding Harry Kosiner, 
eastern rep, in launching campaigns 
on ‘Foreign Correspondent’ and 
‘Long Voyage Home.’ 


| 








GIVE BARRY WOOD THE BiZ 


Ezra 





Stone, Lyn Murray Frame 


Singer in Providence 





Ezra Stone and Lyn Murray, re- 
turning from Boston together last | 
week, stopped off to catch Barry 
Wood’s act in the vaude show at the 
Metropolitan, Providence. Pair ar- 
ranged with the management to oc- 
cupy two firstrow seats and they 
amused the audience and heckled 
the singer by reading newspapers 
and yawning loudly during his turn. 

However, Wood finally recognized 
them behind the newspapers and 
Switched the laugh by getting them 
onstage, introducing them to the 
audience and inviting them to do an 
act. 
| Stone and Murray were separately 
|visiting Boston and ran into each 
|other at the final performance of 
|‘The White Hairea Boy,’ which 
| George Abbott was $rying-out there. | 





| Kattweie OK’d Into U.S. 


Oscar Karlweis, who was featured | 
in the German film, ‘Two Hearts in 
Three-Quarter Time,’ has arrived in 
|New York after a lengthy stay on 
Ellis Island. A refugee, he was de- 
tained while his papers and connec- 
tions were checked. 

In addition to his film work, he) 
owned the Impesatrice, a top social- | 
ite nitery in Pars, 


| 
‘ 


N.Y. Critics’ Muggs Will 
Drape Algonquin Lobby 





Photographs of reviewers belong- 
ing to the Critics Circle are to be 
hung in the lobby of the Algonquin, 
New York, Friday (15) by Frank 
Case, who operates the hotel, used 
by scribes for their meetings. There 
are 17 in the Circle, but only 11 pic- 
tures will be ‘unveiled’ For one 
reason or another, the others ducked 
having their muggs snapped, but 
eventually all will be represented, it 
is expected. Among the missing is 
the photo of Joseph Wood Krutch 
(Nation), the group’s new president, 
also Walter Winchell. 

Pictures were taken by the Ralph 


|Oggiano studio, with a third dimen- 


sional lighting effect. Those whose 
faces will be shown: Brooks Atkin- 
son (Times), Richard Watts (Herald 
Tribune), Burns Mantle (News), 
John Anderson (Journal-American), 
John Mason Brown (Post), Richard 
Lockridge (Sun), Sidney Whipple 
(World-Telegram), Louis Kronen- 
berger (PM), Arthur Pollack 
(Eagle), Kelcey Allen (Women’s 
Wear), George Jean Nathan (Es- 
quire, etc.). 


Walt O'Keefe In 
Switch to New 





Deal for ‘Unity’ 


Like most comedians who writhe | 





at not playing Hamlet, 
O'Keefe, the radio wise- 


inwardly 
Walter 


serious—and he is bent on doing it, 
he told reporters at LaGuardia Field, | 
New York, on Thursday (7). 

O’Keefe did a double flip-flop 


| from the Wendell L. Willkie camp, | 
| in which he was chief tonsil doctor 


for the hoarse-throated leader of the | 
G.O.P. forces, and is now hobnob- 
bing with the New Deal, it became | 
known when he landed at the air- | 
port on an Eastern Air Lines plane. 

Aboard the same ship was Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and reporters | 
concentrated first on her, with how- 





Billy Rese Will Tour 


Ballparks With Aquacade 


Rose and his 
currently 


Billy 
Blair, 





(Continued on page 63) 


| 





their wives in Miami, have set with | 


the City of Miami for an Aquacade 
there during the winter of 1941-42. 
Meantime, Rose’s staff is lining up a 
ballpark circuit for next summer to | 
play his water spec on tour, utilizing 
two 200-foot-long tanks as the stages, 


alternately, for purposes of speed 
and tempo. 
Fose’s ‘quartercade’ idea (25c 


|admish) for Broadway is still pend- 


ing. The Gay Blades (ice rink) may 
house it, but another site may be 
chosen, depending on terms, capacity, 


etc, } 


| 
Readying ‘Orchid’ as Play 


oo —— 


| 





Group which produced the Broad- | 
way play, ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ includ- | 
ing Al Lewis, Dr. Milton Bender and 
Vinton Freedley, has another show 
on slate. It’s ‘Carnival,’ an 
adaptation by Robert Nathan of his 
own novel, ‘The Orchid.’ 

Script is now being worked on and 
production will start shortly. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Harry Brand. 
Pat Casey. 

Harry Cohn. 

Ted Collins. 

Carson Kanin, 
Helen Jerome. 
Kenneth MacKenna. 
B. G. de Sylva. 
James Rennie. 
Kate Smith. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed. Sullivan. 
Harold N. Swanson, 
Bob Welch. 

John Wexley. 


SAILINGS 


Nov. 11 (New York to Lisbon), 
George Lait (Atlantic Clipper). 

Nov. 9 (West Indies cruise), Mr. 
and Mrs. Irving Berlin, Gloria Swan- 
son, Alice Duer Miller, Alexander | 
Woollcott (America), 


its 








| here in a covered wagon. 
g.m., Nicky | 
vacationing with | 





$$ 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 








PHF +eeeeeesy 
Hollywood, Noy. 12, 


Realize after being here a week what a big task I have before me, | 
have two swimming pools and a brother to keep filled. 


Asked Hedda Hopper if she read my column. 


She said, ‘Yes—does it 


cost you much each week to get it printed?’ I wonder what she meant? 
(Maybe it just proves that you can’t get aheada’ Hopper. Wow!) 


Went to the racetrack with Bing Crosby and got home very late. 


Bing 


wouldn't leave the track until his horse came in. 
Since the draft there are other fellows out here besides Nelson Eddy 


wearing uniforms, 


Got to be awfully careful about signing autographs. 


a young fellow my autograph I got 


Got my nephew a job as an elevator operator at Bullock's. 
Tomorrow he makes his first solo flight. 


nervous. 
Breadway Dep't. 


Last time I gave 
the Ladies’ Home Journal far a year 
He's very 


(by pony express) 


"Tis of Thee’ opened and closed in a hurry because the show was un. 


audience. 


so he can sponge on his friends. 


match kept the outfit conservative. 





balanced. There were more people on the stage than there were in the 


Helen Craig's performance as the deaf mute in ‘Johnny Belinda’ proves 
that some of the greatest dialog is thought and not spoken. 

Barbara Bannister, the Smithfield ham heiress, is very ritzy. She won't 
eat horse-radish unless she puts on a riding habit. 

A Broadway character is getting a job as a rubber at the Luxor Baths 


In front of Lindy’s Morey Amsterdam tells Frankie Hyers not to use-a 
certain gag, insisting that he (Morey) made it up. Hyers replies, ‘If you 
made it up, then you must have been a very clever baby.’ 2 

My mother was terribly disappointed in the Auto Show—no samples. 

Hollywoodiana 


Dreamed last night I was holding Ann Sheridan in my arms and kissing 
her—when along came Will Hays and hollered, ‘Cut!’. 

If Hollywood keeps on turning out good pictures, pretty soon the movie- 
goers will be buying their own dishes. 

At the Brown Derby, saw Dick Powell with Joan Blondell, Bob Hope 
with Dolores Reade, Arthur Hornbiow, Jr., with Myrna Loy—and Charlie 
McCarthy with Constance Bennett’s hall tree. 

Orson Welles ankling along Hollywood Blvd. wearing a pink beret, green 
shirt, purple trousers and orange tie, but his black shoes with laces to 


Music Dep't. 
Phil Harris at the Wilshire Bowl] proves his versatility. 


He can watch 


the show, lead the band—and figure out a three-horse parley at the same 


time. 


Artie Shaw, the mathematical] maestro, has a new idea for a band—4§$ 


‘eracker, yearns to do something | fddles and a police whistle. 


Bern Oakland, Milton Drake and myself are now busy writing a tune 
called ‘Everybody Loves My Baby But My Baby Doesn’t Love Everybody 


| Because She Doesn’t Know Everybody’. 


Radio Dep't. 
Ai Pearce, the Cameloon, has a swimming pool so large he has a light- 


| house in the center of it 


Fannie Brice has been deing Baby Snooks so long she dreamt last night 


that Jessel proposed to her. 


Hangnail Descriptiens 


Judy Canova: You must have been a Beautiful Baby. 
Jack Bermny: 


Only one to a costumer. 
man: The Mark of Borro. 


Tyrone Power: 
Design for Livingston. Henny Young- 


Tony Martin: Oh Faye can you see. 


Observation Dep't. 
Movies are the cause of women leaving dishes in the sink to go to the 


| shave. 
Medical Journal. 


movies to win more dishes to leave in the sink. 

A prominent producer here puts his heart in all his pictures. 
| she’s been in the last three he’s produced. 
My part in ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’ already has more cuts than a 10c 
When the picture’s released I'Jl probably get four stars in the 


In fact, 


Eavesdropped at Bill Jordan’s Bar of Music: ‘She says her family came 


wagon was covered.’ 


If you saw her family—you'd know why the 


Eavesdropped at Slapsy Maxie’s: ‘If he ever went to a mind reader she'd 


charge him half price.’ 


Since coming to Hollywood my mother has proven herself the old- 


fashioned type whg loves to sit in front of a spinning wheel. 
| she won $50 on the red. 


Whatever Became ef. 


Maurice Diamond & Girlie 
Burns & Kissen 
The American Ace 


Last night 


? 





Jane & Katherine Lee 
Corinne & Dick Himber 
Lowe, Feeley & Stella 


Afterpiece 
Hollywood—where a girl signs up with Fox, meets a wolf and winds up 


with a mink, 


Slapsy’s Florida Pitch | 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Maxie Rosenbloom and his part- 
ner, Sammy Lewis, are dickering for 
a night spot in Miami to be operated 
for three months in the winter. Idea 
is to close the Hollywood nitery from 
Jan. 1 to April 1 and move the whole 
crew to Florida. 

George Raft is said to be financi- 
ally interested. 





L. A. to N. Y. 
Arnold Belgard. 
Edna Best. 

Betty Field. 

Tom Harrington. 
Jed Harris. 

Henry Jaffe. 
Sandra Jolley. 
Dan Kelly. 

Henry Koster. 
Jesse L. Lasky. 
Dick Marvin. 
Gladys Mensh. 
Lewis Milestone. 
Dorothy Petersen. 
Irene Rich. 

Robert Riskin. 
Louise Rousseau. ‘ 
Norma Shearer. 
Gale Sondergaard. 
Harry Stafford. 
Donald Thornburgh. 
Terry Turner. 
Forrest Tucker. 
John Van Druten. 
Lewis Ailen Weiss. 


MET NEEDS A 


STRONG TENOR 


Disclosure of the prospectus of the 
Metropolitan Opera Assn. of N. Y. 
| Friday (8), showed that the company 
has dropped several who 
were on last year’s roster. 

Among the prominent members of 
the company during the past season 
who will no longer be there, ar 
Jan Kiepura, tenor; Rosa Tentoni, 
soprano; Max Altglass, tenor, Eyvind 
Laholm, tenor; Giordano Paltr!net, 
tenor; Erich Witte, tenor; Herman 
Wiedemann, baritone, and Douglas 
Beattie, bass. No new names other 
than those announced previously 
were listed, although company offi- 
cials declared that contracts with 
two other stars were in the making. 

It is understood that the Italian 
tenor, Galliano Masini, who sang @t 
the Met two years ago, has rejected 
the organization’s offer of $850 a pet 
formance with a guarantee of 15 per- 
formances. This will necessitate S€- 
curing a first-class tenor capable of 
singing dramatic and spinto roles, & 
the only two available who are 
drawing cards are the veteran Ma'- 








sings 
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. tinelli, and Jussi Bjoerling. 
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Avent Dennis Scanlan Nicks Sonja 
Henie for $77,113 On Commish Suit 





Dennis H., Scanlon was adjudged 
completely victorious yesterday 
(Tues.) in his commission fight 
against Sonja Henie, when a N. Y. 
supreme court jury returned a sealed 
yerdict awarding him $77,113, inclu- 
sive of interest, against the actress. 
Scanlan had claimed to be responsi- 
ble for the skater’s contract with 
20th Century-Fox Film, and had 
sued under an oral contract grant- 
ing him 20% of her earnings, minus 
whatever amount her agent, Orsatti 
& Co., was to receive. 

The original complaint sought $92,- 
000 based on the assumption that 
Orsatti had received 5% of her earn- 
ings, but it was disclosed during the 
week’s trial in N. Y. supreme court 
before Justice Aaron Steuer, that 
Orsatti had recived 5% on her first 
picture and 10% thereafter. 


Total award was $67,614, balance 
being interest. Miss Henie’s at- 
torney immediately announced in- 
tention of appealing. Plaintiff's at- 
torney declared that should the de- 
cision be upheld by the Appellate 
Division it would also mean that the 
actress would have to give Scanlan 
a percentage of her future earnings 
in pictures, no matter for whom she 
made them. As Miss Henie has one 
more to do for 20th-Fox at $135,000, 
this would give Scanlan about $13,- 
500 more to count on in the imme- 
diate future. 

During the week many witnesses 
pro and con, with Joseph H. Mosk- 
owitz, eastern representative of 

(Continued on page 58) 


ABBOTT AND COSTELLO 





REENACT LAGUARDIA 





Detroit, Nov. 12. 
It mav be a $350,000 damage suit 
against Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia 
but it is just a gag to Abbott and 


Costello. In Detroit for a personal 
appearance at the Michigan the pair | 
recalled that the suit was filed 


against the New York mayor for | the stage. 





Typed 


Ann Corio, who did a stint in 
the strawhats during the sum- 
mer and garnered a load of east- 
ern publicity, reports from St. 
Louis: ‘Out here they don’t know 
what I’m talking about when I 
precede my strip by singing ‘I 
Was a Hit in Legit’.’ 

‘I think,’ she observes, ‘the 
public prefers me to show my 
lines, not read ’em.’ 


New Find Peps 
Shubert Musical 
Stock In Detroit 


J. J. Shubert’s venture at the 
Wilson, Detroit, aimed to be the 
hub for musical stock, did not close 
Saturday (9) as expected. ‘Blossom 
Time,’ the third presentation, was 
hypoed by the introduction of Bar- 
bara Scully, 17-year-old warbler, 
who is regarded to be a find and is 
referred to as another’ Trentini. 
‘Blossom’ is holding over this week 
with Miss Scully, who stepped into 
the cast Saturday, the top being re- 
duced to $1.10. She replaced Marie 
Nash. 


Plans call for putting on ‘The 

















Firefly’ next week with Miss Scully 
doing the Trentini part, scale then 
going back to $2.20 top. Girl only 
recently graduated from high school. 
Last summer, after her voice had at- 
tracted the attention of a Sunday 
school teacher, Miss Scully appeared 
at Belle Isle with the Detroit sym- 





| 


phony orchestra and drew rave 
notices, which were sent to Shubert 
by Mrs. C. J. McKinney, formerly on 
Youngster learned the 


pulling a heckler’s necktie on the | Score of ‘Blossom’ in two days, 


City Hall steps here. 

That was too good to pass up in 
view of the often commented sim- 
jlarity in appearance of Lou Costello 
to Mayor LaGuardia, The comedians 
went over to the City Hall, met 
Mayor Edward. Jeffries and then 
staged their version of the necktie- 
pulling episode on the historic spot. 
The press dutifully photographed 
Fiorello Costello trying to strangle 
Citizen Abbott, his heckler. 





VIC MEYERS’ 3RD TERM 


Orchestra Leader Stays as Washing- 
ton’s Lieutenant Governor 


-_ 








Seattle, Nov. 12. 

Vic Meyers, former band leader 
and night* club operator, was re- 
elected for a third term as Demo- 
cratic lieutenant governor of this 
State, again being way out in front 
as to plurality over teammates. He 
Served for eight years and now goes 
on for four more. 

By irony of fate he may be the 


lieutenant governor to Republican 
Arthur Langlie, mayor of Seattle, 
who ran such a close heat with 


Senator Dill that official count may 
be required to determine the winner. 
Recently in the mayorality contest in 
Seattle, Langlie beat Meyers by a 
big vote. But in the state election 
bandman garnered plenty more 
votes than did Langlie and was an 
€asy winner, while Langlie is a 
doubtful one. 

So the two former opponents may 
now be governor and lieutenant 
working hand in hand. 





Cobina Wright, Jr., in Pix 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 


Cobina Wright, Jr., N. Y. socialite; with H. S. Kraft. 


warbler, makes her camera debut . ‘ 
tomorrow (Wed.) in ‘Murder Among |are said to resemble Sinclair Lewis 


Friends’ at 20th-Fox. 


Walter Morosco and Ralph Die- 


trich are co-producers. 


Wilson, which is a 1,890-seater and 
claimed to be the best equipped 
(Continued on page 61) 


'WB Would Finance 
Vivien Leigh’s Yen 
To Do a 








a Broadway appearance. Her busi- 
ness manager, Lewis Deak, was in 
New York from the Coast last week 
doing the searching. He confabbed 
with a number of producers, al- 
though nothing definite was 
|ranged. He may be back shortly, or 
|Miss Leigh may herself hie to New 
| York, to sew up a deal. 
| Warner Bros., it is understood, is 
| willing to finance any show in which 
the femme player appears, although 
she is under contract for films to 
David O. Selznick. WB last season 
financed ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in which 
| Miss Leigh played opposite Laurence 
| Olivier, now her husband. 





Ed Chodorov’s Play Set, 
M-G Producer Back West 


Edward Chodorov, Metro producer 
and writer, who is east arranging 
production of his play, ‘Cue for Pas- 
sion,’ will return to the Coast in 
about three weeks. He has nothing 
| definite on his schedule when he gets 
| back. 








| 


|be the means of adding to the relief 





BEST SELLERS BEST PIX BUY 





CAAB EM BEFORE 
THE INK 1S DRY 


Rental Libraries a Factor in 
Studio Preference — Stage 
Plays Lose Favor, Orig- 
inals Poor Third—Stick 
Closer to Text in Trans- 
ference 





-_—— 


FANCY PRICES 





Hollywood, Nov. 12, 

Film production chiefs, after all 
these years of vacillating from 
novels to Broadway plays to orig- 
inals in their search for the ideal 
screen plot source, have arrived at 
a latest decision. The best seller’s 
the thing right now, with footlight 
attractions dropping into second place 
in their estimation, and the story 
written strictly for picture purposes 
trailing along as a bad third. 

The verdict, however, is not ex- 
pected to throw into a dither those 
playwrights who point their efforts 
at the footlights, nor is it likely to 


rolls the names of members of that 
army of Hollywoodians who. aim 
their yarns at the silversheet direct. 





They are fully aware, as are the film 


;|moguls themselves, that there are | 
|too few successful books, and that | 
| with theatres requiring some 500) this week, and Republic is launching 








Vivien Leigh is seeking a play for 


ar-| 


| servist classification. In 


|looked like war 


| Chodorov, whe was co-author of | 


‘Kind Lady,’ collabbed on ‘Passion’ 
Gloria Swanson 


| will be in it. Principal characters 


and Dorothy Thompson. Rehearsals 


started Monday (11) with Aldrich & | Loan bonds when America entered 


| Myers producing. 


features annually, any worthwhile | 
(Continued on page 56) 


NAB NAZI RADIO | 





. 


CBS Correspondent Eric Severeid, 
In U. S. on Leave, Talks of Heroic 
Brita, Radio Censorship, Ete. 





Monkey Biz 


John Steinbeck’s recent inter- 
ruption in his work on a film he 
is making in Mexico, in order to 
come to New York, it has been 
revealed, was to buy monkeys— 
six of them. 

Writer is part owner of a bio- 
logical laboratory in California 
and the monks were needed for 
an experiment. 


Studios Step Up 
Production After 
Temporary Lull 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Production is stepping on the gas 
after a momentary lull at three 
studios. Warners climbed to a peak 
with eight pictures and all its avail- 
able stars at work. 20th-Fox is 
rushing three features into work 














two productions to take the place of 
two completed last week. 

‘The Sea Wolf,’ a Jack London 
story, is the latest addition to the 
lensing schedule on the Burbank lot. 
Others on the stages are ‘Strawberry 


the Dark,’ 


‘Wagons Roll aft Night,’ 
‘Invitation to Murder,’ “The e of 


By HOBE MORRISON 

London’s show business people, 
like the rest of the populace, are 
carrying on heroically under the 
city’s incessant air bombardment. 
With nearly all theatres closed, un- 
employment is particularly exten- 
sive among actors. But actors are 
carrying on somehow and even 
those who have jobs are also doing 
double duty as air raid wardens, 
special police, ambulance drivers 
and so on. 


According to Eric Severeid, CBS 
correspondent currently home on 
vacation from London, some of these 
performers are even doing three 
jobs during the present emergency. 
For instance, Severeid cites the case 
of a dancer who works through the 
evening and early-morning hours in 
one of the West End’s underground 
| night clubs. He sleeps for a few 
hours (getting as much rest as pos- 
| Sible during the bombings), rises at 
5 a.m. and does special police duty 
until noon, gives dancing lessons in 





before dinner. 

‘Even so, he must have felt he 
wasn’t doing enough,’ Severeid add- 
ed, ‘for I've since heard that he en- 
listed in the air service. That kind 
of thing is typical, rather than the 
| exception. Just before I left Lon- 
don the bandleader in a cafe where 
I go told me he was leaving to go 

(Continued on page 42) ° 
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‘TAYLOR, HEDY START 


NEST IN MEXICO a: ‘Far sae bata ‘ “EPISODE IN LISBON? 





Mexico City, Nov. 12. 

Clandestine radio stations con-| 
tinue to be run down and suppressed | 
by the G-men. The latest such sta-| 
tion was put out of biz in Santa Fe, | 


Son.’ 
Starting this week on the West- 
wood lot are ‘Tall, Dark and Hand- 


|} some,’ ‘Murder Among Friends’ and 


‘The Road to Rio.” At Republic the 
newcomers are the Roy Rogers sage- 
brusher, ‘Robin Hood of the Pecos’ 
and ‘Wyoming Wildcat,’ a Donald 


|a local suburb. The two men and a| Barry western. 


| 


B’way Play 


woman who ran it are behind the | 
bars accused of broadcasting sedition | 
with a Nazist tinge. 
The trio aver that while they did | 
try to help along those who are ag’in | 
the government, they are true Mexi- 
cans and had nothing to do with Hit- 
lerism. Nevertheless, the real back- 
ers of the station. said to be fifth 
columnists, are being sought by the | 
police. . | 
| 

| 

| 


PAR TRYING TO GET 
ANDRE ULLMAN FREED 


Paramount is using all its resources 
in an effort to secure the release 
of Andre Ullman, formerly general 
manager of its theatres in France 
and in charge of Par studio activi- 
ties at Joinville, presently held a 
military prisoner by the Nazis ‘some 








where in Germany.’ Ullman, serv: 
ing as a captain in the French army, 
was captured with other French 
troops during the Nazi push through 
northern France earlier this year. 
He’s been in prison since June 17, 
but Paramount only recently learned 


of his whereabouts. 

Ullman is Prisoner No. 2,871, Com- 
pany Six, Oflag 11, Germany, ac-| 
cording to word received by Para-| 
mount. Because he was an active! 
reservist, Ullman was called into} 
service soon after France and Eng- 
land declared war. Ullman received 
training each year because of his re- 
1938, he 
served for two months in the Magi- 
not Line when the Munich - crisis 
would flare. } 

Ullman fought all through the 
World War also. He is fairly well 
known in this country, aside from 


| his affiliation with the American film 


business, because he was assigned to 
duty in the U. S. to help sell Liberty 


ithe conflict. 


| 


Coast Calls Hearst’s 
Cruelty - to - Horses 


Blast a Year Late 


With the election temporarily re- 


| moving Roosevelt as a target, Wil- | 
the | 


liam Randolph Hearst swung 
muzzles of his big guns on westerns 
last week. What he specifically ob- 


jected to in his P. 1 column in his | 


papers last Friday was cruelty to 
animals in the equine concertos, 

Hollywood comment’ was 
while Hearst’s squawk was com- 
mendable, it comes just about a year 
too late. While admitting cruelty 
to animals in outdoor pix had been 
prevalent in the interests of realism 
until almost the beginning of 1940, 
producers say the evil has been cor- 
rected and virtually eliminated. 
They are supported in this by Rich- 
ard Craven, western regional di- 

(Continued on page 58) 


Josy Baker’s Afro-Made 


Flicker for U. S. Dates 


Josephine Baker’s first film, pro- | 





duced in Africa with her own coin 
about two years ago, will shortly 
go into release in the U. S. 
ing 


ularly play Negro films. 
Picture, 


many parts of Europe before the 
war. Hoffberg has added a prolog of 


the ‘home-town-gal-makes-good’ va- | 
riety, pointing out that Miss Baker | 


is a native of E. St. Louis, who 


| starred on Broadway before going | 


to Paris in 1925. 


that | 


It’s be- | 
distributed by J. H. Hoffberg, | 
with emphasis on houses which reg- 


tagged ‘Conga Girl’ was | 
produced in Algiers and played in| 





Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Howard Emmett Rogers started 
| work on ‘Episode in Lisbon,’ the 
| Robert Taylor-Hedy Lamarr co- 
| starrer to be produced by Edgar Sel- 
wyn at Metro. 

It is No. 3 on Selwyn’s production 
schedule. 
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Two-Bit Trade Made’ Chas. Chaplin, 
Resent $1.10 Tap; May Revise Terms 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. 
Revised policy for showing of ‘Dic- 


tator’ in this territory may be adopt- | 
ed, it is reported, as result of disap- | 


pointment at the grosses in Pitts- 
burgh. While the film was confi- 
dently expected to go big, it lasted 
only two weeks at the Warner and 
grossed barely $25,000 in that time. 
Although crix in Pitt treated ‘Dic- 
tator’ lukewarmly, other factors 
were believed to have been more im- 
ortant in the public’s indifference. 
For one thing there were a flock of 
complaints at the boxoffice because 


the $1.10 road-show prices did not} 


include the reserved seats which 
went with ‘Gone With the Wind’. 

Word-of-mouth wasn’t too good, 
either, but, as one Pitt columnist 
pointed out, 
been nearly so much disappointment | 
at regular prices. Another wrote | 
that it was the two-bit people who 
‘made’ Chaplin and that he was turn- 
ing his back on them with the in- 
creased admissions. 





Protest 70% 
London, Noy, 12. 

Squawks on suggested hiking of 
admission prices and the 70% ren- 
tal on ‘The Great Dictator’ have 
held up trade showings of the pic- 
ture here. Both the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Association and the daily 
press have attacked Chaplin and 
United Artists on the admish and 
terms. 

Meanwhile the government has 
intimated to UA that it would be 
desirable to release the film as early 
as possible. It maintains that the 
picture is of national importance. 

Teddy Carr, local UA chief, re- 
fused comment to VARIETY. 





Ditto in Aussie 
Sydney, Nov. 12. 


It is understood that United Art- | 


ists will seek the same terms here 
for ‘Dictator’ as being asked in the 
United States. Exhibs are strongly 
protesting the increase over normal 
terms and there is a possibility that 
the pic will be boycotted by the Ex- 
hibitors’ Association. 


Local UA office is putting out 


feelers for city showings and Hoyts, | 


via prior commitment, have been 
given the first opportunity of run- 
ning the picture at upped rental. 
UA desires the film to go into city 
houses for extended runs at in- 
creased admish as was the case with 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ 





there wouldn’t have | 


' Diosa Costello, Victoria 
Cordova for RKO Films 


Diosa Costello and Victoria Cor- 
dova, who head for the Coast within 
ithe next week on the wings of the 
current trend for Latin-American 
|lassies, will be followed shortly by 
| another contingent for the same 
RKO picture, ‘They Met in Argen- 
‘tina.’ Miss Costello flies out on Fri- 
|day (15), Miss Cordova next week, 
| and the others will be pacted.as the 
film gets to the point where they 
are needed. 

Miss Costello, who's currently 
‘working at LaConga, N. Y., is mak- 
ling her picture debut. She was 
skipped over when RKO selected the 
‘east for the film version of ‘Too 
| Many Girls,’ although she was in the 


Metro About to Sign Up 


Horace McNally, Legiter 


Horace McNally, featured in 


' ‘Johnny Belinda,’ Broadway lesgiter, 


is understood about to be inked by 


| Metro. Considerable interest in him 


was also exhibited by RKO, Para- 


| mount and Warner Bros., although 


M-G was the only company 
screentest him. 





to | 


Wright's Sonovox Demonstration 





Amazes N.Y. Film and Radio Bunch 





By HERB GOLDEN 
A flock of Hollywood boys and 


McNally was a lawyer until two | girls—who never took a lesson in 
years ago. Since then he has had @ | ihejr lives—are going to be awfully 
‘surprised when they find pictures 





| 
y 
fee of Broadway parts. 


BWAY OPERA T0 





BE DIETERLE’S 
IST FOR RKO 


First production by William Die- 








released in which they speak Span- 
ish, Portuguese, Chinese, pig-Latin or 
whatever else the producer chooses, 
This mechanical age, it’s marvelous. 
And it’s provided the solution to 
Hollywood's hoary problem of dub- 
bing films for foreign release. 
Metro, for instance, decides it 
would like to distribute ‘Boom Town’ 
in South America. It calls in some- 
one who can speak Spanish, anyone. 
To his throat is held an electrical de- 
vice which is energized by being 
wired to the original ‘Boom Town’ 
sound track. Mr, Espanol doesn't 


/speak, but merely forms with his 


like a pair of radio operator's ear- 
phones with a large red button in 
the center which vibrates. 


Wright's gadget can be adapted to 
portable size for mutes to carry 
around with them. It will enable 
them to speak by merely transmit. 
ting a buzzing sound into their 
throats, which their lips, tongue and 
palate can transpose into words. It 
hasn't reached the point of com. 
mercial development along that line 
yet, however. 

Wright is going to Washington 
next week to demonstrate the Sono. 
vox to the U. S. Signal Corps, He 
claims experiments have shown that 
by the use of it, apprentice tele. 
graph operators can be taught their 
dots and dashes in 35% less time, 
It’s done by making the dots and 


entire season’s run on Broadway. | terle’s new unit will be ‘The Devil 


Her present pact is for one picture! _ : , 
with options, She'll play a part op- | 22a Daniel Webster,’ folk opera by 


posite Buddy Ebsen, in addition to 


her terping and vocal specialties, | Moore, which had a short run on 


Stephen Vincent Benet and Douglas | 


dashes for A say ‘A’ as they come 
out. In other words, the embryo op 
hears the code and the letter it 
stands for at the same time, which 


/mouth the Spanish equivalent of the 
|words the American actors are 
| speaking at the time. Result is Clark 
|Gable saying to Spencer Tracy—in 


Miss Cordova, who also hoofs and 
warbles, was turned up for pro- 
ducer Lou Brock by an agent. Brock 
was recently in New York to look 
over the Latin-American nitery field 
for talent. He has a list of people 
he wants for the film, RKO eastern 
talent chief Arthur Willi signing 
them as they are needed. 


DETROIT'S OWN 








Detroit, Nov. 12. 

‘Dramatic Zephyrs,’ a mingling of 
odors with motion pictures, gots its 
first theatre tryout here in the 
|} Vogue. Boasting that it adds ‘a new 
dimension’ to the screen, perfume was 
wafted into the auditorium synchro- 
nized with scenes. This combination 
of odor with action is the result of 
four years of experimentation by the 
Aromatix Co., of Detroit, which has 








been developing its own ideas in 
the field, 
The experimental run gave the 


company the chance to demonstrate 
how it could produce suitable atmos- 
phere for outdoors, waterfronts, for- 
ests, night clubs (smoke and Scotch), 
flowers, fruits, food, etc. 

Of the comment cards handed out 
to the patrons about 80% said the 
innovation was o.k., but one guy 





Walter Gould, UA foreign chief, | wrote, ‘What flavor you going to use 

gaid in New York yesterday (Tues- | . > 
sat pa for the bad pictures? 

day) that negotiations are ‘in the 
works’ for ‘Dictator’ in. both Eng- 
Jand and Australia. As to terms in 
world markets, he remarked that 
adaptations would be made to suit 
conditions in individual countries. 

Other sources observed that ne- 
‘gotiations in England and Australia, 





Fleischer’s 2d Feature 





Although the characters for a sec- 


“SMELLIES’ PIX 


Broadway in May, 1939. 
will distribute through RKO. He 
signed a pact with the company last 
week to release two pictures, with 
options for two more. 

New outfit is obtaining none of its 
financing from RKO. Dieterle re- 
cently directed ‘Hunchback of Notre 
Dame’ for RKO and has directed 
many films for Warner Bros., includ- 
ing ‘Pasteur’ and ‘Zola.’ Dieterle 
also produced several for Warners. 

He expects to get his first picture 
in work around Jan. 1. He’s now 
east to confab with Benet on ‘Devil.’ 
Writer will probably work on the 
screenplay. 

It’s the story of a wedding at which 
Daniel Webster is a guest. When it’s 
revealed that the groom has sold his 











Dieterle | 





} 


soul to the devil, Webster goes to | their radios. 
| his defense. Jurors are ghosts of men | doesn’t 


Spanish—'Scram, before I stuff this 
oil derrick down your ear.’ 


It’s Clark Gable’s voice without a 
doubt. And it’s recorded for the 
South American sound track as it 
comes out of the mouth of the Span- 
ish-speaking guy. He acts as though 
he has laryngitis, forming syllables 
and words with lips, tongue and pal- 
ate, but not allowing any air to come 
up through his vocal chords to 
actually create sounds of his own. 
Get it? 

Gadget billed as a Sonovox, has 
untold possibilities. One unit has 
already been licensed to the British 
Broadcasting Co. And are those 
Jerries gonna be surprised when they 
hear what Herr Hitler is saying over 
Trick is that the voice 
necessarily have to be 


|} who had been traitors to their coun- | changed to a different language. 


jtry and the judge is another ghost, | Just the words can be switched. 


} 
} 


an old witch-hunter from New Eng- 
land. This makes Webster’s winning 


By 
using any recording of a Hitler 
speech, the tone, timbre and qual- 


Fe * ° 
}of the case even more noteworthy | ity of his voice can be obtained and 
| made to come out in oh, such embar- 


| 


| 


than ordinarily. Locale is New 


Hampshire, 1840. 





Walt Disney Doubts 


‘Fantasia’ Will Ever 
Show Him a Profit 











Length Due After Jan. 1 


Frank misgivings whether ‘Fan- 
tasia’ will ever show a profit were 
|expressed by producer Walt Disney 
on Monday (11) in a press interview 
|remarkable throughout for the can- 
dor of the _ interviewee. Pen- 
| and-ink maestro arrived in New 
York over the weekend for the preem 
of what he terms his ‘concert pic- 
| ture’ at the Broadway theatre to- 
night (Wednesday). 

Budget, Disney said, was $2,200,000, 
of which $200,000 was spent in de- 
veloping and building the unique 
sound equipment utilized. In ad- 


rassing words. 
that’s what it is. 

Inventor of all this is Hollywood 
scriptwriter and author, Gilbert 
Wright. Son of Harold Bell Wright, 
he took the precaution of grabbing 
a physicist’s degree at the University 
of Californfa before turning to scriv- 
ening. Who knows what such things 
will lead to? 

Device works, too. It was demon- 
strated to a press, radio and film 
bunch at the Waldorf-Astoria’s Star- 
light Roof (N.Y.) on Monday (11). 


It’s voice forgery, 


speeds up the process of impressing 
on his mind the meaning of each 
series of buzzes. 


Death on the Boy Friend 


Among the sounds used by Mrs, 
Wright for the demonstration was a 
clock chiming 12. Instead of each 
chime just being a chime it actual- 
ly chimed the word ‘one,’ then 
‘two,’ and so on. What a way for 
the old man to get his dotter’s boy- 
friend out of the house! Mrs. Wright 
also made a steamboat whistle say in 
plain English, ‘Get out of my way’ 
and a bugle say ‘Time to get up, etc.,’ 
while a calliope sang ‘Sweet Rosie 
O'Grady. ’ 

Wright got the idea for the Sono- 
vox when doing a script for a pic- 
ture in which one of his characters 
was on a train scramming from the 
scene of his crime. Wright wanted 
the click of the rails to beat out: 
‘You did it. You did it. You did it’ 
Studio superimposed a voice in the 
standard manner and it sounded 
awfully corny to Wright. So he dug 
out his old physics books and started 
to evolve something better. 

Getting nowhere after a while, he 
consulted a top West Coast engineer. 
He was told what he was trying to 
achieve was impossible, so he gave 
up. One day a year later he was 
shaving with an ordinary hoe-type 
razor. His mouth was open and as 
the razor ran over the part of his 
throat where the vocal chords lie, 
Wright could hear the whiskers be- 
ing snipped off. It took him prac- 
tically no time after that to devise 


particularly the former, are taking 
abnormally long. In London, at 


least one of the several houses men- |} 


tioned for ‘Dictator’ openings has 
been damaged by bombing, which 
may have caused minor delay. Prin- 





|ond feature length cartoon have 
| been developed and a story sketched 
| out, Max Fleischer is not expected to 
roll on production until the first 
of the year. Meantime, the nature 


cipal reason for the holdup, how-|\°f the story is being kept under 
ever, appears to be the battle over | W™@Ps._ A title also has not been 


terms both in Britain and Australia. | Selected. 


MARCH OF TIME WANTS - os yet heen “ it is ote se 
TO MAKE 2D FEATURE 


Fleischer’s first feature pen-and- 
inker, ‘Gulliver’s Travels,” took 18 
months to make but expected there 

March of Time is going to produce 

a second feature, patterned along the 

general lines of the patriotic theme | 


will be a shorter shooting schedule 
contained in ‘Ramparts We ppm 





ilm. 





Grapewin as ‘Jeeter’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Charles Grapewin gets the role of 


on his next Bob Gillham went to 
Miami last week to discuss advance 
Actual preparations presently are re- 
ported awaiting the return of Louis| 
de Rochemont, producer of the first} 
feature-length picture, currently va- | J 


cationing in the northern woods. ‘ > 
‘ . : of ‘Tobac ‘ . 
Despite the delay in getting ‘Ram- John Pera yang 20th-Fox. 


publicity-exploitation plans on the | Like a concert, it 


dition, the sound unit for each the- 
atre to play the picture will cost 
another $30,000. Eleven more units, 
in addition to the one now in the 
Broadway, are under construction by 
RCA. 
install the equipment. Disney de- 
nied reports that RCA has a financial 
interest in the picture to promote 
the new sound system. 


Total inconventionality of the 
picture, the producer declared, is ex- 
pected to work in its favcy. It’s 


different, even to the Yack of a main 
title. Name of the picture and the 
credits do not appear on the screen. 
t opens with music. 
| Credits are in the program. 

| Distribution of ‘Fantasia’ Disney 
|compared to a legit show with 12 
|}road companies. Each will play a 
town as long as trade holds up and 
then move on. All seats will be re- 


|tanging from 55c to $1.10 mats and 


the Sonovox, which no one possibly 
could mistake for a razor. 


HIRLIMAN COMPLETES 
HIS FIRST IN MIAMI 


First feature to be made outside 

Among the tricks pulled at the | of Hollywood in two seasons has ac- 
demonstration by Wright’s wife, | tually been completed. It is ‘Adol- 
Peggy, while he looked on, was to | escence,” made by George Hirliman 
make a gale of wind talk. She took! at the Colonnade Studios in Coral 
a phonograph record carrying an!Gables, Fla. Now in the final edit- 
eerie wind effect and made it twice|ing stage, it will be released Nov. 


| They went in like a guy about to 
have his leg pulled, came out sold. 
| Footing the accompanying cocktails 
'and hors d’oeuvers was RKO. Gad- 
| get makes its initial film appearance 
\in the studio’s ‘You'll Find Out,’ 
which opens at the Roxy, N. Y., Fri- 
j;day (15). 


Does Plenty of Tricks 











} 


It costs about $2,000 more to | as eerie by having the wind itself | 


| whine something like: 


| demonstration and 


‘Let me in. | 
I've come over mountains and hills 
and dales to get here and I want to 
get in. Let me in. Let me in.’ It! 
was enough to make you grab your 
Scotch. 


And just imagine, from that, what | 
can be done with it in the RKO film. 
In the cast is that terrifying trio, 
Lugosi, Karloff and Lorre. Also 
Kay Kyser, who, incidentally, per- | 
formed the m.c. duties at Monday’s 
who is respon- | 
sible for that Gable-Tracy gag up | 


| above. 


eeter Lester in the screen version | served at the two-a-day shows, prices | 
ous band 


In the picture the Sonovox is used 
to make a Novachord and the vari- 
instruments play words 





29 by Select Films. Leon Janney 
and Eleanor Hunt are starred. 
Hirliman is pacted to make four 
for Select release at the southern 
studio. He was in New York last 
week making arrangements on the 
shooting script for the second, which 
is ‘The Tigress or the Lady,’ a Cos- 
mopolitan mag story. Lensing starts 
next week. Producer being 
financed by the estate of the late 
George O'Toole, who was instru- 
mental, with Arthur Sawyer, in es- 
tablishment of the Florida studio. 


Interstate’s 3 Mobile 
Units for Gt. Britain 


is 








parts’ out on general release, Time, 
Inc., officials are credited with see- 
ing the possibilities of a second fea- 
ture production. March of Time or- 
ganization also presently feels the 
yen to obtain the money which is 
wrapped up in the feature produc- 
tion setup, and which has not been 
particularly evident in the two-reel 
monthly short during the past year 
or 18 months. 

If the second feature is produced, 
as now presently outlined, it prob- 
ably would be handled as part of the 
regular RKO product setup. Because 
‘Ramparts’ was sold separately, M. 
of T. executives are reported dis- 
appointed over the usual widespread 
distribution generally accorded a/' 
regular RKO release. 


''75¢ to $2.20 evenings. 


Other News Pertaining to Pictures 
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|instead of just sounds. Music is 
| the same as it would ordinarily be, 
| 





but the instruments actually sing the 
words instead of merely the tune. 
It’s not that the words are super- 
, imposed as a vocalist would make 
| them, but the musical sounds ema- 
| nating from the instruments actual- 
ly convert themselves into words. 
| Modus Operandi 

It’s done by attaching one end of 
| the electrical gadget to the various 
band instruments (actually to a re- | 
| cording of the band, which is sim- 
| pler) and the other end to the throat 
, of anyone who talks decent English 
| and has the words to the song in 
|front of him. He doesn’t have to 
| sing or carry a tune, but merely 
| form the words. Paraphernalia 
which is held to the throat looks 


Dallas, Nov. 12. 

The purchase of three fully equip- 
ped ambulances which will be given 
England was made Friday (8) by 
‘Karl Hoblitzelle, president of the 
Interstate Theatres of Texas, Inc. 
The ambulances, which will be 
shipped overseas without delay to 
care for the victims of the bombing 
of London, will each bear the name 
of Dallas. 

R. L. Thomas, chairman of the 
British ambulance corps local com- 
mittee, announced that one ambul- 
ance was given by Hoblitzelle per 
sonally, one by the Interstate Cir- 
cuit, Inc., and one by the Texas Con- 
solidated Theatres. Each ambulance, 
fully equipped, costs $1,350. 
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‘ALL RIGHT, TELL US HOW’ 


H'WOOD HEEDING 
DISTRIB. SLANT 


It Took a War to Do It But 
Producers Finally Yield to 
Sales Dep’t Collaboration 
— Planes Shuttle Execs 


Consent Decree’s 


Selling Cues Greater Voice By Par 
Theatre Men in Prod. and Budgeting 





Henceforth and particularly now 
in view of the consent decree pro- 
vision calling for selling in groups 
of five pictures at a time, all to be 
screened for the buyers in advance, 
the Paramount theatre department 
executives and its many partners 
throughout the country are expected 
to have greater voice in production 
planning, budgeting, etc. 

In addition to the strong theatre 
representation in Paramount, the 
studio itself is headed by a former 
operator of many years experience, 
Y. Frank Freeman, whose production 
policies, it is anticipated, will surely 
reflect his own background in ex- 
hibition as well as the opinions of 
those in Par still in that branch. 

In the conferences on the Coast 
this week to discuss producing plans 
for 1941-42 in relation to the 
consent decree, market demands, 
etc., the theatre executives attend- 
ing will constitute a majority. It is 
believed probable that the exhibition 
leaders in Par will demand an even 
smaller program of pictures for the 
41-42 season than being delivered 
this year. A substantial budget to 
assure the highest possible produc- 
tion values is at the same time likely. 

Chi Powwow 

In advance of the Coast huddles, 
Par theatre execs and associates held 
a two-day powwow in Chicago, 
Friday-Saturday (8-9) to discuss 
general operating matters. : 
John Balaban of B. & K. and others 
locally sitting in, those who were on 
hand included Sam Dembow, Jr., 
Leonard Goldenson and Bob Weit- 
man from N. Y.: M. A. Lightman and 


(Continued on page 24) 


§ PRODUCERS WOULD 
REMAKE ‘JANE EYRE’ 


‘Jane Eyre’ looks to be the screen’s 
most popular gal. Right now eight 
producers are standing in line to 
woo her and to use the title of the 








Charlotte Bronte novel of the same | 


name, which already has twice been 
converted to films. 


Metro last week became No. 8 in| 


the parade of claimants to the ‘Jane 
Eyre’ title. Ahead of it were David 
O. Selznick, who registered his in- 
tentions on Jan. 10, 
Nov. 14, 1939; Edward Small, Jan. 
16, 1940; RKO, Jan. 19, 1940; Para- 
mount, Feb. 19, 1940; Loew-Lewin, 
May 10, 1940, and United Artists, 
July 26, 1940. 


Selznick has long spoken of film- | 
ing the story and has priority. How- | 


ever,.he maintains that he is not set 
to make it. Metro’s move last week 


was without explanation, but is be- | 


lieved to be just-in-case. No men- 
tion of producing the picture has 


been made by any of the other | 


Studios listed above except to stake 
a claim to the title. 

Monogram was the last to film the 
Bronte novel. It starred Virginia 
Bruce and Colin Clive, release in 
- 1934. 
the Hodkinson outfit in 1921. 





New Pact for Foster 





Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Paramount dissolved its old two- 
Dictures-per-year contract with 


Preston Foster and handed him a/ 


new three-year document permitting 
him to retain radio rights. Agree- 
ment becomes effective next Mon- 
day (18), 

Foster returns tomorrow (Wed.) 
from an eastern stage tour. 





RITA JOHNSON ROVES 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
lease from h 
Metro. 1 her player contract with 


: Break was caused by an argument 
ver the quality of her assignments. 


Blocks-of -5 








With, ™? 
iwith a 


1939; Pioneer, 


Prior to that it was made by 


Riia Johnson has obtained a re-|the picture, ‘Bachelor Mother,’ from 


a4 


Scully on Short End 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Frank Scully, writer, running for 
the state assembly on the Democratic 
ticket in the 57th Los Angeles dis- 
trict, ran second to his Republican 
opponent by 2,700 votes. 

District covers a large section of 
the film colony. 





Back and Forth 





PULL TOGETHER 





Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
If the wartime economic squeeze 
has accomplished nothing else for 


6 ? the film business, it has, at least, 
broken down the bars which for 
years have blocked the complete co- 











be lensed, which stars were to be 
cast and how much coin was to be 

expended on product, today are only 

too happy to have the counsel of the 
try officials is growing that high-| security of their lucrative jobs is 
pressure boys from without the trade |mow measured solely by the size of 
are making the picture business the the returns on their most recent ef- 
‘patsy’ in the drive for Spanish na-|forts. Result is that production 


ordination of the production and 
sales branches of the industry. Studio 
- execs, so long jealous of what they 
® considered _ their 
9 right to decide which stories were to 
POLITICS’ 
distribution crowd. P ” 
j i ; - Behind this sudden, far-reaching 
wit everyueey rushing bs wet about-face on the part of the Coast 
the film business what to do in the biggies lies the fact that they have fi- 
Latin-Americas, belief among indus-/ nally come to a realization that the 
tional goodwill, Specifically they | Chiefs, to say nothing of their lieu- 
mention those outside the industry | tenants charged with 
who are assisting the Government 
‘good neighbor’ policy [ 
South America. They claim that if|in Greece. 
the meddling and publicity on the) *" 
film business continues it will turn | ViCe 
out a ‘bad neighbor’ policy instead. 
Foreign managers are doing a 
quiet burn over some of the high- 
publicized digs fomented in recent 
weeks. They point out that U. S. 
producers made Latin-American pic- 
tures long before the South and Cen- 
tral Americas were ‘discovered’ only 
lately by business people of the U. S. 
They claim the market on American 
pictures has been gradually devel- 
|}oped over a period of years, with 
| goodwill moulded without any fan- 
| fare or extravagant plans. However, 


i'that was in the era when producers 


from homeoffice sales officials, 
ers’ suggestions to the letter. 


woodians have lost confidence 


(Continued on page 22) 


FILM TINTING 











| listened to advice from their foreign 
managers who knew the Latin- 
American boxoffice and patriotism 
lof the people. Now, some feel that 
ithe high-pressure lads are dictating 
| trends on Spanish-language stories. 
Home office executives also resent |part in film production for winter 
| this sudden meddling into strictly | and spring release. Practically 
| industry matters. They cite the fact every studio has Technicolor fea- 
| that the Latin-American market has/| tures completed, before the cameras 
|been nursed along from infancy | or in advanced stages of early prep- 
without acclaiming the need for a) aration, to add to the number cur- 
| good neighbor policy. Many of these | rently on the screen. 

predicted that this course will be | Completed and due for release 
|continued by companies hoping to! within the next two months are ‘Bit- 
‘survive in that territory but that the | ter Sweet’ at Metro, ‘Virginia’ at Par- 
|survivals would not be those trying | amount, Walt Disney’s musical car- 


_—— 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 





| to sugarcoat flag-waving themes, and | toon, ‘Fantasia,’ and ‘Queen of Des- 
| overlooking the boxoffice. tiny,’ produced by Herbert Wilcox. 
Before the cameras are ‘Western 
Union’ and ‘Chad Hanna’ at 20th- 
Fox; ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ at Par- 


75-25% AMORTIZATION 

| ‘0 , Tl amount, and ‘Bambi’ on the Disney 
lot. In preparation are Paramount’s 

OF METRO 5 FILM COST |‘Aloma of the South Seas’ and ‘Reap 


- ithe Wild Wind,’ RKO’s ‘Blood Will 

Because of war conditions abroad, | Tell,’ and ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ at 
| Loew’s, Inc., has revised its amorti- | 20th-Fox. 
| zation table of film costs, reallocating — —_____—— 
|such costs in the ratio of 75% to} . : 
i domestic distribution and 25% to| G | W ld Gall 
| foreign distribution. This compares | a 10per ou ivant 
| with the old amortization lineup of | 
170% on domestic and 30% on for- Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
| eign. Gene Autry is so busy with rodeo 
Company made the new amortiza- | and stage dates that his next Repub- 
‘tion table applicable to all Metro} lic picture, ‘Valley of the Moon,’ 
| pictures released after Sept. 1, 1939. | originally slated to start Nov. 20, 
has been postponed three weeks. 
| Currently Autry 
ada. 








Ginger Rogers Cleared 
Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 
Ginger Rogers was dropped from 
the list of defendants in Lawrence 
E. Sterner’s plagiarism suit against 
RKO. Studio is charged with lifting 


Doug Won’t Be a Vag 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., called off 
his verbal deal to play the role of 








'Sterner’s old stage play, ‘Club Baby.’ 
| Plaintiff agreed that the actress, 
'who starred in the film, should not 
lhave been served in the action. 


| duction, ‘The American Vagabond.’ 


role with a major studio. 





unquestionable 


is touring Can-j} 





|O. Henry in the Boris Morros pro- | 








Pic Business Sees Inflationary 
Trend as General Opportunity 
To Up the BO. Admish Average 


| 
Coslow Drops Out of Pix ‘last week to discount upwards the 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. | Prospect of inflation in U. mf film 
Sam Coslow sold his half-interest | /24ustry chiefs saw in the inflation- 
in the Voco Productions and the Lum| ary move their biggest opportunity 
and Abner picture contract to his to recoup foreign losses. They also 
partner, Jack Votion. saw in inflation a chance to over- 

Company’s release deal with RKO Come the stalemate admittedly cur- 
calls for one more Lum and Abner, rent between distributors and ex- 
feature, to be delivered by March 15, hibitors, almost constituting a buy- 
ers’ strike, over the attempt to force 
higher percentage deals on new 


| product. With distribs anxious to get 

j new contracts set for 1940-41 season, 

° the log jam may be dislodged by 

lowering the hjgh terms in hopes of 

SETTLEMENT getting equally higher returns via a 


raising of the general admission 
level, 

Inflationary sentiment began 
sweeping stock markets last Thurs- 
day (7) when the Secretary of the 

Drawn-out baitle between Samuel 
Goldwyn and United Artists may be 
brought to an end next week by a 
settlement between the producer and 
the distributing company in which 














ernment would ask for a higher debt 
limit and his hint that price infla- 
tion might have to be shouted down. 
He also reminded that the U. S. has 
just started spending for defense. 
|Stocks, including film and _ radic 
'shares, of the gilt-edge type rose 
two to 10 points Thursday and Satur- 











| 
} 
| 


the responsi- | have been going on for 
bility of turning out the individual | months, may reach a successful con- 
in | Pictures, are as jittery as an Italian | clusion at a stockholders’ meeting to 
Not only are they turn-| be held on the Coast next Tuesday 
|ing attentive ears for words of ad-| 


| 


|but they are following the eastern-| UA owners at this time, coincident 
| with the presence of Murray Silver- 
Not to let it be said that the Holly-| stone, company’s chief officer, and| (1) 
in| attorney Charles Schwartz, 
their own judgment as to what con-| strength to the report that an agree- | (2) 
stitutes good entertainment, they’d| ment is 
give battle at the mere mention of| meeting will be Goldwyn, Charles 


Sunday (16) by train. 
| west for several weeks, taking up | 
among other matters a revision of ' 


Color is playing an increasing | sides, that UA would like to hold 
| the producer and that he certainly 
| doesn’t want to leave if a fair ar- 


| 
| 


|are too many—of producers releas- 


| 


iday (13). 


| ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
| Hollywood next Monday (18) for the 


| which, it was learned this week, 


day. 

Becaure all commodities and es- 
pecially stocks with commodity at- 
tachments began soaring, the threat 
| or actual arrival of inflation is like- 
ly to be felt in rising prices, experts 


Treasury announced that the Gov- 
he owns 20% interest. Negotiations | 


several 


| admitted. Industry showmen were 
(19). ; attempting to appraise the actual 
Scheduling of the get-together of effecf on the film business. Infla- 


| tion probably will have these effects 
on the picture industry: 
Bring additional spending to 
the boxoffice. 
Make possible a widespread 
increase in admission prices. 

(3) Increase the cost of produc- 

(Continued on page 20) 


lends 


imminent. Attending the 


Chaplin, Alexander Korda, Mary 
Pickford and a rep of the Douglas | 
Fairbanks estate. 


Thursday (D) to. lay’ the iegel | HAYS MEETING REPORTS 
Silverstone followed ‘hin our sa! ON FROZEN BRIT. COIN 


They will be 











After the major company foreign 
sales chiefs had listened _to Will Hays 
last Friday (8) morning reporting on 
the British frozen coin situation, the 
directors of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn. later the 
same day went over latest develop- 
ments on this money problem and 
ithe general foreign situation. Hays 
gave the results of his conference 
with Joseph P. Kennedy, American 
ambassador to Great Britain, who 
had talked with the MPPDA presi- 
{dent about a week earlier. 

Present effort of major distribu- 
tors is to secure a favorable deal 


UA DIRECTORS SET _ | with, the British government on the 


money they collect from. operations 

T0 MEET ON NOV 19 in Great Britain. Thus far, U. S. 
. distribs have been unable to get any 

better setup than the $12,000,000 pro- 


}posal most recently advanced to the 
Amer‘can companies, 


the pact of Edward Small. 

Basis of the settlement with Gold- 
wyn is closely guarded but it is clear 
now, despite tough talk on both 


rangement can be reached. Formula 
must not only be face-saving, but 
give Goldwyn more voice in selec- 
tion or rejection—he claims there 


ing through UA. 


sion 





Hollywood, Nov. 12 
United Artists director-stockholder 
meeting set for Nov. 19 with all If only this amount is permitted 
member-owners expected to parti: out of Great Britain in the 12-month 


pate. Charles Schwartz, UA counse] period ending next Oct. 31, it 
arrived Sunday (10) to be followed |Sive the seven majors $5,500,000 less 


by Murray Silverstone on Wednes- |than in the year ending at the close 
of last month. This would mean that 
They will also discuss with Eddie $12,000,000 would be kept frozen in 


Small revision of his current dea] ; England for the duration of the war, 
and talk a producer setup with Gene | With distributors affected by the de- 
Towne and Graham Baker, effective cline or fluctuation in currency of 
after the completion in the spring of Great Britain. Universal is making 


a separate deal as it did last year 
| because of its British associated com- 
|panies. Reported to be seeking be- 


their current RKO committment. 
tween $2,000,000 and $3,000,000 for 
the coming year to be remitted to 


Time Out for Fillums 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. | Decision by the British govern- 
Glenda Farrell takes leave of ab- | Ment on the amount of American 
sence from the Broadway stage play, | distributor coin to be frozen in Lon- 
and returns to don and the total that will be al- 
lowed for remittance to the U. S. 
first time in more than a year to take likely will be made late this week 
one of the top spots in ‘Road to Zan- | At the moment there appears little 
zibar’ at Paramount, | jikelihood that more than $12,000,000 


On completion of the picture, the | will be allowed the seven U. S. 











Doug is reported mulling wists actress returns te the Broadway |! distrib companies for remittance to 
show. 


| this country. 





ee ~~ 
coins “ 
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THEATRE OPERATORS HOPE 10 SWAY 
JUDGE GODDARD TOMORROW ON DECREE 





pictures a pear, this defendant gen- 
erally negotiates the licenses for all 
of its producers’ pictures with the 
same exhibitor at the same time, and 
sometimes conditions the sale of one 
producers’ pictures upon the pur- 
| chase by the exhibitor of 9 ~— 
Sey , f another producer whic e 
| represen- | company executives who were on | tures o : 
juan” a mend ee tae and | the witness stand. The average cost | does not desire to use. 
hundreds of smaller, independent | jd k.-- bp snag 0 eo ‘Accusations on Run, 
ibi sectional organi- VN, = Sa Bn 
er Sr as Suaeardet yyy ch ne gre ong dhe tir lg Clearance, Admissions 
‘ in | the defendents we <| 
(Thurs.) on the Federal vv vviaiing |tically all product costing 920,000 | Then the Government states its 
Bow. een. ee ae } pe resub- | and up. Availability of product and | Case In regar d to run, clearance, an 
Judge Henry W. Goddar 4 five of of talent to independents is gone into minimum admission _ prices. ony 
mit to the Government and Bv ent at considerable length, with the | Government declares that yon 
the larger film companies 8 ae | Government declaring that since | Standing the disavowal by ‘thes ? 
decree, in the long pending anti- con | 1933 loans of stars, feature players, | Utors of agreements — Sort 
suit, portions of which exhibitors be- | cameramen, writers and | selves with respect to uniform clear- 
lieve highly prejudicial and harm ance and zoning schedules, such 
schedules are actually in effect in 


ful | directors, 
A r |other production talent have totaled 

to their investments. 2,005 to other majors, and 180 to in- ween are 3 

Coton fea companies | npendents get a 

4 yen an e : os . « 2 : P. 

car the protests will be heard, A breakdown of this figure shows 2;;ived at by agreement before 1932, 
ori r ted and after a perio and have been carried forward since 
pe gee go that time as a matter of tacit under- 


qd | Loew’s lending 610 times to major 
: ; ducers and 56 to be independents; | 
days, during which Pro P 
. Bm cat will give considera- Paramount 439 as against 46; Warner | tanding and custom. Other uniform 
— | clearance and zoning schedules have 


Major and Indie Exhibs Converge on N. Y. to Argue 
the ‘Consent’ Favors the ‘Big Five’ Too Much— 
However, Small Hope for Revision Held Out 














scripting 


by Paramount. 
Metro signed Marvin Borowsky to 
a writing deal. 


ticket at Metro. 


> 


of one outside film. 


scribbling contract. 


on George Sanders. 


General Uncertainty Again Defers 
Universal's Recapitalization Move 





: - rt wil] _ Bros., 223 as against 12; RKO, 109 as 
tion to the nae. poser form, against 12; 20th-Fox, 251 as against | developed as a result of pressure 
we - ne yoeinay thereafter wil] | 7; Columbia 175 as against 26; and uniformily exerted by the dominant 
ig dy by lawyers for the ex- | Universal 198 as against 11. exhibitor in a zone upon all of the 
ceo . : ided. Im- . ° ; istributors.’ 
ny Agpeesao t poe higher Majors Receive 70% Long term franchises and a dis- 
court review of the consent decree | Total Film Rentals cussion as to how they aid the 
: ly unlikely, it is | dling majors is gone into next, with the 

status is extremely t of . The producer distributors during ihieaa 24) 
reported, inasmuch as the Dep “1d the past five years have received (Continued on page 
Justice, by the filing of an amen ai | approximately 70% of all total film 
complaint on Saturday (10) has in - rentals with the ‘little three’ having | X 
cated its determination to procee?’ received 25% of the total revenues. | Studio Contracts 
immediately with the anti-trust suit During the same period-the ‘big five’ | 
against the three majors which have ~4. ‘goo, of all Class A features, | 
refused to sign the consent decree. 21.4 the ‘little three’ 15%. No other | 
These three are Columbia, Universal | Gi-triputor has released more than | Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
and United Artists. Attorneys for 1% during the past five years, and| Metro lifted its writer option on 
the three are expected to join with the total of all the independents has Tom Sellers. 
exhibitors in objecting to “ec oe never exceeded 5%. | Cesar Romero's pact renewed for 
cree, although on different lega Next heading of the complaint! a year by 20th-Fox. 
grounds. laint deals with Blockbooking and Blind; Henry Moretz drew a 

ee Amended ner - laint, | Selling in long term contracts. In | contract at Columbia. 

Filing of the amende Ptant ¢ this instance, bracketing of features| Warners picked up Priscilla Lane’s 
in which all eight goer gars at . ‘de is explained, and the statement made | option. 
individual officials, are sg oot ~t that a good picture usually grosses| James C. Havens, marine techni- 
fendants, gave rise to the repor t. Over $1,000,000 through 10,000 or | cian, signed by 20th-Fox for another 
the industry that Loew's, rg ties .|more playdates, while a poor one| year. 
RKO, 20th Century-Fox an ar €t | grosses $200,000 on 5,000 playdates.| George Froeschel inked new writ- 
Bros. were not being stricken out as |}: i; stated that each distributor re- | ing ticket at Metro. 
co-defendants when trial of the suit | leases a certain number of features| Tay Garnett filed application for 
is resumed. Caucus of both Govern- yearly that most exhibitors do not|a minor acting contract with Mary 
ment and company attorneys has led | want to play at all. In negotiating | Anderson. 
to several somewhat conflicting | .ontracts in’ order to make the ex- | 
views on the status of the five /hibitor take these films the distrib- | Wayne Morris. 
signers. utor tries to get the distributor to buy | 

Concensus is that the amended and all his product with as small a can- 
superceding complaint, a document  ¢cejjaion right as is possible to secure. 
of 73 printed pages, brings the cause The relative bargaining strength of 
of action within the scope of the | photh parties decides who wins in the 
provisions of the already agreed ensuing argument. 
upon consent decree. When the de- | The Government then declares | 
cree is signed by the five companies | that the small exhibitor with limited | 
and approved by the court these film | huying power is thus whipped be- 
concerns will be dropped as defend- | fore he starts, and is compelled to 
ants. play as many features as the dis- | 

Spokesmen for the Government tributor wishes him to. The Gov- | 
prosecuting staff, however, interprets | ernment says that, ‘While the re- 
the position of the companies as con- | strictive effect of such blockbooking Laraine Day 
tinuing defendants to the action, but is substantially lessened in the case with Metro. 
as relieved by any compliance with | of United Artists, by the employ- | Robert Sterling penned a player 
a court order against them, in case | ment of separate license agreements | contract at Metro. 
of Government victory, so long as | for each of its producers, most of| Universal handed a player pact to 
the consent decree works in a satis- | whom produce no more than four | Constance Moore, 
factory manner. It is specifically 
stated in the consent decree that | 
the Government withholds its appli- | 
cation for divorcement of theatres 
from distribution functions of the 
companies for a period of three years | 
from the date the consent decree 
takes effect. Trial action at this 
time will obviate the necessity of | 
reopening the suit at a later date. | 

Much of the Original Bill 

The amended complaint contains 
much that was in the original bill, 
which was filed in equity in June, 
1938. Since that time and until June 
of this year the Government col- 
lected much additional information 
about the operations of the film com- 


Although Universal directors met 
last Thursday (7) in regular monthly 
session, no action was taken on the 
recapitalization setup or any plan 
suggested. Past unsettled market 
conditions plus heavy losses in the 


accumulated dividends. 

| The stock has been quoted at be- 
low $100 most of this year, so that 
the average price paid for the 1,500 
shares likely has been around $70 
share, 


aes Oe 8 gf igs per Also estimated that U | 
panies. some o e intormation hemaies ket d ave | had to lay out less than $150,000 for 
was obtained in oral examinations | '°T€ign market are reported to have the stock. This would represent | 
of the industry executives, the re-'| halted the original idea of revamp- . ' ?, > hen eae 


mainder supplied by the defendants 
under court orders. All of it has 
been drawn upon to some degree in 
preparation of the superceding com- 
plaint. 

The complaint is filed under Sec- 
tion 4 of the Act of Congress of July 
2, 1890, known as the Sherman act. 
Its prefatory is a history of the start, 
growth and intensive develo 
the industry. 

The government then launches a h 
long dissertation on the competitive h 
conditions in the industry, and more this week, leaving only 16,500 out- 
particularly the limited source of standing instead of around 18,000 

supply of features including first- | shares. By buying this stock in the 
class features. The Government open market, the company has been 
goes back as far as 1908 in listing able to bring them into the corporate 
its ir.formation which reads almost treasury at a considerably lower 
verbatim like the testimony of major price than if the shares were called 


ing the corporate structure. 

Instead of calling in or exchanging 
the First Preferred shares, listed on 
the N. Y. Stock Exchange, it now 
seems likely that the gradual with- 
drawal of a certain number of these 
shares annually, already begun, will 
be pursued. Small number of First 
Preferred shares outstanding makes 
pment of | such a pian feasible, 

Sinking Fund operations already 
ave removed 1,500 shares from the 
ands of the public, it was estimated 


Additionally, the company wipes out 
the necessity of paying off approxi- 
mately $96,000 in accumulated divi- 
| dends, as of Oct. 1 last. 
| Sinking Fund operations 4) with- 
| draw additional shares, of course, de- 
pend on the continued prosperity of 
_the corporation. Thus a losing year 
| would halt these. 

| Announced purpose of Universal’s 
| recapitalization plan is the simplifi- 
Cation of the corporate structure, 
with the elimination of dividend ar- 
| rears (about $64 per share on Oct. 1 
j last) the biggest problem. U ad- 
| mittedly- has too many varieties of 
, Stock outstanding presently. A single 
| preferred stock and one type of com- 
mon may be the ultimate goal of the 
company. 


Brian Donlevy renewed for a year 


Annalee Whitmore drew a writing | 


Anne Shirley signed for three pic-| smart this year to show flesh. 
tures a year at RKO, with privilege| blouse of Point de Venice lace, Zorina was {n black and carried a red 


Metro handed James H. Hill a! 


Twentieth-Fox hoisted its option | 


at the redeemable price of $110 plus | 


annual interest saving of $12,000. | 


Of People and Places — 
By THE SKIRT 
Le 





Best dressed woman of the week: 
JANE WYATT 
‘Quiet Please,’ Guild Theatre 











Jane Wyatt Struts Hollywood 

After yawning through ‘Beverly Hills’ at the Fulton last Thursday, the 
Skirt approached the Guild theatre the following night in a doubtful 
expectancy mood for ‘Quiet, Please’ was also about the film colony. But 
the experience was different. ‘Quiet, Please’ is the setting for this column's 
best-dressed woman of the week, Jane Wyatt. It is also notable for the 
presence of Donald Woods. Woods is from Hollywood but Hollywood, 
characteristically, will probably ‘discover’ him belatedly in this Broadway 

lay. 

r Another standout is Ann Mason. Here is another wise-cracking dame 
but with all her cracks, she has a sweetness that is easy to take. ‘Quiet, 
Please’ has many fine troupers. Take Fred Niblo, for instance. It's grand 
to have this oldtimer back on Broadway again. A little older, a little 
portly, he looks like a film director should look in a stage play. 

Miss Wyatt on a picture set wears a lovely white crepe gown made with 
the long hip line. The front is gathered and the back hung in an odd loop, 
The bodice is heavily studded in brilliants with the larger stones starting 
at the top graduating off to but single stones in the skirt. In her bungalow 
dressing room Miss Wyatt strips down to a lovely pink satin and L’oncon 
lace slip, then she puts on a wrap around skirt of black material having a 
tiny line forming tiny squares. A vestee is of mustard color and the coat 
is nicely tailored. An off-the-face hat has a high crown and black trim, 
Over all she throws a mink coat. In her home she changes to a negligee 
of a red material that looks both like velvet and taffeta; underneath peeps 
a grey gown. A very good looking dress of a color more hyacinth than 
purple has a pleated ruffle half way up the skirt. Very prominent are her 
initials embroidered in the bodice in silver. Her hat is a large tan affair 
off the face and program credit to John Fredericks. Howard Greer js 
given credits for Miss Wyatt’s gowns, Jaeckel for the furs. 

Ann Mason wears some neat dresses by Magnin and they are all of the 
well cut one-piece style but for one green suit with the front of the coat 
braided. Evelyn Wall does her bit from an orchestra seat gowned nicely 
in pale blue with sequins. Judith Elliott, True Wyler stand-in, is very 
good looking in a white evening gown. Oza Waldo and Bunty Cutler are 
the other women of the cast. 





Jack Haley’s Front Row Trouble 

At the Strand, Ruth Gaylor, a brunette singer, is in black net with velvet 
bodice and the only ornament is a rose. The Condos Brothers are in stone 
blue coats with black trousers. The novelty of duo tap dancing has been 
impaired by the male chorus lines of our hit musicals; especially is this 
true about the boys in ‘Panama Hattie’ where every boy is a near-soloist 
in his own right. Jimmy Blair sings and Bob Dupont juggles, then comes 
Jack Haley, with a funny routine, but he had trouble with the first row 
girls. They knew all the answers after sitting through three shows on day 
caught, so no wonder. 

‘Tug Boat Annie Sails Again’ renews regret for Marie Dressler. Miss 
Rambeau isn’t even Marjorie Rambeau. She looks like Lionel Barrymore, 
Jane Wyman is the one other female name and wears slacks, a few well- 
chosen street clothes and one good looking black net dress with insertions 
of lace with a cape matching. 





The Mayfair is Resurrected 
The old Mayfair Club of Ritz-Carlton memory is the spiritual parent 
| of the Lark, a new club run on the same lines, and with the same crowd. 
| It is in the same attractive room at the Ritz and promises to be popular. 
Under the supervision of Radie Harris, George Ormsby, Mrs. John Krimsky 
and Jerome Zerbe the club will not be allowed to confine itself to a dance 








peanuts to doughnuts there will be a dance pulled every other week. No 
| other setting shows off gowns like this room at the Ritz. The grand stair- 


Warners picked up its option on | now and then. The next dance is scheduled for New Year’s Eve, but i#t is 


case alone is a picture-framing. Floating down those steps have come 
| some of the gasp gowns of town. And election night the gals were dressed 
| to the ’nth degree. 

The belle of the ball was Grace George, lovely in a black dinner gown. 
| The majority of the dresses were with long sleeves and high necks. Isn't 
Libby Holman had on a black skirt with 


purse, Estelle Brody's dress consisted of a green taffeta skirt and black 
bodice, Grace Menken, in a white faille gown heavily embroidered 
in gold wheat, Torre Seiniger, black with shocking pink bands, Arline 
Judge, black skirt and red bolero; Martha Sleeper, black velvet, long white 
| kid gloves, a rose in hair; Bubbles Schinasi, white lace with rhinestones; 


inked a new deal | Sylvia Sadowsky, a beautiful gown of black with front panel of red, edged 


| with gold braid; Glenda Farrell in a mustard-colored dress with yoke of 
colored stones edged with gold fringe; Cecelia Ager, conspicuous with her 
exotic hair-do, decorated with carnations; Mrs. Max Gordon, brown lace; 
Fannie Ward wore the usual head dress with a coat dress banded in white 
fox. The skirt had a pointed train. Mrs. Ben Bernie, black with gold 
sequins. Helen Menken in a white dress with coat of glistening beads. 

Also well dressed were Dolly Haas, Rosie Fletcher, Regina Crewe, Hope 
Hampton, Gino Malo, Gloria Topping, Valentina, Betty Garde, Mrs. Ben 
Smith, Mrs. Buddy De Sylva, Dixie Tighe, Natalie Schaffer, Luella Geer, 
Mrs. Vinton Freedley, and some of the men were Harry Cohn, Bob Ritchie, 
Moss Hart, Bert Lytell, Doctor Henry Smith, Arthur Treacher, Jack Deane, 
Ben Bernie, Max Gordon, Buddy De Sylva, Major Bowes, Billy Gaxton, 
Gilbert Miller, Victor Moore with a very young girl hung in orchids, 
John Hundley, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Rogers. Madge Evans was in yellow 


with gold and green sequins. There were all sorts of whacky head dresses 
| with the Miranda turban winning. 


Red Coats and Bear Skins has 
Technicolor has added much to the picture, ‘Northwest Mounted Police, 
showing at the Paramount theatre. The red coats photograph beautifully. 


| In this picture the mountie gets his woman, Preston Foster winning in- 

stead of Gary Cooper. Madeleine Carroll is the girl, a nurse in a plain 
| blue frock, with white collar. and appears for the kill in a riding habit, 
| grey skirt, red jacket and becoming black felt hat. Paulette Goddard, who 


appears to be the woman cf the hour, is a French Indian brat who does 
her stint surprisingly well in bearskins. 


Reporting the Arrival of More Hats 

Marion Cooley in a lovely gown of black trimmed in jet was hostess at 
dinner at the Marguery a week or so ago. The occasion was the showing of 
hats by a newcomer, Mary Goodfellow from Canada, who is going to find 
plenty-of competition in New York. But there is always room for ideas 
and Miss Goodfellow has them. Her hats are for young faces mostly. 
This young woman has taken advantage of the new fad, at least for this 
town, that of wearing dark glasses. Hats in the collection were designed 
for the wearing of these glasses, Florida played the important note. 





Their Favorite Recipes: 
(Col. Stoopnagle’s Charcoal Steak) , 
A lean sirloin steak two inches thick. Wash, rub with garlic, and thickly 
coat with salt, patting it so the juice can't escape. Over red hot coals 
place the steak, allow 15 minutes to each side, 20 minutes for medium 
rare. The salt will hold the juices in. Slice the steak length-wise, 2 
strips, and throw the pieces into butter which has been brought to a boil- 





ing point. Then place the slices between hot rolls, 
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INDIES INVADING CHAINS 


Only Change in Congress So Far As 





Pix Is Concerned Is Neely, Now Gov. 


Washington, Nov, 12. 

Balloting made little difference to 
the film industry, as far as the Con- 
gressional makeup is concerned. 
Though Republicans picked up some 
Senate seats and faded in the House, 
nobody conspicuous in debates over 
motion picture matters disappeared, 


except leader of the reform block, 
Senator Matthew M. Neely, of West 
Virginia. 

The House Interstate Commerce 
Committee, which has put the Neely 
bill in a pigeon-hole, will have only 
two new members next January. On 
the 2l-man Senate committee, there 
will be four vacancies to fill, In 
neither case will there be any ma- 
terial difference about the legislative 
attitude. The Senat- group, al- 
though it has reported the bill on 
two occasions, never has been wild 
with enthusiasm and usually has 
acted only to appease Senator Neely; 
the House crowd always has been 
so chilly that the reformers per- 
ennially complain it is under the 
majors’ thumb. 

Fading from the House panel are 
Representatives Elmer Ryan of Min- 
nesota, a Democrat, and Charles 
Risk, Republican, of Rhode Island. 
A couple of times Ryan showed up 
for last spring’s hearings, indicating 
by infrequent questions he thought 
exhibs deserved more latitude in 
selecting and booking films, 
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To Examine 20th Execs 


Sidney R. Kent, Walter J. Hutchin- 
son and Ben Miggins, president, 
foreign manager, and European man- 
ager of 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., 
will be examined before trial Nov. 
be in N. Y. supreme court, according 
to an order of Justice Isidor Wasser- 
|vogel on Friday (8). The examina- 
jtion is in connection with a $6,112 
| suit by Marion Palmer, assignee of 
|Moses J. Messeri, formerly 20th- 
|Fox’s Spanish manager, against the 
company. 

Plaintiff claims Messeri was hired 
in June, 1939 at $300 weekly, of 
which two-thirds were to be de- 





. J 


In M. J. Messeri’s Suit 


CIRCUITS NO 
LONGER IMMUNE 


Heretofore the Sewed-Up 
Sectors Were No Man’s 
Land, Because of Product 
Availability, or the Lack 
Thereof 





—_—_—_—_— 


DECREE CHANGES THAT 





The strongholds of circuits which 
heretofore have been regarded as 
invasion such as has before 
been envisioned, with 


never 





impregnable are threatened with an | 


independent , 


ys 
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Pending Sundry Protests in N. Y. 


Opposing the Consent Decree, 
Arbitration Machinery Being Set 





Changing Oceans 





Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Film navigators are tacking 
out of the Caribbean Sea, where 
titles are growing too numerous, 
and veering to the South Pacific, 
where the atmosphere is not so 
Latin-American. 

20th-Fox has scrapped its 
title, ‘Caribbean Cruise,’ and 
adopted ‘Song of the Islands,’ 
localed in the vicinity of Tahiti, 
far from the overworked rhumba 
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Pending approval of the consent 
decree reached with five theatre- 
owning majors which is slated to be 
submitted to Federal Judge Henry 
W. Goddard tomorrow (Thursday) 
in New York, arbitration machinery 
is being set up throughout the coun- 
try and likely that within a week or 
two its cost will be apportioned 
among the five distributors. 

Going ahead on arbitration, indi- 
cations are that the Government, the 
five majors who are party to the con- 
sent decree, and the American Arbi- 


posited to his credit in a New York | ° ; 
jbank and the rest paid in Spain, | interests, in and out of show busi- 
When Messeri returned on May 11, | ness, moving into towns and terri- 
1940, it is claimed he discovered the | tories which have been considered 
film company had failed to deposit | 
the two-thirds of his salary. 


9,000 U.S. Theatres 
Collaborating in ’40 


as ‘no man’s land’ to the outsider. 


This is particularly true of states 
that have been closely held by large 
circuits, both affiliated and inde- 
pendent, with resultant dominating 
buying power. The indies, among 
them persons outside the show busi- 
ness who see a chance for profit in 
exhibition, are sidling into situations 
that have been ‘non persona grata’ 








belt. The basic story is the tration Assn. are confident exhibitor 
same, but the background is protests against the decree will not 
Polynesian instead of Spanish. upset it. 


Robert Ellis and Helen Logan 
are dong the script, moving Jack 
Andrews’ original story to a dif- 


Preparing to resist the decree and 
attempt to get it thrown out alto- 
gether or modified to the satisfac- 








ferent ocean. tion of theatre owners, exhibitor 

| forces are scheduled to appear in 
‘ ? . Judge Goddard's court tomorrow 
Jerusalem Legiter morning (Thursday) to put up a 
fisht. Exhibitor associations that 








will be represented include Allied 


Filmed in 16 MM. 
’ ; States Assn., Independent Theatre 
} Owners Assn. of New York, the Al- 
For Schools, Churches | lied Theatre Owners of N. Y. and the 


Pacific Coast Conference of Theatre 





Red Cross Campaign 





effort ever extended to the American 


|Red Cross got under way this week 


but | when approximately 9,000 film thea- 


never indicating he was very much | tres in all sections of the country 
sold on the Neely panacea. Risk | participated in the two weeks’ drive 
never took any interest in the legis- | to put across the annual roll call 


lation. 
with Representative Clarence Lea 
of California still in the chair. 


Governor of West Virginia 


Principal disappearamce from the 
Senate committee roster—as far as 
the film industry is interested—is 
that of Senator Neely, the author of 
both the anti-block booking and di- 
vorcement bills. He ran for and 
was elected to the governorship of 
his home state. Rumored he may 
quit that job as soon as he has 
straightened out political conditions 
which prompted him to seek the 
nomination, trying to get back to the 
Senate in 1942 or arranging to be 
appointed to the seat he will vacate. 


Senator Vie Donahey of Ohio, a | 


Democrat, who never showed any 
concern about the Neely bill, was 
not a candidate for reelection while 


Senator Sherman Minton of Indiana, | 


zealous New Dealer, was trounced. 
Latter was generally regarded as a 
hater of all big business, though not 
conspicuous in wrangling over film 
trade practices or moral calibre. The 
other berth to be filled in January 
is that which had been occupied by 
Senator Ernest Lundeen of Minne- 


sota, the Farmer-Laborite who was | 


killed Labor Day weekend when 


an airliner in which he was a pas- | 


senger crashed in nearby Virginia. 

Balance of the two committees 
Probably will not be changed, While 
the Republicans picked up three 
Senate places and the Democrats 
made a gain of eight in the House, 
the difference ig not enough to re- 
quire a new ratio or affect the chair- 
manships. 


‘HIRED WIFE’ TITLE 
SUIT AGAINST U. 


A suit by Producers Laboratories, 
Inc., against Universal Pictures Co., 
Inc, Big-U Film Exchange, Inc., Uni- 
versal Film Exchange, Inc., and the 








pony Theatre, Inc, was revealed 
Tiday (8) in N. Y. supreme court 
when the defendants applied for a 


bill of Particulars. Action seeks an 
injunction, accounting of profits and 
damages against Universal's ‘Hired 
Wife.’ 
enieommcers claims it owns a film en- 
r ed ‘A Hired Wife’ and asserts the 
er set use of the title 
ae unfair competition. The 
efendants have entered a general 
denial to all charges. 


soe f ‘Hired | 
ife’ conflicts with its title and con- | 


All of the bill’s foes remain, |campaign of the American Red Cross. 


The film business was particularly 


| interested in making it an all-indus- 


try campaign this year because the 
|Red Cross presently is confronted 
| with additional responsibilities re- 
sulting from war relief activities in 
U. S. 


In some cities the membership 
|Campaign will be conducted later 
| with the full cooperation of local 
cinemas when a local drive is made 
to enroll members. Also in certain 
smaller towns no Red Cross mem- 
| bership campaign is conducted, mak- 
| ing it impossible for local theatres to 
|give any cooperation. Outside of 
i these, theatre cooperation is 100%. 





the distribution and booking of a 
special pictiire which the film busi- 
ness is contributing. Eastman Kodak 
donated 2,000,000 feet of film for 
prints, while DuPont Film contrib- 
uated 300,000 feet. Printing of the 
numerous reels needed is contributed 
by Consolidated Film Industries. 
There also is a briefer short, which 
lis booked via the Red Cross, for 
showing in theatres. Houses also are 
helping by heralding the Red Cross 
roll call via marquee, lobby, etc., 
decorations. 


{commended the picture industry as 
follows: ‘It is significant that the mo- 
tion picture industry itself initiates 


this vitally important cooperation 
most generous and extensive ever 
accorded any agency. Red Cross 
workers everyv here take this oppor- 
tunity to thank the motion picture 
industry for its valued support.’ 


E. Thompson is general 
Picture The- 


Major L. 
| chairman of the Motio: 


latres Campaign committee for the 
1Red Cross, while David Palfreyman, 
executive with the Hays office in 
New York, is ecretary ¢ f the com- 
mittee. 


| _— 
‘RKO to Build 8-Year-Old 
Joan Carroll While East 


| 
| 
| Joan Carroll, juvenile | ( 
|currently in ‘Panama Hattie, goes 
back to RKO, following the comple- 
tion of her engagement in the legit 
show. plans giv- 
ing the youngster of eastern 
pally while she is in the musical be- 
cause she is not expected to return 
to the picture until June 
next year. 
Fight-year-old Carroll girl last 
\ was seen in RKO’s ‘Laddie,’ but at- 


Picture company 
plenty 


studios 


bor geter stages: Bhar ar tepinaPemester seid |to give in to circuits with vast buy- 


| fear of oppression. 
| cree, not yet signatured by the court, | 


Major film companies are handling | 


| controlled by 


up to now and hope to knock off 
deals with distributors who refuse 


ing power at whose mercy they must 
deal. 

This infiltration of independent in- 
terests has been particularly noted 


| by distribution men since the con- 
|sent decree was 


begun, the angle 
being that under it there was greater 
freedom to expand and build without 
The consent de- 


places clamps on the major chains 
|and distributors so far as opposition 
in chain-controlled territories are 
concerned, 

A branch manager for one of the 
big companies serving a large terri- 
tory in the south, informs VARIETY 
that in all his 25 years of experi- 
ence he has never had such a large 





|trying to learn the film business 
(buying-booking-dating, etc.) in 10 
leasy lessons as in the past few 
'months. This exchange manager is 
| located in a territory that is vitally 
one of the larger 
chains. He states that while he is 
gladly willing to sell the new cus- 
tomers film, he is amazed at the lack 
of business knowledge that is being 
demonstrated by the new crop of ex- 
hibitors. In his opinion, they are 
moving into ‘verboten’ towns finally 


because the consent decree has 
placed the chains in the position 
where they no longer can indulge 
the squeeze play and run the in- 


vader out. 


The ‘house organ of the Red Cross 


South Always ‘Closed’ 

The south has always been 
amounts to a monopoly on buying, 
this explaining why the Saenger cir- 
cuit covering Mississippi, Louisian: 
and portions of Alabama, never di 


what 


play ‘Snow White.” The Kincey- 
Wilby circuit in the southeast also 
has ‘turned out’ certa p ire i 
for as long a ix months defe 
dates on film though available on the 
pround that a film t 

as it is tomorrow.’ 

During the past season Unive! 
reached an Sae 
(Paramount) and, 1 e! 
in to Saenger A , & 

U encouraged lies to go into Sat 
| ger’s towns. This has occurred dur- 
ing the past few months, with in- 


| dependents moving into Jack 


actress, | 


on, key 
of the state held by Saenger 


It was reported at first 
| 


town 
and others. 


that U would grant franchises for 
‘five years to any indie invading 
Saenger dominions but Bill Scully, 
general sales manager for U says 
this isn’t true. He state however, 


tracted attention previously for her | 


} work in ‘Primrose Path.’ 


that two-vear deals have been made 
with some of the accounts which are 
in opposition to Saenger. Also, 
Scully declares that since the com- 
pany has played away from Saenger 
in New Orleans, it is realizing a 
larger return than when its film was 


sold to the E. V. Richards-Paramount | 


(Continued on page 22) 


number of men come into his office | 





Sales possibilities on Joseph Pol- 


|lack’s complete 16 mm. filmization of | 
the legiter, ‘Journey to Jerusalem,’ | 
|will be tested before the producer | 
Pollack | 
editing the picture made) 
| while the Maxwell Anderson play} 
Idea is, 
| to rent the film to schools, colleges, | 


contracts for another show. 
is now 


| was recently on Broadway. 


|church groups and similar organiza- 
| tions. 

Pollack’s plan is to make a series 
of the narrow gauge pix from top 
| Broadway plays, working on a roy- 
alty arrangement with the legit pro- 
ducer and author. First one cost 
|considerably more than estimated 


| when it was found unfeasible to do, 


| the filming right on the theatre stage. 
| Instead sets were moved to the Fox- 


| Movietone studios and play was pic- | 


turized there. 





NOV. 20 NOW DATE SET 
FOR GEO. SKOURAS CASE 


the date for the trial of 
George P. Skouras continues to be 
delayed in N. Y. federal court due 
to the inability of the court to pro- 
vide a judge. 

Date is now put over to Nov. 20 

Action is by the U. S. Government 
and claims that Skouras attempted 
to bribe former N. Y. Judge Martin 
T. Manton by paying him $30,000 in 
return for which Skouras Theatres 
Corp. received some of the assets of 
Fox Theatres Corp., valued at $1,- 
500,000 


Setting 


20th-Fox Suit Vs. Century 
Circuit Marked Settled 


S f 20th Century-! Filn 

t Centu Circuit, Inc. (A. H 

S 4-— \ ‘ Bro k vn " ’ I ’ , 
J 1 tle ntinue 
t of t Yy pre co t I 

i (8) Plaintiff asked $70,000 in 

! each for $35,000, while the 

l¢ int 1 a count claim asked 

$75.0 

The film company’s t based 

yn alleged failure of Century to play 

product contracted for in the 1938- 

39 and 1939-40 seasons, while the de- 


fendant’s 
tain playdate contracts. 

It is understood that over 50 fea- 
tures as well as shorts and newsreels 
were involved in the action. No 
complaint was ever filed in either 
ult. 


a 


Wallace’s Roach Pair 


Hollywood, Nov. 5. 
Richard Wallace closed a deal to 
direct two more pictures for Hal 
Roach, 
Films are slated for the 1940-41 


{releasing program of United Artists. ! 


suit claimed breach of cer- | 


Owners. 

Ed Kuykendall, president of the 
MPTOA, arrived in N. Y., Monday 
night (11) and Bob Wiiby, plus Fred 
Kent, committee of two representing 
Paramount partners, were due in 
yesterday (Tuesday). Reports Par 
partners may withdraw their oppo- 
sition are denied. Kuykendall will 
be in court with Henry G. Gray, 


|N. Y., attorney representing the 
MPTOA. George P. Aarons will act 


as counsel for the eastern Pennsyl- 
vania unit of the organization, also 
as associate of Gray’s, while the Cone 
necticut organization will have Her- 
man Levy on hand as its attorney. 
Sidney B. Pfeiffer, of Buffalo, will 
/represent the upstate N. Y. unit in 
| the MPTOA. 
| Kuykendall stated yesterday 
| (Tues.) the MPTOA and its various 
|units continue to be vigorously op- 
posed to various features of the de- 
cree. 
AAA in Preliminary Meets 

Preparatory to plans to immediate- 
ly start setting up arbitration boards 
throughout the country, a meeting 
was scheduled to be held yesterday 
afternoon (Tuesday) at the Ameri- 
can Arbitration Assn. to discuss the 
organization of an arbitration ad- 
| visory board for the picture indus- 
| try under the decree but due to the 
| illness of an AAA official, it will not 
be held for a week or 10 days 

J. Noble Braden, executive secre- 
tary of the AAA, has been appointed 
to organize the 31 arbitration boards 
that will be set up and to aid in the 
selection of arbiters, investigate 
their qualifications, background, etc. 
No one who is presently or in the 


past has been connected with pic- 
tures is eligible 3raden leaves Sat- 
urday (16) on a tour of 29 exchange 
points where boards will be organ- 
zed. The re ng two will be in 
Ne York for N. Y. and Brooklyn 
Case Brader will be away abo it 
> 

Meantime, a budget of $490,000 an- 
ually ha been agreed upon to 
cover arbitration, with an additional 
$55,000 for the three members of the 
appeals board These figure will 
be presented to court tomorrow 
(Thurs.). The $55,000 for the ap- 
peals board will be broken up as 
follows: $20,000 for the chairman 


and $17,500 each for the other twe. 

The cost of the arbitration machin- 
ery will be apportioned among the 
five majors (Paramount, Metro, War- 
ners, RKO and 20th-Fox), with the 
percentage of the burden to be based 
;}upon the gross rental business of 
|each for the year from Aug. 1, 1939, 
| to Aug. 1 last. 

In advance of approval of the con- 
sent decree, distribution departments 
are giving it considerable study in 
preparation for the new system of 
selling that would go into effect 
next year in the marketing of the 
1941-42 programs 


oe 





) 
) 





ie 





7 


nen 








= 
oe a ee 





aiden. . aa SGA aI ALE 


Ta. et 


= 





EXPLOITATION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 13, 1949 





NW Allied Admits All Must Joi 
In Drive to Bring Em Back to B.0. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 12. 

Tacitly admitting that the inde- 
pendent exhibitor must play a more 
constructive part in reviving the 
film industry and that his troubles 
are not entirely due to inferior prod- 
uct, excessive film prices and harm- 
ful trade practices, Northwest Allied 
here has announced a campaign de- 
signed ‘to bring the public back to 
the theatres.’ Increased advertising 
and exploitation are promised in an 
effort to ‘make the public more 
movie conscious’ and additional play- 
ing time for outstanding films to en- 
courage the production of better 
product. 


At the same time, however, Fred 
Strom, Northwest Allied executive 
secretary, says the independents are 
not deviating from their stand that 
film costs must be substantially re- 
duced. 

‘We realize that never in the in- 
dustry’s history have there been so 
many forms of competition for the- 
atres to combat and that better ex- 
ploitation and extended playing time 


Dave Lipton’s Col. Studio 
Warmup Before N. Y. 


Dave Lipton will spend two weeks 
in Columbia Pictures’ studios on the 
Coast prior to coming east to assume 
the post of advertising-publicity 
chief. His resignation as head of 
Universal's studio publicity staff be- 
comes effective Dec. 14 and he'll 
take over at the home office 
on Jan. 2. 





REAFFIRM HAYS OFFICE 
NIX ON 4-STAR BILLING 


} 


Nix of the four-star advertising | 








(although Nate Spingold will as 
usual keep an eye on the depart- 
system by the Hays office was r€- ment) for a month before Lipton’s 
affirmed last week by advertising di- varrival. Maurice A. Bergman, pre- 
rectors from seven major companies. | sent topper in the office — pn 
as “as not represented. | Dec. 2 to become advertising irector 
ond serene Nee Bes 8 ragga : |at 20th-Fox, succeeding Arch Reeve, 
| This backed up the May, 1935, Hays- | resigned. 
| ian ruling, which held ‘that major] prior to joining U three years ago, 
| companies or their affiliates should | Lipton had a public relations assign- 
not use four-star advertising direct-| ment with Columbia Broadcasting 
| ly or indirectly. 'and was for 13 years in the adver- 
The same subject came up at the | tising department of- Balaban & 


| Motion Picture Producers & Dis- Katz in Chicago and Detroit. 


'tributors Assn, directors’ meeting | 
on the subject because Barney Bala- | Catholic Clergy Laud 
| ‘Knute,’ But Nix Dual 
Partner In Det. Spot 








| ban, Paramount presjdent and mem- 
ber of the directorate, was absent on 
| the Coast. 


Paramount was singled out as the 
most recent violator. It advertised 








Col. will be without a pub-ad head | 





3 Indies Bid for Carman, Philly: 
Other Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 
It was reporied this week that an 
offer to lease the $1,500,000 Car- 
|man has been made by three w.k. 
|theatre men but at this writing it has 
neither been rejected nor accepted. 


The offer is said to have been 
made to George Graves, current 
operator of the house, by Jay 
Emanuel, indie chain owner and 


trade paper publisher; Frank Mc- 
Namee, until recently RKO _ ex- 
change manager here, and Izzy Rap- 
paport, operator of the Hippodrome, 
Baltimore. 

The house is currently in the 
hands of the receivers and is under 
reorganization under the supervision 
of the Federal Court. The offer to 
lease was said to be subject to the 
contingency that Graves drop his 
anti-trust suit against the Stanley- 
Warner circuit. It is this phase of 
the deal that is believed to be hold- 
ing it up. Graves is adamant that 
the suit be brought to a head in 
court. 


The receivers are expected to make 
their recommendation before Judge 
George Welsh in U. S. District Court 
some time this week. At this time 
the bondholders are expected to de- 


Allen, Fine Arts theatr 


e 
Downey, ; Fra 


Metro branch 
Barney Kilbride, theatre Owner. ; 
Carl uermele, general managers 
Co-Operative Theatres of Michi of 
The club raised $26,000 in Pr 
cent campaign to provide lunches 
and clothing for needy schoo] chil. 
—— and reposted Giving 105 free 
1x shows in e City's 
and hospitals. y's orphanges 
John E. Flynn, who has 
trict manager here for Met 
transferring his headquarte 
cago, will be guest of th 
Club at a farewell party 
The testimonial banquet will be held 
in the Hotel Book-Cadillac. He 
served as the first Chief Barker in 
Detroit. 


nk J, 
mManagey- 


been dis. 
TO and jigs 
rs to Chi. 
e Variety 
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Shortlived Newsreeler 


Milwaukee, Noy, 12. 

After a hectic life of one week, 
the first Newsreel theatre here 
holded up for lack of patronage 
Four partners, Lawrence and Karl 
Brown, Mrs. Irene Flagstad and 
William Molies, staffed the house in 
all departments and union pickets 
paraded in front of the doors from 
the time they opened. Operators 


should be the most effective solu-} four stars on ‘Arise My Love’ and | 
tion of how to renew the public’s in- | worth West Mounted Police.’ The 
terest in pictures and to build larger | Rivoli and Globe theatres were men- 
theatre attendance,’ said Strom. ‘But! tioned as using the four-star sys- 
that doesn’t minimize the need for) tem in their ballyhoo, but the major 
lower film costs and for elimination | company advertising and publicity 
of trade abuses. However, if We) chiefs attending last week's huddle 
can’t get more people into our the- | 


went to court to halt the picketing, 
but before the case came up for a 
continued hearing the house was 
shuttered. 

Industrial Commission also was on 
the neck of the partners for alleged 
unpaid union wage claims on work 
|done prior to opening. 


cide the ultimate fate of the house, 
a North Philly vaudfilmer. 

Edgar Moss, 20th-Century Fox ex- 
change boss, unveils his new home in 
Bala-Cynwyd, Dec. 1, with a gala 
housewarming. 

RKO getting ready to move to its 
new exchange building within the 


Detroit, Nov. 12. 
United Detroit Theatres here made 
'an extensive campaign among the 
'Catholic clergy, highschool and col- 
|lege coaches of the parish schools 
(as part of the buildup for the show- 


| 
| 





atres it wouldn’t do us any good to 
obtain film for nothing.’ 


In fighting for a boxoffice ‘come- | 


| admitted that little could be done 


ing of ‘Knute Rockne.’ The enthusi- 


next few weeks. 


| about either house, because neither 
was in any way affiliated with major 


|asm of these important Catholics for 
| the film decided the chain to run an 


distributors. 


Herb Elliott’s Fern Rock reopened 
after refurbishing. 





Industry mourning the death of 


Mack Goodman's Hiatus 
Cleveland, Nov, 12. 





ad in the Michigan Catholic, influ- | Mack Goodman, UA branch mana- 


back,’ Northwest Allied proposed a | John Zotkiewicz, operator of Im- 


three-way assault, Strom explains. 
Trailers will be run on all screens 

stressing the value of movies for 

juvenile educaticnal purposes and as 


adult recreation and relaxation, urg- | 


ing the public to ‘go to movies’ and 
to participate in the ‘greater movie 
season’ and help and advice in ob- 
taining the type of film entertain- 
ment desired and which, according 
to the trailers, the management will 
try to provide. ‘Go to movies’ val- 
ances and special banners and val- | 
ances for individual films will be | 
used liberally and, in the case of| 
pictures, will be re-used and dis- | 
tributed to reduce exhibitors’ costs. | 


| 
| was that advertising of films by 


Those in on the four-star agree- ential weekly paper covering this 
ment last week were Howard Dietz, | part of Michigan. 

| Barret McCormick, Al Wilkie, Lynn | The paper turned down the ad. 
| Farnol, Mort Blumenstock, C. E. Mc- | The picture, you see, was on a double 
| Carthy and Maurice Bergman, Wil-| bill with ‘Money and Women,’ 
kie appeared for Paramount because | banned by the Legion of Decency. 
Robert Gillham, head of the ad-| However, a week after declining 
| publicity staff, was in Florida. | the paid advertisement, the Catholic 
Opinion expressed at the session | paper came out and commended the 
|chain in a front page editorial for 
means of star ratings is bad for | moving the lauded ‘Rockne’ film to 
the whole film business. Attitude|the Palms-State, where it was 
taken was that billing of features|coupled with ‘World in Flames,’ 
as a ‘four-star’ epic, a seven-star | okayed for Catholics. 

special, or a 17-star masterpiece 
readily might be overdone. Because 
of the difficulty in enforcing the 
star-rating rule even in affiliated 
theatres, the whole subject 





Feigley’s Canadian Service 
Toledo, Nov. 12. 
Howard Feigley, Jr.,. manager of 


Newspaper, postal card and other may 
campaigns will be employed to &/ come up for additional discussion in 
greater extent and there will be more | the near future. 
intensive selling to particular groups | : 


the Palace, has gone to Canada to 
take entrance tests for the Canadian 
Air Corps. 





| perial, Kulpmont, Pa. 

| . Nominations of officers of Film Ex- 
|change Employees Union, B-7, will 
|be held Friday night at the Broad- 
wood hotel. 

Herb Given’s Producers Releasing 
Corp. moved to new quarters on 
Vine street. 

Pat Duffy, former member of the 
| State Board of Censors, a visitor 
along Film Row. 

The Motion Picture Associates of 
| Philadelphia, composed of 104 film 
‘salesmen in the area, will hold 
dinner at the Allisonia Club, Harris- 
burg, Dec. 2, in honor of five Harris- 
burg exhibitors, pioneers in the in- 
dustry. The guests of honor will be 
C. Floyd Hopkins, Bert Karrer, T. 
B. Heckard, I. Marcus and J. Engle. 
to emcee Variety 





Ben Bernie 
Club’s annua] shindig. 

Clifford & Flynn have taken over 
the operation of the Ideal, Mont- 


4 





oeia? 
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which might find sp appeals in 
certain films, Strom says. Special 
window cards and frames will be 
placed in prominent spots in the 
various towns, too, and more tieups 
will be used, he asserts. 
‘The keenest sort of competition 
has come into the Industry,’ says 
Strom in his statement. ‘To vie for 
the public’s entertainment dollar 
there now are night clubs, beer 
parlors, bowling alleys, basketball 
tournaments, night baseball and foot- 
ball, hockey and ice shows, carnivals, 
festivals, better radio programs, in- 
dustrial shows of all kinds, etc. It’s 
a tough battle for the theatre man.’ 


‘ARIZONA’ GETS HEAVY 
PLUGGING ON NET SHOWS 


Tucson, Nov. 12. 
Three nationwide radio programs 
will be used in saluting the world 
premiere of Columbia’s ‘Arizona’ 








here Nov. 15. Columbia will be on | 


the Kate Smith hour, ‘Vox Pop’ and 
George Fisher’s 
pers’ broadcasts. 

The Kate Smith program will ob- 
serve the opening of Wesley Rug- 
gles’ picture by broadcasting Friday 
night (15) from Tucson with mem- 
bers of the ‘Arizona’ cast guest-star- 
ring. 


from the film on several. 
Thursday night (14) ‘Vox Pop, 
another CBS show, 


Pioneer hotel. 


quiz contest. 





United Chain’s Latest 
New Orleans, Nov. 12. 


The Algy, new 1,000-seat house in 
Algiers, across the river from here, 
opened recently. House is latest in 


chain of the United Theatres, Inc. 


‘Hollywood Whis- | 


Besides the regular artists of | 
the program and guests, the Arizona | 
U glee club also will be heard. Kate | Search started 
Smith will broadcast five additional | Europe, 
daytime programs from here over | Mich. has come up with a new| 
the Columbia network, with stars |type of film screen which, 


will originate 
from Tucson, with Parks Johnson 
and Wally Butterworth interviewing 
members of the picture’s cast at the 
George Fisher’s pro- 
gram, heard Wednesday afternoons 
over the Mutual network, is present- 
ing a series of eight broadcasts, 
which began Nov. 7, on an ‘Arizona’ 


Even $5,000 Per Co. for Shortwaving 
To So. America Finds Pix Cool to Idea 


——> 





| Although the cost per company has 
i about cut in half, the National 


‘Gone’s’ Advance Date 
In Atlanta for Charity) con ‘nim industry’ shortwave broad. 
| 


casts appears no closer to consumma- 
An advance pre-release engage- | 


tion than it was before L. P. Yandell, 

| ment of ‘Gone With the Wind’ will shortwave NBC sales chief, invited 

| be held in Atlanta, site of the world |™4J°F Company executives to lunch- 

preem in 1939, at Loew's Grand, Dee. | eon about two weeks ago. Now re- 

12, with the proceeds to charity. | ported that NBC would charge only 
The national release of the pic- 


| $5,000 per company for the 52 weeks 
ture will be in January, with show- 


| of shortwave shows, 

ings at approximately one-half of | Because the major companies, rep- 
the scale that prevailed before, 75c | resented either by foreign depart- 
matinees and $1.10 evenings. |ment publicity or sales heads at the 

Sales policy remains to be set. It | recent luncheon, disavowed interest 
will be based on results in about |in the shortwave broadcasts from a 
eight cities, half of which played the |COMmercial standpoint, the whole 
picture before, the other half that |Subject has been referred to various 
| didn’t play it. company heads. Foreign executives 
explained that if the shortwave pro- 
grams were to be strictly of a propa- 
ganda nature to build goodwill in the 
Latin-Americas, the subject should 
go to presidents of the various film 
companies. Understood that this step 
has been taken but with no progress 
}made in negotiations. 
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OTTO HEHN’S NEW TYPE 
OF PICTURE SCREEN 


Detroit, Nov. 12. 


Completin many years o - 
p Z : wd . ar « re RKO always has been for the 
when he lived in shortwave idea. Unite we 
Otto Hehn, of Jackson, |: wave idea. United Artists, 20th- 


Fox, Metro, Paramount and Warner 
Bros. are reported to have rejected 
the proposal. Some foreign film offi- 
cials question why picture companies 
should foot the bill for promoting a 
good neighbor policy when they’ve 
been doing that very thing for years 
in the Latin-American market. 
Others feel that goodwill was as 
much up to other industrial com- 


it is 
said, brings an end to picture dis- 
tortion from any seat in the house. 

The new screen, made of glass | 
and steel, has been installed in the 
Butterfield circuit's Majestic, Jack- 
son, and because of its sharpness | 
and true image from any angle is 


| 





going into other houses of the'| eet paw 

large circuit now numbering more | °2™¢5 4% to film companies. 

than 110. i : 
Hehn spent more than 15 years H. M. Warner's Nix 


perfecting his screen and before Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
coming to this country installed 148| Warner Bros. does not intend to 
of an earlier type along the same| 80 for NBC shortwave programs 
lines in Prague and Vienna. The | ven as propaganda for U. S. 
glass-steel screen is washable with | H. M. Warner has turned down the 
a hose and unbreakable. It employs! proposition as submitted from N. = 
the principle of alternating concave agreeing with eastern officials that 
and convex surfaces, ‘the plan did not seem feasible. 











rose, Pa. 


staff of Monogram. 


Brandts’ Art, N. Y. 


The Brandt Bros. on Monday (11) 
concluded a deal with Herman Wein- 
garten, builder-owner of the Art, 
New York, acquiring the house un- 
der lease, term not indicated. 
Theatre opened about two months 

o and has been playing foreign 
film on single bill. Policy under 
Brandt operation will be doubles. 
made up of one foreign and one do- 
mestic film. 

Coincident with change of opera- 
tion, Irving H. Ludwig, manager of 
the Art, resigned. Future plans in- 
| definite. 











| 
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Mendenhall Heads Gmaha Variety 


Omaha, Nov. 12. 

| A. *Ted’ Mendenhall, manager of 
| the local Paramount exchange, 
jelected president of the Omaha 
| Variety Club. Assistant ‘barkers’ 
will be Walter M. Green of Fepco 
|Theatre Supply and Sam Epstein, 
head of Epstein Theatres 
‘Dough guy’ is M. L. Stern of Capi- 
|tol Films and ‘property master’ is 
attorney Edward Shafton. Board of 
| directors consists of D. V. McLucas, 
| United Artists exchange manager: 
|'Harry Shumow, Metro manager; 
R. S. Ballantyne, Scott Ballantyne 
theatre supply concern head; M. S. 
Cohn, owner of the Strand, Council 
Bluffs; John J. Gillin, manager of 
WOW, and M. G. Rogers of Film 
| Transport. Representative to the 
;national board of directors for 1941 
' will be W. Green. Delegates to the 
national convention will be Green 
jand M. S. Cohn with Eddie Shafton 
|and Sam Epstein as alternates. The 
|‘Heart of Variety’ or charity com- 
mittee elected is Eddie Shafton, 
|chairman; D. V. McLucas and M, G. 
Rogers, trustees. 








Howard Heads Det. Variety 
Detroit, Nov. 12. 
_ John Howard, branch manager for 
|Paramount, was _ elected Chief 
| Barker of the Detroit Variety Club 
assuming office Jan. 1. Other newly 
elected officers are: David Idzal, 
manager of the Fox theatre, first as- 
| sistant chief barker; William 
|Flemion, branch manager of Pro- 
| ducers’ Releasing Corp., second as- 
sistant; David Newman, circuit 
|; Owner, property master, and J. L. 
| Saxe, treasurer of Monogram, dough 


y. 
| ° 
|. New directors include Frank 





Victor D’Ambrosio has joined sales | 


Corp. | 


ger, slowly recovering from recent 
heart aitack, leaves for Florida Dec, 
1. Bandmaster Al Goodman, his 
brother, here for week end with 
him. 

Warners losing so many of its 
ushers that it’s installed usherettes 
vat Hipp and Lake houses for mati- 





| nees. 

| Exhibs tossing testimonial dinner 
j}at $6 a plate Nov. 30 for Dave Mil- 
| ler, Universal’s district manager on 
| 20th anniversary in film biz, intend 
| giving him a surprise gift but not 
one of cash. Erroneous impression 
given by previous item saying com- 
mittee hopes to raise $1,000 for 
present. Miller doesn’t need the 
dough, 





High Sells Theatre 


« Des Moines, Nov. 12. 
The Cedar, Mechanicsville, la, 
sold by Julius High to Mrs, Alice 
| Klimek. 
A. H. Blank, Myron Blank and G. 
Ralph Branton, of Tri-States to Chi- 





cago to attend meeting of Para- 
mount partners. 

Lou Patz, onetime manager of 
Universal exchange here, returned to 
|Des Moines as head of National 

Service. Chie Friedman, 


Screen 
|former manager, reported heading 
|for California, National Screen will 
|set up a complete accessories serv- 
jice in Omaha, as a separate unit, 
also in charge of Patz. 





Fay’s Own House 

Hartford, Conn., Nov. 12. 
Kenneth Fay, assistant manager of 
the Warner Strand, upped to manae 
| ger of the chain’s nabe Rialto. Re- 
|places Victor Morelli, who resumes 
|managership of the Cameo, Bristol. 
Latter house devastated by fire had 
been rebuilt. The Strand’s doorman, 
Frank Ramsey, upped to assistant 
| manager to replace Fay. 





Farewelling Fred Duffy 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 12. 

A farewell luncheon for Fred B 
| Duffy, who has resigned as Repub 
lic salesman owing to poor health, 
| will be given next Monday by Film 
|Row colleagues. Duffy, who for 
| years was a Universal salesman be- 
fore joining Republic and who was 
|an exhibitor in Utica prior to be- 
|coming a salesman, has been suc- 
|ceeded by Eugene Lowe. Lowe un 
til a few months ago sold for Mono- 
gram and before that worked for 
other companies here. 





McNatt’s Addition 
Naples, Texas, Nov. 12. 
Walter McNatt purchased the ¢ + oa 
| tol, Linden, from J. B. Parker. Mc- 
|Natt owners the Inez here, the Mor- 
‘ris in Daingerfield and the Village ” 
Hughes. Springs. 





Jacobs’ Cleveland Exchange — 
M. M. Jacobs is organizing an ™- 
dependent film exchange 1n Cleve 
land. One of his first deals on et 
uct is for the Asior Pictures oupu® 
which is made up largely of reissues 





Waxman’s Moves 

Atlantic City, Nov. 12. n 

Harry Waxman, head of Waxman 
chain, including Hollywood, As * 
and new Cinema theatres, announceé 
that Capt. Sy Waxman, former mar 
ager of the Astor, is now in charge 
of the Cinema. Martin Lazar be 
comes manager of the Astor, a? 





| Wetsman, of Wisper & Wetsman 
i Theatres; Lew Wisper, ditto; Wade: 


James Connell, also with Astor, we 
moted to manager of the Hollywoo® 


. 
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Chi Films Need Help; Lolly Ups 


‘Burma to 306, 


Kildare’-Barnet 


$17,000, Diamond -Herbie Kay 156 








Chicago, Nov. 12. 
Business sagged sharply starting 
on election night last week and the 
box-offices have not been able to 
climb back to normal yet. Strangely, 
the loop was deserted on election 


night instead of the usual New 
Year's Eve atmosphere. And since 
that time the theatres have not been 
able to recover. It’s going to take 
some box-office dynamite to shake 
the public out of its current leth- 


argy. . 

‘Dictator’ ran into a squall, and 
will call a halt on its reserved seat 
two-a-day policy in the Apollo on 
Friday (15). Seats had been sold in 
advance of this date, but business 
has been so slack that it has been 
decided to fold the run in this house 
and refund the coin. Business has 
been particularly weak in the mati- 
nees and the night-time price of 
$1.65 here was too high when it’s 
possible to see the same show at 
the Roosevelt at $1.10. Picture will 
continue its grind run at $1.10 in the 
Roosevelt, where it is turning in sat- 
isfactory grosses. : ; 

‘Foreign Correspondent’ is holding 
to a second session in the United 
Artists and heading for a happy 
money mark. Looks for bang-up 
stay on an up-to-the-minute picture. 
‘Too Many Girls’ on the other hand, 
tied in with ‘Give Us Wings,’ is a 
disappointment in the Palace and 
not likely to stick. 

Big Chicago has ‘Moon Over 
Burma’ plus the Louella Parsons 
unit on the stage, but business here 
is suffering from the general loop 
tightness. Charlie Barnet orchestra 
is a bright spot in the loop and get- 
ting some profits for the State-Lake. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Dictator’ (UA) (2d and final 
week). Sagged quickly after good 
start. Fact that prices are higher 
here than at grind Roosevelt for 


same picture is real box-office in-| 


jury, and two-a-day policy here 
folds on Friday (15). Looks for 
meek $8,000 currently after taking 
$13,200 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Burma’ (Par) and Louella Parsons 
unit on stage. Strictly the Parsons 


gang that’s getting the coin here this | 


week, with the picture on the under 
side. Tackling a tough public at this 
time, but managing to pound out 
$30,000, good. Last week, ‘Mounted 
Police’ (Par) finished a rousing fort- 
night to bang-up $35,200, at 44-55-85. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 44-55-85)— 
‘Mounted Police’ (Par). I 
week in this hold-over house, with 
prices up as they were in the Chi- 
cago. Getting fine $7,500. Last week, 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘World in 
Flames’ (Par) in second loop ses- 
sion snagged happy $6,200. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 
Diamond Frontier’ (U) and vaude. 
Herbie Kay orchestra on the stage 
is the business-getter currently. 
Heading for sleek $15,000. Last week, 
‘Glamour Sale’ (Col) plus the Elsa 


Maxwell unit on stage took neat | 


$14,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66 )— 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and ‘Give 
Us Wings’ (U). Not going anywhere 
despite excellent publicity and ex- 
ploitation support. Off from_ pre- 


vious excellent trade in this house | 


at $10,000. Last week, ‘Spring 
Parade’ (U) and ‘Men Against Sky’ 

(RKO) finished two-week stay to 
fine $9,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,700; 75-$1.10) 
—Dictator’ (U) (2d wk). Grind 
policy is a winner. Looking for 
Strong $14,000 on second session 
after taking mighty $25,500 last 
week. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— | 


‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Charlie Barnet orchestra on stage 
and is accounting for one of the few 
bright spots in the current theatre 
situation in the loop. Upping_ the 
fross to $17,000, excellent. Last 
week, ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and 


‘Hollywood Loose’ unit on_ stage, 
Z00d $14,600. 
United Artists (B&K) (M-G)— 


‘Correspondent’ (UA) (2d wk). Rid- 
ing to $12,000, healthy, for second 
session after taking bright $15,800 
last week. 


‘Dictator,’ 16G, ‘Escape,’ 





$6,000, Both Big in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 12. 

The Broadway takes the spotlight 
this week with ‘The Great Dictator 
at advanced prices. Opening night 
was a charity affair at $5 per. pro- 
ceeds going to Doernbecher Memo- 
rial (children’s) hospital. Film looks 
like a winner for this house, living 
up to locai and national baily. 

All other houses about even on new 
pictures, with Mayfair doing nicely 
peta nore West Mounted Police,’ 
Only fo, 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 75-$1.10) 
— Dictator’ (UA). Looks like ter- 
rific $16.000. Last week (35-40-50), 


Third loop} 


‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) and ‘Mummy’s 
[sun (U), fair $4,000. . 
| Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50)—‘North West Mounted’ 

(Par). Moved from Paramount for 
| third week. Good $3,800. Last week, 
Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ 
(M-G), about par at $2,700. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Moon Burma’ 
(Par) and ‘Round Mountain’ (Par). 
'Probably nice $5,000. Last week, 
‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and 
‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO), average $4,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| £3,000; 35-40-50 )—‘Zorro’ (20th) and 
'‘Still Alive’ (RKO). Good enough 
| $5,500. Last week, North West 
| Mounted’ (Par), held 17 days and 
‘moved to the Mayfair, getting fine 
$6,000 in last 10 days. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000; 35- 
| 40-50)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Slightly 
/Tempted’ (U). Looks like great $6,- 
|000. Last week, ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) 
jand ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), 
second week, okay $4,200. 


K.C. Films Vs. 
Cows; Zorro OK 
$10,000, 2 Spots 


Kansas City, Nov. 12. 

Attention this week is centered on 
the annual celebration of the Ameri- 
can Royal Livestock and Horse Show 
and theoretically leaves theatres to 
shift for themselves. Thousands of 
visitors from all over the Kansas City 
trade territory, including parts of 
seven states. are in town for the 
week, and after the opening corona- 
tion parade and ball on Saturday (9) 
films will be one of the bigger draws. 

As garnish for the opening, the 
committee brought in Linda Darnell, 
Leo Carrillo and Shep Fields for 
name draught. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
; west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
i*Zorro’ (20th). Reaping $10,000, big 
| money, and certain to play second 
week. Last week, ‘Seven Sinners’ 
(U), fair $7,300. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) and ‘Girls Un- 
der 21’ (Col). Couple of f&ghtweights 
| won't better $7,800. Last week, ‘Dic- 
tator’ (UA), at 75c and $1.10, was 
very poor at $8,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 15- 
31-36-55)—‘North West Mounted’ 
(Par) (3d wk). May hit $6,000, very 
nice. Second week, $9,000, beat most 
first weeks. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and “Tug- 
boat Annie’ (WB). Average $6,200. 
|Last week, “Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 
|and ‘Laddie’ (RKO), okay $6,500. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
| ‘Friendly Neighbors’ (Rep) and Faith 
| Bacon heading stage show. Weavers 
land nudie happy combo and $8,000 
|one of the bigger grosses of the past 
i|two years. Last week, ‘Yesterday’s 
| Heroes’ (20th) and Joe Sanders’ orch, 
$7,200, good. 
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‘DICTATOR’ N.G. $7,500 


} 





Buffalo, Nov. 12. 

Tallies at Buff b.o.s remain in the 
black by a snug margin. 

In its second week “The Great Dic- 
tator’ is limping, while the first dual 
bill at the Buffalo looks potent 
enough to warrant repeating twin- 
ners. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Dancing Dime’ 
(Par). Inaugural dual will probably 
set nice $15,000. Last week, ‘No Time 
Comedy’ (WB) and Charlie Barnet’s 
orch, okay at over $17,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 75- 
$1.10)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk). 
| Present stanza terminates tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Only $7,500, poor. 
‘Last v-eek, $18,500, nothing to brag 
about at advanced scale. ; 

Hipp (Shea) (2.100; 30-45)—‘Cap- 
‘tain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Outsider 
(Alliance). Regulation fare and b.0., 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Rangers Fortune 
| (Par) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par), ditto. 
| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
'—‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U). Quickened b.o. pulse 
‘should spell fine $8.500. Last week, 
‘Little Bit Heaven’ (U) and ‘Diamond 
Frontier’ (U), fair $6,000. 

2th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
| 30-40)—‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) 
‘and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). Looks 


| geared to around $8,000, good enough. | 


st week, ‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono) 
— Jimmie Lunceford orch, mildish 


$10,000 


IN 2N BUFFALO WEEK 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 14 
Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(Sth wk). 
wa ee (Disney) 
(Reviewed in Cyrrent Issue) 
Capitol—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(5th wk). 
— ‘Murder’ (M-G) 
». 
(Reviewed in Variery Sept. 25) 
Globe —‘Angels Over Broad- 
way’ (Col) (16). 
(Reviewed in Vamiety Oct. 9) 
Music Hall— ‘Escape’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). 
Palace—‘Y outh Will Be Served’ 
(20th ). 
Paramount—‘North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Great Plane Robbery’ 
(Col) (15). 
Rivoli— ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) 
(16). 
(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 30) 
Roxy— ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) 
State—‘Kit Carson’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 28) 
Strand—‘Tugboat Annie Sails 
Again’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Week of Nov. 21 
Aster—‘Great Dictator’ 
(6th wk). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(2d wk). 
Capitol—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(6th wk). 
Criterion — ‘Too Many Girls’ 
(RKO) (20). 
(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 9) 
Glebe — ‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(23). 
(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 30) 
Music Hall— ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
(M-G), 
Paramount—‘North West 
Mounted Police’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Rialto—‘Give Us Wings’ (U) 
a in Current Issue) 
Rivoli— ‘Seven Sinners’ (U) 
(2d wk). 
Roxy— ‘You'll Find Out’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). 
Strand—‘The Letter’ (WB) (22). 


(UA) 


(UA) 








SURPRISE AT 
$29,000 


Washington, Nov. 12. 

Strong advance fears that local 
traffic wouldn’t stand $1.10 top on 
‘The Great Dictator’ apparently were 
unfounded. Pic isn’t hanging out the 
s.r.o. sign at Palace, Loew’s ace 
straight pic spot, but it’s getting fine 
$29,000, nearly double house average 
at regular scale, and is building. 

Surprise of week is ‘Long Voyage 
Home,’ turned down by Loew’s here 





grabbed by Keith’s. 
and word of mouth appear to be 
snagging the arty crowd for well 
above average take. Two vaude 
|spots are tied neck ’n’ neck, with 
|‘Hullabaloo’ at Capitol and ‘Dispatch 
from Reuters’ at Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
|—‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) and _ vaude. 
|} Much ballyhooed ‘Pan American Re- 
|vue,’ pretentious but starless, help- 
| ing some, but $14,000 n.g. Last week, 
i‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and vaude, 
| built to good $21,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA) (2d run). Back 
downtown after two oke stanzas at 
| Palace, and will get solid $5,000. Last 
| week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th) (2d 
;run), light $3,500. 
| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Reuters’ (WB) and vaude. Papers 
were nice to pic about their own biz. 
'Should hold for oke $14,000. Last 
|week, ‘Rhythm River’ (Par), good 
| $15,500. 
| Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
|‘Voyage Home’ (UA). Critics went 
|to town fore and aft, and it looks 
|like surprisingly solid $9,000 for dis- 
‘tinctly arty pic. Last week, “Too 
|Many Girls’ (RKO), weak $6,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Abe Lin- 
/coln’ (RKO). First time at pop prices 
'since world premiere here iast spring 
land will get neat $6,500. Last week, 
‘City Conquest’ (WB) (2d run), av- 
|erage $5,000. 
| Palace (Loew) (2,242; 75-$1.10)— 
\‘Great Dictator’ (UA). If it holds, 
;Chaplin will give the lie to the 
|doubters with strong $29,000, nearly 
double house average at usual scale. 
|Last week, ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
| (20th) (39-55), slipped to fair $12,500. 











CHAPLIN WASH. 


to leave Palace free for Chaplin and | 
Sock reviews | 


‘NW Mounted’ Sets New B’way Par 
Record at $70,000. 
On 2d, ‘Tugboat'-Haley Show Mild 306 


Escape Big 946 





(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 


Business remains very firm on 
Broadway, though disappointing in 
a couple spots due to lack of 
strength in the attractions. While 
experience in the past has been that 
immediately after a national elec- 
tion, weakness is displayed for a few 
days, this wasn’t true following 
Tuesday’s (5) vote day. Also Armi- 
stice Day this year, Monday (11), was 
stronger than in prior years. It isn’t 
a holiday for many folks, but kids 
are always out of school. Some the- 
atres jacked up their prices, while 
others didn’t. 


The Paramount not only upped its 
scale Armistice Day, but on the en- 
tire week withe‘Northwest Mounted’ 
it has been getting higher prices ex- 
cept at night. The 35¢c price to 1 
was placed in effect only until 10 
a.m., 44c prevailing from then until 
1 p.m., whereas also the usual mat 
price of 55c was boosted a dime. 


Theatre had a tremendous takeoff 
| Wednesday (6) with ‘Mounted,’ and 
| finishing the first seven days last 
night at $70,000, a new high for the 
five years of the pit-band policy was 
established. This to.ped the $69,100 





| 


| Warine on Christmas week in 1937. 
| By grinding 20 hours each day, 
| total of 36 stage shows were per- 
formed on the initial week. Picture 
has the Glen Gray band, Red Skel- 
ton and others as stage draught. 


Only other frontline first-run of 
the week is ‘Tugbcat Annie Sails 
Again,” which did not get good 
notices. It’s at the Strand with Jack 
Haley, Priscilla Lane and Teddy 
Powell's orchestra on the stage. 
Away to a slow start, show hasn't 
pees up pace and will be lucky to 

it $30,000, but will be held over 
due to stage contracts. ‘The Letter’ 
and Ozzie Nelson will open Fri- 
day (22). 


Fine staying powers are being ex- 
hibited by the holdovers, with ‘Es- 
cape.’ now in its second stanza at the 
Music Hall, pushing toward a fancy 
$94,000, only $6,000 behind the open- 
ing week’s $100,000. Remains a 
third. 

‘Christmas in July’ started its sec- 
at week yesterday morning (Tues.) 


= 





at the Rivoli but is failing to hit and 
will go out Friday night (15), with 
‘Seven Sinners’ coming in Saturday 
(16). The first seven days for 
‘Christmas’ was less than $20,000. 
The Chaplin picture, ‘Dictator,’ 
drops on the fourth week at the Cap- 
itol, concluded last night, to $58,000 
and likely it will not remain for 
more than two or three weeks here 
though to be continued on its twice- 
daily run at the $2 Astor, where 
holding firmly. The third week at 
the Astor was $21,000, very good, 
while for the six days on the fourth 
through Monday (11) the take was 
| $18,000. Metro has “Third Finger, Left 





| Hand’ scheduled for the Cap and it | 


|may open there on Thanksgiving or 
ithe Thursday following. 

‘Mark of Zoro’ moves out of the 

| Roxy tonight (Wed.) after a nice 
| money-making run of 12 days. The 
| first week came through with a very 
{resounding $52,000, while for the 
jadditional five days about $38,000 
j;will be realized for swell profits. 
| ‘You'll Find Out,’ bought from RKO, 
;opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 
State is enjoying another sock 
|week, all indications pointing to 
/$32,000 or in that vicinity with 
|‘Strike Up the Band’ and the Harry 
Richman-Sophie Tucker-Joe E. Lewis 
stage trio that was held over from 
the prior stanza. House hit a big 
$33,009 last week when the picture 
| was ‘Howards of Virginia.’ 

’Fantasia,’ the Walt Disney picture 
|which requires special projection 
equipment, opens tonight (Wed.) at 
the Broadway at a scale ranging 
from 55c to $2.20, two shows daily. 
Opening night’s proceeds are to go 
to British War Relief. 

Elaborate exploitation and adver- 


tising campaign on ‘North West 
Mounted’ is this week’s award- 
getter for the best job. Warners, 
however, had a nice campaign on 


‘Tugboat Annie,” including the world | 


preem held at Tacoma, Wash., Oct. 
18, with stars brought up there from 
Hollywood. More than the average 
in advertising was also spent on the 
film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75 - 85 - $1.10 - $1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Dictate ° (UA) (5th week). 
Continues firmly here, last week 
(3d) being $21,000, while for the 
first six days on the fourth stanza 
through Monday (11) an additional 
$18,000 was clocked. Remains here 
indef. 

Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10)—‘Dictator’ 
(UA) (5th week). Goes into its 
fifth week today (Wed.), but not 
expected to remain more than two 
or three more stanzas, with ‘Third 
Finger, Left Hand’ (M-G) skeded as 
next. Chaplin picture finished its 
fourth week last night (Tues.) at 
$58,000, still very good. Third week 
$62,000, plenty of profit. 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)—‘Sky 
'Murder’ (M-G) opens here today 


|scored by ‘Wells Fargo’ and Fred | 


(Wed.) after an indifferent week 
with ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G),,only 
$6,500. Prior to that ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (M-G) hit $9,000, good, 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) —‘Girls Un- 
der 21’ (Col). Sold on the sensa- 
tional side, but probably won't get 
over $6,500, just fair. Last week, 


second for ‘East of River’ (WB) 
$6,300. : 
Palace (1,700; 28-35-55) —‘Knew 


What They Wanted’ (RKO) (2d run) 
and ‘Little Bit Heaven’ (U) (ist run), 
dualed. This pair will account for 
about $8,500, okay. Last week, ‘City 
For Conquest’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Slightly Tempted’ (U) $8,000, fair. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99) — 

‘Northwest Mounted’ (Par) and, in 
person, Glen Gray orch., Red Skel- 
ton, others (2d week). Begins sec- 
ond lap today (Wed.) after coming 
through to a smash $70,000 the first 
seven days, ended last night (Tues.). 
| This is a new record for the house 
‘since installing pit-band units five 
, years ago, previous high having been 
| $69,100, scored over Christmas week 
/in 1937. Last week, third for ‘Arise, 
| My Love’ (Par) and Frances Lang- 
ford, Jon Hall, Tommy Reynolds 
| orch., strong $39,000. 
Radio City Musie Hall (5,960; 44- 
, 95-85-99-$1.65) —‘Escape’ (M-G) and 
| stage show (2d week). Very power- 
|ful at b.o. and should hit $94,000 this 
week (2d). First was a round $100.- 
000, socko. Goes third week, with 
‘Bitter Sweet’ (M-G) to follow. 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55) — ‘Devil’s 
Pipeline’ (U). May drag down 
$5,500 but this is light. Last week 
‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par) $5,300. 

Rivoli (2,092; 35-55-75-99) —‘Christ- 
mas in July’ (Par) (2d-final wk). 
Finished first week Monday night 
(11) quite disappointingly at less than 
$20,000 and will be held only four 
more days through Friday (15). 
Seven Sinners’ (U) opens Saturday 
a et Spe six days on 
ourth week for ‘Long Voyage Home’ 
(UA) $13,000, Par ony _ 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) — 
‘Zorro’ (20th) and stage show (2d- 
final wk). Departs on very strong 
note tonight (Wed.) after run of 12 
days. Came through handsomely for 
$52,000 first week, great, and on final 
five days will nab another $38,000 or 
so, fine. 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d run) 
(lst wk) and Harry Richman, Sophie 
| Tucker, Joe E. Lewis (2d-final wk). 
| Turnstiles continue to spin snappily, 
with around $32,000, excellent, indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Howards’ (RKO) 
(2d run) and first week of the 
Richman-Tucker-Lewis combo, 








$33,000. 
Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and Jack 


Haley, Priscilla Lane, Teddy Powell 
orch in person. Off slowly and will 
have to push to hit $30,000, dis- 
| appointing. Will hold, however, with 
i ‘Letter’ (WB) and Ozzie Nelson 
scheduled for Nov. 22. Last week, 
third for ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
Woody Herman, $24,000, satisfactory. 





Girls’ -Revue 126 
But Balto Bumpy; 
Chaplin 2d Anemic 


Baltimore, Nov. 12. 

Navy-Notre Dame football game 
and Pimlico racing crowds resulted 
;}in some bullish nighttime biz on the 
| weekend, with most grosses feeling 
;some effect. Doings, however. are 
|generally mild. Best effort being 
put forth by the combo Hivp with 
: ‘Too Many Girls,” tied to an ‘All Girl 
| Revue,’ on the stage. and leading the 
| week’s parade thereby. Rest of town 
‘rather blah except for second week 
|of ‘The Mark of Zorro,’ continuing 
|; very strongly at the New. Ho. of 
'‘Great Dictator,’ not up to expecta- 
tions at Loew’s Century with price 
boost to 85c and $1.10 the reason for 
it all. 
‘ 











Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 85- 
| $1.10)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
Not holding up with patronage 
limited by extra b.o. jolt. Might 


|reach $11,000 after a fair first round 
| to $23,000. 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 
| 15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Too Many Girls’ 


| (RKO) smartly tied to ‘All Girl Re- . 


vue’ on stage. Leading town with 
| nice $12,000. Last week, ‘Angels 
| Broadway’ (Col) leaned heavily on 
p.a. of Jimmy Dorsey orchestra, for 
steady $12,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Arise Love’ (Par). 
Opens tomorrow (Wed.) after rather 
| mild $5,200 for ‘Seven Sinners’ (U). 
| “New (Mechanic) (1.581: 15-23-35- 
44)-—‘Zorro’ (20th) (2d wk.). Hold- 
jing in very healthy style to good 
$5.500 after okay first round to $6,- 
800. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-29-44- 
55)—‘Burma’ (Par). Not catching on. 
'Mild $6,000. Last week, ‘Reuters’ 
'(WB) just fair at $7,209. 
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Wednesday, November 13, 1949 


Philly Blue, But ‘Escape’ Fine $19,000: 


10 PICTURE GROSSES 


Bliz Blitzes Mpls. B.0.s; ‘Third Finger’ | 


VARIETY 
‘HEAVEN’-‘SPITFIRE’ NICE: 





Good $8,000, But ‘Reuters N.G. $3,200... 


Minneapolis, N 
A heavy influx of visitors, com- 
prising a portion of the record- 


preaking 64,000 crowd at the Minne- 


sota-Michigan football game, gave a} 


boost to weekend theatre takings, 
but worst blizzard in years yester- 
dav (Monday) sloughed all b.0.'s. 

Film newcomers are ‘Third Finger, 
Left Hand,’ ‘City for Conquest’ and 
‘A Dispatch from Reuters.’ 


| 
The Alvin has the one stage show, 


headed by Michael Loring, radio 
singer who hails from Minneapolis. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 28-44- 
55)—'Earl Puddlestone’ (Rep) and 
stage show with Michael Loring, 
radio singer. May reach fair $4.000. 
Last week, ‘Hold Woman’ (PDC) | 
and stage show with Ruth Lowe and 
Edythe Wright, $3,000, poor. 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Dia- 
mond Frontier’ (U) (1st run). Okay 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Mummy's Hand’ 
-(U) and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th), 
fair $1,100 for first runs in five days. 


Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
39-44) —- ‘Reuters’ (WB). Storm 
knocking this down to n.g. $3.200. 


Last week, ‘Argentine Way’ (20th) 
(2d wk), with good $4,000 after light 
$5.000 first week at State. | 

Esquire (Gillman (290; 28 )—‘Se- | 
crets Model’ (Indie). Sex angle 
stressed and ads carry line ‘picture 
is neither interesting nor entertain- 
ing for children.’ Good $1.200 in| 
prospect. Last week, ‘Awful Truth’ | 
(Col) (reissue) split with ‘Scarface’ | 
(WB) (reissue), good $1,000, with 
Muni picture accounting for most 
of it. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— | 
‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). Strong cast | 
lineup for this house. Pretty good | 
$3,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Public | 
Deb’ (20th), $2,900. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 28- 
39-44)-—-‘City Conquest’ (WB). Plenty 
of kind words for this one, but storm 
holding it down to fairly good 
$5,600. Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) 
and Major Bowes’ unit. mild $8,800. | 


} 


| 
} 


| 
| 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


State (Par-Singer) ‘Third Finger’ | 
(M-G). Loy-Douglas combo okay | 
boxoffice. Brisk matinee trade help- | 


ing to good $8.000. Last week, ‘Knew 
What Wanted’ (RKO), pretty good | 
$6.300 in six days. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39) —| 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G). First nabe 
showing. Far over the top and big 
$3,000 certain. Last week, ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA), $2,500, fair. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: 
28-39-44-55) —‘Knew What Wanted’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Moved here from 
State. Well spotted in this sure- 
seater class house. Climbing to good 
$2,000. Last week, ‘No Time Com- 
edy’ (WB) (3d wk), good $1,500, 
after big preceding fortnight which 
brought in hefty $8,000. 


} 





* 
Nov. 12. 


ast week (25-40), ‘Hit Parade’ Pi 
‘ : ’ : ittsburgh, Nov. 12. 
| eee and ‘Meet Wildcat’ (U), fair] 3, definitely on the rise again. 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40) —'No Heavy rain Armistice Day was best 


each Denver and Aladdin. and ‘The|,.+ade.mob made a dash for the 
‘Ape’ (Mono). Okay $2,000. Last | PArAac®, d ere terrific 
week, ‘Arnenting Way’ (20th). af. | iim houses and jams w " 


‘Escape’ Big $15,000 


| 


18G IN PERKY B’KLYN 





/ 

Brooklyn, Nov. 12. 
istling with flock of 
flicker holdovers and two vaude 
| shows, one at Majestic in downtown 
larea featuring Phil Regan and Henny 
| Youngman, and other at Flatbush 
i}with Reggie Chil@s’ band and Diosa 
Costello, among others. 

Major b.o. draw downtown is RKO 
Albee with ‘Little Bit of Heaven’ 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire Out West.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 

| ‘Little Bit Heaven’ (U) and ‘Mexican 





| 


Chaplin, $8,000, Hurt 
By Scaie in Denver 


Denver, Nov. 12. 
‘The Great Dictator’ is disappoint- 
ing at the Paramount. Exploitation 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


worked in every possible way, but | Spitfire Out West’ (RKO). Nice $18,- 

price angle is strong deterrent. |000 anticipated. Last week, ‘Argen- 
Estimates for This Week itine Way’ (20th) and ‘Still Alive 

“ “te oo | (RKO), good $18,500. 

| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 


Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 
i‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Melody 
Moonlight’ (Rep) (2d wk). 1 by = 
SE is a )y , . q s . s ne 
Profile’ (20th), after week at Denver, bey $1S.500, Last week, spie 
not so good $3,500. Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40)— | ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) and ‘Dia- 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th), after week | mond Frontier’ (U) (2d wk). Good 
at each the Denver and Aladdin. | $17,000. Last week, excellent $20,000. 
Fair $2.500. Last week, ‘Third| paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35- 
Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO), | 50-‘Arise My Love’ (Par) and ‘Pep- 
after week at Orpheum, fair $3,000. | per Trouble’ (Col) (2d wk). Pleas- 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-40-50) | ant $15,500. Last week, strong $24,000. 
—North West Mounted Police’; Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
(Par) (3d wk.). Big $11,000 and | ‘World in Flames’ (Par) and ‘Margie’ 
holding again. Last week, nearly as|(U). Will get nice $5,500. Last week, 
strong as opening week with $13,500. ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB) and ‘Drums 
Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— Desert’ (Mono), dull $4,000. 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Lady Ques- 
tion’ (Col). Okay $8,000. Last week. 


‘Knute Rockne’ (WB), after week at 
Denver. Nice $4,500. Last week, 
‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Great 





‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Girl| 6 9 
Havana’ (Rep). nice $10,000. | 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 9 9 . 


—'‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G). 
Good $11,500. Last week, “Too Many 
Girls’ (RKO) and ‘Haunted Honey- 


GREAT IN PITT 


moon’ (M-G), poor $7,000. 
Paramount (Fox) © (2;200; 25-75- 
$1.00)—‘Great Dictator’ (UA). Get- 





ting around $8,000, disappointing. 


thing tha. could have happened to 


Time Comedy’ (WB), after week at theatres. 





Instead of waiting for 


spots with weak attractions doing 
great, too, on the overflow. 

Top coin will go to ‘Escape’ at 
i|Penn, which is walloping ‘'em, but 
iby comparison, ‘Mark of Zorro,’ at 
|Fulton, will stack up well against it. 
|Latter doing top trade of year at 
® Shea spot and may stick several 
9| weeks. Only Stanley is slightly off, 
|George Jessel unit and ‘Moon Over 
|Burma’ not quite making the b.o. 


River -Vaude 2NG, ** 


ter week at each Denver and Alad- | 
din, and ‘Drums Desert’ (Mono), | 
nice $2,300. 


Cleve. Recovering 


. 





Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Angels’ (Col) and ‘Bit Heaven’ (U). 
Crix labeled this ‘Be Kind to Cus- 
tomers’ week at Alvin, liking Gloria 
Jean picture well enough and going 
into raves about Hecht film. Headed 
for at least $6,500, which is couple of 
‘o grand better than twinrers usually 
Cleveland, Nov. 12. | do at this spot. Last week, ‘Kit Car- 


Divorce-Ken Murray 


Poor $19,000 





‘Dictator,’ With $14,000, 


Montreal, Nov, 12. 
Remembrance Day holiday (11), 





| with long weekend, will boost grosses 


| currently. 

‘The Great Dictator,’ at Orpheum, 
is way out in front and over $14,000 
is in sight, a record for this house. 

‘Down Argentine Way’ should take 
handsome $8,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55) —‘Ar- 
gentine Way’ (20th). Pacing for very 
satisfactory $8,500. Last week, h.o. 
of ‘Third Finger’ (M-G), good enough 
| $5,000. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par) and ‘Quar- 
terback’ (Par). Good $6,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB) and ‘Riv- 
er’s End’ (WB), good $6,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Still clicking, with good $6,000 com- 
ing up, after fine $8,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
Seven Capra-directed films, one each 
night for week, may get fair $3,500. 


‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) and ‘Nobody's 
Sweetheart’ (U), poor $1,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Battements de Coeur’ 
(3d wk). 
500 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
75c-$1.50). Stage show featuring 
Victor Francen with ‘Le Scandale’ 
and ‘Apres l’Amour.’ Sold out in ad- 
vance for $15,000 gross. Last week, 
‘Il est Charmant’ and ‘Poule sur un 
Mur,’ average $4,400. 


Majority Vote 
Nixes Sunday 





_—~——— 


Harrisburg, Nov. 12. 


Of more than 100 Pennsylvania 
towns which voted last week on lift- 





Emerging from the election black- | son’ (UA), a dud, barely reeaching 
outs, exhibitors are enjoying some $5000. 
b.o. sunshine again, with nearly all Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 25-40) — 
the key houses sharing the gravy.|‘Zorro’ (20th). 


‘Streets of Paris’ vaude unit from 


ing the ban against Sunday pix, 
aboue one-third were in favor and 
Banging away at a/| two-thirds against the Sabbath 


Topping Okay Montreal 


Fair $1,200, after good $1,- | 


Pix in Pennsy 








Philadelphia, Novy. 12. 
Now it’s the post-election 


: , hang. 
over that’s being blamed for a con. 
tinued slump in downtown b,o0’s 


Also coming in for its share of 
blame is the blustery weather that 
makes a night at home more inviting 
than braving the elements 

Only top-notcher on the list js 
‘Escape,’ at Stanley, which will come 
through with profitable gate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 75-1.14)~ 
‘Great Dictator’ (UA) (3d wk), 
Veering off to fair $16,000 for third 
canto, after sock $20,200 last sesh 
and terrific $28,300 for preem. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Third Finger’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Heading for so-so $3,500. Last week, 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). fairish 
$3,000 for six days of third-run 
showing. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 


‘Arise Love’ (Par) (2d wk). Steep 
dive to poor $10,000. Opener last 
| week okay $16,300. ‘Bitter Sweet’ 


(M-G) bows in Thursday (14). 


Last week, ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68)— 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), | ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) with stage 
good enough $3,500. show headed by Ken Murray. Low- 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 75c-$1.10) | est gate since return of vaude here 
—Great Dictator’ (UA). Doubled|at mediocre $19,000, Last week, 
prices and Chaplin opus certain to | ‘Quarterback’ (Par) plus Louella 
break all records for this house, with | Parsons’ unit, $20,700, not much 
over $14,000 in sight. Last week, | better. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par). Not so tune- 
ful $13,300 for Bing’s latest effort. 
Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB), only & 
wee bit better with $13,700. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Hired Wife’ (U) (2d run). Under 
par, $3,900. Last week, ‘Knew What 
Wanted’ (RKO), zood $4,800 for sec-: 
ond-run trip. 


Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 





—Keuters’ (WB) (2d run). N.sh. 
$3,800 for moveover. Last week's 
second-run try of ‘Spring Parade’ 


(U) a vast improvement with $4,900. 
| Staniey (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68} 
| —'Escape’ (M-G). Nazi drama, plus 
|heavy-hitting marquee names, 
adding up to neat $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Moon Burma’ (Par) and ‘Lon- 
don Can Take It’ (Par), very poor 
$12,200. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB). Sailing alon 
to bullish $5,300. Last week, ‘Wor) 
Flames’ (Par), almost in same class 
with $4,800. 


Cincy Has Election 











} 

record. 
|New York Fair is boosting Palace’s | $7,000. 
j}trade, without much assist from 
| ‘East of the River,’ to a swell $20,- 


In first three days got over | shows. There was jubilation among 
and won't have any trouble | exhibs in the Philly territory, where 


: 4A - | 
reaching $11,500, with a chance of|19 important communities voted 
ainst the blue laws, and somewhat 


Hangover; Voyage 
‘NW MOUNTED’ SOCK 


bettering that. Great here and sur- lag 





15 | 900 for one of season’s best figures. 'prise of year. Last week, ‘Spring | 
, INDPLS. | In spite of this tough opposish,| Parade’ (U) in three days of third | 





Indianapolis, Nov. 12, | 
(Best Exploitation: Lyric) 
‘North West Mounted Police’ not 
only get their men, but are getting | 
the women this week at the Circle, | 
with biz plenty brisk and one of the 
best grosses of the season a certainty. 
This is the big noise in the down- 
town area and is certain for a hold- 
over, while on other fronts all is 

quiet. 


Loew’s forced a holdover of ‘The | 


Great Dictator,’ which, at $1.10 top, 
is sadly lacking in customers. First 
stanza also was weak, but manage- 


ment perhaps blamed the election 
or thought word-of-mouth would 
build up biz, but no go. Indiana 


is fair with ‘Mark of Zorro’ and 
*Yesterday’s Heroes.’ Lyric is slight- 
ly in the black with ‘Great Profile’ 
and Russ Morgan’s 


orch on stage 


Lyric grabbed off extra attention 
with Russ Morgan beating a path 
to all the radio stations to appear 


on a number of programs for inter- 
views. Also did appearance in rec- 
ord department of biggest depart- 
ment store, with display ad donated 
by store. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 
40)—‘North West Mounted’ 
and March of Time. Socko $15,000 
and due for holdover. Last week, 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U), weak $5,200. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) 
30-40)—‘Zorro’ 


25-30- 


(Par) 


(20th) and ‘Yester- 


em day’s Heroes’ (20th). Opened Thurs- | 


day (7) to catch double Thanks- 


givings on subsequent runs. Fair 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Knew What 
Wanted’ (RKO) and ‘Still Alive’ 


(RKO), six days. n. g. $4,600. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.). Poor $5.,- 
000 at upped scale. Last week, also 
poor at $9,200, 

Lyric (Lyric) (1.900: 25-30-40)— 
‘Great Profile’ (20th) and Russ Mor- 
gan’s orch. Slight profit with $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Tugboat Annie” (WB) 
ons Tommy Tucker orch, good $10,- 


(3,100: 25- | 


next-door State is steaming along} week, around $1,700. 
briskly with ‘Escape,’ showing Penn (Loew’s-UA) 
heavier profit than ‘Seven Sinners’ 50)—‘Escape’ (M-G). 
at the Hipp. ‘Dictator’ on second 
Stillman stanza remains socko stuff. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) | 

-——‘Knute Rockne’ (WB). Earned 


(3,300; 25-35- 
Hailed as one 
of the top pix of the year and doing 
a land-office trade. Adds up to bet- 
ter than $20,000. Will probably stick | 
six extra days, putting back ‘Bitter- 
sweet’ (M-G) to Nov. 21. Last week, 


third round and a nice one at $3,000.|*Arise Love’ (Par), around $12,700 
Last week it caught $3,500, after! nice. oe 
Hipp move-over, hypoed by special Ritz (WB) (800: 25-35-50)—‘Arise | 
midnight ‘Spook Show’ with added | Love’ (Par). Moved here from Penn 
stage features, : to catch the holiday weekend and 
Hipp (Warner (3,700; 30-35-42-55) | will grab around $2,400, fairish. Last | 


—‘Seven Sinners’ (U). Sluggish £0- week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO), eight days 


ing. Barely fair $9,000 in sight. Last | great $5,000. | 
week, ‘What They Wanted’ (RKO)! Senator 


(Harris) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Great Profile’ (20th) and ‘Gay Ca- 
ballero’ (20th). Barrymore name 
catching quite a few extra drifters 
for out-of-way spot. Should better 
last couple of weeks and wind up 


too highbrow for clientele, but put 
the squeeze on $10,000, all right. 
Lake (Warner) (900; 28-40)—‘Mar- 
ried Adventure’ (Col) plus ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO). Good exploita- 


o 
& 


tion and probably $1,300, average. |somewhere around $2,000, fair. Last 
Last week, ‘Caballero’ (20th) and| week, ‘Mummy's Hand’ (U) and | 
‘Chan Wax Museum’ (20th) liked |‘yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th ) dros ry 
better, $1,400 $1,100. ; 7 y " 
Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-60) — 
66)—‘East of River’ (WB) with|‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par) ang 
‘Streets of Paris’ on stage. Drawing| George Jessel unit Boys ki id > 
fine evening crowds and heading for mI : 3 a 


pants off film but Jessel and his Hol- 


vane art ¢@9 
very smart $20,000. lywood names are quite up to task 


Last week, ‘Too 


Many | ‘Girls’ (RKO) with Xavier | of oy er-riding the Lamour veto 
1 C ugat Ss revue, $14,500, wol thw hile. Looks like around $17.500, okay, and 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) | most of that’s Jessel’s own ‘doing 
—‘Escape yp lt hygeine re-'Last week, tab ‘Scandals’ and ‘Dis- | 
views, grand marquee values, and patch Reuters’ (W ine $ sf 
hiked Armistice Day prices all re- Snemae (WB) * ae ty 
sponsible for nifty biz, meaning $15,- | «want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Flowing 
cal y ai ‘ 9 ¢ | ‘ > 

mo Png eae ME & terrd of ane ©n | Gold’ (WB). Considerable interest 
| s ays as ‘ » 9/000. here in Dick Powell’s ret 

\ s urn to 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 75-$1.10) 


(UAY, Holding up well. |noe since he’s virtually a local 


sal? boy w ne ¢ 

indicated, aided by higher | that i ee 3 gl pend Rig Me fact 
|scale and six-a-day grind. Soared| Joan Blondel] hon” on mSSUS, 
higher than ‘Wind’ here on initial) Arouna $5.000. okay Tost Bn 


three days last week, running away | ce 'C : 
| thi J , § é _second of ‘Great Dictator’ (UA). wa 
with $25,000, grand. |down to $9,000 at $1.10 scale. ‘Only 
; Sot around $15,500 opening stanza. 


SCHUNZEL TO POUR 
Dalton Trumbo moved into Metro Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
on a one-picture deal to screenplay Reinhold Sechunzel gets the direc- 
|‘Somewhere I’ll Find You,’ based on | for chore on the Ilona Massey starrer, 
| a novel by Charles Hoffman, |New Wine,’ to be produced by 

Publication of Trumbo’s own novel | William Sekely. 
Picture is slated for United Artists 


| —Dictator’ 
| $18,000 


——_—_ 


Search Leads to M-G 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 














less in Pittsburgh, where only seven 
out of 12 were against them. Hin- 
terland agricultural communities 
generally disfavored the seven-day 
week, while the more important in- 


Allentown, Bethlehem, Hazleton, 


Rev. William B. Forney, secretary 


| of the Lord’s Day Alliance, declared 


here that his organization would 


| continue its fight to drive Sunday 


films out of the state. He said his 
group was already planning a cam- 
paign to stamp out Sabbath pix in 16 
towns, including Philadelphia, in 
1941. The alliance had planned a 
drive on Philly for the 1940 election 
but had changed its mind because it 
feared that the question would be 
buried by the hot Presidential fight. 





Coast Sun Remains as Is 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

California’s sunshine remains as is, 
and the film industry is shaking 
hands with itself over the success of 
its campaign to beat the daylight 
Saving proposition at the polls, 

It was the second knockout scored 
by the show business over the clock- 
tinkers at the ballot box, in addition 
to several decisions in the state leg- 





‘The Remarkable Andrew,’ was 
jpostponed to January. release, 


islature. * 


7 | 


$7,000, “Arise- 126 


_— —— 


Cincinnati, Nov. 12 





| dustrial towns were for it. rags rig by = large are at 

: 4s eee even keel in view of post-electio: 

a rities througho. he state . ; 

M jor cities throughout the state grumbling. Grabbing front money 
voting against the blue laws were 


|currently is ‘Arise My Love’ for a 
| good Palace mark. Grand also has a 


Lancaster and Johnstown. Opponents | winner in ‘Long Voyage Home.’ Al- 
were victorious in Harrisburg, Al-|bee has a luke-warmer on ‘Knew 
toona. Pottsville, Williamsport, | What They Wanted,’ and ‘Dispatch 
|Greensburg and_ several college | from . Reuters’ is down under & 
towns, including State College and | Keith's. 7 
PR ee ee 5° . Estimates for This Week 
Lewisburg, home of Bucknell uni- Albee (RKO) (3.300: 33-40-50)— 
versity. \‘What They Wanted’ (RKO). N.s.h. 
—-— bevel — wore. Fonsi Bown 
shte UY | Sparke y p.a. Oo ~incy s yrone 
Philedelphia Nov. 12 |Power on first days for pic’s world 
: a yARIE, YOY. 2a. preem, with simultaneous screening 
Communities in the Philly area | in the Shubert, excellent $17,000 
joining the Sunday film parade| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
(Philly voted to lift the Sabath ban | “Too Many Girls’ (RKO). Moveover 
in 1935) were Narberth, Conshohock- |ffom Palace for second week. Fair 
en, Abington, Ambler, Jenkintown, | $4,000. Same last week on ‘West- 
Prospect Park, Pottstown, Penns- | Sumiy KOR a 000: 15-28) 
| burg, Bryn Athen and Doylestown. | ‘Wagon Y train’ (RKO) -_ ‘still 


Alive’ (RKO), divided with ‘Drums 
Desert’ (Mono) and ‘Girl Avenue A 
| (20th). Normal $2,000. Last week, 
‘Range Busters’ (Mono) and ‘Yester- 
day’s Heroes’ (20th), split with ‘Mys- 
tery Sea Raiders’ (Par) and ‘Calling 
Husbands’ (WB), so-so $1,900. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
|‘Voyage Home’ (UA). Okay $7.500. 
|Last week, ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G), fairly 
| good $5,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50)— 
‘Reuters’ (WB). Sour $2.500. Last 
week, ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), poor 
$3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA). Transferred here 
after initialing at Albee and secona- 
| weeking in the Capitol. Slow $3.000. 
|Last week. ‘Blondie Cupid’ ‘Cv?): 
| floppo $2,500. on 
| Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50) 
‘Arise Love’ (Par). Good $12,000 
| Last week, ‘Too Many Girls’ ‘RKO’, 
nice $10,000. : 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 23-40-90 )— 
‘Zorro’ (20th). Switched from Alber 
for second week. Swell $4,000. Las! 
, week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) (3d run), £'* 
idays, mild $2,200. 


| 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 11 





Frisco Rained Out: 
Torro, $17,000, ‘Escape, $16,000 





San Francisco, Nov. 12. 


ings this week, with the Gate taki 


an added blow from a truck-break- 
down which kept the heavily ballied 
Thurston show from making opening 
Things slowly on the 


performances. 
mend, however, and boys are gen- 
erally optimistic. U.A. splurging for 


upcoming ‘Dictator’ opening to- 
night (12). 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— | 


‘gorro’ (20th) and ‘Dancing Dime’ 
(Par). Sold on ‘California’s most 
colorful bandit’ angle, and ought to 
carve $17,000 for itself with holiday 
helping. Last week, ‘Arise Love’ 
(Par) and ‘Street Memories’ (20th) 
scraped through with fair $15,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Laddie’ (RKO) plus vaude. 
Failure of the Thurston show, fea- 
tured act, to ariive for opening, vius 


rain, gave this spot tough sledding | 


Last 
(RKO) 


with only $10,000 in sight. 
week, ‘Too Many Girls’ 
climbed to surprising $13,500. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 30-40-50) 
—Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and ‘Before 
I Hang’ (Col). Heavy play 


$10,000. Third-final week of ‘Spring 


Parade’ (J) and ‘Glamour Sale’ 
(Col), aided by two previews, 
coaxed $6,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 30-40- 


§0)—Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Hullabaloo’ 
(M-G). Looks like $16,000. Last 
week (3d-final), ‘Argentine Way’ 
(20th) and ‘Quarterback’ (Par), 
$8,200 


St. Francis (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
60)—‘Arise Love’ (Par) and ‘World 
in Flames’ (Par). Former moved 
from Fox and latter shifted from 
Warfield. Worth $5,000, average. 
Last week, ditto for ‘Burma’ (Par) 
and ‘Round Mountain’ (Par). 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Westerner’ (UA) (4th wk). 
With showings curtailed Tuesday 
(12) to make way for evening open- 
ing of Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ (UA), 
shortened week finishes up with 
$5,000, almost as good as last (3d) 
week's $5,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 40-50-60) 
—‘Mounted Police’ (Par) and ‘Eyes 
Navy’ (M-G). Technicolor opus at 
advanced tilt should have no diffi- 
ay in picking up $25,000 on the 
week, Last week ‘Reuters’ (WB), 
ond ‘World in Flames’ (Par), only 
raild 


‘MOUNTIES’ FINE 





Three days of rain dented open- 
ing 


Mounties,’ 256, 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Totai Gross 
pe awh 64 a $1,747,900 
(Based on 25 cities, 171 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
| i 
Total Gross Same Week 
"= | rere $1,712,700 
(Based on 27 cities, 184 theatres) 














ZORRO? $18,000, 


DETROIT SHOWS 
STRENGTH 








on | 
‘double terror show’ pulling nifty | 


Detroit, Nov. 12. 

With the election behind and a few 
weeks left before the Christmas 
shopping begins, the local picture 
merchants are looking to a few fair 
| weeks. Maybe the clue lies in the 
fact that the Adams here, which has 
been taking hold-overs, has slid its 
‘top back to 55c, on a par with the 
rest of the first-runs. 

Michigan and Fox wili make it a 
inip and tuck race this week to lead 
the town, the former taking its turn 
| with a stage show in Xavier Cugat 
‘band and Abbott and Costello with 
‘Christmas in July’ as its film offer- 
‘ing. The Fox is showing strength 
lwith ‘Mark of Zorro’ and ‘Bit of 
Heaven’ as a dual bill which is going 
to keep the two biggest houses 
|evened up. 


| Rest of the hub area is riding with 
| hold-overs, 
|coupling it with a second feature; | 
‘Spring Parade’ from the Fox and | ‘Arise 
| Palms-State 
| Rockne’ 
{United Artists 


the Adams picking up 


taking over ‘Knute 
from Michigan and 
riding along 
‘Escape’ and ‘Hullabaloo.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) | 


—Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Nobody’s 
Children’ (Col.). With the prices 
upped and the juvenile draw because 
|of an extra school holiday (Armis- 
tice Day), this looks good for a neat 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Argentine Way’ 
(20th) and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), for- 
mer going two weeks here after one 
at Fox, dull $4,500. 





| Moonlight’ (Rep). 

the | ally strong and heading for sock $12.- 
with 000. Last week, ‘Northwest Mounted’ 
(Rep) (2d 


for $4,000. Last week, ‘Wyoming’ 
(M-G), good $4,100 in eight f heme 
Variety (Noble-Federer ) (1,000; 
10-20-25 )—Villain Pursued’ (RKO) 
and ‘Secret Seven’ (Col). Fair $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Ape’ (Mono) and ‘Boys 
City’ (Mono), very nice $2,400. 
Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40) —‘Ramparts’ (RKO). Doing 
unexpectedly good biz, tied in with 
Armistice Day. Will get $3,200, or 
more, oke. Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ 
(UA), not so weighty at $2.900. 


‘ARISE PEPPY 








$12,000, PROV. 


Providence, Nov. 12. 
Generally healthy takes hereabouts | 
with holiday weekend helping nicely. | 
‘The Great Dictator’ in sluggish sec- | 
ond week at Loew’s State. ‘Arise, | 
My Love’ at Strand attracting nice 
biz as is ‘Seven Sinners’ at Majestic. 
RKO Albee’s ‘Pastor Hall’ also up. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘Spitfire’ 
(RKO). Managing to hold own for 
good $7,100. Last week, ‘Too Many 
Girls’ (RKO) and ‘Stranger Third 
Floor’ (RKO), good $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Reuters’ (WB) and ‘Bit of 
Heaven’ (U) (2d run). Fair $2,500 
for this one. Last week, ‘Argentine 
Way’ (20th) and ‘Great Profile’ | 
(20th) (2d run), good $3,200. 


_ Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28 )-—‘Fron- 
tier Vengeance’ (Rep) and ‘Margie’ 
(U). Juve trade sure to pack this | 
one for happy $4,500. Last week, | 
‘Bill Hickok’ ‘Rep) and ‘Sandy Gets 
Man’ (U), nice $4,090. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and ‘Father Is | 
Prince’ (WB). Pulling for swell | 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Bit of Heaven’ | 
(U) and ‘Reuters’ (WB), healthy | 





$9,000. \‘G 


75-$1.10)— | 
Slowed to 
so-so $12,000 ex- 


State (Loew) (3,200: 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk). 
walk with only 


| eres. Last week also slow at $17,- 
, 000. 


Strand (Indie) 


Love’ 


(2.000; 28-39-50)— | 
(Par) and ‘Melody | 
Proving unusu- 


(Par) and ‘Gir! Havana’ 


wk), strong $11,100. 


‘Lorro’ Heads for Big 
$10,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, Nov. 12. 





|—‘East of River’ (WB) and ‘Always 





3-Day Tariff Upping Helps ‘Zorro’ 
To $26,800 in Firm L. A.; Mounties’ 
2d Fine $23,000, ‘Tugboat’ N.G. 12/46 


Los Angeles. Nov. 12. 
Houses generally fared okay over 
| Armistice Day holiday, and increased 
prices for three successive days 
helped grosses substantially. Fox- 
West Coast profiting by ‘Mark of 
Zorro’ with comfortable $24.800. 
Paramount ,on second week of ‘North 
West Mounted Police,’ also good at 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
_ ee $387,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Ba Ds 6 bvscdadad $323,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


ARISE’ $20,000 
REST OF HUB 








$23,000. 

RKO and Pantages rushed in De- 
anna Durbin opus, ‘Spring Parade.’ 
9 on holiday after 10 satisfactory days 

| with ‘Howards of Virginia.’ ‘Tug- 
| boat Annie Sails Again’ is a disap- 
pointment at the Warners day-daters. 
Another newcomer this week is 
‘Long Voyage Home’ at the Four 
Star, where it is playing to satisfac- 
tory returns. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 55c- 


| 83c-$1.10-$1.65 )—'Thief Bagdad’ (UA) 


Boston, Nov. 12. | (4th-final week). Grabbing good $4.- 
‘Arise My Love’ is the healthiest | 590 on final stanza and making way 








‘entry in a so-so week here, with (14) for ‘Great Dictator.’ Third week 


holdover of ‘Dictator’ and first week | °f ‘Thiet’ fair $4,000. 
of ‘Seven Sinners’ matching for sec- | Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
ond money. Election night took a | 30-44-55-75) —‘Zorro’ (20th) and 
chunk of dough out of the local film- | “Young People’ (20th). Monday holi- 
ers. | day helped and okay at $11,800. Last 
Gene Autry drew big business for week, ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and 
the Rodeo in the Garden last week, | ‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G), fair 
providing an extra alibi for the the- $9,300. 
atre managers around town. Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) 
Estimates for This Week me tot —_ Balls’ (WB) and 
f -44.8R )__ | arade ep). ot very hot, 
Reston, (RKO) (3,200; 28-44-55)— | $6 500 attests. Last week. Reuters" 
g of Mine’ (Mono) with stage (WB) ad‘M > } 
show headed by Three Stooges, five. ” elody’ (Rep), fair $7,000. 
days: and ‘Spring Parade’ (U) and| Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 55-75) 
‘Secret Seven’ (Col) (both 2d run),|—~ Long Voyage Home’ (UA). De- 
two days. Should hit $13,500, okay, butted fairly strong and with Mon- 
Last week, ‘Caballero’ (20th) with Gay, holiday should have no trouble 
‘Streets of’ Paris’ unit on stage for | hitting $4,800 on first_stanza. Last 
full week, very good $13,500. | week, final, Foreign Correspondent’ 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44-59) (UA 3 $2,400 as indicated. 
: Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 30-44-55)— 
Queen Destiny’ (RKO) and ‘Captain 
Lady’ (M-G), Will garner fair $2.- 
000. Last week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO) 
with Disney shorts, fourth and final 
week, okay $2,300. 
Hollywood (WB) 
—‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep). Weak $5,900 the an- 


Bride’ (WB). So-so $6,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
‘Calling Husbands’ (WBY (both con- 
tinued run from two weeks at Met), 
$5,500. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55) —‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and 
‘Svitfire’ (RKO). Should garner sat- 


(2.756; 30-44-55) 
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isfactory $16,000 in five days. Last 
week, ‘Long Voyage’ (UA) and ‘Bit 
of Heaven’ (U), nine days, pleasing 
$19,000, but not strong enough for 
two weeks hoped for. 


swer. Last week, ‘Reuters’ (WB) and 
‘Melody’ (Rep), okay $7.000. 
Orpheum (B’way) (2,200: 30-44-55) 
—Queen Yukon’ (Mono) (1st run) 
and ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), dual, 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- | Holdovers rule the roost this week, Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- and stage show. First run on half 








$14,000, L’VILLE 


———_ — 


Loulsville, Nov. 12. 
‘North West Mounted Police,’ 
» Will top all grosses currently. 


It’s not experiencing much opposi- 


tion, with holdovers and ordinary but the bill indicates a good $18,000 | 
'S\Last week, 


product on the bulk of the tow: 
screens. 

‘Hullabaloo,’ at State, came in a 
day early (Tuesday), and Thurs- 
day opening will probably prevail 
until Thanksgiving (21). Not mak- 


ing much dent in the local b.o. pic- 


ture, 
Weather has turned cooler 


pic houses should have 
coming. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s- Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Argentine 


no 


wk.), 


week’s figure with fine $3.200. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 


—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) = and 
Great McGinty’ (Par), split with 
‘Fighting 69th” (WB) and ‘Dance, 
Girl’ (RKO). Drawing about aver- 
age $1,400. Last week, ‘Drive Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) 
800d $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Hullabaloo’ (M-G) and 
Angels Broadway’ (Col). Pacing for 
medium $6,000. Last week, ‘Great 
Dictator’ (UA), at slightly upped 
Prices, fair $12,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 


15-30-40) —Knute Rockne’ (WB) (3d 
Still shaping up as a natural 
Okay 


wk. ). 


b.o. draw for football season. 
$3,400. Last week, fine $4,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
Mounted’ 
; Prices 
were tilted slightly and patronage 
On 
Single policy, more shows per day 
are possible, and should touch splen- 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Knew What 
(RKO) and ‘Dancing Dime’ 


33-40-50) — ‘North West 
(Par) and March of Time. 


as been unusually responsive. 
did 


Wanted’ 
(Par), nice $7,500. 


eran (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
5-30-40)—‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO) 
and ‘Gay Cabellero’ (20th). Aimin« 


i Rood $3,400. Last week, ‘Little 
t Heaven’ (U) and ‘Meet Wildcat’ | (1.884: 


(U), fair enough $3,200. 


at | 30-40-55 )—Christmas 


and, 
with the fall races come and gone, 
kicks 


Way’ 
(20th) and ‘Still Alive’ (RKO) (4th 
Color pic has made remark- 
able showing in this burg, romping 
along in its fourth downtown week, 
and currently pacing for excellent 
$2,000. Last week, topped previous 


55)—‘Zorro’ (20th) and 
Heaven’ (U). 


‘cated. 
/(U) and ‘Meet Wildcat’ 


(U), 
}out with o.k. $16,500. 


‘Bit of 
Seems to have what | 
they want and a fine $18,000 indi- 
Last week. ‘Spring Parade’ 
came ond stanza of ‘The Westerner.’ 

ithe Roosevelt 


with “The Great Dictator’ hitting a 
fair pace in second week at upped 
scale. The matinees at 75c are far 


| better than the $1.15 nights. 


Liberty is gliding along with sec- 
while 
with 


is doing well 


| Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; | seeond run on ‘Sea Hawk.’ 


July’ (Par) 
jand Xavier Cugat orchestra, Abbott 
land Costello on stage. Orchestra has 
ispent plenty of time in this town 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) 
and ‘Money Woman’ (Par) came out 
with a nice $16,000. 
Palms-State (United 
(3,000: 30-40-55)—‘Knute Rockne’ 
(WB) and ‘World in Flames’ (Par). 
Looks for a good $7,500. Last week. 
|*‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Third Finger’ 
(M-G), a combination of top pictures 
from previous bills at Michigan and 


United Artists, picked up a hefty 
$8.000. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2.000: 30-40-55)—‘Escape’ (M-G) and 
‘Hulaballoo’ (M-G) (2d wk). Pair 
came along better than expected, and 
may add a good $6,500 to first week’s 
o.k. $11,000. 


Lincoln Picking Up; 
‘Parade’ Okay $3,800 


Lincoln, Neb. Nov. 12. 


Football game, the long weekend 
holiday and cooler weather doing a 
major job of reviving the lagging 
theatres stalled during the closing 
camvaign barrages. 

‘Third Finger’ is in the driver’s 


seat in money, with ‘Ramparts We 
Watch’ also taking a neat slice of the 
available currency. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colenial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Western Gold’ (20th) 
and ‘Forgottere Girls’ (Rep), split 
with ‘Range Busters’ (Mono) and 
‘Babies Sale’ (Col). Light $700. Last 
week, ‘Wild Horse Range’ (Mono) 
and ‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO) 
aud ‘Bill Hickok’ (Rep), fair $800. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 


(1,503; 10-25-40) — ‘Spring Parade’ | 
(U). Okay going at $3,800. Last 


week. ‘Hired Wife’ (U), oke $3,700. | 


Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- 


mount) (1,236; 10-20-25 )—‘Quarter- 
back’ (Par) and ‘Mystery Ship 
Raider’ (Par). Doing well and prob- 
ably stays full week, $2,200. Last 
week, ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and | 
‘Money and Woman’ (WB), good 


$2,700 in full week. 
Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
10-25-40) — ‘Third Finger 


|(M-G). Maintaining pretty nice pace 


Detroit) | 


Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 


900; 21-35)—‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and 
‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) (2d run). Indi- 


‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Chan Mu- 


|seum’ (20th) (2d run), great $5,300. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349: 75-$1.15). ‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Expect only $9,500, not so hot 
at the scale. Last week, same film, 
$17,200, good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Westener’ (UA) (2d wk). Good $5,- 
000. Last week, good $7,100. 

Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Third Finger’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th) (3d 
wk). Looks for okay $2,800. Last 
week, great $3,300. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2.- 
600: 30-40-50)—‘Seven Sinners’ (U) 
and ‘Father Prince’ (WB). Fair $4,- 
500. Last week. ‘No Time Comedy’ 
(WB) and ‘World Flames’ (Par), $5,- 
600, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40-50) 


—‘French Tears’ (Par) and ‘Men | 
Against Sky’ (RKO), plus vaude. | 
Expect big $6,000. Last week, ‘Reu- 
ters’ (WB) and vaude, $5,800, good 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3.039: 30-40-50)—‘Zorro’ (20th) and 
‘Young People’ (20th) Immense 
$10,000 coming uv. Last week. ‘Knew 


What Wanted’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican 
Spitfire’ (RKO), with $4.700. fair 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-35) 


‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th). Going for big $2.700 Last 
week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th) (2d run), fine 
$2.600. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 16- 
32)—‘Love Again’ (MG) and ‘Sea 
Raider’ (Par) (2d run). See fair 
$2,000. Last week. ‘Syracuse’ (U) 
land ‘Talked Too Much’ (WB) (2d 


run), $1,900, fair. 


20th Assigns Writers 
Hollywood, Nov. 12 

Three writers were handed new 
assignments on three forthcoming 
productions at 29th-Fox. 

John Taintor Foote went to work 
on ‘Home in Indiana,’ a racetrack 
yarn; Jack Andrews on ‘Breach of 
Discipline, and Sam Hoffenstein on 
‘The Great American Broadcast.’ 





| holdover privilege and shapes up for 


| 500. 
cate big $3,900. Last week (30-41), | 


of screen program arousing little in- 
'terest for about $8,000 average. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 30-44-55)— 

‘Spring Parade’. (U) and ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO) dual. Opened 
(11) at holiday scale. Last week, 
|“Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col), held 10 days for 
good $13,400. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75 )—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and stage show. Should hit ex- 
cellent $23,000. after first week piled 
up close to $29,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Men 
Against Sky’ (RKO). Got under way 
(11). Last week, ‘Howards’ (Col) 
and ‘Lady Question’ (Col), on 16-day 
run, satisfactory $12.000. 

State (Loew’s-F-WC) (2.414: 30-44- 


44-55 )—‘Arise Love’ (Par) and Danc- 
ing on Dime’ (Par). Drawing very 
good night trade, but tepid matinee 
patronage. Will hit around $20,000 
‘and lead the town. Last week, ‘No 
‘Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Father Prince’ 
| (WB). $17,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 75-$1.10) | 
—Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk). Won the 


about $15,000. First week okay $26,- 


Paramount (M&P) (1.797; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘East of River’ (WB) and ‘AIl- 
ways Bride’ (WB). Okay for around 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Knute Rockne’ 
(WB) and ‘Calling Husbands’ (WB) 
(both continued run from two weeks 
at Met), $7,500. 

Scollay (M&P) 
‘Knute Rockne’ 


(28 - 39 - 44 - 50)— 
(WB) and ‘Calling 


‘ . 55-75) —‘Mark Zorro’ (20th) an 
Husbands’ (WB). Playing fourth ‘Young People’ (20th) dual. Siiehtic 
week in town. Will take around) shove average and with Armistice 
4.000, okay. Last week, ‘Argentine | nay trade landing $15.000. Last week, 
Way’ (20th) and ‘Foreign Cor- | ‘Pinger’ (M-G) and ‘Honeymoon’ 
respondent’ (UA) (both 2d run), ‘(M-G), so-so $12.000 
$4 000. United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100: 

State (Loew) (3.600: 75c-$1.10) 30-44-55) ecisine’ tat (2d oat 


‘Dictator’ (UA). Holding for sec- 
ond week, and aiming at so-so $10.- 
500. First week $17,000. 


‘CARSON’-AMS NIFTY 
$14.500 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Nov. 12 


and ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) dual. Hold- 
ing over ‘Wvomin?.’ with ‘Finger’ en 
moveover. Good $4,400. Last week, 
‘Wyoming’ (M-C) and h.o. of ‘Argen- 
tine Way’ (20th). neat %5.000 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2414: 39-44-55) 
—Wyoming’ (M-G) (24 wk) and 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G) 3iz slightly 
un on current bill, with around $6.- 
300 in sight. Last week, ‘Wyom'ne’ 
(M-G) and holdover of ‘Argentine 
Way’ (20th), fairish $5.200 





Standout grosser in Omaha thi 
week is ‘Kit Carson’ with Major “ 
Bowes’ ‘Talent Parade’ at Orpheum. | (RKO) and Disney shorts slus 
The Brandeis is doing much better ‘Maisie’ (M-G), split with ‘Gow 
this week with Dietrich’s ‘Seven Sin- | ([nqd). lecturer, and ‘Dance Girl” 


At the Omaha, ‘Foreign Cor- 
tent’ will touch a fair figure 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-40- 


. , 
ners. 
respon 


(RKO),$900. 

Town Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25 )— 
“Young Hickok’ (Rep), ‘3 Faces West’ 
(Mono) and ‘Man Talked Too Much’ 


55)—‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and Bowes’ (WB), triple split with ‘Sundown 
unit. Big $14,500. Last week (10-30- Saunders’ (Cap), ‘Burn ’Em O'Con- 
40), ‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and nor (M-G) and ‘Royal Rodeo’ (WB), 
‘Public Deb’ (20th), light $9,000. and ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- |‘Stand Up Fight’ (M-G). Fair $800. 


25-35-40 )—‘Seven Sinners’ (U) and |Last week, ‘Ride Tenderfoot’ (Rep), 
‘Father Prince’ (WB). Upping box- | ‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
office to $6,500. Last week, ‘Angels | (Col), split three ways with ‘Murder 
Broadway’ (Col) and ‘Blondie Ser- Afloat’ (M-G), ‘Swifty’ (Cap) and 
vant’ (Col), fair $5,500. ‘Pony Express Days’ (WB) and ‘Losi 
Omaha Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) Horizon’ (Col) (reissue), and ‘Lucky 
—‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and Partners’ (RKO), lively $1,000. 


‘Young People’ (20th). Fair $8,500. Avenue-Military-Dundee( Gold- 
Last week, ‘Arise Love’ (Par) and berg) (950: 300; 600: 25)—‘Love 
‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th), light $8,- Again’ M-G) and ‘Howards Vir- 
000. ginia’ (Col), split with ‘Sea Hawk’ 
State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— (WB) and ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO). 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Howards Good $1.200. Last week, ‘Snow 
Virginia’ (Col), split with ‘Sea Hawk’ White’ (RKO) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G). 
(WB) and ‘Wildcat Bus’ (RKO). split with ‘Turnabout’ (UA) and 
Fair $900. TY.ast week. ‘Snow White’ ‘Nanre Girl (RKO) anand C1 IAA 














THANKSGIVING WEEK ATTR 
ALL OVER THE NATION!| 


World premiere this week at the Roxy, 
N. Y., with Kay and his band in person for 
a special and sensational engagement 
positively limited to seven spectacular days! 
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PETER BORIS BELA 
LORRE « KARLOFF + LUGOSI 
HELEN 








PARRISH 


x K O 
RADIO 
PICTURE 


DENNIS O’KEEFE - ALMA KRUGER 
and KAY KYSER’S BAND, featuring 


GINNY SIMMS 


HARRY BABBITT - ISH .KABIBBLE 
SULLY MASON AND 
Produced and directed by “THE COLLEGE OF MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE” 


DAVID BUTLER Screen play by James V. Kern 
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London Exhibs Consider Extension 


Of Opening Ho 


urs a Near-Major Win 





+ 


London, Oct. 29. 

Near enough to a major victory to 
draw huzzahs from metropolitan 
film exhibs is okay (17) by London 
County Council of new opening 
hours for weekdays and Sundays. 

Three-way request from the trade 
met with a sole nix on reduction of 
Charity Tax levied against the Sab- 
bath take. Cinematograph Exhib- 
itors Ass’n’s London branch indicates 
it’ll try again to whittle down the 
charity figure, as sympathetic atti- 
tude of Council chairman Reginald 
Stamp holds promise of eventual cut. 
It remains at 13%. 

Weekday playing times are now to 
run from 10:30 a. m. provided house 
is shuttered by curfew hour of 9 p.m. 
Sunday opening permits operating 
from 1:30 till 7 p. m. 

Air-raids have hypoed Sabbath at- 
tendance at cinemas into the old Sat- 
urday class. To cash in on this now 
eountrywide change, CEA will press 
for opening hours in all provincial 
towns to be in line with London 
break for exhibs. There are bound 
to be difficulties in way of hinterland 
swing-over, but opinion is the close- 
to-London areas will follow the new 
ruling. On these Council’s exhib 
body is already concentrating. 


MEX CITY MAPS 
DAILY TAX YIELD 


Mexico City, Nov. 12. 

After more coin which they are 
confident the cinemas can yield, the 
civic fathers are arranging to re- 
vamp their tax system for the ex- 
hibitors. Instead of checking rev- 
enues of the cinemas during the last 
quarter of each year so as to set a 
base for taxation during the ensuing 
32 .nonths, the fathers intend to put 
cinema taxation on the basis that 
was in effect some years ago, a daily 
settlement. 

This daily pay, the authorities are 
convinced, will be much more profit- 
able to the civic treasury than is the 
flat tax. Besides, the daily chore is 








figured to provide 80 jobs, as cinema’ 


b.o. inspectors. When this system 
was in effect, the exhibitors had to 
pay these inspectors. They will 
probably have to do it again. 

Opinion of exhibitors is divided 
about this forthcoming daily taxa- 
tion. 


Foes of Mex Labor Czar 
Fear That Deiay of Union 





Voting Aids His Chances: 





Mexico City, Nov. 12. 


Long Voyage Home 





J. A. McConville, Columbia's for- 
‘eign manager, and Jack Segal, head 
‘of foreign exchange operations, left 
|Buenos Aires Thursday (7) on their 
‘return journey to N.Y. 

Charles Roberts, home office su- 
|pervisor for Latin-Americas, is with 
| the group. 


BRITISH STUDIO 
WORKERS GET 
BOOSTS 


London, Oct. 29. 

New wage agreement for studio 
labor has been inked. It provides for 
increases of 6c on hourly rates for 
47-hour week. Workers in this group 
under 21 years of age draw half the 
boost. 

Labor on a weekly payroll basis 
is upped by $2.50; under 21’s again 
going for half that amount. In- 
creases in the weekly category apply 
only to envelopes under $40; em- 
ployees pulling down $40-$60 week- 
ly draw a $2 raise. Femme workers 
over 21 are upped by $1.50. New 
scales are retroactive to July 1 for 
workers earning less than $40; those 











Boost Forced Showing 


La) 


7 
mie 


Budapest, Oct. 

Minister of Interior has issued de- 
cree which rules that henceforth 
25° of all feature pictures shown in 
|Hungary must be of Hungarian 
|make, as against the 20% proportion 
;of home-mades enforced up to the 
‘present. Thirty percent of all ac- 
companying shorts must also be 
locally made. Official newsreels, the 
showing of which is compulsory in 
,every program, are not to be 
reckoned within this contingent. 

In order to prevent crowding of 
less profitable home-made features 
|into the off-season months and keep- 
|ing all foreign hits for the height of 
the season, the decree rules that one 
Magyar picture is to be put on the 
program after every three imports. 
| An additional market for Hun- 
|garian films opens in the Transyl- 
|vanian territories reclaimed from 
|Rumania recently. No Hungarian 

films were allowed within this ter- 


' 


lritory during th 22 years of 
Rumanian regime. Although popu- 
lation of this territory is well over 


1} 
nun 


| 2,000,000, 


is 


only 32. with seating capacity of 
about 15,000. 


Hungary Okays 
80G Unfreezing 
For Yank Film 








Budapest, Oct. 27. 





in higher brackets go on from 
Oct. 14. 

Deal was handled by George El- 
vin, representing Film Industry Em- | 
ployees Council, with Maurice Os- 
|trer looking after producers. Union 
‘tops are now negotiating for a/| 


standard pact on lines of closed shop | 


for studios. Producers committee 
met last week (22) to discuss this. 


| 
‘Gaumont-Gainsborough 
Use Studios as Shelters 


London, Oct, 29. 








| 
| Pictures, first to ignore the Hitler 
| blitzkrieg, have their own shelter in 
| the studios, complete with bunks to 
| accommodate 200. Have also leased 


| agreed to unfreeze $80,000 for Ameri- 


Hungarian National bank has 
can pictures in 1940, the same amount 
as in the previous year. Total num- 
ber of features imported by local 
branches of American firms will 
again be 52, same as in 1939. 

In issuing import permits, prefer- 


ence has been given to the distribu- 
|tors who imported American films 


last year, and to producers of Hun- 
garian-made pictures. No distribut- 
ing firms owned by Jews have re- 
ceived import okays. 

There are still enough American 
and French films left over from the 
1939 crop to make up for shortage 
|and transport difficulties. There’s 


| velop in 1941. Hungary now has 586 


|picture theatres, of which 90 are in| 


| Budapest. 
Of this season’s openings, ‘Stanley 


Of Magyar-Made Pix 


nber of picture theatres | 





Brenner Back to Job 


Richard Brenner, Metro's general 
manager in Chile, who has been in 
N.Y. for home office huddles, re- 
turned to Santiago Thursday (7). 


| Brenner was in U.S. about two 
, weeks, 











PIX SHORTAGE 


HYPOS SWISS 
~ PRODUCTION 





Berne, Oct. 27. 


Exhibitors in Switzerland, where 
360 motion picture theatres present 
600 feature pictures annually, will be 
facing hopeless shortage within a few 
months. Naturally, such a_ large 
number of pictures shown to a com- 
paratively small population cannot 
be big moneymakers, and that’s why 
producers have not been tempted to 
make specific Swiss films. Hence 
there is hardly any local prodfict to 

_take the place of imports. 


| French and German pictures need- 
ed no dubbing to be shown in Swit- 
zerland, and even Italian pictures 
| found a market in the southern can- 
| tons without having to incur the ex- 
pense of dubbing. Only American 
| and English product had to be dubbed 
|}in French or German. One or two 
joint French-Swiss productions were 
|shot in Switzerland in recent years, 
|benefiting by Swiss alpine scenery, 
|but independent Swiss efforts have 
| fallen flat. This was probably due to 
| narrow budget limits. 
| The threatening shortage, however, 


| has given new impulse to production. | 


A Film Chamber has been founded, 
merging several production and dis- 
| tributing corporations, with the pri- 
|mary purpose of boosting inland pro- 
|duction. First step has been to or- 
|ganize official newsreel, shown by 


Gaumont Britis h-Gainsborough | no telling how the situation will de-| every theatre throughout the coun- 


try. Only newsreels to be shown be- 
side this are German Ufa and Italian 
| Luce; neither Fox, Paramount, Pathe 
|nor Gaumont is any longer to be 


| 70-bedroom mansion in the country | and Livingstone,’ ‘Hollyweod Caval- | seen in Switzerland. 


| to evacuate employees and families. 


First time in two years GB-GP has Haudecoeur’ featuring Harry Baur,! also made a fair start. 
had two pictures shot simultaneously. | and ‘Yes or No,’ Hungarian comedy, | current year three big fe 


As result of ‘insignificant’ inter- 


| ruptions, via raids, most of the other | 


| English film companies are going 
‘ahead with their schedules, voting 
| the blitzkrieg a flop. 

Incidentally, Ostrer claims that 
| H. G. Wells’ ‘Kipps,’ which he is 
| doing for 20th Century, is most lav- 


|cade,’ French feature ‘President 


are proving the biggest attractions. 





Schless To Inspect 
Latin-American Mkt. 


Robert Schless, Warner Bros.’ new 
foreign sales chief, plans to leave on 


|ish film he has made to date, and|an extended inspection trip of the 





Amusement biz got a jolt just| will cost over $300,000 before it 
when it had indulged a sigh of re-| reaches the cutting room. 
lief at the news that Prof. Vicente | 
Lombardo Toledano, Mexico’s labor Preps Gutiry Release 
czar and reputed red, is to step down| J. M. Gottesman, newcomer in the 
as chief of the Confederation of | foreign film distribution field in N.Y., 
Mexican Workers. News was that/| has arrived in US. with a print of 
Toledano woulg surely be licked at | “They Were Nine Bachelors,’ latest 
the Confederaiion’s annual elections ,Sacha Guitry French-made starrer. 
this month. | Picture was written and directed 
But the elections are not going to| by Guitry. 








|Latin-American market in the next 
two weeks, 

It will be his initial trip to South 
being named foreign 
| Schless formerly was Warners’ man- 
‘ager in Europe, remaining at the 
|New York office when Hitler shut 
down most of the European market 
to U. S. distribs. He succeeded Joe 
‘Hummel, who was made his assistant. 





tion has decided to postpone them 
until February, with the explanation 
that this delay is necessary because 
the new government, slated to take | 
office Dec. 1, will need at least a 
couple of months to get down to biz. 

Now. there are doubts about Tole- 
dano going out. It is even said that 
the three-month election grace will 
give him a chance to win over some 
of his foes. However, a lot will de- 
pend upon the new government | 
whether the labor czar stays or goes, ruling for legit—an act going back 


ARTHUR DENT QUITS |(24) by Theatrical’ Managers } bay 
ASSOCIATED BRITISH 


| Seeks a permit okaying matinee per- 
London, Nov. 12. | formances in West End and Britain’s 
Arthur Dent, sales manager of key towns. 

Associated British Pictures, is re- Stage and Allied Arts League, in- 
signing and taking a vacation before corporated group of theatre or- 
announcing future plans. With the ganizations and unions, is solid be- 
sovernment taking over Elstree stu- hind the appeal to Parliament. With 
‘Ulos, Associated British now is the seven-day contract trouble now’ 
imited to six feature pifiures per ironed out, performers are anxious 
year, which doesn’t give Dent suffi- to see some work. SAAL tagged 
vient activity or scope. ithe plea for lifting of Sunday ban 
Dent received a. ‘satisfactory’ set- as essential to survival of live thea- 

‘lement from the corporation, | tre during the war. 


be held this month. The Confedera- | — ‘ 
British Legit Mgrs. 





London, Oct. 29. 








to help clear away tape effectively 
restraining employment of vast and 
now idle show biz fraternity. TMA 





of its legit houses, but judicial o 
\1s for musical concerts only. 


‘forming day. 


Seek Suspension 


Of 159-Year Law vs. Sunday Shows 


Act prohibits any performance in 


Move to suspend Sunday closure ; costume or make-up; question of ad- | 


‘mission to houses can be sidestepped 
by the artifice of charging only for 
'the seat. Admish would be free. 


via appeal to members of the house Birmingham, key midlands city, has; Atlas 


succeeded in getting Sunday opening 


kay 


If move should click it is likely 
to be forerunner to eventual full- 
time Sunday legit openings. Changed 
living conditions occasioned by air 
blitz makes Sabbath the one free day 
for theatregoers, Plugging need of 
warding off death of legit is royal 
road to support from citizens adding 
their voice to drive on Parliament. | 
With hoped-for lessening of air raids | 
at winter’s set-in, matinees are seen! 
as possibly blooming to a full per- 


} 


America and Central America since | 
manager. | 


| Production of feature pictures has 
During the 
atures have 
been completed and four others are 
scheduled for completion before the 
|New Year. This does not solve Swit- 
zerland’s shortage problems, but is a 
step to national production, 


| Perfo 


rmers’ Salaries 
Increasing In Mexico 


Mexico City, Nov. 12. 

| Pay of players is going up here. 
| Chelo Gomez, a specialty chorine, is 
|eommanding, and receiving, the un- 
| precedented pay of $10.25 a day for 
ithree shows. 
| heavy-dough gal of the chorines, for 
| the rank and file of them cannot get 
| more than $1.25 to $2 per day; and 
most of them have to do four-a-day 
at that price. 

Esperanza Iris, ace Mexican come- 
dienne, who has a theatre here 
named after her, now a cinema, and 
Maria Conesa, the vet 
comedienne, can easily cop $31.50 for 
a single show. There were times 
not so long ago when even smash 
istars were glad to get $5 for a lot 
of long and hard work. 


Suit Over Mex Pic 











Film Exchange, 


Inc., has 


applied to N. Y. supreme court for | 


a writ of attachment on the New 
| York property of the German Camus 
y Cid, claiming the defendant, a Mexi- 
can film company, was breacning a 
contract with Atlas. Plaintiff claims 


to have made a contract with the! 
defendant Oct. 19, 1940, by which it! 


was granted distribution rights in 
the U. S. to ‘Cafe Concordia’ for six 
years, 

It is alleged that after payment of 
$300, the defendant has refused to 
order Mercury Film Labs, in whose 
possession the print remains, to give 
the plaintiff the print. 


That makes her the | 


Spanish | 


Strictly American Themes in U. S. Pix 
Are Behind Their B.0. Lag 


in Australia 


Sydney, Oct. 24. 

Australians are not going for U. S. 
films with strictly American themes 
and as a’ result such productions as 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ (20th), ‘Young 
Tom Edison,’ (M-G), ‘Edison the 
Man’ (M-G), and ‘Brigham Young’ 
(20th) are not doing as well at the 
_b.o., down under as expected, ex- 
| hibitors here aver. Stubholders are 
/not particularly acquainted with the 
stories behind these pix, they say, 
‘Exhibs use their rejection rights 
whenever possible consequently on 
this sort of screen fare. 


Anzac audiences also fail to supply 
big money for football, prize fight 
‘stories, politico, college and baseball 
films for the same reason. In con- 
trast, productions like ‘Irene’ (RKO), 
‘French Without Tears’ (Par), ‘It’s a 
Date’ (U), ‘Rebecca’ (UA), and ‘A)l 
This and Heaven Too’ (WB) are top 
grossers. 

Australian exhibitors, incidentally, 
have turned thumbs down on re- 
makes from Hollywood. One prom- 
linent circuit executive explains that 
the public refuses to accept them. 
The boxoffice suffers as a conse- 
quence. Rather than buck public 
opinion, exhibs fall back on their re- 
jection rights to shelve these. 


NEW 20TH JOB 
FOR MORGAN 


Twentieth-Fox took one of its first 
steps toward realigning its foreign 
| staff last week when W. B. Morgan, 
|managing director in France, was 
|}appointed manager of Trinidad by 
|W. J. Hutchinson, foreign chief. 
| Other shifts may be made to care 

















for personnel dislocated by the 
European war although Ben Mig- 
gins, presently in New York, is 


carrying on his position as European 
chief from the home office. 

Morgan’s stay in the West Indies 
territory hinges en the outcome of 
|}events in Europe. J. V. O’Gara, for- 
|mer manager in Trinidad, moves to 
|Chile where he replaces A. Ruscica 
as managing director. Latter re- 
signed, 

Morgan leaves for Port-of-Spain to 
| establish headquarters on Nov. 13. 
He has been in New York since a 
|short time after the Nazi conquest 
of France. 








Better Representation 
Urged by Sais Snider 
For Pix in Antip Gov't 


Sydney, Oct. 24. 

Sam Snider, co-director of Snider- 
Dean, has been mulling over contest- 
ling a vacant United Australia Party 
seat in Parliament. Snider said that 
jhe had been invited by powerful 
local interests to run, but was heav- 
| ly committed on biz matters. 
| Snider, however, pointed out that 
the pic industry should be repre- 
sented in Parliament more fully than 
hitherto in order to offset prior 
blows taken at the industry by 
politicos without any true knowledge 
of the pic industry. Given anything 
like decent backing, Snider stated 
that he felt sure current hindrances 
| could be safely overcome. 
| Connected with the Film Council of 
| Australia, Snider was mainly re- 
sponsible for preventing the govern- 
ment from bringing down product 
restriction on imports in the early 
|days of the war to conserve dollar 
exchange. Synder also. brought 
about a better understanding be- 
tween exhibs and producers, and is 
presently engaged attempting to 
create better relations between the 
distrib group and the Exhibs’ Assn. 








HANBURY MEMORIAL FUND 
London, Oct. 29. 

Scheme for concrete remembrance 

of Ralph Hanbury, RKO chief here, 

kille® by bombing, is taking shape 

of gift checks to Cinema Trades 

| Benevolent Fund. 

| Sponsored by Arthur Brown of 





Gaumont British, plan calls for sub- 
scriptions from intimates of Han- 
bury in film biz, the whole amount 


| to be turned over to CTBF as#Han- 


| 


| bury Memorial Fund. 
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VARIETY in its initial issue desires 
to announce the policy governing the 
paper. 

We want you to read it. It will be 
interesting if for no other reason than 


VARI " 
that it will be conducted on original RIETY traditions spri 
pring from a statement of pub 
OT pub- 








lines for @ theatrical newspaper. 


lishin ° ° 

ri 
The first, foremost and extraordi- 9P nciples clearly set f ° 
nary feature of it will be FAIRNESS. orth in an editori 
Whatever there is to be printed of in- itor ial which 
terest to the professional world WILL 
BE PRINTED WITHOUT REGARD TO 
WHOSE NAME IS MENTIONED OR 
THE ADVERTISING COLUMNS. 


“ALL EY ALL THE TIME” Sh 
d “ABSOL Y FAIR” th 
scatsheentlh st es _ people who have 
The news part of the paper will be read VARIETY with 
un- 


swervi 
given over to such items as may be “ loyalty week aft 
obtained, and nothing will be sup- of- er week for 


That was 35 years ago. 








_ a-cent more th . 

pressed which 1s considered of interest. ur hy e tha 

M TE PROMISE YOU THIS AND SHALL y have supported the traditi na third- 

NOT DEVIATE. , raditional poli 

The reviews will be -written con- It 1S traditional th cy. 

scientiously, and the truth only told. at show 

If it hurts it is at least said in fairness the business cel b people in every bra h f 

and impartiality. ebrate wi ncno 
ith VARIETY 


We aim to make this an artists’ pa- of its foundin 
g. 


et 


per; a medium; a complete directory ; 


[ . ‘ the annive 

a paper to which anyone connected servi t IS their newspa e b eal rsary 

with or interested in the theatrical Ing them year atte p r, t eir instrument 
r year ‘ 





world may read with the thorough 
knowledge and belief that what is 
printed is not dictated by any motive 
other than the policy above outlined. 


During th . 
; WWE WANT YOU FOR A SUB g te coming Holiday VARIETY will publish 
ish its 








SCRIBER. If you don’t read VARIETY 
you are missing something. 

Do you want to read a paper that’s 
honest from the title page to its last 
line? That will keep its columns clean 


of ‘‘wash notices” ? That WILL NOT A 
BE INFLUENCED BY ADVERTISING ! 5 
That's VARIETY. k 


To insure you receiving VARIETY 
REGULARLY, send in your gubscrip- 
tion now. You will find it coming to —— 
you regularly to any permanent ad- servations, I 
dress given, or 45 per route.” 

The only positive Way to get 
VARIETY is to subscribe for it NOW. 

This paper 18 for variety and variety 
only in the broadest sense that term 
implies. 


Ww 








Is honesty the best policy! 
VARIETY will give the answer in 1%s 
fifty-first number. 
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FANTASIA 


(TECHNICOLOR) 

Walt Disney's animation of a series of 
eight musical compositions, interpreted by 
Leopold Stokowski and the Philadelphia 
Symphony orchestra. Comment by Deems 
Taylor. Group includes Bach's Toccata 
end Fugue in D Minor, and Tschaikow- 
sky's “The Nutcracker Suite,’ both directed | 
by Samuel Armstrong; Dukas’ ‘The Sor- 
cerer’s Apprentice,’ direction by James 
Algar; Stravinsky's ‘Rite of Spring,’ di- 
rected by Bill Roberts; Beethoven's ‘Pas- 
toral Symphony,’ directed by Hamilton | 
Luske, Jim Handley and Ford Beebe; Pon- | 
chielli's ‘Dance of the Hours,’ directed by 
T. Hee; Moussorgsky’s ‘Night on Bold 
Mountain’ and ‘Ave Maria,’ directed by 
Wilfred Jackson, Production supervisor, 
Ren Sharpsteen; story direction by Jeseph 
Grant and Dick Huemer; musica! direction, 
Edward H. Plumb; editor, Stephen Csillag. 
Previewed at Broadway, N. Y., Oct. 11, 
40: regular run starts Nov. 13, ‘40, twice 
daily, $2.20 top. Running time, 120 MINS. 


Walt Disney, who never is further 
back in the film parade than the 
front line, presents a new and novel 
treatment of animated cartoons in 
a group of illustrated classical musi- 
cal compositions, under the title of 
‘Fantasia.’ Heretofore, Disney hes 
worked solely in collaboration with 
his own highly trained staff of ani- 
mators, story-tellers and musicians. 
In ‘Fantasia’ h2 has enlisted el-o 
the assistance of Leopold Stokowski, 
the Philadelphia Symphony orches- 
tra and Deems Taylor, as screen 
commentator. The result of mixing 
ajl these ingredients, including his 
own unique approach to things the- 
atrical, is a two-hour variety show, 
which spans the formidable enter- 
tainment categories ranging from a 
Mickey Mouse escapade in the title 
role of Dukas’ “The Sorcerer’s Ap- 
prentice’ to a very lovely musical 
and visual interpretation of Schu- 
bert’s ‘Ave Maria.’ | 

There is something in ‘Fantasia’ 
for every taste. The eight individual 
compositions have been selected 
with an eye and ear to a wide audi- 
ence. The presentation eclipses any- 
thing previously attempted in me- | 
chanical sound entertainment and it | 
Was necessary to install special RCA 
reproduction equipment to cope 
with the recording innovations. 
Similar installations will be required 
wherever these Disney novelties are 
shown. It is the purpose of the spon- 
sors to proceed slowly with out-of- 
town openings. The Broadway thc- 
atre, formerly the Colony, under- 
went a six weeks’ job of interior 
renovations in preparations for the 
premiere. 

Whether such costly preliminary 
outlays will be justified by com- 
mensurate popular boxoffice supnnort 
is the showmanship problem of ‘Fan- 
tasia.”” Currently the bill is being 
shown twice daily, at advanced ad- 
missions over the prevailing price 
scales at the theatres operating on 
the continuous plan. The huge film | 
gross, rolled up. by ‘Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs’ was garnered 
from the long established type of 
houses. ‘Fantasia,’ therefore, is not 
only a new kind of sound picture: 
it also must create its own channels 
of exhibition. 

Disney never will be charged | 
with any lack of commercial cour- | 
age, considering the task he is un- 
dertaking in the face of physical ob- 
stacles, The only comparable pio- 
neering in film history, perhaps, is | 
to be found in the early struggles of | 
Vitaphone. Disney will encounter 
the same scoffers, the same doubt- 
ers—and, very likely, the same gen- 
erous success. 

Affinity of music and the screen 
has been a long established partner- 


shin. ‘Fantasia’ best can be de- 
scribed as a successful experiment 
to lift the rélationship from the 


plane of popular, mass entertain- 
ment to the higher strata of apncal 
to lovers of classical music. The 
boost isn’t so far from general taste 
as might be imagined, in the light of 
the proselyting which radio, with 
the help of Toscanini, Damrosch 
and others, has been carrying on in 
millions of American homes for 
some years. 

When the audience settles itself at 
‘Fantasia,’ and the house lights are 
dimmed, the screen reveals a proces- 
sion of musicians, comprising one of 
the great symphony orchestras, 
shown in shadow and color, as vio- 
linists. ’cellists, wood-winds, harpists 
and brasses take their accustomed 
chairs. It is a disjointed represente- 
tion in which no more than four or 
five players are shown at one time. 
The moment of tuning is enhanced 
by the directional loud-spea'ers, 
which are placed behind and on 
either side of the screen, the strin«s 
at right and the percussions at far 
left. Through a series of impres- 
sionistic drawings and colorings. Sto- 
kowski mounts the podium. What 
the audience sees is a single figure: 
what it imagines is an orchestra of 
163 artists poised for the first bors of 
Bach’s ‘Toccata and Fugue in D 
Minor,’ 

Deems Taylor has explained that 
the first offering is a flight of sheer 
fancy on the part of the Disney i)lurc- 
trators. The Bach number is nine 
minutes of pictorial kaleidoscope, in 
the course of which various gay and 
bizarre representations of musical in- 
struments are flashed in grotesque 
shaves across the screen. 

The familiar Tchaikowsky ‘Nut- 
cracker Suite’ is the second offering, 
somewhat longer, as it runs 14 min- 
utes. Like its predecessor, the ani- 
mation was supervised by Samuel 
Armstrong. Pictorially, it is a series | 
of charming ballets, the leading and 
supporting characters of which are 
flowers, fish and fairies that cavort 

in whimsical surroundings. Some of | 


bies’, 


|reunites the producer and the ac- 


it is reminiscent of ‘The Water Ba- 
a short which Disney produced 
some time ago. The underwater 
color effects, the impish capers of the 
flower petals, the grotesque dance of 
the mushrooms in Chinese costumes, 
and the designs of the fan-tail fishes 
are striking and amusing. ; 

Comes Mickey next as the mis- 
chievous apprentice in the Dukas 
number, in the telling of which he 
becomes highly and humorously in- 
volved with a broomstick. ; : 

First part closes with Stravinsky's 
‘Rite of Spring,’ the most ambitious 
number on the program and a 20- 
minute gasp for breath. Here is vis- 
ualized the birth of creation, the 
heavenly nebulae and the placement 
of the solar system in the universe. 
It is a brilliant piece of imaginative 
conception, relating the evolution of 
sea life into land reptiles, the bat- 
tles of the dinosaurs and the prob- 
able extinction of prehistoric animal 
existence through centuries of blis- 
tering earthy heat. 

Reserved for the second part are 
the Beethoven ‘Pastoral Symphony’ 
and Ponchielli’s ‘Dance of the Hours. 
Former is a mythological allegory, 
employing Zeus and others on Mt. 
Olympus. Hamilton Luske, Jim 
Handley and Ford Beebe supervised 
the execution which is one of the 
loveliest tales that has come from the 
Disney plant. In contrast, the studio 
tackled the ‘Dance of the Hours’ in 
a facetious mood, burlesquing and 
satirizing the ballet traditions. Among 
the dancers are elephants, rhinos 
and ostriches, Z - 

Concluding film is a combination 
of Moussorgsky’s ‘Night on_ Bald 
Mountain,’ a terrifying exposition on 
evil, and the compensating ‘Ave 
Maria,’ charmingly sung by Juliette 
Novis with appropriate decor. . 

Characteristically, Disney’s credit 
lists extend over several typewritten 
pages. General supervision of ‘Fan- 
tasia’ was handled by Ben Sharp- 
steen, Joe Grant and Dick Huemer; 
musical direction, Edward H. Plumb; 
musical film editor, Stephen Csilla¢; 
recordings, William E. Garity, C. O. 
Sylfield and J. N. A. Hawkins. 

Estimates of the production cost of 
the film put the figure at slightly 


This is a filmized biography of 
Mrs. Leslie Carter with actual facts 
getting abundant sacharrine dipping 
for picturization purposes. Lacking 
marquee heft, and with doubtful in- 
terest in the life of an American 
glamour stage story of two genera- 
tions ago, picture still carries more 
than nominal feminine appeal to | 
make it standard programmer that | 
will catch above-average matinee 
trade when soloed or top-billed. 

Although picture limits itself to 
about a 15-year stretch in Mrs. Car- | 
ter’s life, it mainly devotes its foot- | 
age to the first three and last two 
years of that period. It’s episodic 
and decidedly sketchy, dipping sev- | 
eral times into tedious 
that lack clarity and fidelity in story 
structure. 

Claude Rains provides a standout 
characterization as David Belasco 
and his work, coupled with that of 
Miriam Hopkins as Mrs. Carter, does 
much to maintain interest in the 
proceedings. Picture opens in 1889, 
when Mrs, Carter is a victim of her 


sequences | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Super- 
lative craftsmanship by Disney, 
Stokowski, et al. To be special- 
ly exhibited with new sound. 

‘Lady With Red Hair’ (WB). 
Okay saga of Mrs. Leslie Carter 
starring Miriam Hopkins. 

‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G). Well- 
paced whodunit provides strong 
program entertainment. 

‘Sandy Gets Her Man’ (U). 
Baby Sandy surrounded by able 
comics to provide suitable hoke 
laugh amusement support. 

‘Give Us Wings’ (U). Adven- 
tures of kid flyers parade reg- 
ulation drama with comedy m1ix- 
ture. Good dual supporter. 

‘Girls Under 21’ (Col). Okay 
program melodrama with Ro- 
chelle Hudson, Paul Kelly, Bruce 
Cabot. 

‘The Devil's Pipeline’ (U). 
Arlen-Devine action item that 
has some fair comedy value. For 
the duals. 

‘Prairie Schooners’ (Col). An- 
other Wild Bill Hickok western 
adventure, below standard of 
others. 

‘The Merry Wives’ (Czech).® 
Romantic comedy-drama from 
the Czech studios, with censor 
trims leaving in enough tang. 

‘Fricndly Neighbors’ (Rep). 
Mediocre comedy starring the 
Weavers. For the family trade 
exclusively. 














wee as a theatrical boarding house 
| landlady, Laura Hope Crews is good 
as Miss Hopkins’ mother, but Rich- 
‘ard Ainley lacks material snow 


much as Payne. alt. 


GALLANT SONS 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Ired- 





e413 2— | erick Stephani production. Stars Jackie 
more than $2,000,000, a sum within | CK Stipe Eranville, Gene. Reynolds; 
the range of fantasy in the face Of | features Gail Patrick, Ian Hunter. Di- 
the marketing limitations which are | rected by George B. Seitz. Screenplay by 
confined to this hemisphere. Subjects | William R. Lipman and Marion Parson- 
H . 4 net; camera, Sidney Wagner; editor, Ben 
are of the kind, however, which may | Lewis. Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, 
return earnings for many years. Nov. 8, ‘40. Running time, 71 MINS. 
Flin. | Byron ‘By’ Newbold...... ..Jackie Cooper 
a | Kate Pendleton.....cees:: Bonita Granville 
| FORGERY “DAVIGs » 05008 veve cee Gene Reynolds 
LADY WITH RED HAIR Clare Pendleton....ccccccececs Gail Patrick 
| ‘Natural’ Davis.........s+eee+- Ian Hunter 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. a —— a ee rat — } 

Warner Bros, release of Edmund Grainger | «neery? Monrose..-.-------+» William Tracy 
production. Stars Miriam Hopkins; fea- | Harwood ‘Woody’ Hollister.. Tommy Kelly | 
tures Claude Rains, Richard Ainley, Laura | AS Sine, os. occcc. tewand Ashins | 
Hope Crews. Directed by Kurt Bernhardt. | Oja¢ Larsen....... <o5 ante El Brendel 
Screenplay by Charles Kenyon and Milton | Bapton Newbold. .....sscceecs Minor Watson | 
Krims from the story by N. Brewster | wadame Wachek.......-..+-- Ferike Boros 
Morse and Norbert Failkner, based upon | petelle...........0.0e0e- Charlotte Wynters 
the memoirs of Mrs. Leslie Carter; camera, ac nw 06's ae bE Donald Douglas 
Arthur Edeson; editor, James Gibbon. Pre- | Judge. ......ceecesceeceecees George Lessey 
viewed at WB, oe Nov. 11, ‘40. | 

Running time, 78 MINS, nine : 

Caroline Carter........-.2; Miriam Hopkins | Providing a switcheroo to the 
Se § Ae epeeierery Claude Rains | regulation story procedure of a who- 
aly: + ARI ade age cnard Ainley | dunit, ‘Gallant Sons’ is solid program 
Mrs, UdleY .ccccccccee olsi 1ura ope Crews | : . of 

Mra. Frasier. .ccccccccccccce Helen Westley | entertainment that will supply strong 
Charles Bryant........ssecceeess John Lite] |Gual support in the keys, and catch 
ee eer Mona Barrie |a good share of bill-toppers in the 
| Me. CUEOR- 0000000000 000004 ++ VICtOF Jory |family houses where Jackie Cooper 
‘~. tean........ Mi ng carries marquee strength. 
ale rrr Johnnie Russell Story unfolds the adventures of a 
Henry DeMille. ....ccccsecee Selmer Jackson | group of kids to solve a murder for 


|which one youth’s father has been 
convicted. Hewing to a straight line 
of action and plausibility, the picture 
|}sters to pick 
| which eluded the professional detec- 
tives; and the final exposure of the 
real murderer through the device of 
a high school play. 

Despite the basic dramatic fourda- 
tion of the yarn, the youthful ex- 


|huberance and spontaneity of the| 
| youngsters while embarked on their | 


self-appointed mission is continually 
displayed through deft writing and 
direction. Director George B. Seitz 
does much in his piloting to keep the 
antics of the kids within the bounds 
of realism. 

Jackie Cooper continues in stride 
as one of the most capable players 
re the younger screen juveniles. 

» 
group, Cooper takes fullest advan- 
tage of his opportunities to turn in a 
slick performance. Gene Reynolds 
is the kid whose father takes the rap 
for the crime in order to shield other 


ne lie * , persons who might have _ been 
Ss 4 » . . . 
ow - s oe aot te. in| smeared in the trial. Bonita Gran- 
-hicago, and loses custody of her ville is the lone girl in the group, 
young son. Determined to regain 


the child through quick acquisition 
of wealth and fame, she goes to New 
York with letter of introduction to 
Belasco. Latter passes her off with 
a promise to write a starring play 
for her, but time elapses until she 
stalks him to finally impress with 
fiery determination. Belasco works 
hard to make her an actress, but first 
show flops. After she is ready to 
marry actor Lou Payne, and start 
learning in stock, Belasco persuades 
her to postpone marriage for re- 
hearsals of another play which 
scores for a year’s run. Finding her 
son lost to her forever, after striv- 
ing for that aim, she lives in the 
theatre only. Following American 
and European triumphs, she finally | 
breaks with Belasco, seeks out} 
Payne and marries. 
her fortune on a series of failures, | 
and on her last stand, Belasco is per- | 
suaded by Payne to direct the final | 
rehearsals of a play that clicks and 


tress. 

Miss Hopkins provides a topnotch 
performance of the determined and 
tempestuous actress. Rains as Belasco 
will be tabbed as one of the season’s 
best portrayals, Helen Westley 





Couple spend! % 


while Leo Gorcey and William Tracy 
provide good comedy along the way. 
Gail Patrick, Ian Hunter, June Preis- 
ser, Tommy Kelly, Minor Watson. 
Edward Ashley and El Brendel 
rcund out a most competent support- 
ing cast. 
his usual comedy as the Swede 
school janitor, while Ashley grooves 
neatly as the real murderer. Walt. 


SANDY GETS HER MAN 


| Hollywood, Nov. 7. 

| Universal release of Burt Kelly produce 
tion. Features Raby Sandy, Stuart Erwin, 
Una Merkel. Directed by Otis Garrett ard 


Paul Gerard Smith. Original screenplay by 


Sy Bartlett and Jane Storm; camera, E]- 
|} wood Bredell; editor, Philip Cahn Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Nov. 6, 
"40, Running time, 65 MINS, 
Sandy COC Oe ee erase eres eesens Baby Sand 
Bill. .ccccesscsecs soccccccose Stuart Erwir 
MM ciiehatkiewkk eves Vaawen he Una Merkel 
pire Chief Galvin... .oceees Eigar Kennedy 
Police Chief O’Hara...... William Frawley 
MS. bike ss.oaneeoaseKas Edward Brophy | 
Bagshaw SOP ON 0bs 545046606408 Wally Vernon | 
CNS Vhs 0600050 esd ov ceunnee Jack Carson 
Councilman Clark........ William Davidson 
on. ad ee Pee Fie John Sheehan 


Justice’s Wife. ...... cee 


Isabel Randolph 


Baby Sandy is the mainspring for 


some broad and ofttimes rowdy and | 


displays the ingenuity of the young- | 
up the murder trail | 


rill comedy in this programmer 
that will provide ample amusement 
as dual filler in the family and 
juvenile houses. Toddling and talk- 
ing her way along, the bright young- 
ster is provided with more material 
than former pictures where her 
efforts were confined to cooing and 
looking cute in brief shots. 

Contest of the police and fire de- 
partments to win the major share of 
municipal appropriation—with dis- 
tribution resting in the hands of a 
new councilman—sets up sufficient 
story background on which to un- 
roll the many gags, complications 
and thrill sequences. Sandy is the 
granddaughter of the councilman, 
and youngster’s mother is being 
courted by fireman Stuart Erwin and 
police captain Jack Carson, Race for 
the bulk of the appropriation has 
both departments egging on. their 
favorites for a running series of 
complications. Sandy continually 
wanders off and when in the keep- 
ing of either the cops or smoke- 
eaters raises plenty of excitement for 
all concerned. But Erwin finally 
wins out for the firemen, after a 
thrill rescue of the baby from a 
burning building. ; 

Picture makes no pretense in 
achieving anything more than laugh 
amusement for the family trade, and 
hits that mark. Sandy manages 
to hold attention, and is surrounded 
‘by a group of comics who deliver 
| their material in broadest style. 
Erwin is the slow-thinking fireman, 
|pitted against the snappy and fast- 
talking Carson in the bid for Miss 
Merkel’s hand. Edgar Kennedy 
effectively slow-burns as the fire 
chief, with William Frawley hopping 
around fast as the police head. 
Edward Brophy and Wally Vernon 
'are prominent as a pair of goofy 
firemen, while Isabel Randolph has 
|'one laugh episode as bell-ringer at 
the wedding chapel. 

Script by Sy Bartlett and Jane 
Storm whips the picture along at a 
fast pace, with direction by Otis 
Garrett and Paul Gerard Smith in- 
jecting many broadly slapstick gags 
en route, Walt. 


GIVE US WINGS 


Hollywood, Nov. 8. 








Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction. Features Dead End Kids and 
l,ittle Tough Guys, Directed by Charles 

| Lamont. Screenplay by Arthur T, Horman 
and Robert Lee Johnson; original by Eliot 
Gibbons; camera, John Boyle; editor, 
Frank Gross. Previewed at Hillstreet, 
L.A., Nov. 7, °40. Running time, 60 
| MINS, 
| Tom TrTTeTT TS TTT Cree Ter Tee Billy Halop 
SR et Ree ere ee Huntz Hall 
PMNs 66 Gaedndak baede aA ..Gabriel Dell 
Ks tbAceke sein babs siaie ae hs Bernard Punsly 
carb ehasiewha tahoe as aie Bobby Jordan 
| York Perry ere rrr rE eT Wallace Ford 
Mork eeeecdeusecesesceaeed Anne Gwynne 
RAEN 6 FS6R6 wee 6Oeeboen oabaneue Victor Jory 
Whitey ceocccccsccsccsessescnemp Howard 
. errr ert eee Milburn Stone 
PPR hccehensseseanate’ ouae Harris Rerger 
Be v.66. 0-0006400 0s 6asetecucts Billy Benedict 


The ambitions of a group of tough 
| kids to become air pilots provides 
| sufficient story foundation to carry 
| this moderate budgeter through the 
secondary duals as supporting fea- 
ture, especially with the action and 
juvenile trade. 

_ Story picks up the five boys learn- 
ing aeronautical mechanics in an 
NYA Work Program plant, but tak- 
ing flying lessons with their meagre 
savings. Victor Jory, operator of a 
| crop-dusting firm in the south, hires 
the quintet to fly his fleet of out- 
moded crates. But Manager Wallace 
Ford refuses to allow the kids to un- 
dertake the hazardous work without 


Sr. 


is @ fa. 
this one 


sters from the city slums 
miliar screen fable, yet 
about ’teen-age girls has an Original 
approach and new angles, However 
it’s the way the story is told plus 
several deft characterizations and 
sparkling dialog that lifts it above 
the level of the well-known case 
history on metropolitan juvenile de. 
linquents. Director Max Nosseck 
grabs most of the laurels for his neat 
pacing and clever manipulation of 
the situations. 

Starts off with the femme toughies 
imitating the mannerisms and traits 
of Frances White (‘Rochelle Hud. 
son), sister of one of the girls, who's 
married a rich gangster because 
she prefers this to an uncertain life 
of drudgery. When she breaks with 
| the mobster, after doing time for be. 
jing in on one of his deals, an old 
|sweetheart, Johnny Cane (Pau 
Kelly), brings her back to an honest 
|job. Because she’s reformed, Cane, a 
/high school teacher, eventually jg 
lable to dissuade the feminine delin. 
quents to halt their petty thievery, 
Pilfering expedition into a large de. 
partment store, which results in 
death to the innocent girl stooge for 
|the youthful gangsters, builds to a 
neat climax. 
| Rochelle Hudson, cast in a more 
| sympathetic role than usual, is real. 
istic as the sadder but wiser girl of 
the slums. Kelly, away from usual 
| mobster type, is unconvincing in the 
ltrying role of the fighting school- 
'master. Bruce Cabot makes a differ- 
ent sort of gang leader. 

Film is sort of a preview on com- 
ing feminine screen talent because 
six juvenile roles figure in yarn, 
Tina Thayer, Roberta Smith, Lois 
Verner, Beryl Vaughan, Joanne 
Tree and Dellie Ellis (stooge for the 
femme toughies) make up the 
would-be slum band who dislike the 
rules of society. Thayer girl, as sis- 
ter of the gangster’s wife, looks like 
| a_find. She’s a- former N. Y. model, 
| Most powerful portrayal is contrib- 
uted by Miss Ellis, cast as the stud- 
ent who tries to become a regular 
member of the gang until accident- 
jally killed. Roberta Smith, daughter 
lof Paul Gerard Smith, | screen 
|scripter, also shows potentialities, 
This is her second film. In the sup- 
|port, William Edmunds does a trim 
‘characterization as the Italian father, 














Wear. 
+ J . . 
The Devil’s Pipeline 
Universal release of Ben Pivar produce 
tion Stars Richard Arlen, Andy Devine; 


features Jeanne Kelly, James Flavin, Fran- 
cis McDonald. Directed by Christy Cae 
banne. Story, Paul Huston; adaptation, 
Huston, Clarence Young, Larry Rhine, Ben 


Chapman; film editor, E. Curtis; photog- 
raphy, John Boyle. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
Noy. 9, '40. Running time, 65 MINS, 
4. METEVTTTETURULT OTOL Tere Richard Arlen 
MP aac 60b6b 6600000008065 0604 Andy Devine 
| LUT... ccsccccccccccsccccsceed Jeanne Kelly 
SPE ce cccdoncesteosees ...James Flavin 
SEE SE. bc beeesosobas Francis McDonald 
POM 5 tc Kccnenssededecdressassiess Mala 
PRs nec neneebueWabae saat John Eldredge 
Benedict... vccvcccscocsccerseces Eddy Waller 


| —— 
An inconceivable shanghaing racket 
'on a South Seas island seemingly 
controlled by an American oil com- 
pany forms the basis for a lot of 
fantastic action in ‘Devil’s Pipeline,’ 
another in the comic adventure 
series starring Richard Arlen and 
Andy Devine. The laughs, mostly 
from Devine, help ¢o lessen its lack 
of palatability, A lower-bracketer 
for the duals. 

Arlen and Devine are two petro- 
leum engineers who are sent to a 
far-off South Seas isle to investigate 
mysterious reports coming to the 





leader of the young hawkshaw | 


Brende] hits attention with | 


plenty of training, and thus gains homeoffice of an oil company. They 
their enmity. Eventually Jory ca- | arrive but before they have a chance 
joles Bobby Jordan into a ‘crop- to look into matters, both are framed 
dusting flight that ends disastrously,|for an arrest and sentenced to hard 
and shows the kids that Ford was'labor. The inmates are serving as 
really protecting them against sure|Prison labor for the local bosses of 
death. | the oil concern, latter's racket being 
Tied in with present air training | to hire the convicts cheaply and then 
of youth, picture is of current in-|turn in regular payrolls to the h.o. 
terest. Story follows obvious dra-| How in the name of fanciest fiction 
matic lines, with plenty of slapstick | they could get away with it 1s some- 
|horseplay among the boys injected |thing alse. _ ; 
[to keep the picture from going sta-|_ For an actionful climax, Arlen and 
tic. Direction by Charles Lamont | Devine lead fellow-workers who had 
over-emphasizes both the dramatic | been sold in slavery in a pitched 
and comedy passages, with all of| battle against the local gendarmes, 
the boys doing plenty of mugging | 8uards for the oil company and 
and double-takes. others. Nitroglycerine is used for 
Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel | SOme effective bombing. 
Dell, Bernard Punsly and Bobby|_ It took four writers to adapt the 
Jordan are the flying neophytes, | Paul Huston original but their com- 
Jory is the villain, while Ford| bined efforts add a to little al- 
catches audience sympathy as the though some of the augh lines are 
protector of the overly-ambitious| fairly good. Plot is stretched until it 
| kids. Anne Gwynne is the sole|8ets pretty tiresome at times and 
femme member of the cast, for light | Suspense is not so well maintained. 


| romantic interest. Walt. | Romance also is not developed very 
| ee eae | interestingly. 
Girl who doesn’t belong where she 
| GIRLS UNDER 21 is, the steno, is Jeanne Kelly, — 
Columbia release of Ralph Cohn produc- |flat. Oil company reps gypping ; i 
tion, Features Bruce Cabot, Rochelle outfit are James Flavin and 0 d 
Hudson, Paul Kelly, Directed by Max | Eldredge, while Francis McDonal 
| — Raye rag story and screenplay by | plays the local island boss. . 
ay Dratler and Fanya Foss; asst. direc- . } ’ i ic 1S 
tor, Clifton Broughton; camera, Barney Christy Cabanne’s meahtr 
McGill; music, M. W., Stoloff; editor, along regulation lines. sitet 
Pata Nelson. At Globe, N. Y., week | ee S 
, Nov. 9, '40. Running time, 64 MINS, | 
| smiley 3 bk SEREEE ED LEE EOE Bruce Cabot PRAIRIE SCHOONER 
Frances \Vhite............ Rochelle Hudson Columbia production and release. Stars 
Johnny CANE. .ccecccvccccccccees Paul Kelly | Bill Elliott; features Evelyn Young. Di- 
Jennie White TYTTILiTTT itr Tina Thayer | rected by Sam Nelson. Story, George Cory 
Sloppy wg | Pe ere Roberta Smith | Franklin; screenplay, Robert Lee Johnson 
yo ee ene Lois Verner | and Fred Myton; camera, George Meehan; 
Marre ene Beryl Vaughan | editor, Al Clark. At Central, N. Y., week 
| Gertie SMON b oi0s-5 600-088 bass oboe Joanne Tree | Noy. 7 "40, dual. Runing time. 58 MINS. 
, | Tessa Mangione............ .-Dellie Ellis | Wild Bill Hickox.........0++-+: Bill Elliott 
Tony Mangione........+. William Edmunds | Virginia Beton,..........+0+5 Evelyn Young 
MENS RMEON Sb osiveonescutccewes SUEE ZOO | COMMNOMUEN 6 665.600 0 5050005.0008 Dub Taylor 
BPOUEY ch 60000 00.004%05000080 20660 eon ZFC | Dalton BStall..vscccecveesess Kenneth my 
| emmemeneneme Wolf Tanner. .....e00¢ sb veveoese ag ine 
‘ > . Fit GIDOS. ceccctcvcccceccecsesss 30D 
FR yf no pretense to be. PEAT | Care GAUNB.cccccccccccssssccs Netta Packer 
|thing excepting a program picture,| agams.....--..-.......--. Richard Fiske 
Girls Under 21’ jells as sturdy dual} Rusty....... Selenindenesee Edmund Cobb 
' fare. In spots where patrons go for | Chief Sanche.........+.... cocces Jim Thorpe 


| ‘Dead End’ kid mellers and gangster 
| yarns, film can stand on its own de- 
| Spite the weak title. 

Reformation of hard-boiled young- 


Latest Wild Bill Hickok thriller 
gives Bill Elliott a break, showing 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Extra! THE N 
ESCAPE 
CLAUSE! 


In the event that a picture should immedi- 
ately establish itself as a sensational box- 
office attraction — 


























For instance, if it should be playing a 
3rd week at Radio City Music Hall, N. Y. 
and continue to do outstanding business— 


Likewise, if in all early bookings such as 
cities like Philadelphia, San Francisco, 
Detroit, Denver, Akron, Cleveland, Harris- 
burg, Reading, Memphis, etc., it should be 
an extraordinary commercial success — 





In such an instance, it is agreed that the show- 
men of America should clear their booking 
schedules to permit long and successful 
extended engagements of such a picture. 





Such a picture is M-G-M’s “ESCAPE” starring 
NORMA SHEARER, ROBERT TAYLOR with 

} Conrad Veidt, Nazimova, Felix Bressart, 
Albert Bassermann, Philip Dorn, Bonita 
Granville. A Mervyn LeRoy Production. 
Screen Play by Arch Oboler and Marguerite 
Roberts. Based on the novel “Escape” by 
Ethel Vance. Produced by Lawrence 
Weingarten. Directed by Mervyn LeRoy. 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com. 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 


BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Production currently is slightly up, but with all 
major studios making heavy progress in number of 
completed productions for current season. Only plant 
not putting any new pictures into work past couple 


1 tures are in work. Columbia has four in various stages, 

RKO and Republic three each and United Artists two. 
Completed or released pictures totaled 181 at close of 
business Nov. 9, with a total of 295 remaining to be put 


| into production on all lots. With 37 now in production, 1940, 


COPYRIGHT, 





of weeks is 20th-Foxr, where Zane Grey's ‘Western studios have 124 either in cutting rooms or on shelves Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Union’ is still shooting, being only opus in reduction. | ready for early release. Current week is expected to Drama: W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Activity centered at Metro, Paramount and Warners see more activity at the various lots. Figures herewith indicates date of VARIETY’s review and running time, 


with six each shooting and Jniversal where five pic- 

















WEEK OF RELEASE—9/27/40 























(C | bi , art; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Katherine Hep- a ae aS OBES Sit ae a 
oilumdia burn, Cary Grant, James Stewart, John Howard. Angels Over Broadway (Col) 10/9 D 78 D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Hayw’rth 
- LITTLE NELLIE KELLY, musical; asso. prod., | Glamour for Sale (cos) Ry 7 = Hy arn Ae td 
. > ea : Ar ’ - qd lJorm: Taurog: ‘ig reorge _| Prairie Sscnooners (01) - EKMIOU-K, LOUNE 
Prom- Com- Shoot- Now To Be shape Freed; < solo Norman SUMPOR: 01 is —- ~ | Strike Up the Band (.4-G) 9 MU 115 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
ised pleted ing Cutting Shot Cohan; screen play Jack McGowan; camera, Ray June. | oy Mupsder (M-G) 9.25 M 71 RK. Johnson-W. Pidgeon 
Features ae 12 4 6 28 Cast: Judy Garland, George Murphy, Charles Win-) proms of the Desert (Mono) 11/6 M 64 L. Gray-R. Byrd 
Westerns ...... 16 7 0 3 8 ninger, Douglas McPhail. /Rangers ef Fortune (Par) 9/11 D 79 ¥F,MacMurray-P. Morison 
.  ssceae: 1 0 1 3 DR. KILDARE’S CRISIS, formerly SHOULD DR. im sull Alive (RKO) lv,/2 ~~ 4 K. Le a Hayes 
~ - ia ai a KILDARE TELL?, formerly DR. KILDARE No. 6,| Under Texas Skiew (hep) , 9, 18 > a 2. 
emo Fe gan ge + RE -epent Be “ oe ts srigh: 2 A -L.D: ; 
Totals ...... 64 20 4 10 39 | =| drama; Gen. Office prod.; dir. Harry Bucquet; original | gorng Parade (U) 10/2 . MU 89D. Durbin-R. Cummings 
Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: screen play, Max Brand; camera, John Seitz. Cast: ; _— Sal ea ATG, PERT , i 
: ah ey ie facie Fa ; _.._,. | Lionel Barrymore, Lew Ayres, Robert Young, Laraine | ~_ 
age en Lapeer + ste with er ot oy — 5 sabre Day, Samuel S. Hinds. Emma Dunn. WEEK OF RELEASE—10/4/40 
dir., Lambert Hillyer; orig. screen play, Fred Myton, FLIGHT COMMAND, meller; asso. prod., J. Walter _ aes: “%. oe 
camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Lenore Rubin: dir. Frank Borzage: original by C Harvey : a 
‘urrie. Sons of the Pioneers. Paul Sutton, Hank Bell ubin, Gir., srank Sorzage, original Dy Com. Harvey so you Won't Talk (Col) 10/23 © 63 J. E. Brown-F. Robinson 
Currie, Sons of the Pioneers, Paul Sutton, Han ell, “ oa. gie bs : a 3 : 
Jack Rockwell. Bob Nolan. Tim Spencer, Ben Taggart S. Haislip and John Southerland; camera, Hal Rosson. jyuley (M-G) 10 2 C 62. A. Sothern-l. Hunter 
En ot chstage =e : Walk : a Dick Botill : co assart, | Cast: Robert Taylor. Walter Pidgeon, Ruth Hussey. wie Swimmuin’ Hole (Mono) Cc sv M.M. Jones-J. Moran 
ce ones Sweet Veet’ Sm Sewanee * GALLANT SONS, formerly FIGHTING SONS, Quarterback (Par) 10/2 CD 71 W. Morris-V. Dale 
THUNDERING FRONTIER, western; asso. prod., | drama; asso. prod. Frederick Stephani: dir.. George ‘agon Train (RKO) Ww 60 'T. Holt-M. O'Driscoll 
Jack Fier; dir., D. Ross Lederman; screen play, Paul | Seitz; no writing credits; camera, Sidney Wagner. | G2Y Caballero (20th) 9 25 M 1 v. McLasien-A-Na 1 
Franklin; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Star- | Cast: Jackie Cooper, Gene Reynolds, Ian Hunter, nae Reokmenls Sascetenes tet 10/9 D 97 P: O'Brien-G. he 
rett, Iris Meredith, Raphael Bennett, Alex Callam, Carl | Bonita Granville, June Preisser, Edward Ashley, Gail iecle ‘ . Ae a ae 
Stockdale, Fred Burns, Bob Nolan, John Tyrell, Fran- | Patrick. ‘ . pat aaeealnal ee a 
cis Waiker, John Dilson. GO WEST, comedy; asso. prod., Jack Cummings: dir., WEEK OF RELEASE—10/11/40 
OUTLAWS OF THE PANHANDLE, formerly BLAZ- | Eddie Buzzell; no writing credits; camera, Leonard | ———-—— — ———-_- ——_— rn ——__—————= 
ING THE OKLAHOMA TRAIL, western: asso. prod., | Smith. Cast: Marx Bros., John Carroll, Walter Wolf | Third Finger, Left Hand (M-G) 10/16 CD 9" M. Loy-M. Douglas 
. Pp j ; " oa . . . ‘ 
Jack Fier; dir., Sam Nelson; no writing credits; camera, | _~- ADE X lod a Gottfried cance <u + w $4 R Rg ay _ 
George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Francis Rob- | SOMRADE X, melodrama; asso. prod., Gottfried Cherokee stra (Par) 10/2 ; hd pet ag | 
inson, Sons of the Pioneers, Stanley Brown, Richard | Reinhardt; dir., King Vidor; screen play, Ben Hecht and | a a gn gy Mo eal a os 4 S. Soars Sremeel 
Fiske, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer. and Charles Lederer; camera, Joe Ruttenberg. Cast: tine Ven senoe "emans F 10/9 W 52 D.Barr a 4 pd 
: : lark Gable, Hedy Lamarr, Sigmund Rumann, Vladi- te Ba 0 : ‘ mes . 
ARIZONA, western drama (1938-40); prod.-dir., Wes- ong Re wey 7 nee OS ann, vied | Down Argentine we Lt. 9 — = e. Ausvehe-B. } al 
ley Ruggles; screen play, Claude Binyon; original by ; | Father Is a Prince c 3. Mitchell-L, Patric 
Ciarence Budington Keiland; eamera, Joseph Walker. Metro Pix Now in Production | Little Bit of Heaven (U) 10/16 CD 8 G. Jean-H. Herbert 
Cast: Jean Arthur, William Holden, Warren William, COME LIVE WITH ME, comedy; gen. office prod.;/~~———— —_ om ee a eee 
Porter Hall, Paul Harvey, Regis Toomey, Edgar | dir, Clarence Brown; no writing credits; camera, | WEEK OF RELEASE—10/13/40 
Buchanan, George Chandler, Uvaldo Valera, Earl | Gearge Folsey. Cast: James Stewart, Hedy Lamarr, | — a putnaenqetipeipieeanniguithinttamantasanaities — 
Crawford, Colin Tapley, Byron Foulger, Wade Crosby, | Verree Teasdale. Donald Meek. * | Nobody*s Children (Col) D E. Fellows-L. Wilson 
Syd Saylor, Ralph Peters, Frank Darien, Nina Cam- KEEPING COMPANY, comedy; asso. prod. Sam | West ef Abilene (Col) w C, Starrett-M. Cooley 
pano, Frank Hill, Ear] S. Dewey, William G. Lomax. Marx; dir., S. Sylvan Simon; no writing credits; camera, | Moon Over Burma (Par) 10/16 D 74 D. Lamour-P. Foster m 
BEYOND THE SACRAMENTO, formerly GHOST | Karl Freund. Cast: John Shelton, Ann Rutherford, | Pegie (RKO) S18 10/30 : = = ce melaneen” som 
GUNS, western: asso. prod., Leon Barsha: dir., Lambert | Frank Morgan, Irene Rich, Virginia Weidler. slichtly T rt .  Markartet? * 
+ a : The I : . oon ar a's ; r Slightly Tempted (U) 10/30 € 60 H. Herbert-P, Moran 
Hillyer; orig. screen play, Luci Ward; camera, George | MAISIE WAS A LADY, comedy; asso. prod., J. Wal- 25 D389 





Dispatch from Reuters (WB) 9, 





E. Robinson-E. Best 








Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Evelyn Keyes. ter age? dir., —— L. Marin; no wens —- Saieesiciniiadliaiaes aie ee ames . —_——~ 
aaa . , a — , > ¢: ‘harles Lawton. Sast: Ann Sothern ew 
ESCAPE TO GLORY, formerly PASSAGE WEST, | S2™Mera, Charles Lawton. Cast: WEE ee 
¥, formerly . a i gaittofe — : . iS NEEK OF RELEASE—10/25/40 
melodrama; asso. prod., Samuel Pischoff; dir., John | ryt eed Maureen O'Sullivan, Rita Johnson, Edward 7 : 5 OS : —— = ae 
: ‘ig. story, Sidney ddell and pderick | ““sess + r : j 5 
prahm; a er ys sidney Bice a Bases x WILD MAN OF BORNEO, comedy drama;'asso. prod.,| Girls Under 21 (Col) 11/13 D 64 P. Kelly-R. Hudson 
Frank; screen play, P. J. Wolfson; camera, Frank | : . <geapa “ie Hullabal M-G) 10/30 MU 77. F. Morgan-B. Burk 
: 4+: Dat O’Brie edema “Uhiamanel ay | Joseph L. Mankiewitz; dir., Robert Sinclair; no writing | #Ullabaloo (M-G . & 2. eetganem. Urns 
Planer. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Constance Bennett, Edgar pill , : . Phanto f Chinj n (Mono D K. Luke- L, Long 
| credits; camera, Oliver Marsh. Cast: Frank Morgan antom of Chinatown (Mono) : oo oe 
Buchanan, John Halliday, Alan Baxter, Melville Cooper, | Billie Burke Bite ty egy Sani I lig oy £an, | Christmas in July (Par) 9/18 CD 66 D. Powell-E. Drew 
Marjorie Gateson. jp Sune Durke. Virginia Grey, Van Daley, JT. Knew What They Wanted (RKO) 10/9 CD 9 C, Laughton-C, Lombard 
a“ ‘ “ = | ZIEGFELD GIRL, musical; producer, Pandro S. Ber-| young Bill Hickok (Rep) 10/2 W 59 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
_THE LONE WOLF KEEPS A DATE, formerly RE- man; dir., Robert Z. Leonard; orig. story, William An-| Great Profile (20th) 8,21 D 79 J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 
VENGE OF THE LONE WOLF, formerly ALIAS THE | thony McGuire; camera, Ray June. Cast: Judy Gar- | Tugboat Annie Sails Again (WB) 10/23 C 75 M. Rambeau-A. Hale 
LONE WOLF, melodrama; asso. prod.. Ralph Cohn; | land, James Stewart, Lana Turner, Heddy LaMarr, | 5evem Sinmers (U) 10/30 RD 85 M. Dietrich-J. Wayne 
dir., Sidney Salkow; orig. screen play, Earl Felton and | Jackie Cooper. Ian Hunter. y Se eee ee a sali ici Riastekcssttsiaitasbamaditasediasate Sak 
Sidney Salkow; camera, Barney McGill. Cast: War- MEN OF BOYS TOWN, drama: asso. prod., John W. WEEK OF RELEASE—11/1/40 
ren William, Frances Robinson, Eric Blore. Considine, Jr., dir.. Norman Taurog: orig. by James! _ ee ee z At SD ait ee 
THE WILDCAT OF TUCSON. formerly THE | Kelvin McGuinness: camera, Hal Rosson. Cast. Spen-| Eseape (M-G) 10/30 D 105 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
ROUNDUP, western; assoc. prod., Leon Barsha; dir., | cer Tracey, Mickey Rooney. Blondie Plays Cupid (Col) 10/30 c 67 P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, George = Take Me Back to Oklahoma (Mono) w T. Ritter-S. Anderson 
Meeh: st: j iot Talte avlor rely Dancing on a Dime (Par) 10/16 D 73 G. McDonald-R. Paige 
fleehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Walter Taylor, Evelyn Too Many Girls (RKO) 10/9 MU 8 L. Ball-R. Carlson 
Young. onogram | Li'l Abner (RKO) C 77 G. Owen-M. Ray 
ELLERY QUEEN, MASTER DETECTIVE, formerly | Who Killed Aunt Maggie? (Rep) 11/6 M 7 J, Hubbard-W. Barrie 
JOHN BRAUN’S BODY, drama: orig., Ellery Queen; insite I'm Nobody’s Sweetheart Now (U) 8/7 C 64 D., O’Keefe-C. Moore 
. -vil’s Pipe > J 55 le evine 
screenplay, Eric Taylor; camera, James L. Brown, Jr. Prom- Com- Shoot- New ToBe y + died Pipeline (U) = 11/13 M 69 R. Arlen-A. Devine 
cake a0. a Sea pre See Pa he ae ~ 4 . . : ‘ Always a Bride (WB) Cc R. Lane-G. Reeves 
Cast: Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Lindsay. Charles Grape- | ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
win, James Burke, Marsha Hunt, Michael Whalen, | Features ...... 36 7 0 3 28 | — Besggroemass 7 
Katherine DeMille, Fred Niblo, Morgan Wallace. Westerns ...... 24 3 1 t 19 WEEK OF RELEASE—11/8/40 
ACROSS THE SIERRAS, western; asso. prod., Leon _ _ _ — — a ; ae =m —_ 
arsha; dir.. D. Ross Lederman; no wrfting credits; | i eee 60 10 1 7 47 Fee, Sweet eS) ‘i MU J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
camera, George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Luana Pictures in the cutting room: Arise My T aaen ifen rsd - 100 } ghee ere ge 
Tn Te , . . mh * wT.) 7) - , 5 t . Y ‘ 44 ; * 2 . ry 
Walters. DRUMS OF THE DESERT, meller; asso. prod., Paul Friendly Neighbors (Rep) 11/18 c 67 Weaver Bros. and Elviry 
THIS THING CALLED LOVE, comedy; asso. prod., | Malvern; di:., George Waggner; screen play, Dorothy en ee tee Wee, (REO) 10/30 C 76 L, Velez-L. Errol 
Nillian -erlberg: dir Alexander all; scree ay, | > j Ji I lest: came re arikman. Ir (ets | See azers ep) 30 w 58 KR. Livingston-B. Steele 
William Perlberg; dir., Alexander Hall; screen play, | Reid, Joseph West; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast:| The Mark of Zorro (20th) 11/6 D 93 T. Power-L, Darnell 
George Seaton, Ken Englund, P. J. Wolfson; camera, | Lorna Gray, Ralph Byrd. Sandy Gets Her Man (U) 11/13 C 65 8&8 Erwin-U. Merkel 
Joseph Walker. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Melvyn Doug- SIX-SHOOTING SERENADE, western; prod. George | Pony Post (U) Ww me * i. hen n-F. Knight 
las, Binnie Barnes, Gloria Dickson, Allyn Joslyn, Lee | Weeks; dir., Roy Luby; orig., George Plympton; adapta- | East of the River (WB) 10/30 RD 173 J. Garfield-B. Marshall 
J. Cobb, Gloria Holden | tion, Oliver Drake; camera, Ed Linden. Cast: Roy Cor-| - - ad 





Columbia Pix in Production rigan, John King, Max Terhune. Lita Conway. Rov saieaeal. a 
an, Joh ing, Ma erhune, Lite vay, ; WEEK OF RELEASE—1i/15 

PHANTOM SUBMARINE, formerly OCEAN GOLD, | Barcroft, Jack Rutherford, Tom London. . y SSE ASS 51/15/80 _ 
neller; asso. prod., Ralph Cohn; dir., Charles Banton; | _ PHANTOM OF CHINATOWN, meller; asso. prod.,| Beyond the Sacramento (Col) w B. Elliott-E. Keyes 
screen play, Joseph Krumgold: camera, Barney McGill, | Paul Malvern; dir., Phil Rosen; screenplay, Joseph | Gallant Sons (M-G) D J. Cooper-J. Preisser 
Cast: Anita Louise. Bruce Bennett. Oscar O’Shea. John | West; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. ‘Cast: Keye Luke, Three Men from Texas (Par) Ww B. Boyd-R. Hayden 
Tyrell, Pedro de Cordoba, Victor Wong. | Lotus Long, Grant Withers. ecwerny a es oo? S J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 

THE GREEN ARCHER, serial; Larry Darmour pro- | _ TAKE ME BACK TO OKLAHOMA, formerly OKLA- | Street of Mewowne Ww G. Autry-J. Durante 
7 .s ite ape . ; | HOMA IN restern: ase ; . - eet of Memories (20th) 1/3 D 6 L, Roberts-G. Kibbee 
ducer; dir.. James Horne: no writing credits: camera, | MA BOUND, western; asso. prod., Edward Fin-| One Night in the Tropics (U) 11/6 MU 82 l . 

in : ; ‘na r; : . re i, . : noe : . . é . A. Jones-V. Bruce 

James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Victor Jory, Iris Meredith, | ney; dir., Al Herman; screenplay, Robert Emmett; | South of Suez (WB) D G. Brent-G. Fitzgerald 
Forrest Taylor. camera, Marcel A. LePicard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Slim a 


LEGACY, drama; asso. prod., Robert Sherwood; dir., 


| Anderson, Bob Wills and Texas Playboys. 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/22/40 


Gregory Ratoff: original, Charles Bonner: camera, ARIZONA FRONTIER, western; asso. prod., Edward | — ‘ iz — 
Peverell Marley. Cast: Warner Baxter, Ingrid Berg- Finney; dir., Al Herman: screenplay, Robert Emmet; ome Wolf Keeps a Date (Col) M W. William-F. Robinson 
man, Fay Wray. | camera, Marcel A. LePicard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Slim ie ee ae (Col) M P. O’Brien-C. Bennett 
PENNY SERENADE, drama: asso. prod.-dir.. George Andrews Frank LaRue. Tristram Coffin. Richard eherg on Ble ae nag 2 . MU J. Garland-G. Murphy 
stevens: nc rriting lits: mera. Franz Planer. | Cramer. Gene Alsace, Jim Pierce im Thorpe th W oO Basin (Mono Ww R. Corrigan-J. King 
S € ve ns; n ) wl iting &. re dits; he an -yinh Fr ani Pili ner Sine “Muchos winken , We, e ce, J m rh rp . Hal North West Mounted Police (Par) 10/23 M 125 G Cooper-M. Carroll 
Cast: Irene Dunne, C ary Grant, Edgar Buchanan, Ann ce, Eve n Iniey, Art llcox and Texas Rrangers, The Fargo Kid (RKO) Ww 63 T. Holt-J. D mynd 
Doran. ; Monogram Pix Now in Production You'll Find Out (RKO) MU K —pomene Karloff : 
BLONDIE GOES LATIN, ccmedy; asso. prod., Robert | | HER FATHER’S DAUGHTER, drama; asso. prod.,| Texas Terrors (Rep) w D. Barry-J. Duncan 
Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer: no writing credits; camera, | I. E. Chadwick; dir.. Edward Dmytryk: screen play, tee ag ag BD Served (20th) Cc 68 J. Withers-R. Conway 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, | Adele Commandini; camera, John Mescall. Cast: Edith The I ios ieee © UR) 10/30 > a M. Lindsay-R. Bellamy 
Larry Sin ns. 7 ito Guiz: r 2ut Terry Fellowe # Wilbur Evan a Jacc 1eline Jells al ¢ tT ge r 7 ee 5 J. Wayne-T. Mitchell 
ums, T xuiza tuth Terry. cqueline Wells, Alan Ladd, | The Letter (WB) D B. Davis-H. Marshall 


THE FACE BEHIND THE MASK, drama: asso. prod., 
Wallace MacDonald; dir., Robert Florey: no writing 





credits; camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Peter Lorre, | Epo meagpe western; asso. prod.. George Weeks: dir.. Roy | 
Evelyn Keyes, George E. Stone, Jol Tyrell, Don | Luby; screenplay. Elmer Clifton: camera, Edw: in- | Ellery » : . : Sea 
Beddoe. . ‘ st den. Cast: Rav Corrigan. Salen King, Max a | ny Bg “—an eee Sven > R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
ccnp pee UNDER TEXAS STARS, western; asso. prod., Ed- | Little Men (RKO) D K. Francis-J. Oakle 
ward Finney; dir.. Al Herman; screen play, Robert Em- | tag Ra Missus (Rep) Cc R. Karns-R. Donnelly — 
Metro mett; camera, Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, | The dg | MU A. Faye-J. Oakie 
Slim Andrews, Virginia Carpenter, I. Stanford Jolley ieee (UA) (U) c W. C. Fields-F, Pangborn 
ge Jack Rutherford, Gene lsace. "" | Lady with the Red iM I he Ag pe en 
Seems tame Sheet Meow Bite Poor tcsan te | _ wa te ee Mair (WB) 11/13 D 88 M. Hopkins-C. Rains 
ised pleted ing Cuttin oy _ ais 
Features . 50-52 Ps 6 ll ’ a P t ———— WEEK OF RELEAS 12/6/40 
= a ~— _ = aramoun | Great Plane Robbery (Col) r 
Totals ....50-52 15 - . y ( ; M J. Holt-V. Lester 
Pictures in cutting rooms or sarin ee ir “age |Ge Wee tran ae W 8 C. Btarrett-E. Meredith 
ESCAPE, drama; producer, Lawrence Weingarten: Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe | A Night at Earl Carroll's (Par) MU sone eee. ya ae 
director, Mervyn LeRoy: from novel by Ethel Vence: : ned pleted ing Cutting Shot Korder Legion (Rep) Ww i eG alaves 
gomeen, Robert Planck. Cast: Norma Shearer. Robert gy ie 7 4 ; 7 : | Moma or eae br L. Bari-L. Nolan 
aylor, Nazimova, Feli >ssar as. : : ; r 7 ms Cc S88 T. -N. Gr 
Granville. x Bressart, Paul Lukas, Bonita saneed- Gtitimen 2 ) e 1 1 Invitation to a Murder (WB) D T. Ra ceehty pond 
STARS LOOK DOWN, drama: produced in England; | & M@*¥ey-- : . ° d . | 2E a/é eo 
original by A. J. Cronin: director, Carrol] Reed. ” Cast: Total 45 22 "¢ raced aa i oe OF RELEASE—12/13/40 2 ae 
Emlyn Williams, Margaret Lockwood, Michael Red- = nt ath - . ‘ a is Dr. Kildare’s Crisis (M- ae 
grave. Pictures in cu ting rooms or evaitir Z release Tennt Rangers Ride . *) : D L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 
THE PHILADELPHIA STORY, drama: asso. prod TEXAS RANGERS KIPE AGAIN, formerly TEXAS, Mysterious Dr. Satan ine)” ae ba “ = po eee hg ll 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz: director, George Cukor: orig- formerly TEXAS RANGERS KIDDE AGAIN, western Murder Over New York (20th) M See aeeewee 
inal by Philip Barry; screenplay, Donald Ogden Stew- (Continued on page 20) he invisible Woman (U) M J. Barrymore-J. Howard 
; L ouldn't Say No (WB) Cc R. Pryor-E. Arden 


Judith Linden, Roger Daniell, Marion Kerby. 
WEST OF PINTO’ BASJN, formerly 








TRIPLE | 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/29/40 
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WAIT TILL YOU HEAR FROM THE MO 


—when you play 


se RIOT ROMANCE 


set to music...and comedy... 
to make a nation’s heart glow 
and its feet itch to dance! 


RiE 19 

















ae; Ae, eo eye ae , 
“Rain didn't’stop the crowds St Paterson, N:J.. when 
“‘One Night in.the Tropics’; premiered there last week! 


PP ROL hry I ong * 















- starring 
ALLAN JONES - NANCY KELL 
Song-Star of “The Boys from Syracuse” At her loveliest since “Jesse James’ 





BUD ABBOTT & LOU COSTELLO 


Radio Sensations of “I'm a baaad boy” fame 


ROBERT CUMMINGS 


Romantic Hero of “Spring Parade” oe 
with MARY BOLAND - LEO CARRILLO - WILLIAM FRAWLEY rc Kn 
‘ PEGGY MORAN - NINA ORLA - RICHARD CARLE 


Directed by A. EDWARD SUTHERLAND 


Associate Producer: Leonard Spigelgass 
Sereenptay by Gertrude Purcell and Charles Grayson 


Adapted by Kathryn Scola and Francis Martin from 
the novel “Love Insurance” by Earl Derr Biggers. 


A THRILLING JEROME KERN SG 
Topping his “ROBERTA” and “SHOWBO 


ome “You and Your Kiss, fe 



























with Hot hit songs: 
“Simple Phi 























aie 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued 


drama; GMO production; director, James Hogan: script, 
William R. Lippman and Horace McCoy; camera, 
Archie Stout. 
Robson, Broderick Crawford, John 
Grapewin, Anthony Quinn, 

A NIGHT AT EARL CARROLL’S, musical: 
roduction; asso. producer, Earl Carroll; 
Curt Neumann; orig. screen play, Lynn Starling; cam- 
era, Leo Tover. Cast: Ken Murray, Rose Hobart, | 
Blanche Stewart, Elvia Allman, Earl Carroll, J. Carroll | 
Naish, Russell Hicks, William Davidson, Forbes Murray, 
Ralph Emerson, Allen Cavan, George McKay, Lillian 
Cornell, Jack Norton, Truman Bradley, Beryl Wallace, 
Ruth Rogers, Betty McLaughlin, John Laird, Sam Ash, | 


Miljan, Charley 


GMO | 


Kay Sutton, Mary Lou Cook, Florine McKinney, Wanda 
McKay, Jean Phillips, Lela Moore, Emory Parnell, Ray 
Walker, Billy Gilbert, Vera Lewis. 


A DATE WITH DESTINY, formerly DESTINY, 
drama; producer, George Arthur; director, Tim 
Whelan: screen play, Howard J. Green; camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Basil Rathbone, John Howard, Martin | 
Kosleck, Ellen Drew, Barbara Jo Allen, Ralph Morgan, | 
Kitty Kelly, Hugh Sothern, Howard Mitchell, Charles | 
McAvoy, Billy Benedict, Henry Victor, Douglas Ken- | 
nedy, Frances Raymond, Harry Hayden, Harry Bailey, 
John Laird, James Seay, Ben Taggart, Ned Norton, | 
Max Wagner, Edward Earle, Hugh O'Connell, Jean | 
Phillips, Kay Stewart, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaugh- 
lin, George Chandler, Norma Varden, Jacques Vanaire, 
Laura Treadwell, William J. Kline, Larry McGrath, 
Billy Wayne, Johnnie Morris, George Walcott, Paul | 
Kruger, Phillip Morris, Eddie Dunn, Dorothy Dayton. 


THREE MEN FROM TEXAS, western; producer, 
Harry Sherman; director Lesley Selander; screen play, 
Norton S. Parker; based on characters created by 
Clarence E. Mulford; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: 
Bill Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy Clyde, Esther Estrella, 
Thornton Edwards, Morris Ankrum, Dick Curtis, George 
Lollier, Glenn Strange, Neyl Marx, Lucio Villegas, 
Davison Clark, Morgan Wallace. 

VICTORY, drama: producer, Anthony Veiller; direc- 
tor, John Cromwell: script. John L. Balderston; based 
on novel by Joseph Conrad; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: 
Fredric March, Betty Field, Jerome Cowan, Margaret 
Wycherly, Sig Rumann, Fritz Feld, Rafaela Ottiano, 
Lionel Royce, William Stack, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Tommy Lee, Luke Chan, George Rosenor, Chester Gan, 
Jack Winn, Gus Reed, Alan Ladd, Sam Ash, Major 
McBride. 

THE NEW YORKERS, comedy-drama; prod., Paul 
Jones: dir.. Preston Sturges; script, Preston Sturges; 
camera, Victor Milner. Cast: William Powell, Ellen 
Drew, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Alex- 
ander Carr, Ernest Truex, Franklin Pangborn. 

THERE’S MAGIC IN MUSIC, musical drama; prod.- 
dir. Andrew Stone: no writing credits; camera, Theo- 
dor Sparkuhl. Cast: Allan Jones, Susanna Foster, 
Grace Bradley, Irra Patina, Richard Bonelli, Margaret 
Lindsay, Tandy Mackenzie, Lynne Overman, Fay | 
Helm, Hermo Haitto, Kaye Connor, William Chapman, 
Dolly Loehr, Patricia Trevers, Baby Maxy Ruth, Astrid | 
Allwyn, Rosella Towne, Hobart Cavanaugh, Ruth | 
Rogers, Esther Dale, Bert Roach, Emmett Vogan, 
Charles Bimbo, Sid D’Albrook, Russ Coller, Jane 
Keckley. 

SECOND CHORUS, musical; Boris Morros-Robert 
Stillman production; dir., Henry C. Potter; orig. story, 
Frank Cavett; screen play, Elaine Ryan, Frank Cavett; 
camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Fred Astaire, Paulette 
Goddard, Artie Shaw and ork; Burgess Meredith, 
Charles Butterworth, Frank Melton. 

VIRGINIA, drama, in Technicolor; prod.-dir., Edwara 
H. Griffith; orig. story, Eaward H. Griffith; screenplay, 
Virginia Upp; camera, Bert Glennon; Technicolor cam- 
era, William V. Skall. Cast: Madeleine Carroll, Fred 
MacMurray, Stirling Hayden, Paul Hurst, Tom Ruth- 
erford, Marie Wilson, Carolyn Lee, Louise Beavers, 
Leigh Whipper, Darby Jones. 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, comedy; prod.-dir.. Mark 
Sandrich; no writing credits; camera, Ted Tetzlaff. 
Cast: Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Mary Martin, Eddie 
(Rochester) Anderson, Verree Teasdale, Theresa Harris, 
The Merry Macs, Richard Denning, Russell Hicks. 

THE ROUND UP, western; prod., Harry Sherman; 
dir., Leslie Felander; screen play, Harold Shumate, 
based on story by Edmund Day; camera, Russell Har- 





Cast: John Howard, Ellen Drew, May | 


director, | 
] 
' 





————— 
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era, William Mellor. 
Eddie Bracken, Albert Dekker, Billy Gilbert. 


| Preston Sturges; 


Coburn, Eugene Pallette, William Demarest, Eric Blore, | quently, the 


Janet Beecher, Luis Alberni, Robert Creig, Martha 


O'Driscoll. 


Cast: Joel McCrea, Ellen Drew, | 


THE LADY EVE, drama; asso. prod., Paul Jones; dir., ' him up as a comer in the horse oper 
no writing credits; camera, Victor | ranks. é 
| Milner. Cast: Henry Fonda, Barbara Stanwyck, Charles | rambling, implausible yarn. 


a 











| PRAIRIE SCHOONERS 


Conse- 
comparatively elaborate 
production outlay seems wasted, | 


|Only meagre returns appear in pros- 


ROAD TO ZANZIBAR, musical drama: asso. prod., | pect. 


Paul Jones; dir., Victor Scherizinger; no writing credits; 


camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Bing Crosby, Dorothy La-|the Indians encamped in 


mour, Bob Hope, Glenda Farrell, Joan Marsh. 

NEW YORK TOWN, drama; asso. prod., Anthony 
Veiller; dir., Charles Vidor; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Charles Schoenbaum. Cast: Fred MacMurray, 
Mary Martin, Robert Preston, Lynne Overman, Akim 
Tamiroff, Betty Brewer. 


RKO-Radio 





Prom- Coem- Shoet- Now Te Be 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Studies ...... 37 19 1 10 24 
Westerns ...... 6 2 1 2 3 

The Play's the 

. ae 0 0 0 4 
Harold Lloyd... 1 0 1 6 0 
Stephens-Lang.. 3 1 0 1 1 
Walt Disney... 1 6 0 0 1 
ee 52 22 3 13 33 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


Plot does the redskins dirt. Maybe 


Colorado 
‘at the time were that dumb but it 
hardly is conceivable. Scripters 


| would have the audience believe that 
| the Injun chief sent his warriors 
|gunning for a 





/who forces ranch owners to quit arid 
|Kansas for more fortunate Colorado. 
|Most of action centers on the trek of 


WILDCAT BUS, meller; asso. pro., Cliff Reid; dir., | this settlers’ wagontrain to the adja- 


Frank Woodruff; script, Lou Lusty; camera, Jack Mc- 
Kenzie. Cast: Fay Wray, Charles Lang, Paul Guilfoyle. 


THE FARGO KID, western; asso. prod., Bert Gilroy; 


cent state. Bill Elliott again is Wild 
Bill Hickok. Besides looking like a 
\cowboy, he also is a first-rate thes- 


dir.. Edward Killy: screen play, Morton Grant, Arthur Pian. Dub Taylor, his aide, is effec- 


V. Jones; camera, Harry Wild. Cast: Tim Holt, Ernest 
Lynn, Jane Drummond, Cyrus W. Kenball, Ernie 
Adams, Paul Scardon, Glenn Strange, Mary McLaren, 
Paul Fix, Dick Hogan. 


LITTLE MEN, drama; prods., Gene Towne and Gra- | 


ham Baker; dir.. Norman McLeod; story and screen 
play, Gene Towne and Braham Baker; camera. Nick 
Musuraca. Cast: Kay Francis. Jack Oakie, George 
Bancroft, Jimmy Lydon, Ann Gillis, Charles Esmond, 
Richard Nichols. 

REMEDY FOR RICHES, comedy drama; asso. prod., 
William Stephens; dir.. Erle C. Kenton; orig., Lee Loeb. 
Cast: Jean Hershoit, Dorothy Lovett, Edgar Kennedy, 
Billy Gilbert, Reine Riano, Barry McCollum, Maude 
Eburn. 

NO, NO, NANETTE, musical; asso. prod. and dir., 
Herbert Wilcox; adaptation, Ken Englund; camera, 
Russell Metty. Cast: Anna Neagle, Richard Carlson, 


|tive for comic relief. Evelyn Young, 


As much can't be said for the 


a film. 


wagontrain of 17 | duction. 


Film Reviews 


___.. Continued from page 16 





| beth, the one true love of the count'< 
| life, is capably played by ~ Poncteye Ay 
| tova, one of the few brunettes jn the 

Other beauteous wives or 
sweethearts figuring in the plot are 
Helena Friedlova, Jirina Shejbalova 
and Elen Halkova. 


Besides nice scoring by Jaros 
Kricka, camera work by Jan re 
sizes up well Wear. 





Friendly Neighbors 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro. 
Stars Weaver Bros. and Elviry 





families because he feared loss as | Seotes oe Se eee, Screenplay, Dor- 
: > i) a cGowan; camer: > . 
on “we ‘a Fe an still rongaay Sag Chaitles Craft, musical dire 
j ; s or, Cy. Feuer. Previewed in Projection 
lavailable in that state and more than | Room, N. Y., Nov. 7, 40. Running time 
|a handful of settlers have moved out | 67 MENS. , 
there in subsequent years. | Abner... .....ssseeeees orrtire Leon Weaver 
Also, the authors have conveniently | ae WITTTiTTiTe vootocveces Frank Weaver 
made a whole shipment of rifles ap- | Nancy... ioe hoe 
pear by magic so that the redskins | Bumblebee Hibts......... Spence: Charters 
can attack the wagontrain. Another | ‘Notes’............eeceeeeeees Clif! Edwards 
quaint twist is the failure of the In- | te mag PERE. 02 0c ceeceseeuese , ieee Hartley 
dians to come out victorious al-| poo... ee ger 
though outnumbering the white set- | The Governor................ Thurston Hall 
tlers about two to one. a. Sane oeececes “a Margaret Secdon 
Story itself is a far-fetched one | Snerim Potis.-....-...3. Farrell MacDonaia 
about a hard-driving, money-lender | smokey.....d...................Al St. John 





Since Republic has done this type 
of film before, and with no compunc- 
| tions about the type of audience for 
which it was aimed, ‘Friendly Neigh- 
_bors’ emerges as a film whose hokey 
| provincial aura will find some toler- 
ance outside the key spots. Starring 
jthe hillbilly trio, the Weaver Bros. 


the heroine, is comely but no great| and Elviry, from vaudeville and ra- 


shakes as an actress. Kenneth Har- 





' 
j 


as the money-lender. 
his fellow conspirator, is believably 
villainous. 

George Meehan chips in with trim 
photography, not being to blame for 


several inserts from previous west- | 


)}erns. 


outdoorer. Wear. 


THE MERRY WIVES 


(CZECHOSLOVAKIAN-MADE) 





Victor Mature, Roland Young, Helen Broderick, ZaSu | 


Pitts, Eve Anderson, Tamara. 


YOU'LL FIND OUT, musical comedy; prod.-dir., 


David Butler; orig. screenplay, David Butler, James V. | 
Kern; camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: Kay Kyser ork, | 
Boris Karloff, Peter Lorre, Dennis O’Keefe, Bela Lu- | 


gosi, Helen Parrish, Alma Kruger. 

LET’S MAKE MUSIC, formerly LET’S FIND A 
SONG, formerly MALVINA SWINGS IT, musical; 
asso. prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Les Goodwins; 
screenplay, Nat West: camera, Jack McKenzie. Cast: 
Bob Crosby, Jean Rogers, Elisabeth Risdon, Joseph 
Buloff, Joyce Compton, Benny Bartlett, Loujs Jean 
Heydt, Frank Orth, Grant Withers. 

REO Pix Now in Production 

CITIZEN KANE, drama; prod., dir., story, Orson 
Welles; camera, Gregg Toland. Cast: Orson Welles, 
| Dorothy Comingore, Ruth Warrick, Joseph Cotten, 
| Everett Sloane, Richard Baer. 


era, Edward DeGraffe. 
Morgan, Ernest Cossart, 
Ciannelli. 

MR. AND MRS. SMITH, comedy; exec. prod., Harry 
Edington; dir., Alfred Hitchcock; screen play, Norman 
Krasna. Cast: Carole Lombard, Robert Montgomery, 
Gene Raymond, Adele Pearce, William Tracy, Charles 
Halton, Esther Dale. 


Cast: Ginger Rogers, Dennis 
Gladys Cooper, Edouardo 





lan. Cast: Richard Dix, Preston Foster, Patricia Mor- 
rison, Ruth Donnelly, Don Wilson, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Jerome Cowan, Betty Brewer, Dick Curtis. 


D. O. A. 
Jack Moss; dir., Stuart Heisler; orig. screen play, Stuart 
Anthony; camera, Victor Milner. 
Rod Cameron, Phil Terry, Onslow Stevens, Paul Lukas, 
Frank Thomas, Sr., Minor Watson, Joseph Calleia, 
Robert Paige, George F. Meader, Marc Lawrence, Wil- 
lard Robertsen, Gerald Mohr, 
Fain, Tom Dugan, Corbett Morris, Cliff Edwards, Knox 
Manning, Sammy Blum. 

DOOMED CARAVAN, western: asso. prod., Harry 
Sherman; dir., Leslie Selander; screenplay, Johnston 
McCulley and J. Benton Cheney; camera, Russell Har- 
lan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy Clyde, 
Minna Gombell, Morris Ankrum, Georgia Hawkins, 
Trevor Bardette. Pat O’Brien, Ray Bennett, 
Portosa, Martin Garralaga. 

YOU'RE THE ONE, comedy; asso. prod., Gene Mar- 
key: dir., Ralph Murphy; no writing credits; camera, 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Orrin Tucker, Bonnie Baker. Albert 
Dekker, Edward Everett Horton, Lilliun Cornell, Renie 
Riano, Jerry Colonna, Teddy Hart, Marie Blake, June 
Gaude, Wanda McKay, Gerald Oliver Smith, Sammy 
Cohen, Eddie Conrad, Charles Williams. 

IN GLD COLORADO, formerly BULLETS AND 
BANDITS, western; Harry Sherman production: dir., 
Howard Bretherton; no writing credits; camera, Russell 
Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy 
Clyde, Dana Dale. 


Paramount Pix Now in Preduction 


I WANTED WINGS, melodrama; asso prod., Arthur 
Hornblow; dir., Ted Reed; orig., Lieut. Beirne Lay, Jr.; 
screenplay, Lieut. Com. Frank Wead; camera, Leo 
Tover. Cast: Ray Milland, William Holden, Wayne 
Morris, Brian Donlevy, Veronica Lake, Constance 
Moore, Phil Brown, Harry Davenport, Richard Webb, 
Herbert Rawlinson, Hedda Hopper, Richard Lane, 
Charles D. Brown, Jack Chapin, Charles Drake, Alan 
Hale, Jr., Renny McEvoy, Harlan Warde. 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS, drama; in Technicolor; 
asso. prod., Jack Moss; dir., Henry Hathaway; orig., 
Harold Bell Wright; screen play, Stuart Anthony; 
camera, Charles Lang, Duke Green. Cast: John 
Wayne, Betty Field, Harry Carey, James Barton, John 
Qualen, Billy Gilbert, Ward Bond, Beulah Bondi, Mar- 
jorie Main, Samuel S. Hinds, Tom Fadden, Dorothy 

Adams, John Harmon, Carl Knowles. 
REACHING FOR THE SUN, drama: asso. prod. and 
dir, William W. Wellman; no writing credits; cam- 





(tentative title), melodrama; asso. prod., | 


Cast: Ellen Drew, | 


George Zucco, Matty | 


Jose | 


PLAY GIRL, formerly DEBUTANTE. INC., rom. 
| drama; asso. prod.. Cliff Reid; dir., Frank Woodruff; 
screen play, Jerry Cady; camera, Nick Musuraca. 
Kay Francis, James Ellison, Mildred Coles, Nigel Bruce, 
| Margaret Hamilton, George P. Huntley, Katherine 
Alexander, Charles Quigley, Georgia Carroll. 

A GIRL, A GUY AND A GOB, formerly THREE 
| 

| 


GIRLS AND A GOB, comedy; Harold Lloyd, prod.; dir., 
Richard Wallace; adaptation, Grover Jones; camera, 
Merritt Gersted. Cast: George Murphy, Lucille Ball, 
Edmond O’Brien, George Cleveland. Kathleen Howard. 
THE SAINT AT PALM SPRINGS, formerly THE 
SAINT’S VACATION, drama: asso. prod., Howard 
Benedict: dir.. Jack Hively: screenplay, Leslie Char- 
| teris. Cast: George Sanders, Wendie Barrie. Paul 
| Guilfoyle, Jonathan Hale, Arthur Loft, Frank O’Connor, 
| Linda Hayes. 
ALONG THE RIO GRANDE, western: asso. prod., 
| Bert Gilroy; dir., Edward Killy: no writing credits: 
camera, frank Redman. Cast: Tim Holt, Betty Jean 
Rhodes. Ray Whitley, Emmet Lynn. 


Republic 


| 
| 


j 
| 





Prom- Com- Shoot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
Features ...... 26 9 2 6 17 
ee. ee 32 9 1 7 15 
DOPOD avccces ae | 2 0 2 1 
, ae 62 20 3 15 33 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TULSA KID, western: producer-director, 
Sherman; no writing credits; camera, John MacBornie. 
Cast: Don ‘Red’ Barry, Luana Walters, Noah Beery, 
David Durand. 

KING OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED, serial: asso. 
prod., H. S. Brown, Jr.: co-dirs., Jack English, Wm. 
Witney; no writing credits; camera, Wm. Nobles. Cast: 
Allan Lane, Herbert Rawlinson, Bob Kellard, Lita Con- 
way, Robert Strange, Bryant Washburn, Harry Cording. 

TRAIL BLAZERS, western: asso. prod., Harry Grey; 
dir.. George Sherman; screen play, Barry Shipman; 
original story by Earle Snell 
created by William Colt MacDonald: camera. Bil) 
| Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Bob Steele, Rude Davis, 
Pauline Moore, Weldon Heyburn, Carroll Nye. 
MELODY RANCH, western; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 


. (Continued on page 22) 





die, ‘Neighbors’ paces pretty slowly, 


lan is subordinated in a villain role | aideq by a none-too-adroitly handled 
Ray Teal, as story. 


But it’s the type of film that 
family audiences, particularly the 
| kids, will find moderately diverting. 


| Yarn concerns the necessity of the 
Weavers, playing their standard hill- 
billy roles, of leaving their land be- 


Dialog is unusually thin for an | cause of incessant drought, and the 


complications that arise as result of 
|their tieup with a bunch of hoboes. 
| When they come upon a town that's 
| become isolated because of periodical 
floods, it’s through the efforts mainly 


lof the Weavers, who recruit their 


pale aom Tpoxd release of A-B Films | hobo friends and the hillbillies back 
« yn. eatures Zdenek Stepanek, : - 
Adina Mandlova, Hana Vitova. Directed home, that the town is able to eme! ge 
by Otakar Vavra. Story by Zdenek Stepa- |from its predicament by achieving 
as ; scvseneiny, Otakar yore: naate ithe aid of the governor in construct- 
Jaroslav ricka; camera, an toth, At ij 7 t 

Bryant, N. Y., starting Nov. 11, '40. Run- | Ing for the town a levee that would 
ning time, 85 MINS, | enable the town folk—the former 
eee. BEG. 630046600008 Zdenek Stepanek | hoboes, incidentally, who've decided 
ickiritpersetenencsleen Ladislav Pesek |to settle down—to stem the rising 
Blisabeth NSS Savseee es senonens Hana Vitova | spring waters. 

Diicpéend cansddhenaeendal Adina Mandlova s 
Willianr of Vresovice........ Vaclav Vydra | - The Weavers—Leon, ‘ his brother, 
SEMA ccd pdebdvccedes Helena Friedlova | Frank; Leon’s wife, Elviry, and their 
Triska VE Ly, Frantisek Smolik | daughter, Loretta—handle their usual 
Seem asessn sere masoscooss Jirina Shejbalova | characterizations consistently well, 
NT v6.0 60 c0eeeencecas Theodor Pistek | . . . 

DN oo cuesac acc od Antonie Nedosinska | With Frank supplying most of the 
ne ee Elen Halkova |cCOmedy—though some of it is rather 
David Wolfram -++.s+.-....Bedrich Karen | questionable from the script stand- 
| en ND 0 [en point—in his pantomime. Lois Ran- 
| Gypay.............::.. Neailavela "Nikolska son is an okay ingenue while John 
RES aa veces. Anna Steim.rova | Hartley does well enough as her ro- 


| 
| 


(In Czech; with English titles) 
It does not require too much im- 


KITTY FOYLE, drama; asso. prod., David Hempstead; | agination to visualize what a ribald 
dir., Sam Wood; novel by Christopher Morley; adapta- | picture 
tion, Donald Ogden Stewart and Dalton Trumbo; cam-| Merry Wiver’ had been held up by 


this was originally. ‘The 


cuts were made. Even with this scis- 


| the N. Y. state censors until certain 


Cast: | 


George | 


based on characters | 


| soring, the 





roduction retains plenty | 


|of the foreign tang and sufficiently | 


| risque situations to satisfy many arty 
| playgoers. Film is about two years 
old, having been produced before 
{Hitler took over 
| Film rates alongside recent French 
imports and has a fair chance of 
doing okay in foreign-language 
cinemas. 

Lacking a single name that means 
,anything to the American film 
patrons, vehicle gains its strength 
from first-rate direction, a_ salty 
yarn and elaborate production ef- 
fort. 
of the hard-drinking, 
town who finds time between his af- 
fairs with village wives and sweet- 
| hearts td ferret out crooks of the 
community. 

It is when the episodes center on 


this happy-go-lucky individual’s 
| amours that the story becomes 
slightly torrid. However, most of 


the hi-jinks have been trimmed to 


cepting as to the tavern drinking 
scenes and manhandling of the vil- 
| lage’s No. 1 prostie. Film reminds 
of ‘Carnival in Flanders,’ minus the 
polish. 

Otakar Vavra, who did the screen- 
play, directed with a flair for factual 
episodes and at a pace far swifter 
than other pictures from this terri- 
tory. Thus, when he permits Count 
Nicholas Dachinsky to make love to 
Rose, the town’s trollop, it is with 
the girl firmly planted on his lap 
one arm around the miss and the 
other clasping a cup of wine. Cuts 
that have been made are seldom no- 
ticeable, although one risque love 
duet is entirely missing. 

Zdenek Stepanek, as Sount Dachi- 
sky, is a typical Robin Hood char- 
acter with the love-making trait 
stressed. Where the producer Ob- 
tained all the comely femmes to 
portray the mete wives’ is a secret 
| that somebody should tell Ameri- 
;can film-makers. Furthermore, all 
these lookers are capable thespians. 

Adina Mandlova contributes a 
forthright portrayal of the prostie, 
|who appears to have had affairs 

with everybody from the mayor to 
the ribald Count Dachisky. Elisa- 





| 
| 


Czechoslovakia. | ; 
| operations. 


| 
' 


| nation 
| the end of 1941 and possibly pushing 





mantic interest. Cliff (‘Ukelele Ike’) 


| Edwards and Spencer Charters con- 


tribute okay performances, while the 


vet Al Shean hasn’t enough to do. 
Kan. 





B. O. Average 


Continued from page 5 _—_-— 





ing pictures. 


(4) Produce addiiional theatre 


Most pertinent effect will be the 


| increase in the adrnission-price level. 


If the cost of food, goods and every- 


'thing else the public buys goes up, 
'a tilt in. film admission fees is cer- 
|tain to follow. Also admissions can 
|be raised under such cireumstances 
Main thesis is the old drama | without meeting the usual sales re- 
man-about- | sistance from patrons. 


28e Average 
Many in the trade foresee upping 
the average admission price for the 
from around 23c to 28c by 
all-time high of 


it to an average 


|34c or 35c, later, depending on the 
|only flashes or quick fadeouts ex- |©xtent of national inflation. Previous 
| record 
|talking pictures boosted it to a na- 
|tional peak of 30c to 32c. 


high was in 1929-30 when 
All-time 
low was registered in 1934 when 20c 
was rated as the average. 

It’s figured that an average in- 
crease of 5c or more would represent 
the difference between profit and 
loss on numerous pictures for pro- 
ducers, now that less coin is flowing 
in from outside the U. S. This would 
overcome the present demand of dis- 
tributors for higher rental pacts, 
which are being stubbornly resisted 
by exhibitors everywhere. 

Another certainty with inflation 
more than an idle threat is that dis- 
tributors will consent to fewer and 
fewer flat rental deals. They want 
to be protected as far as revenue 1S 
concerned on any possible tilt in ad- 
mission prices, which the best of 
them admit has to come, If the vast 
majority of the new productions £0 
out on percentage, a higher admis- 
sion price plus greater attendance is 
sure to enable the distributor to 


;cash in on the inflationary wave. 
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PHONE 


ee KTARPNER RDAC Awawewaa" 
TARNER BR(\ . 
WARS Way 


PICTURES, Inc. 
32!1WeEST 44% STREET 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES NEw YORK WEST SERS OTUSICS 


BURBANK,CAL 








Dear Mr. Exhibitcr: 


Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' 
greatest ic THE LETTER, Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. 
Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest 
is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette 
Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE 
LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis! 
greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. 
Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is 
THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette 
Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE 
LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. 





Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest 
is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette 
Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE 
LETTER. Bette Davis! greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis’ 
greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis’ greatest is THE LETTER. 

Se Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis’ greatest is 
} THE LETTER. Bette Davis’ greatest is THE LETTER, Bette 
Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE 
LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' 
greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. 
Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is 
TH LETTER. 





Bette Davis' greatest ig THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is 
THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' 
greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. 
Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is 
THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is TH2 LETTER, Bette 
Davis' greatest is THE LETTER, Bette Davis' greatest is THE 
LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER, Bette Davis! 
greatest is THE LETTER, Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER, 
Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis’ greatest is 
THE LETTER. Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis! 
greatest is THE LETTER. Bette Davis’ greateet is THE LETTER, 
Bette Davis' greatest is THE LETTER, 


Sincerely, 














th HERBERT MARSHALL: JAMES STEPHENSON + Frieda Inescort * Gale Sondergaard » A WILLIAM WYLER Prod’n 


By W. Somerset Maugham, wi Screen Play by Howard Koch + Music by Max Steiner +A Warner Bros.First National Picture 
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dir., Joseph Santley; orig. screen play, Jack Moffitt, 
F. Hugh Herbert; camera, Joe August. Cast: Gene Autry, 
Jimmy Durante, Ann Miller, George Hayes, Mary Lee. 

MEET THE MISSUS, comedy; asso prod., Robert 
North; dir., Malcolm St. Calir; orig. screen play, Val 
Burton, Ewart Adamson, Taylor Cavan; camera, Ernie 
Miller. Cast: Roscoe Karns, Ruth Donnelly, Polly 
Moran, Loie Ranson, Dorothy Ann Seese, Spencer 
Charters, Alan Ladd, George Ernest. 


TEXAS TERRORS, formerly TWO-GUN SHERIFF, | 


western; asso. prod. and dir., George Sherman; orig. 
screenplay, Doris Schroeder and Anthony Coldewey; 
camera, John MacBurnie. Cast: John ‘Red’ Barry, 
Julie Duncan, Arthur Loft. Al St. John, Eddie Waller, 
William Rhul, Ann Pennipgton, Fanny McKim, Reed 
Howes, Robert Fiske, Fred (Snowflake) Toomes. 

BORDER LEGION, formerly IN OLD CHEYENNE, 
western; asso. prod. and dir., Joseph Kane; screen play, 
Olive Cooper, Louis Stevens: based on Zane Grey’s 
novel; camera, Jack Marta. Cast: Roy Rogers, George 
Hayes, Carol Hughes, Maude Edburne, Joe Sawyer, 
Jay Novello, Hal Taliafero. 

BARNYARD FOLLIES, rural comedy; asso. prod., 
Armand Schaefer; dir., Frank McDonald; orig. screen- 

lay, Dorrell and Stuart McGowan: camera, Ernie 

iller. Cast: Mary Lee, Pappy Chesire, June Storey, 
John Archer, Rufe Davis, The Kidoodlers, Isabelle 
Randolph (Mrs. Uppington), Caroline DeZurik and 
Mary Jane DeZurick (The Cackle Sisters), Dorothy 
Harrison, Joan Woodbury, Jim Jeffries. 

MYSTERIGUS DR. SATAN, serial; asso. prod., H. 
S. Brown, Jr.; dirs., William Witney and Jack Eng- 
lish; orig. screen play, Franklyn Adreon, Ronald David- 
son; camera, Wm. Nobles. Cast: Robert Wilcox, Wil- 
liam Newell, Dorothy Herbert, Ella Neal, Walter Mc- 
Grain, Paul Marion. 

Republic Pix Now in Production 


BEHIND THE NEWS, formerly A FLAGPOLE 
NEEDS A FLAG, drama; asso. prod., Robert North; dir., 
Joseph Santley; orig. by Dore Schary and Allen Rivkin; 
screen play, Isabel Dawn and Boyce DeGraw; camera, 
Jack Marta. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Doris Davenport, Frank 
Albertson, Robert Armstrong, Paul Harvey, Charles 
Halton. 

BOWERY BOY, drama; asso. prod., Armand Schaef- 
fer; dir.. William Morgan; orig. by Sam Fuller: screen 
play, Robert Chapin, Harry Kronman, Eugene Solow; 
camera, Ernie Miller. Cast: Dennis O’Keefe, Louise 
Campbell, Jimmy Lydon, Helen Vinson. 

LONE STAR RAIDER, western: asso. prod., Lou 
Gray; dir., George Sherman: no writing credits; camera, 
William Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston, Bob Steele, 
Rufe Davis, June Johnson. 


20th Century-Fox 





Prom- Cem- Shoot- Now ToBe 
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SE «wists ca 64 52 24 1 10 28 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

FOR BEAUTY’S SAKE, comedy-drama; prod., Lucien 
Hubbard; dir., Shepard Traube; screen play, Wanda 
Tuchok, Ethel Hili, Walter Bullock; camera, Charles 
Clarke. Cast: Ted North, Marjorie Weaver, Richard 
Lane, Lenita Lane, Ned Sparks, Joan Davis, Pierre 
Watkin. 

CHARTER PILOT, comedy-drama; ex. prod., Sol 
Wurtzel; dir., Eugene Forde; screen play, Stanley Rauh, 
Lester Ziffren; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Lynn 
Bari, Lloyd Nolan, Arlene Whelan, George Montgom- 
ery, Hobart Cavanaugh. 

YOUTH WILL BE SERVED, comedy with music; 
asso. prod., Lucient Hubbard: dir., Otto Brower; screen 
play, Wanda Tuchock; camera, Edward Cronjager. 
Cast: Jane Withers, Robert Conway, Jane Darwell, 
Elyse Knox, Lillian Porter, Joyce Bryant. 

MURDER OVER NEW YORK, formerly CHARLEY 
CHAN IN NEW YORK, meller; ex. prod., Sol Wurtzel; 
dir., Harry Lachmann; no writing credits; camera, Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Marjorie Weaver, Sen 
Yung, Joan Valerie, John Sutton, Donald MacBride. 

JENNIE, comedy drama; prod., Sol Wurtzel; dir., 
David Burton; no writing credits: camera, Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Virginia Gilmore, Dorris Bowdon, George Mont- 
gomery, Rand Brooks, Joan Valerie, William Henry. 

HUDSON’S BAY, drama; asso. prod., Kenneth Mac- 
gowan; dir., Irving Pichel; orig. by Lamar Troth; cam- 
era, Peverell Marley. Cast: Paul Muni, Gene Tierney, 
John Sutton, Virginia Field, Nigel Bruce, Vincent Price, 
Laird Cregar, Chief Thundercloud. 

CHAD HANNA, drama; in Technicolor; asso. prod., 
Nunnally Johnson; dir., Henry Kind; screenplay, Nun- 
nally Johnson, story by Walter D. Edmunds; camera, 
Ernest Palmer, Ray Rennahan. Cast: Henry Fonda, 
Linda Darnell, Mary Beth Hughes. John Carradine, 


Guy Kibbee, Jane Darwell, Eddie Collins, Ted North, 
Olin Howland. 


ROMANCE OF THE RIO GRANDE, western: asso. 
prod., Sol Wurtzel; dir., Herbert I. Leeds; no writing 
credits; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: Cesar Romero, 
Richardo Cortez, Patricia Morison, Chris-Pin Martin, 
Lynne Roberts, Pedro de Cordoba, Aldrich Bowker, 
Joseph MacDonald, Raphael Bennett, Inez Palange. 

GOLDEN HOOFS, drama: asso. prod., R. Dietrich and 
Walter Morosco; dir., Lynn Shores; camera, Lucien An- 
driot. Cast: Jane Withers, Charles Rogers, Katharine 
Aldridge, Robert Conway. Robert Shaw. Cliff Clark, 
Edward McWade, Philip Hurlich, Buddy Pepper. 

CORNCOB KELLY’S BENEFIT, comedy: asso. prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir.. Norman Foster: camera, Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Marvin Stephens, Rita Quigley, Eugene 
Pallette, Richard Lane, Dorothy Peterson, Charles D. 
Brown, Frank Burke, Lee Murray. 

MICHAEL SHAYNE, PRIVATE 
merly PRIVATE PRACTICE OF MI 
drama; exc. prod., Sol Wurtzel: dir.. Eugene Forde; 
screenplay, Stanley Rauh and Manning O'Connor: 
based on novel by Bret Halliday: camera George 
3 eee gh ae as ec wit Nolan, Morjorie Weaver 

ona cBride, izabeth ters ; 

iy Dourtes Dumnetie Patterson, Walter Abel, 

TIN PAN ALLEY 
Gowan; dir., Walter Lang: s 
Helen Logan; based on stor 


DETECTIVE, for- 
CHAEL SHAYNE, 


nes oo Ellis and 
y by Pamela Harris; camera, 
Leon Shamroy. Cast: Alice Faye, Betty Grable, Jack 


Oakie, John Payne, Allen Jenkins, Ben Carter, 
20th-Fex Pix Now in Preduction 

ZANE GREY’S WESTERN UNION, drama. in Tech- 
nicolor; asso. prod., Harry Joe Brown; dir., Fritz Lang; 
mo writing credits; camera, Edward Cronjager and 
Allen Dabey. Cast: Robert Young, Randolph Scott, 
Dean Jagger, Virginia Gilmore, John Carradine, Laird 
Cregar, Slim Summerville. 























» musical; asso. prod., Kenneth Mac- | 


United Artists 
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Goldwyn ..... 1 1 1) ) 0 
Selznick ...... 2 0 0 a 2 
Wanger ..... 4 2 0 0 2 
> eee 1 1 0 ue oe 
SE. acdtentore 5 0 0 0 5 
Korda ...... . s 0 0 0 3 
Edw. Small.... 1 i 0 6 0 
Lesser-Lubitsch 2 0 T © 1 
Loew-Lewin 2 0 0 1 1 
Bronson ...... 3 0 0 cy 3 
R. Rowland. 1 0 1 0 0 
lee 1 0 0 0 1 

rr 26 5 2 1 18 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE SON OF MONTE CRISTO, costume drama; 
prod., Edward Small: dir., Rowland V. Lee; script, 
George Bruce, from Alexandre Dumas novel; camera, 
Guy Robinson; music by Edward Ward. Cast: Louis 


Hayward, Joan Bennett, George Sanders, Florence 
Bates. 


— 











Continued 





low boxoffice takes: ‘Well, we gave 
New York just what it asked for.’ 
Bed of Thorny Roses 


pean conflict, the consent 


haveyou. Instead of being an over- 
lord who could knock off any aft- 


ponies or for a set of tennis with a 


pal, he has lately found himself 
shunted onto an almost 24-hour-a- 
day routine of work and worry. 


So, if the homeoffice boys are will- 
ing to lift some of the burden from 
his shoulders, he’s not going to be 
the one to voice objections. 





FLOTSAM, drama ‘(Loew-Lewin) dir., John Crom- 
well; screenplay, Talbot Jennings; camera, William 
Daniels. Cast: Frederic March, Margaret Sullavan, 
Frances Dee, Glenn Ford, Anna Sten, Erich Von Stro- 
heim. 


UA Pictures in Production 

CHEERS FOR MISS BISHOP, drama; Richard Row- 
land, pro.; dir., Tay Garnett; no writing credits; camera, 
Hal Hohr. Cast: Martha Scott, William Gargan, Ed- 
mund Gwenn, Sterling Holloway, Donald Douglas, 
Mary Anderson, Marsha Hunt, Sidney Blackmer. 

THAT UNCERTAIN FEELING, drama; prods. Ernst 
Lubitch and Soy Lesser; dir., Ernst Lubitsch; screen 
play, Donald Ogden Stewart: adaptation, Walter Reisch; 
camera, Merritt Gerstad. Cast: Merle Oberon, Melvyn 
Douglas, Burgess Meredith, Olive Blakeney, Eve Ar- 
den, Harry Davenport, Fritz Feld, Richard Carle. 








Universal 





Prom- Cem- Shoot- Now ToBe 
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Actions ..... 7 2 0 2 3 
Westerns ...... 7 4 0 2 1 
are a 2 1 2 1 
Frank Lloyd... 3 0 0 0 3 
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Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


Era when a producer could rely on 


‘friendships or organizations of politi- 


cal strings as a means of clinging to 
the payroll is currently nothing more 
than a page in Hollywood history. 
Hollywood business friendships 
ended when England and Germany 
severed diplomatic relations. Now 
it’s a case of every exec and pro- 
ducer for himself. 


Sales departments of the various 
producer-distributor outfits gained 
their first foothold in Coast produc- 
tion councils within a week after 
Britain flipped a glove into the face 
of the fuehrer, and the film corpo- 
rations’ New York tops awakened 
to the necessity of struggling along 
without their former hefty foreign 
revenues. They have been gaining 
ground ever since, until now they 
are consulted on practically every 
studio move. 

Profiting handsomely by this new 
deal in picture making are the trans- 
continental railroads and air lines, 
for it has brought film exec travel 
from New York to Hollywood, and 
vice versa, up to a new high. Film 
villagers can pick up their DaiILy 
VaRIETY almost any morning and 
read that ‘Herman Wobber planed 





WINNERS OF THE WEST (1940-41 serial); producer, | 
Henry MacRae; directors, Ford Beebe, Ray Taylor; 
original screen play, Charles R. Condon, George H. 
Plympton, and Basil Dickey; camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: | 
Dick Foran, Anne Nagel, James Craig, Tom Fadden, | 
William Desmond, Harry Woods, Ed Keane, Charles 
Stevens, Charles Morrison, Edgar Edwards, Edmund | 
Cobb, Roy Barcroft, Bill Hunter, Slim Whitaker, Rob- | 
ert Long, Grace Cunard, Ed Cassidy, Trevor Bardette, | 
Jim Farley, Vyola Vonn. 

MARGIE, comedy with songs; asso. prod., Joseph G. 
Sanford; co-directors, Otis Garrett and Paul Gerard 
Smith; original and script, Scott Darling and Erna 
Lazarus; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Tom Brown, 
Nan Grey, Joy Hodges, Mischa Auer, Edgar Kennedy, 
Allen Jenkins, Eddie Quillan, Richard Lane. 

JUNIOR G-MEN (1940-41 serial); asso. prod., Henry 
MacRae; co-dirs., Ford Beebe and John Rawlins; orig. 
screen play, George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey and 
Rex Taylor; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Billy Halop, 
Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bernard Punsley. 

LAW AND ORDER, formerly MAN FROM) 
CHEYENNE, western; dir., Ray Taylor; screen play, | 
Sherman Lowe; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Johnny | 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Nell ODay. 

THE DEVIL’S PIPELINE, formerly DANGER 
ISLAND, formerly ISLE OF MISSING MEN, formerly | 
SOUTH OF SUMATRA, comedy; asso. prod., Ben Pivar:; 
dir., Christy Cabanne; orig. screen play, Paul Huston; | 
camera, John Boyle. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy De- 
vine, Jeanne Kelly, James Flavin, Francis McDonald, 
John Eldredge, Eddy Waller, Dick Botiller, John Rog- 
ers, Jay Novello, Mala, Harry Fleischman, Nestor 
Paiva. 

GREEN HORNET STRIKES AGAIN, serial: asso. 
prod., Henry MacRae; dirs., Ford Beebe and John Raw- 
lins; screen play, George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey, 
Sherman Lowe; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Warren | 
Hull, Anne Nagel, Wade Boteler, Keye Luke, James 
Seay, Harry Fleischman, Robert Blair, Fred Cliff, Ken- 
neth Rhoades. 

SANDY GETS HER MAN, formerly FIREMAN SAVE 
MY CHILD, comedy; asso. prod., Burt Kelly: dirs.. Otis 
Garrett, Paul Gerard Smith; screen play, Jane Storm, 
Sy @Sartlett; camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Baby 
Sardy, Stuart Erwin, Una Merkel, Edgar Kennedy, | 
Wiliam Frawley. 

GIVE US WINGS, melodrama; asso. prod., Ken Gold- 
smith; dir., Charles Lamont; orig. story, Elliott Gib- 
bons; screen play, Arthur T. Horman:; camera, John 
Boyle. Cast: Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Bernard Punsly, 
Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordon, Wallace Ford, Anne 
Gwynne, Milburn Stone, Shemp Howard. 

BOSS OF BULLION CITY, formerly TRAIL TO 
PARADISE VALLEY, formerly PARADISE VALLEY, 
western; asso. prod., Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Ray Tay- 
lor; orig. screen play. Arthur St. Claire, Victor McLeod; 
camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Fuzzy Knight, Nell O’Day, Maria Montez, Harry Wood, 
Melvin Lang, Earle Hodgins, Kar] Hackett, Dick Alex- 
ander, George Humbert. 

DARK STREETS OF CAIRO, meller; asso. prod., 
Joseph G. Stanford; dir., Leslie Kardos; orig. screen play. 
Alex Gottlieb; camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Sigrid 
Gurie, Barbara O’Neill, Ralph Byrd, Eddie Quillan, Rod 
LaRoque. 

BURY ME NOT ON THE LONE PRAIRIE, western; 
asso. prod., Joseph G. Stanford; dir., Ray Taylor; orig. 
screenplay. Sherman Lowe: camera. Jerome Ash. Cast: 
Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy Night, Nell O’Day. 

SEVEN SINNERS, romantic drama; prod., Joe Pas- 
ternak; dir.. Tay Garnett: original story, Tugend, Fodor 














and Vadnai; screen play, John Meehan; camera, Ru- 


co 





(Continued on page 24) 


in for two weeks of production con- 
fabs with 20th-Fox’s Darryl Zanuck’ 
or that ‘Metro’s William F. Rodgers 
is here for studio huddles’ or that 


Republic’s James Grainger, Warners’ 


Grad Sears, Universal’s William 
Scully or any one of half a dozen 
other sales generalissimos are either 
arriving or departing. In addition, 
there are those frequent eastern 
jaunts by the production bosses. 
Either Going Or Coming 
Wobber, who formerly planned to 
visit the studio twice annually, now 
checks*in every two months, some- 
times oftener. The same is true of 
Rodgers and his visits to Metro, and 
of other sales managers and their 
respective plants. Nor are the dis- 


tribution execs the only ones in- 
creasing the frequency of their 


Coast treks. Sidney Kent, 20th-Fox 
prexy; Nicholas M. Schenck, Metro’s 
No. 1 man; Barney Balaban, Para- 


|} mount chieftain, and the top figures | 


in other companies now make it a 
point to come westward from four 
© six times each year. 

Mesnwhile, the Y. Frank Free- 
mans, Louis B. Mayers, Jack War- 
ners and Harry Cohns are abandon- 
ing their lot desks more often than 
formerly to powwow with their 
home office groups in Manhattan 

These sessions, regardless in which 
end of the country they are held, are 


anything but social affairs. Fre- 
quently they become  slang-bang, 
drag-out argument: When they are 
over, members of both factions are 
willing to admit they have most 
thoroughly threshed out the produc- 
tion situation 

As this is written, Paramount’: 


home office and studio execs, as well 
as its theatre partners, are expres: 


ing their separate views on product, | 
past, present and future, in Holly- 
wood. Herman Wobber is telling 


Zanuck what 20th-Fox film renters 
will and will not buy. George J. 
Schaefer, RKO prexy, is enlighten- 
ing his Gower street aides as to what 
he believes will sell and what will 
not sell. Murray Silverstone is 
fighting it out with United Artists’ 
producers. Next week similar gath- 
erings will be under way in other 
studios. 

This new procedure isn’t a reflec- 
tion on Hollywood’s ability to manu- 
facture the product. Instead, it has 
been inaugurated by producer-dis- 
tributor directorates as a means of 
increasing the flow of payees 
through theatre turnstiles. The 
sales departments, in constant con- 
tact with the exhibs, form the clos- 
est connecting link the indust~y has 
with the American masse the 


such an arraignment. But they do | 
appreciate the advantages of being} and the Schaefers will tel] you, s 
able to retort, in case a feature does 
a floppo in these trying times of rap- | 
idly fluctuating public tastes and | 


The path of the present-day pro- 
ducer is a far cry from that of his 
predecessor, traceable to the Euro- 
decree, 
upped production costs and what- 


ernoon for a glimpse of the speeding | 


‘Tell Us How’ 


from page 5, 








Schencks, the Balabans, the Kents 
why not make use of their know! 
edge as to the popularity, or lack of 
it, of this or that mode in Silversheet 
fare. 
| And now that the system of sales 
| participation in production problems 
| is proving its value in the way of 
better wicket results, the Hollywood 
lads are wondering why they didn’t 
invite the easterners to take a hand 
long ago. They’re thinking of a}) 
the grey hairs they might have saved 
| themselves, 





Invading Chains 


Continued from page 7 











| 
| chain. Incidentally, U sold all other 


Par partners. 

| According to latest information 
indies are negotiating to move into 
| Greenville, Miss., Monroe, La., and 
Greenwood, Miss., against Saenger. 
| Further independent opposition is 
expected from A. L. Royals, opera- 
tor of houses in Gulfport and Mc- 
Combs, Miss., who is planning to buck 
a 100%-controlled situation in Me- 
|ridian, Miss., by building a house in 
| the downtewn area. The site has 
‘been acquired and the house will 
be opened in a couple months-across 
the street from a Saenger theatre 
which, formerly independent, it ac- 
| quired for complete control of the 
| town. 


_ 


Siegel’s Florida Blitz 

| An interesting sidelight on what 
might appear to be a ‘blitz’ against 
big circuits is the plan of Arthur 
J. Siegel to move into Jacksonville, 
Fla., with a theatre of his own in 
opposition to the E. J. Sparks cir- 
cuit. He has obtained a site and will 
build what will be known as the St. 
‘Johns in that town, a_ 1,000-seat 
house. It will become the only in- 
dependently operated theatre in 
Jacksonville, headquarters of the 
Sparks chain. 

| The theatre will play Warner pic- 
| tures first run in that key, plus what 
j}else it can get. For a year-and-a- 
half now WB has been unable to 
get together with the Sparks cir- 
cuit on a deal, the invasion by Spie- 
gel folloWing. While it isn’t indi- 
|cated at this moment, it is very 
probable that Siegel will head a cir- 
, cuit throughout Sparks territory that 
| will begin to sprout shortly. 

Siegel formerly had his own chain 
of New York and New Jersey the- 
atres. He is the nephew of Major 
Albert Warner of Warner Bros. and 
for the past several months has been 
in Warner Bros, on statistics in con- 
|nection with theatres on the U. S. 
anti-trust suit on which a consent 
decree has been entered. 


| — 


‘NW Allied Opposes Decree 


Minneapolis, Nov. 12. 

Going on record again in bitter 
opposition to the consent decree, 
Northwest Allied directors and rep- 
| resentatives from the Wisconsin Al- 
lied organization, meeting here, 
, voted to send L. B. Schwartz, local 
attorney, to New York to argue be- 
fore the Federal court in opposition 
to its acceptance. It was declared 
that the decree is ‘100% for the dis- 
| tributors’ and that any ostensible in- 
dependent exhibitors’ benefits are 
only on the surface. Independents 
get practically nothing from it, the 
directors asserted. 

S. G. Lebedoff, treasurer and exec- 
utive committee member, was named 
chairman of a committee which 
henceforth will deal with distribu- 
tors on individual exhibitor griev- 

The committee also includes 

Anderson, Detroit Lakes, 
, and Paul Mans, Minneapolis. 








ances 
Andy 
Minn 


Coast Objects Too 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Coast conference of indie theatre 
|; owners will be represented by at- 
torney Paul Ziegler at Thursday's 
(14) hearing on the consent decree. 

Ziegler is expected to enter ob- 
jections on the ground that the new 
plan would work undue hardships 
on exhibs. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

‘A Dangerous Game’ is new tag 
for ‘Who Killed Doc Robin?’ at Uni- 
versal. 

‘Replenish the Earth’ became “The 
Golden Touch’ at 20th-Fox. 

‘A Girt a Guy and a Gob’ fs the 
release tag on ‘Three Girls and & 
Gob’ at RKO. 





Republic switched from ‘A Flag- 
_— Needs a Flag’ to ‘Behind the 
ews.’ 
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: ON THE AIR 
- FROM HOLLYWOOD— 
4 THE GREATEST 
RADIO SHOW 
IN THE HISTORY OF 























RADIO SHOWMANSHIP! 





ALICE FAYE... BETTY GRABLE... 
AND THE OTHER ‘TIN PAN ALLEY’ 
STARS... TAKING OVER THE 
ENTIRE KATE SMITH HOUR! 


| : FRIDAY NIGHT, NOV. 22, 8 to 9 P. M., (EST) OVER 
| : 89 CBS STATIONS! “TIN PAN ALLEY” STARS, 
2 SONGS AND SELLING GOING OUT TO 25,000,000 
LISTENERS—ONE OF THE FIVE BIGGEST RADIO 
AUDIENCES IN THE CROSSLEY RATINGS! THE 
SPECTACULAR CLIMAX TO THE BROADCAST BAR- 
RAGE BACK OF 20th’s GREATEST OF ALL MUSICALS! 
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Theatre Ops vs. Decree 


Continued from page 6 





old action. 

‘Circuit Discrimination,’ ‘Control 
Over Exhibition Exercised by ‘First 
Run Exhibitors,’ ‘Local Exhibition 
Monopolies,’ are the next sub-heads. 

In the latter case the Government 
charges that by control of first run 
theatres alone, affiliated exhibitors 
have been able to secure as much 
as two-thirds of the total theatre 
admissions, paid in cities as large 
as 250,000. 

It is stated that more than 80% of 
all the metropolitan first run thea- 
tres are affiliated theatres, and more 
than 95% of all features exhibited 
in these theatres were made by the 
defendants. In only four of the 92 
cities in the U.S. with populations of 
100,000 or more are there no affiliated 
theatres. | 

In 73 of the remaining 88, the pro- 
ducer exhibitors operate enough first 
run theatres in each to receive a 
substantial majority of the total| 
theatre admissions paid ‘in each of 
these cities. The five producer ex- 
hibitors also own or operate one or | 
more theatres in 200 of the 283 cities 
of population between 25,000-100,000. | 


Monopoly of Exhibition 
By Producer-Exhibitors 


Again the charge of violation of 
the Sherman Law is made: 


1. By concertedly conditioning the 
licensing of films distributed by one 
producer-exhibitor defendant in the- 
atres operated by another such de- 
fendant upon the licensing of films 
distributed by the latter defendant 
in theatres operated by the former 
defendant. 

2. By concertedly excluding in- 
dependently produced films from af- 
filiated theatres. 

3. By concertedly excluding un- 
affiliated exhibitors from the opera- 
tion of competing first-run theatres 
in cities and towns where affiliated 
theatres are located. 

4. Same as to subsequent-run the- 
atres. 

5. By concertedly using the first 
and early-run affiliated theatres r 





control the film supply, run, clear- 
ance, and admission price of opera- 
tors of competing unaffiliated thea- | 
tres in the cities and towns where | 
affiliated theatres are located. 

6. By concertedly coercyng and 
intimidating unaffiliated exhibitors | 
in towns where there are no affili- 
ated theatres to license their films| 
upon arbitrary terms by expressed or 
implied threats to build or acquire a 
competing theatre and use it to de- 
stroy the business of the unaffiliated | 
exhibitor. 

7. By threatening or coercing un- 
affiliated exhibitors to relinquishing 
control of their theatres or a share | 
of the profits by threats to deprive | 
him of access to films or to limit the | 
terms and conditions upon which he | 
may secure these films so that they | 
may no longer be exhibited profita- | 
bly by him. 

8. By pooling or sharing in the} 
profits with each other of affiliated | 
theatres owned by the defendants 
and located in the same competitive | 
area. 

9. By agreeing to divide the 
available films among affiliated thea- 
tres owned or controlled by two or}, 
more of the defendants without com- | 
petitive negotiation, 

10. By entering into joint ar- 
rangements with respect to a single} 
theatre whereby the film buying 
power or proceeds from the opera- 
tion thereof is divided among two or 
more of the defendants. 

ll. By concertedly refraining 
from building, buying or leasing or | 
offering to lease theatres in any area 
in which they might compete with 
existing affiliated theatres except 
under agreements preventing com- 
petition. 

12. By concertedly effecting a 
division of territory of the entire 
U. S. between them for theatre op- 
erating purposes. 

13. By concertedly acquiring 


and 


| ducer-Exhibitor 








1. By placing under contract most | 


of the valuable stars, featured play- 
ers, directors, technicians, and oth- 


l'ers who have gained fame, prestige, 


reknown, artistic, technical or other 


great value in the production branch | 
‘of having contracted with various) 
‘circuits including the affiliated cir-| straints of interstate trade and com- 


of the industry. 
2. By lending or exchanging per- 
sonnel or other costly equipment on 


'a non-competitive basis. 


3. By excluding independent pro- 
ducers from the same stars, techni- 


| cians or equipment on the same basis 


as given the others, 


U. S. Accusations 


On Illegal Combinations 


Then under a heading entitled, | 


‘Combinations of Which Each Pro- 
Defendant is a 
member which are illegal per se, the 


| U. S. lists: 


1, Each of the combinations of 
parent and subsidiary corporations 
which respectively form 20th-Fox, 
Loew’s, Paramount, Warner Bros. 


|and RKO constitutes a separate com- 


bination in restraint of trade in the 
following manner: 
ing dependent 


producers from 


|competing with such a combination 


in the distribution of films; (b), same 
as to independent distributors; (c), 


iby preventing unaffiliated exhibit- 


ors from competing with such a com- 
bination in the operation of thea- 
tres in cities and towns where thea- 


(a), by prevent- | . : . 
| associated corporation, until the final 


tres operated by it are located; (d),, same, be declared illegal and viola- 
by acquiring and maintaining a| tive of the Sherman Act. 


monopoly of the business of ex-| 


|hibiting motion pictures in areas) 


3. That the defendants, their sub- 
sidiaries, and all of theig officers, 


‘serving a substantial percentage of} directors, agents, servants, and em- 
| the total population of the U. S.; (e),! ployees be perpetually enjoined and 
charges being similar to those in the jernment declares that the defend- | by coercing and intimidating unaf- | restrained from continuing to carry 


|ants have violated the Sherman Act: filiated exhibitors by threats to build! oyt directly or indirectly the at- 


| 


lof their theatres or give up a part! 


of the profits of them; (g), by con-' 


ditioning the licensing of films. 
Then the defendants are accused 


cuits to restrain trade by entering} 
licensing agreements with these cir- | 
cuits which contain provisions which | 


concessions against their will. 
U. S. Asks Preliminary 
Permanent Injunction 


In conclusion, the Government fol- 
lows with its prayer for relief. It 
asks the court to: 

i. Issue a preliminary injunction 
restraining the defendants from | 
building, buying, leasing, or other- 
wise acquiring any additional the- 
atres or any further interest or in- 
terests, in any additional theatres, | 
either directly or indirectly, through 
the acquisition by a subsidiary or 


decree, or until further order of the 
court, 


2. Each of the contracts, combina- 
tions and conspiracies in restraint of 
interstate trade and commerce, to- 
gether with the attempts to monopo- 
lize and the monopolization of the 





in opposition; (f)* by forcing such | tempts at monopolization, the monop- 
‘independents to relinquish control | 


olies and all restraints of interstate 
trade and commerce in the produc- 
tion, distribution and exhibition of 


motion pictures, and from entering | 


into and carrying out, directly or in- 
directly, any monopolies or re- 


merce similar to those alleged here- 


in as illegal. 


4. That a nationwide system of im- | 
impose one or more discriminatory} partial arbitration tribunals or such | 
acts upon independents, and which | other means of enforcement as the | 
force or coerce them into granting! court may deem proper be estab- | 


| jished pursuant to the final decree of 
this court in order to secure 


| eral and nation-wide prohibitions of 
illegal practices may be contained 
therein. 





5. That the integration of the pro- | 


duction and exhibition branches of 
the industry by the producer-exhibi- 
tor defendants be declared unlawful 
as an instrumentality of monopoly 


'and restraint of trade, and a vicla 
| tion of the Sherman anti-trust act. 


6. That the producer-exhibitor de- | 


. . 
| fendants under the direction and su- | 


pervision of the court be ordered | 
and directed to divest themselves of | 
all interest and ownership both di- | 
rect and indirect either in theatres 
and theatre holdings or in produc- 
tion and distribution facilities and 
that they, and their respective suc- 
cessors be permanently enjoined 
from acquiring, directly or indirect- 


ade- | 
quate enforcement of whatever gen- | 





ly, any other interests in the 
of the industry divested in any per. 
sons, firms are corporations which 
are engaged or may engage in that 
branch of the industry, said divesti- 
ture to be accomplished and carried 
out upon suck terms and conditions 
as the court may deem proper. 
7—That Paramount, 20th-Fo x Fj 
National Theatres Corp, 
Bros. Pictures, Warner Bros. Circuit 
Management, Loew's, RKO, KAO 
RKO Proctor Corp. and RKO Mid. 
west Corp., under the direction and 
Supervision of the court, divest 
| themselves of all interest and owner. 
| Ship both direct and indirect in any 
theatres which the court shall find 
have been used by one or more of 
them to unreasonably restrain trade 
and commerce in motion pictures jn 
violation of the Sherman Act. 
| Lastly—but not the  least—the 
Government wants costs. 


branch 


Im, 
Warner 
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Bob O'Donnell, southern operators; 
Sam Pinanski and Marty Mullin of 
New England; Earl J. Hudson of 
Detroit; J. J. Fitzgibbon, genera] 
manager of Famous Players-Cana- 
dian, and Ralph Branton, g.m. of the 
Blank circuit. 

Following the Chicago meeting, 
the entire group, including John 
Balaban, left for the Coast, while 


| going directly from the east were 


Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis, Neil 


Agnew, Russell Holman, Paul 
Raibourn and Leon Netter. Group 
left Wednesday (6), excepting 


Agnew who flew out Friday night 
(8). 





Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 22) 


dolph Mate. Cast: Marlene Dietrich, John Wayne, 
Mischa, Auer, Broderick Crawford, Oscar Homolka, 
Albert Dekker, Anna Lee. 

ONE NIGHT IN THE TROPICS, formerly MOON- 
LIGHT IN THE TROPICS, formerly CARIBBEAN 
HOLIDAY, formerly CARIBBEAN NIGHTS, musical; 
asso. prod., Leonard Spigelgass; dir.. Joseph A. Mc- 
Donough; screen play, Charles Grayson; camera, Joseph 
Valentine. Cast: Allan Jones, Nancy Kelly, Bud Abbott, 
Lou Costello, Robert Cummings, Mary Boland, William 
Frawley, Peggy Moran, Leo Carrillo. 

LUCKY DEVILS, formerly FLYING NEWS, action 
melodrama; asso. prod., Ben Pivar: dir., Fred Frank; 
orig. story by Sam Robins; screen play, Alex Gottlieb; 
camera, Charles Van Enger. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy 
Devine, Dorothy Lovett, Jack Arnold, Gus. Schilling, 
Hugh Huntley, Dora Clemant, Frank Mitchell, Roger 
Haliday. 

A DANGEROUS GAME, formerly WHO KILLED 
DOC ROBIN?, mystery melo; assoc., prod., Ben Pivar; 
dir., John Rawlins; orig., Larry Rhine, Ben Chapman; 
screen play, Larry Rhine, Ben Chapman, Maxwell 
Shane; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Richard Arlen, 


Andy Devine, Jeanne Kelly, Edward Brophy, Vince: 


Barnett, Richard Carle. Tom Dugan, Andrew Tombes. 

SAN FRANCISCO DOCKS, drama; asso. prod., Mar- 
shall Grant: dir., Arthur Lubin; orig. screenplay, Stan- 
ley Rubin and Edmund L. Hartman. Cast: Burgess 
Meredith, Irene Hervey, Barry Fitzgerald, Raymond 
Walburn, Robert Armstrong. 

U Pictures in Production 

THE BANK DICK, comedy: dir., Edward F. Cline; 
no writing credits; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: W 
C. Fields, Franklin Pangborn, Shemp Howard, Russell 
Hicks, Grady Sutton, Harlan Briggs, Bill Wolf, Nora 
Cecil, Emmett Vogan. 

RIDERS OF DEATH VALLEY, serial; asso, prod., 
Henry MacRae: dirs., Ford Beebe and Ray Taylor; 





screen play, Sherman Lowe, Basil Dickey, George H. | 


Plympton, Jack O’Donnell: camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: 
Dick Foran, Charles Bickford. Leo Carrillo, Buck Jones, 
Jeanne Kelly. ‘Big Bov’ Williams, Noah Beery, Jr., 
Monte Blue. William Hall. 

TRAIL OF THE VIGILANTES, western; asso. prod., 
dir., Allan Dwan; screenplay, E. E. Paramore; camera, 
Joseph Valentine. Cast: Franchot Tone, Broderick 
Crawford. Mischa Auer, Andy Devine, Peggy Moran, 
Warren William, Porter Hall, Edmund 
Charles Trowbridge, Paul Fix, Harry Cording, 
Wagner. 

INVISIBLE WOMAN, meller:; asso. prod., Bert Kelly; 


Max 


MacDonald, | 


dir.. Edward Sutherland: orig. by Joe May and Kurt | 
Siodmak; screenplay, Robert Lees, Fred Rinaldo, Ger- | 


Cast: 
Charles 


Bredell. 
Bruce, 


Elwood 
Virginia 


trude Purcell: camera, 
Barrymore, John Howard, 
Ruggles, Oscar Homolko. 

WHERE DID YOU GET THAT GIRL, comedy: asso. 
prod., Joseph C. Sanford: dir., Arthur Lubin: no writing 
credits: camera, J¢/in Boyle. Cast: Helen Parrish, Ed- 
die Quillan, Leon Errol, Charles Lang. Franklin Pang- 
born. Tom Dugan, Thurston Hall. Joe Brown, Jr., Wade 
Boteler. Nina Orla, Kay Leslie, Leonard Sues, Kenneth 
Lundy. Joe Cobb, Billy Jack Elliott, Stanley Fields, 
Tim Rvan, Frank Marlowe, Elliott Sullivan, Eddie 
Bruce, Robert McKenzie. Lorin Raker. George Lloyd, 
Frank Mitchell. Tom Hanlon, Ed Stanley. 

PACK STREET, drama, prod., Bruce Manning; dir.. 
Robert Stevenson: screenplay. Bruce Manning and 


maintaining a monopoly of the busi-| Felix Jackson. based on_novel by Fannie Hurst; cam- 


ness of exhibiting motion pictures in 
approximately 80% of the cities of 
the U. S. with populations of more 
than 100,000. 


14. By concertedly maintaining 


and acquiring a monopoly of ex- | 


hibition in all cities in the U. S. with 
a population of more than 1,000,000. 


Control of Film Stars Is 
Violation of Anti-Trust 


Next under a heading of ‘Con- 


spiracies to. Unreasonably Restrain; Totals 


and Monopdlize thé Production of 
Motion Pictures Participated in by| 
the Producer Defendants’, the Gov- 


era. William Daniels. Cast: Charles Boyer. Margaret 
Sullavan, Richard Carlson. Frank Jenks. Frank Mc- 
Hugh, James McNamara. Al ‘Whitey’ Roberts. 


Warners 


Prom- Com- Shoeot- Now ToBe 

ised pleted ing Cutting Shot 
ee 48 19 6 20 27 
| Capra-Riskin —— 1 0 1 0 
= ae 1 0 0 ) 1 
a aaa 50 20 6 21 28 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


THE LETTER, drama; prod., Robert Lord; dir., Wil- 
liam Wyler; original, Somerset Maugham; camera, Tony 


John | 





Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Herbert Marshall, James 


Stephenson, Gail Sondergaard, David Newell, Bruce | 


Lester, Tetsu Komai, Willie Fung. 

HONEYMOON FOR THREE, comedy; asso. prod., 
Henry Blanke; dir., Lloyd Bacon; original, Allen Scott 
and George Haight; screen play, Earl Baldwin and 
Phil Epstein; camera, Ernest Haller. Cast: George 
Brent. Osa Massen, Charles Ruggles, 
dir., William Keighley; screen play, More- 
house Avery; camera, Charles Rosher. 
Lane, Rosemary Lane, Lola Lane, Gale Page, Claude 
Rains, May Robson, Jeffry Lynn, Frank McHugh, Eddie 
Albert, Dick Foran. Vera Lewis. 

SANTA FE TRAIL, historic western; 
Robert Fellows; dir., Michael Curtiz; orig. screen play, 
Robert Buckner; camera, Sol Polito. 
Olivia de Havilland, Raymond Massey, Ronald Reagan, 
William Orr, Alan Hale, Guinn Williams, Henry 
O’Neill, Van Heflin, Allan Baxter, John Litel, Moroni 
Olsen, William Lundigan, David Bruce, Frank Wilcox, 
William Marshall, George Haywood. 

MEET JOHN DOE, drama; Frank Capra-Robert Ris- 


Stephen 


kin production; dir.. Frank Capra; orig., Richard Con- | 


nell; screen play, Robert Riskin, Frank Capra, Myles 
Connolly; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Gary Cooper, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Edward Arnold, Walter Brennan, 
James Gleason, Rod LaRocque, Granville Bates, Pierre 
Watkins, Henry O’Neill, Warren Hymer, Pat Flaherty, 
Ann Doran. 

HIGH SIERRA, drama: asso. prod., Mark Hellinger: 
dir., Raoul Walsh; story by W. R. Burnett: screen play, 
John Huston and W. R. Burnett; camera, Tony Gaudio. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Ida Lupino, Joan Brooks, Alan 
Curtis, Arthur Kennedy, Anthony Quinn, Henry 
Travers, Henry Hull, Willie Best 

SOUTH OF SUEZ, drama: asso. prod., Bryan Foy: 
dir., Lou Seiler; screen play, Barry Trivers and Michael 
Hogan; camera, Arthur Todd. Cast: George Brent, | 
Geraldine Fitzgerald. Brenda Marshall, James Stephen- 
son, George Tobias, Miles Mander, Charles Irwin. 

SHE COULDN’T SAY NO, comedy; asso. prod., Wil- 
liam Jacobs: dir., William Clemens: screenplay. Earl 
Baldwin and Charles Grayson: camera. Ted McCord. 
Cast: Roger Pryor, Eve Arden, Cliff Edwards. 

THE CASE OF THE BLACK PARROT, mystery: 
asso. prod., William Jacobs: dir., Noel Smith: no writ- 
ing credit; camera, Ted McCord. Cast: William Lundi- 
gan, Maris Wrixon. Luli Deste, Eddie Foy, Jr., Paul 
Cavanaugh, Emory Parnell, Joseph Crehan. 

Warner Pictures in Production 

INVITATION TO A MURDER, formerly TRIAL AND 
ERROR, meller; asso., prod., Edmund Grainger; dir., 
Vincent Sherman; screenplay, Robert Rosson. Barry 
Trivers; camera, James Van Trees. Cast: Thomas 
Mitchell, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn. 

THE WAGONS ROLL AT NIGHT, formerly CAR- 
NIVAL, drama; asso. prod., Harlan Thompson: dir., 
Ray Enright; screen play, Fred Niblo, Jr.. and Barry 
Trivers; camera, Sid Hickox. Cast: Sylvia Sidney 
Humphrey Bogart, Eddie Albert. ig 

FOOTSTEPS IN THE DARK, comedy drama: asso 
prod., Robert Lord; dir.. Lloyd Bacon: no writing 
credits; camera, Ernie Haller. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Brenda Marshall, Ralph Bellamy, Alan Hale, Lee Pat- 
rick, Allen Jenkins, Lucille Watkins. 

STRAWBERRY BLONDE, comedy drama: 
William Cagney; dir., Raoul Walsh: no writing credits: | 
= tags ve tig 8 Howe. Cast: James Cagney, | 

ivia eHavilland, ita Hayw ias, | 
Jack Carson, Alan Hale. a Te 
Pe ra AND SON, drama: 

acobs; dir. D. Ross Lederman; screen play. Fred | 
Niblo, Jr. camera, Al Siegler. Cast: John’ Liteil 
Frieda Innescourt, Billy Dawson, Bernice Pilot, Chris- 
tian Rub, Philip Hurlic. Sammy McKim, Sonny Bupp 
Myra Marsh, John Dilson, George Lloyd. : 

FAR HORIZON, drama: asso. prod.. Henry Blanke: 
dir., Edmund Goulding: no writing credits: camera. 
Tony Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis. George Brent. Mary 
Astor, Hattie McDaniels, Sam McDaniel, Jerome Cowan. 

THE SEA WOLF, drama; asso. prod.. Henry Blanke; 
dir. Michael Curtiz; no writing credits; camera, Sol 
Polito. Cast: Edward C. Robinson, John Garfielc Ida 
Lupino, Alexander Knox, Francis McDonald Gene 
Lockhart, Barry Fitzgerald, Stanley Ridges, Frank 
Lacketeen, Howard da Silva. Wilfred Lucas, Lewis Ma- 
son, David Bruce, Half Harolde. 


asso. prod.., | 


asso. prod.., William | 





Adolph Zukor, who will attend 
the Coast conferences was already 
there, having voted in Hollywood. 

Reports that television producing 
plans would be discussed on the 
Coast were denied at the home of- 
fice. 








Jane Wyman, | 
FOUR MOTHERS, drama; asso. prod., Henry Blanke; | 


Cast: Priscilla | 





asso. prod., | 


Cast: Errol Flynn, | 


|on the News. 


Par Execs on Coast 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 


Paramount home office execs and 
theatre partners converged this 
week for confabs at the studio and 
the Ambassador hotel. Under dis- 
cussion will be production and sales 
pians, the latter as they apply un- 
der the consent decree. Par top- 
pers will also act on a proposal to 
increase indie production units. 

Here for the meetings are Neil 
Agnew, Stanton W. Griffis, Barney 
Balaban, Russell Holman, Adolph 
Zukor, Leon Netter, Sam Dembow, 
Jr., and Leonard Goldenson. The 
last three are members of the N. Y. 
theatre department. Bob Weitman, 
manager of the N. Y. Paramount, is 
also here, as are theatre execs Earl 
Hudson of Detroit, John Balaban of 
Chicago, M. A. Lightman of Mem- 
phis, Sam Pinanski and Marty Mul- 
lins of Boston, John Fitzgibbons of 
Canada, Bob O’Donnel]l of Dallas and 
Ralph Branton of Des Moines. 


Ed Sullivan 


Continued from page 2 











John Chapman swapping spots with 
him last July. 

Sullivan this time, however, goes 
back to assume editorship of the 
Hollywood Reporter, local trade 
daily, under a participating deal 
with W. R. Wilkerson, its publisher. 
Latter will devote himself more to 
operating the Arrowhead Springs 
resort hotel, Wilkerson has always 
operated Hollywood niteries as an 
adjunct to his trade paper. He will 
also continue running Ciro’s. 

Sullivan's deal with Wilkerson will 
call for a percentage which, as the 
newspaperman puts it, ‘I'll be able to 
tell more about after a year.’ Wilker- 
son’s present editor, Frank Pope, 
will continue as a news exec and the 
Staff will not be affected at all. 

Sullivam has an open offer from 
the News’ managing editor, Dick 
Clarke, to return at any time, but 
meantime is severing connections 
with the tabloid with which he’s 
been identified for many years. He 
originally started on the now defunct 
N. Y. Evening Mail and later the 
N. Y. Graphic as a sports columnist. 
He’s been a working N. Y. news- 
paperman for 20 years; the last eight 
Sullivan may do one 
Sunday feature from Hollywood for 
the News, but that’s also indef, due 
to Capt. J. M. Patterson’s absence 
from the city. Chapman’s Holly- 
wood coverage for the News, of 
course, continues as is. 


BIG TOWN STUFF 


ollywood, Nov. 12. 
‘New York Town’ went into pro- 
duction at Paramount with Fred 
MacMurray and Mary Martin in the 
top roles, 
Charles Vidor directs and Anthony 
Veiller produces, 
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PIX SOUND REVOLUTION 





Trenton, N. J. Is Example of War's 
Boom Benefits to Amus. in 1940 








Trenton, Nov. 12. 

America’s boom town is Trenton, 

. J 
oo of soldiers stationed at 
nearby Fort Dix ‘invade’ this city 
nightly bent on ‘doing’ the town 
with the result that films, cafes, 
hotels, dance halls, bowling alleys, 
shooting galleries and restaurants 
are enjoying a wave of prosperity 
unmatched since World War I. 

With upwards of 15,000 boys al- 
ready stationed at Fort Dix and with 
an additional 5,600 of the conscripted 
Army from the Second Corps Area, 
embracing New Jersey, New York 
and Delaware to be called up before 
the end of November, it is estimated 
that from 3,000 to 5,000 of Uncle 
Sam's khaki-garbed defenders visit 
Trenton each night bent on some 
form of pleasure. It’s a_ strange 
sight for Trenton, whose main 
thoroughfares resemble a city in 
war-wrecked Europe. It’s 1917 all 
over again here but the peace-time 
army is going about its nightly 
pleasures with far less grimness. It’s 


still in the lark era and the bo; % 


are having their fun. 

From the lOwly buck private mak- 
ing $21 a month to the non-coms and 
commissioned officers whose salaries 
range from $120 a month to $10,000 
Trenton is getting its full 
quota nightly as they all leave 
money behind. For the buck private | 
it might mean a pack of cigarets, a | 
couple of beers and a dance hall or 
a pix, but the higher-paid boys are 
doing it up red, taking in the better 
cafes and. staying over at the 
swankier hostelries. 





reared its head, with syndicates im- | 


_ 


‘submit a referendum to class B 


Abolish SAG Council? 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Screen Actors Guild board, after a 
session running from last night 
(Monday) until noon today, voted to 





membership on a proposal to abolish 
the Screen Actors Guild council. 

Plans submitted embraced admin- 
istration of the affairs of the Guild, 
including class B membership by 
the board and a functional setup to 
represent Class B members by com- 
mittees named from various groups. 
Ballots go out Thursday (14) with a 
Nov. 26 closing. 


HAYS OFFICE 
CONFAB ON 
SPG ORG. 
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Cal. Labor Board Wires Wm. Green 





TOWAL QUALITIES To Remove AFL Exec, Meyer Lewis 





Warners to Introduce New 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
| Acting on instructions from the 
|executive board of the California 


persists among many of our people 
that Mr. Lewis tried to cripple our 


. riage resistance to the CIO raids in order 
Recording - Projection Sys-| State Federation of Labor, secretary | to derive whatever factional advan- 


tem With Release of. Edward D. Vandeleur has forwarded | tage the attendant confusion might 


‘Santa Fe Trail’—Carries 
Advantages of Disney- 
RCA Fantasound Without 


Heavy Added Cost to 


Studios and Exhibs 





OTHER LOTS O.K. USE 





Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Pleas of exhibitors for some new 
development in the talker-manufac- 
turing process of sufficient import 
to re-whet the public’s appetite for 
the cinema are shortly to draw an 
answer from Hollywood. What is 
hailed by studio technical experts as 
the most startling advancement in 
sound recording and _ projection 
adaptable for general usage by the 
film industry since the screen first 





Pending certification by the | 
National Labor Relations Board, | 
making the Screen Publicists Guild | 
of New York official bargaining | 
agency for its members in N. Y., re- 
sistance is reported cropping up 
among ‘eligibles’ and understood that | 
the major film companies are pre- | 





purported tentative contract that will | 


broke its silence will be unveiled 
with the opening of Warners’ ‘Santa 
Fe Trail’ at the Strand, New York, 
late in December. 

Modernized method, which con- 
sists of the addition of another 
sound-track running between the 


used for control purposes only, re- 


|'a demand to prexy William Green, 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
| that Meyer L. Lewis be removed as 
| western director for the AFL. Van- 
deieur charges that Lewis, who aided 
Willie Bioff in his producer negotia- 
tions before the latter was shuttled 
off to the Chicago hoosegow, has at- 
tended only two Central Labor 
Council sessions since he arrived in 
California. 

It is further claimed that Lewis 
has started a labor newspaper in op- 
position to the California labor press, 
and has failed to aid AFL locals in 
repelling CIO raids. 
cation in reference to CIO activities 
states: 

‘The last year was one of high tide 
for CIO raids against established 
AFL unions. In not a single situa- 
tion was any help forthcomirg from 
Mr. Lewis. The California State 
Federation of Labor, in conjunction 
with the local Central Labor Coun- 
cil, furnished the only help to repel 
these raids. In fact, the suspicion 


CASEY - BROWNE 
DIDNT MEET 








The vice problem has already | paring to put up a fight against the |film’s sprocket holes, and which is | AFTE 
| 


porting girls from Philadelphia and | 
New York. They’re leading police a 
merry chase but no less an authority 
than Major General Clifford R. 
Powell, 44th Division commander 
and head man at Fort Dix, and Tren- 
ton Police Chief William A. Dooling 
assert they are coping with it splen- 
didly. 
Welfare of Soldiers 

Though acts of misbehaviour by 
the enlisted personnel have been 
few in number thus far, authorities 





have taken special steps for the wel- 
fare of the soldiers as well as the | 
community, especially on pay-days | 
and weekends. Nightly a staff of | 
M.P.’s are sent up from Dix to aug- | 
ment local police protection and on | 
weekends the number is doubled. | 
Under a temporary policy now in 
effect, soldiers accused of miscon- 
duct are taken into custody by 
Trenton police and referred to mili- 
tary police. 

In a move to curb excessive drink- 
ing by soldiers at taverns and cafes | 
here, Mayor Rogers has warned 4is- | 
pensers that unless they serve in 
moderation licenses will be revoked. 
As a result, cases of drunkenness 
have been the exception. 

Boys come up from Dix in Tren- 
ton Transit buses, now running at 
the rate of 44 a day in piace of the 
four which traversed the route prior 
to the opening of the military reser- | 
vation. 

Trenton itself has opened its purse 

Strings to see that no soldier boy 
lacks recreation here. The Com- 
munity Chest, which has just closed 
its annual drive, upped its quota by 
$15,000 to provide a fund to take 
care of the boys. Community-spon- 
sored dances are held at regular in- | 
tervals, the facilities of the Y.M.C.A. 
and Y.M.H.A. have been placed at 
their disposal. Princeton University | 
each week sets aside several thou- 
sand seats in Palmer Stadium with 
free tickets for soldiers who want 
to take in a football game. 
_ Strangely enough, the places get- 
ting the biggest play to date have 
been the two shooting galleries here, 
where long queues form nightly as 
soldiers await their turn for a crack 
at the clay pigeons. 


Sherman Ups Abrahams 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Derwin Abrahams was upped | 
from assistant to director in Harry | 
Sherman's production unit, with the | 
next Hopalong Cassidy feature as his | 
first piloting job. 
Picture is ‘Border Vigilantes.’ | 


. 








be offered as well as the union it-| 
self. | 


A meeting on the matter was held | dramatic shading of tone and vol-| 


at the Motion Picture Producers & | 
Distributors of America on Thursday | 
(7) attended by representatives of | 
the publicity-advertising depart- | 
ments of all majors and attorneys. 
Pat Casey also attended the session | 
as labor relations counsel for the | 
picture companies. The meeting 
was held to consider the situation, | 
the demands made, the claims of | 
majorities in all film company h.0.’s, 
etc., but whether or not attorneys 
would challenge «the right of mem- 
bers of art departments to be quali- 
fied for the SPG was not indicated. | 
It is doubted, on legal authority, that | 
the artists or production men at-| 
tached to art departments who do 
not produce copy, have any right to 
belong to the union. 

Reported that numerous publicists | 
who have been approached to join the 
SPG have remained aloof, prefer- | 
ring to bide their time, while some | 
others who went in early have 
bowed out because of dislike con- 
cerning the administration and the 
executive committee which is de- 
scribed outside as being on ithe radi- | 
cal side and exercises autocratic | 
powers. One member of a major 

(Continued on page 29) 


} 
} 


RETAIL CLERKS IN | 
DRIVE ON THEATRES 


Lafayette, Ind., Nov. 12. 

At a recent meeting held at the 
headquarters of the Retail Clerks 
{nternational Protective Assn, it 
was decided to institute a real and 
earnest drive against the various cir- 
cuits and indie theatres that have 
candy counters, but without having 
regular union clerks handling the 
retail sales. 

RCIPA officers object strenuously 
to theatres doubling their ushers and | 
other theatre employees to work be- | 
hind the candy counter, and the 
union insists that in so doing the 
theatres are keeping retail clerks out 
of legitimate jobs. ; 

Main drive to organize and union- | 
ize those employees who work be-| 
hind these candy counters will be| 
centered in the states of California, | 
Washington, Oregon and Texas, and | 
in the cities of Buffalo and Detroit. | 

This follows the organization of 
these candy counter clerks in New 
York and Chicago. 


tains to the fullest degree all the 


ume that is to be found in the orig- 
inal sounds themselves. 


While Walt Disney will introduce 
the new Disney-RCA perfected 
Fantasound, a somewhat similar 
proposition, with the roadshowing 
this month of the Disney symphonic 
cartoon feature, ‘Fantasia,’ the War- 
ners-RCA system, readied under the 
supervision of Major Nathan Levin- 
son, the Burbank studio’s chief 


sound engineer, can be handled in| 


both studio and theatre at a mere 
fraction of the cost of recording and 
projection involved in Disney-RCA 
scheme. 
fords an enormous saving in the 
turning out of prints as compared to 
the Disney-RCA method. 
Withheld Inauguration 

Although Warners’ sound special- 
ists have been working on the un- 
dertaking since 1935, when 


the production and showing of ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ and 
have had it perfected for some 


months, the company has withheld | 


its inauguration to permit Disney to 
gain the full advantage of his elabo- 
rate expenditures in time and coin 
on the Disney-RCA recording-pro- 
jection devices. Warners’ financial 
outlay, both fcr the conversion of 
recording gadgets and lab printing 
machines, as well as for the installa- 
tion in theatres of the added ampli- 
filers and horns needed for projec- 
tion purposes, has been trivial as 
compared to Disney’s outgo for simi- 
lar purposes. 

While Warners’ ‘Santa Fe Trail’ i 
the first feature to benefit by the 
adoption of the system, productior 
heads at the studio have ordered 
that it be used on all future output. 


Already approved by the sound di-| 


vision of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences’ Research 


Council, it will be adopted by other | 


major lots as rapidly as recording 
and lab equipment can be changed 
over. 


While the projection of the Dis- | 


ney-RCA Fantasound requires the 


installation of some $15,000 worth | 


of new apparatus in each theatre, 
the Warners-RCA system calls for 
only $1,500 worth of extra gadgets. 
Addition of the second soundtrack 
does not prevent use of the War- 
ners-RCA prints with present-day 
equipment, although it holds new 
advantages over the old recording- 


Warners-RCA idea also af- | 


their | 
initial experiments were included in | 





| About three weeks ago Pat Casey, 
|Jabor relations counsel for the film 
producers, went to Chicago to see 
George E. Browne concerning IATSE 
demands and jurisdiction over many 
thousands of employes in Hollywood 
film plants. He didn’t see him, though 
remaining in Chicago several days. 
|Casey came on to New York and 
'awaited Browne but latter never 
| showed up, 
Friday (8) for the Coast. 

He is reported to have been burned 
over the matter but understood, on 
inside, that Browne, who _ suffers 
from ulcers, was unable to leave his 
farm, outside of Chicago, for any 





| 
| 


purpose and may not go to the Coast | 


immediately. Reported he refuses 
to listen to doctor’s orders concern- 
ing the ulcers, 





Browne Passing Up Coast 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 


George Browne is passing up the 


Coast for present, general plan for 
him and the International to keep 
hands off while locals negotiate with 
producers. 


Should the tide go against them, 


! understood the International will 


heed pleas to intercede, step in and 


make deal for them. 


FEAR WINS $50,000 


VERDICT FROM METRO 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 
Ralph Gordon Fear was awarded 
a verdict of $50,000 damages in his 


suit against the Metro studio in the 
U. S. district court. 

Plaintiff charged the company 
with breach of contract in using his 
film developing process for outside 
business. 


‘Man Hunt’ Again Up 
At 20th After Siesta 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

20th-Fox restored ‘Man Hunt’ to 
the production schedule after shelv- 
ing it for a week. Dudley Nichols 
is polishing the script for early 
shooting. 

Filming was delayed when Joha 
Ford, originally named as director, 
was shifted to ‘Tobacco Road.’ New 


projection system when so harnessed. | pilot will be picked off the lot. 


The communi-* 


| bring. 


‘The executive council realized 
that the western office represented 
an effort on the part of the AFL to 
aid the movement on the Pacific 
Coast. It felt that this office could 
be continued with much benefit to 
our movement, provided the proper 
man was placed in charge. It in- 
structed me to suggest that should 
the plea of the California State Fed- 
eration of Labor be heeded, and Mr. 
Lewis be removed for the good of 
the movement, that it be consulted 
before his successor is appointed.’ 


Beetson Back on Job 


Fred W. Beetson, secretary-treas- 
urer of the Association of Motion 
Picture Producers, has returned to 
his desk, after a month’s vacation 
trip to New York via the Panama 
Canal. { 

A preliminary check by the Screen 
Actors Guild this week indicated 
that approximately 300 extras will 
be eliminated from the industry for 
being more than 90 days in arreas 
in dues. The quarterly dues pays 
ment became due Nov. 1. 

The American Guild of Variety 
Artists has signed a contract with 
the ‘Folies Bergere,’ currently play- 
ing here, calling for a minimum of 
$40 weekly for chorus members and 
$60 for principals. The contract lim- 
its layoffs to one week in four, with 
a maximum of 30 shows per week, 
Negotiations were handled by Ken- 
neth Howard, international represene 
tative of AGVA, and Clifford C, 
Fischer for ‘Folies’. 

The closed-shop agreement be- 





with result Casey left | 


tween Metro and the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild has been signed. Prexy 
William Littlejohn, of the SCG, 
| agreed that workers would be given 
until Friday (15) to get in good 
standing with the Guild in order to 
continue their employment. 

Harry Mayo is the new chairman 
of the Screen Actors Guild. He was 
elected over Florence Wix by a ma- 
jority of two votes. A runoff elec. 
tion was ordered when it was dis- 
covered that Wix had been seated 
as chairman on Sept. 24 although 
She failed to receive a majority of 
the vote cast as required by the 
SAG bylaws. 

SAG Penalizes Metro 

The SAG-Producer Standing Com- 
| mittee has ordered Metro to pay 
| $3,000 in standby checks for the u @ 
of native riders on location at Santa 
Cruz. Announcement of the award 
stated: 

‘M-G-M proposed taking 40 riders 
and jumpers, including 14 women, to 
a location near Santa Cruz. The 14 
women were interviewed and en- 
gaged. A group of men were inter- 
viewed, but not engaged. Subse- 
quently M-G-M decided to do the 
work with local Santa Cruz riders, 
| After a_ protracted hearing, the 
Standing Committee ruled in favor 
of the Guild, that the location was 
within the 300-mile limit and made 
an award of $3,000 


‘This made possible a check for 
75 for each of 40 riders Each of 
the 14 women who had been en- 
| Baged was sent her check. In con- 
sultation with the studio, the Guild 


| made up a list of 39 men who might 
have received the 26 calls and who 
were members in good standing, 
|From the list of 39, Paul Cook, a 
member of the Class B Council, drew 
| 26 names at a drawing conducted in 
be board of directors’ meeting and 
| checks _were distributed in accord. 
| ance with the drawing.’ 
Class B Referendum 
| The SAG is now conducting a ref- 
erendum of Class B membership on 
| acceptance of the Producer-SAG 
| Standing Committee report, which 
recommended that all extras who 
worked 10 days or less in 1939 be 
eliminated from the industry. Kene« 
; neth Thomson, SAG executive secre- 
| tary, sent the following notification 
| to the Class E Council: 
‘In accordance with 
| (Continued on 
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page 29) 
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All Sorts and Manner of Taxes, 
City, State and U.S, Plague Pix Biz 





The rising tax burden for the 
picture business was accentuated 
this month by the addition of the re- 
cently enacted excess (defense) 
profits tax and tilt in the regular 
Federal income tax. Burden of taxa- 
tion for the industry promises to 
reach an all-time peace period peak 
before the middle of next year. 

Taxes are so numerous and sun- 
dry that it is difficult to tell which 
gets soaked the most, the producer, 
distributor or exhibitor. Indica- 
tions are that the owner and opera- 
tor carries the heaviest load because 
being confronted with city, county, 
state and government assessments. 
A close second is the distributor be- 
cause of setups in 31 exchange cities 
covering 48 states. 

The picture business is always 
sought out as the fall guy when ad- 
ditional revenue must be raised by 
the city or state. Formerly, tax 
levying solons use to sock the liquor 
business but nowadays with many 
states having their own liquor de- 
partment the yen to soak the liquor 
dealers is gradually diminishing. 

Films the Goat ” 

Old-age and social security laws 
have sent many state legislative 
bodies scurrying to raise additional 
funds with the film industry gener- 
ally ‘it’ in initial efforts te tack on 
more fees. This has brought in a 
flood on general sales taxes. Unless 
a theatre is specifically excluded 
it means that taxation on goods, 
wares and merchandise is_inter- 
preted as including theatre tickets. 


Estimated that this cuts in 2-3% on) 


gross receipts. However, exhibitors 
are satisfied to escape any special 
sales levy because this generally 
means a 10-15% tax. 

Exhibitors must face taxation for 
personal income, for personal prop- 
erty, real estate, 
levy, payroll and that on admis- 
sion ducats. There also is a license 
to do business which costs money 
in many states. Other states have 
a fee system operating in conjunc- 
tion with the fire marshal on all 


property plus the theatre holdings. | 
The personal property tax is the | 


greatest theatre headache because 
of varying interpretations by differ- 
ent states. Some states would value 
one 10-reel picture at so much but 


would raise the value on another | 
10-reeler when they figure the pro- | 


duction yalue of the film greater. 
The industry has fought tooth-and- 
nail any attempt to 


the production value of a picture. 
Nominal value of the negative is the 
the correct method, it has been con- 
tended. 

Terrific Strain 

With a circuit having 600 indi- 
vidual pieces of theatre property, 
the strain in keeping pace with indi- 
vidual state taxation is terrific. How- 
ever, with all the taxes on theatres, 
the admish tax fee is the most on- 
erous of all because it represents a 
10% slash into the theatre’s income. 

The only phase that may slow up 
attempts to install state taxes on 
theatre ducats during the coming 
State legislative sessions, early in 
1941, is the realization that the Fed- 
eral government already has covered 
the field very thoroughly. 

For the distributor, the greatest 
problem is handling the taxation 
setup from the 31 different ex- 
changes. Each must handle on an 
average of one or two states with 
their varying taxation systems. 
There are some states covered by 
two or more exchanges such as 
Pennsylvania which has Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh. In contrast some 


exchanges cover several states. Min- | 


neapolis handles the taxes from Min- 
nesota, North and South Dakota. 
Possibly the outstanding exchange 


Operation to feel the full load of 
State taxation is Atlanta which 
covers Georgia, Florida, Alabama 


and parts of Tennessee. 


Shea’s Buffalo Dualing 


First Time in 14 Years 


Buffalo, Nov. 12. 
Shea’s Buffalo, ace Paramount de- 
luxer here, this week goes double 
feature for the first time in its 14- 
year history. House, booking of 
which was recently taken over by 
Loew’s, one-third partner in the op- 





erating company, also discontinued | 


its house orchestra a few weeks ago 
after continuous pit music policy 
sinc? opening. 

_ First program, ‘Escape’ and ‘Danc- 
ng on Dime,’ runs three hours and 
30 minutes, 





for corporation | 


list personal | 
property tax on films according to 


+ 





LOCAL GAG 


Omaha Lawyer Stand-In on M-@ 
Pic—Also Reps Exhib Suing Metro 








Omaha, Neb., Nov. 12. 

Metro’s exchange manager, Harry 
Shumow, is being kidded profusely 
about using his company’s casting 
dept. to get to an opposition attor- 
ney. ‘Men of Boys Town’ company 
is on location in Omaha, and picked 
Gerald F. Nye, attorney; Betty Marr, 
First National Bank secretary, and 
Dean Gray, an ll-year-old sixth- 
grader, to double in long shots for 
Henry O'Neill, Mary Nash and Bobs 
Watson. 

Nye is attorney for Frank E. Hol- 
lingsworth, Beatrice, Neb., exhibitor, 
who is suing Metro, among others, 
for collusion and restraint of trade 
forcing him out of biz. 


NEW THEATRE 
CHAIN ON 
COAST 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 

First of a new chain of California 
‘film houses, backed by Hollywood 
capital with local partners, went 
into construction at Dinuba, with 
| Ed Levy as operating partner. The- 
atre will cost about $35,000, and four 
more units at the same approximate 
price are due to follow. 
| Others are planned at Fort Bragg, 
| Ukiah, Yreka and Modesto. 

Construction was started in Po- 
mona on a new Fox-West Coast thea- 
tre, the State, 500-seater, slated for 
Christmas opening. 

Dwight Harkins building new Col- 
|lege theatre, seating 480, at Tempe, 
Ariz. 














Blevinses’ New House 


Celeste, Texas, Nov. 12. 
B. E. Blevins and his wife have 
| opened a new house here, partly sup- 
ported by local business men. 
He operates the machine while his 
wife is ticket seller and handles the 
| main-floor operations. 





Anco, New on 42d St., N. Y. 


Another house for heavily-over- 
seated 42d street, New York, is the 
|new Max A. Cohen operation, the 
Anco, which opened Saturday 69). 
It's playing double bills at a scale 
'of from 10 to 25c, same as for other 
{houses on the street. Theatre seats 
600 and is on the site of the old 
Waliack, former legit house. 
1,000-Seater for Dayton 
| Dayton, Nov. 12. 
| Ground has been broken for a new 
|suburban theatre, the Shafer, 1,000 
|or more capacity, to be operated by 
|Maurice White and N. G. Shafer, 
|who operate theatres in southern 
|Ohio and Kentucky and are asso- 
ciated with Col. Ike Libson, Cincin- 
| nati, in the operation of the Strand 
jhere. Second-run features will be 
| shown. 


| 
} 
} 


Loew’s in N. Y. Day-Dates 
Kit Carson’ in 11 Houses 


‘Kit Carson,” which has_ been 
awaiting a New York opening date 
for several months, preems tomor- 
row (Thursday) at Loew’s State on 
Broadway and in 11 Loew key houses 
in the city simultaneously. It’s the 
}same plan as was used with Uni- 
| versal’s ‘When the Daltons Rode.’ 

Deal with Loew’s is on a flat ren- 
tal. Picture was made by Edward 
Small for United Artists distribution. 
National release date was Aug. 30 
'and picture has played a large num- 
ber of spots throughout the country 
since then. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 








/Empire,” by J. Robert Bren 
|Gladys Atwater. 
| Leonard Hoffman sold his war 


story, ‘Night Hawks,’ to Warnerxs. 


'shrdlu emfwyp vbgkq) ery iis wy 
RKO acquired ‘Repent at Leisure, 
lbv James Gow and Arnaud D’Usseau. 


Harry Sherman bought t sonenaipore | 
and 


Bronco-Busting Dallas 
Showmen Enter Rodeo 


Dallas, Nov. 12. 

_When show makers suddenly de- 
cide to be show actors, that is as 
much news as the traditional yarn of 
man biting dog, so the recent an- 
nouncement that the Variety Club 
would be in the All-America Rodeo 
and Horse Show program starting 
in Ft. Worth on Will Rogers Day, 
Friday (15), will be interesting to 
thousands of theatre-goers in the 
south. 

Variety Club members have made 
reservations for horses to ride in the 
gigantic parade and will also select 
a queen from the many theatre em- 
ployees of Dallas, to participate in 
the colorful selection of the ‘all- 
American girl of the Southwest.’ 

The Cinema Breakfast & Bridle 
Club, composed of members of the 
various film exchanges of Dallas and 
a subsidiary of the Variety Club, 
were among the first to announce 
their membership would be here en 
masse for the parade, buffalo bar- 
becue, prelude and premiere show 
opening day. They are transporting 
their own horses from Dallas for the 
| eale celebration, and Buck Weaver, 
manager of the Paramount film ex- 
change, reported that all members 
had paid their transportation fees, 
insuring a 100% membership in Ft. 
Worth. 

The Cinema B. & B. Club is com- 
posed of film executives who like 
to ride horseback. They stage their 
own private, exclusive rodeo each 
year. 


Rachman Now 


An Authority 
On Prison Pix 


Lincoln, Nov. 12. 

When Jules Rachman, 48, former 
exhib who killed Harry and Sam 
Goldberg in 1932 and served about 
eight years in the penitentiary here, 
was released, he had offers of three 
jobs. He finally settled with Sol 
Francis, Mona exchange boss, and 
became a film salesman in this ter- 
ritory. 

In his five weeks with Francis he 
has picked up five major accounts 
in Omaha alone, where Mono had 
no look-in before. But he did lose 
one, the Ralph Goldberg string. 
Goldberg is a brother to the two 
slain men, and was most active in 
the fight to keep Rachman behind 
bars. 

Rachman was the theatre manager 
for the penitentiary ali the time he 
was in stir, and now Mono sells 
nearly all the state institutions— 
asylums, homes for the aged, refor- 
matories and prisons. ‘Nothing like 
making contacts wherever you are,’ 
he says. 

Rachman couldn’t have gotten 
with a better company, he believes, 











selling is concerned. Mono puts out 
more gangster, prison, and reforma- 
tory action pictures than almost any 
other company. And when he tells 
an exhib the film he’s peddling is 
the McCoy, the exhib knows he’s 
getting expert opinion. 


FIRE, SMOKE FAIL T0 
| PANIC AVID PIX FANS 








Portland, Me., Nov. 12 
Fire in adjoining dept. store emp- 
tied R. E. Snider’s Strand and Em- 


pire theatres here Sunday evening 
1 (10), but patrons of both houses, 
|far from being thrown into panic 
by eddying wisps of smoke and 


|clangor of apparatus outside, yelled 
‘for unreelings to continue Police 
land firemen finally succeeded in de- 
| taching Armistice-eve payees from 
| their seats. 

Damage to dept. store estimated at 


| $50,000, but theatres escaped with 
(but minor damage. Empire, least 
affected, is takiig over Strand’s 


higher-rentaled program for balance 
of week. 


Nick Carter Up-to-Date 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Nick Carter, the old horse-and- 
|buggy detective, goes ultra-modern 
lin his next Metro picture, ‘Murder 
iby Radio.’ 





as far as knowing the product he’s | 


More States for Earlier Thanksgiving: 
Regarded as a Break for Pix B. 0. 





$1,000,000 ‘Foot’ 


Hollwood, Nov, 12. 

Warners allotted a budget of $1,- 
000,000 to ‘One Foot In Heaven,’ 
based on a biographical novel by 
Hartzell Spence. 

Studio is sending out several hun- 
dred copies of the publisker’s pre- 
view, containing excerpts from the 
book, to exhibitors in key spots. 








OUT OF PIX 
STUDIOS 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Move to sell the General Service 
studios in Hollywood and the East- 
ern Service lot on Long Island indi- 
cates the withdrawal of American 
Telephone & Telegraph from the pic- 
ture industry, with the exception of 
the film sound system, developed by 
its subsidiary company, ERPI. 

Further indications in that direc- 
tion is the preparation by ERPI to 
foreclose its $250,000 mortgage on 
Educational studios, on Santa Monica 
boulevard, once owned by Educa- 
tional Films, now defunct. 

No difficulty is expected in liquid- 
ating the General Service plant in 
Hollywood, owing to a heavy de- 
mand for studio space. Three sepa- 
rate groups of prospective pur- 
chasers have been tempting ERPI 
execs in the last few weeks. One 
outfit, headed by Ben Smith, invest- 
ment banker from Wall street, is de- 
clared to have offered to underwrite 





demand for $850,000. 
Eastern Service studios offers an- 





|other problem, due to the shortage | 


of picture production in the New 
| York area since Mayor LaGuardia 
|ceased to plug that sector as a film 
center. 

Warners is understood to be ready 
to take over the Educational lot, 
which adjoins the Samuel Goldwyn 


title through a foreclosure sale of 
the property. 


'LA CROSSE LAWYER’S 
ILLNESS HALTS CASE 


Madison, Wis., Nov. 12. 

Further delay in the La Crosse The- 
| atres Co. anti-trust suit against Par- 
| amount and others, now being tried 
|before Judge Patrick T. Stone in 
Federal court here, was caused when 
| Robert A. Hess, of Milwaukee, legal 
|rep for the plaintiff, was taken sud- 
| denly ill Wednesday night (6) and 
removed to a hospital. His condition 
was not considered serious, but the 
adjournment was made _ indefinite 
| pending his ability to resume trial of 
| the case. 











| After getting under way Oct. 30 | 


with the filing of an amended com- 
plaint upping the sought-for dam- 
ages from $1,050,000 to $1,476,000, and 
the selection of a jury of 11 men, one 
woman and ore alternate, the trial 
i continued through Friday, only to be 
recessed until after Election day. It 
was resumed Wednesday (6), then 
had to be adjourned Thursday be- 
cause of Hess’ condition. 

Opening days of the trial were de- 
voted to statements of the legal reps. 
Hess for the plaintiffs and Harold 
M. Wilkie, of Madison, for the de- 
fendants. Eddie Ruben, president of 
the Wellworth Theatre of Wisconsin, 
and co-defendant with Par and the 
Minnesota Amus. Co., was the first 
witness called, shortly before the first 
adjournment, and was again on the 
stand throughout the day trial was 
resumed. He will again be recalled 
| upon resumption of the case. 
| LaCrosse Theatres Co. operated 
five houses in LaCrosse, having a vir- 


'tual monopoly in the town prior to | 
the | 


11936. Ruben then came into 
|town, built the new Hollywood, and, 
according to the plaintiff. got most 
of the A product, due, plaintiff al- 
' leges, to the refusal of Par 20th and 
| United Artists to sell to it, the plain- 


» 


AT&T. TO BOW 


the property for $750,000 against a | 


studio, as soon as ERPI clears its | 





There being two Thanksgiving 
days again this year, the dates sub- 
ject to decision by the states them- 
selves, showmen are elated that more 
of the country will celebrate Nov. 21 
as the holiday than Nov. 28. An 
advance check would indicate a 
marked swing among states to the 
| earlier date, following the experi- 
| ences that were noted last year after 
President Roosevelt upset all tradi- 
tion so far as Turkey Day is con- 
cerned by asking that it be moved 
up as a means of providing a longer 
breather between then and. Christ- 
mas, 

A total of 32 states are planning to 
celebrate Thanksgiving on Nov. 21, 
while in the column for Nov. 28 
are 16. 





32 Favor Nov. 21 

In 1939 the division was much 
j svener, with 22 states celebrating 
| Thanksgiving on Nov. 23, date it fell 
|last year, while 26 stuck to the his- 
| torically-established date on the cal- 
|endars. This November the check 
| would indicate there will be 32 going 
with Roosevelt, which would double 
the number that won't. 

The distributors are contacting 
their various exchanges in connec- 
tion with Thanksgiving as it will fall 
in the various states, so that prepara- 
tions can be made in booking film, 
laying plans for the holidays and 
providing for prints. Distribs favor 
an earlier Thanksgiving generally so 
mhat people are not so closely pushed 
}on the Christmas shopping, while 
|also a division among the various 
| states creates advantages, 

Among other things, it becomes a 
|simpler matter to handle prints 
| when two dates are celebrated since 
|the territories of the branches em- 
| brace more than one state. Other 
langles also figure such as_ cases 
|where an exhibitor near to a border 
gets his holiday on Nov. 21, while 
|across the border it may be Nov. 28, 
|thus providing a double crack at 
| business. 

Border-States’ Dual Break 

| The exhib found last year that 
where he is on a borderline and 
|draws from two states, he got an 
|extra play because of his location if 
different dates by the «states were 
celebrated. In some such cases holi- 
day prices were in effect on both 
Thanksgivings. 

Experience last year also was that 
the period between the earlier 
Thanksgiving (Nov. 23) and Christ- 
mas did not suffer so much from the 
so-called pre-Xmas shopping and 
preparation. It afforded fans more 
time to recover from the cost of 
Thanksgiving in giving thought to 





Christmas. On the other hand for 
merchants it enabled them to start 
their Xmas campaigns a little 
earlier. That can never be done 


until gobbler-day is out of the way. 

The lineup on states tabulates the 
following for Noy, 21: 

New York, Washington, Montana, 
Wroming, California, Utah, Idaho, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Colorado, 
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, North 
Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Wisconsin, Illinois, Mississippi, 
Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, 
Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, 
New Jersey, Maryland. 

In the column favoring 
are: 

Pennsylvania, Iowa, Nevada, South 
| Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma. Louisi- 
}ana, Tennessee, Florida, North Caro- 
|lina, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Maine. 


Nov. 28 


reps for the first time in January, 
1935, on the possibility of obtaining 
product should he decide to build a 


theatre, and that a mass of corre- 
spondence, letters and telegrams. as 
well as visits to New York, concerned 
only his getting certain picture 
rights. Details and interpretations of 
what was said and written. with 
lawyers on both sides fighting every 
step of the way, are still occupying 
the court’s attention. 

The action is brought under the 
Sherman and Clayton anti-trust laws, 
charging conspiracy in restraint of 
trade, with the alleged intent of pre- 
venting LaCrosse from carrying 
on its business. Trial is expected to 
last from four to six weeks. 


HITTING THE ROAD 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Paramount shoved off on the ‘Road 
to Zanzibar,’ with Bing Crosby, Bob 
Hope and Dorothy Larsour co-starr- 





| William R. Lipman is writing the tiff, and causing it to lose great sums ing. 


screen play for production by Fred- 
| erick Stephani. 


of money. 
Ruben testified he sounded out Par 


Paul Jones produces and Victor 
'Schertzinger directs. 
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"Hollywood ’s War Cycle 


Continued 





in which every producer's mind is 
running and there’s no doubt a surge 
of military films is on the thresh- 
Id. 
ovat makes the trend particularly 
noiable is that from the time the 
war started until almost mid-Octo- 
per there weren't as many we- titles 
resistered altogether as during the 
past month. Producers had been 
more or less frightened of the sub- 


ject by the lack of success of the | 


few military films made. Apparent- 
ly it is felt now that the public mind 
has chansed and the season is ripe 
for something that will jibe with 
current headlines. 

‘Back to Yaphank’ 

Metro, which has stuck to a policy 
of avoiding rides on the popular 
news crest, has even entered the 
running. It has asked exclusive 
rights to the label, ‘Back to Yap- 
hank.’ Yaphank is the U. S. Army 
camp out on Long Island, where 
many recruits from the New York 
area were quartered during the 
World War and are now being quar- 
tered again. It gained show biz im- 
mortality back in 1918 when the sol- 
diers there put on a musical, ‘Yip, 
Yip Yaphank,’ which became a sen- 
sational success on Broadway. Irv- 
ing Berlin, a sergeant there then, 
wrote the songs and there’s been 
talk recently of reviving the show. 

Also in the conscription vein is 
Warner Bros.’ idea, “You're in the 
Army Now.’ Picture was originally 
planned as a short, one of a patriotic 
series, but title registration was re- 
cently switched to cover a feature. 
WB, Universal and Selznick almost 
simultaneously had another idea for 
a draft pic, registering titles within 
two days of each other. WB claims 
‘No. 158,’ while U and Selznick want 
‘Draft No. 158." Universal has still 
another thought, ‘Draft Dodger,’ 
while Paramount already has plans 
well under way on ‘Caught in the 
Draft,’ in which Bob Hope will be 
starred. 

Pix on the Wing 

Flying pictures appear to be next 
most popular, 
assorted titles on the Subject (most 
of them with the word ‘Eagle’) be- 
ing 20th-Fox, Goldwyn, Warner 
Bros., Howard Hughes, Columbia, 
Universal, RKO and Loew-Lewin, 
Fox wants “The Eagle Flies Again,’ 
‘The Eagle Squadron’ and ‘Yankees 
Over London.’ Goldwyn’s stake is 
on ‘The Eagle Flies’ and 


Eagles. Warners have ‘Eagles of 
the Air’ and ‘Wings of an Eagle.’ 


Hughes takes ‘American Eagles.’ Co- 


lumbia would ‘Let the Eagle 
Scream.’ Universal wants ‘Sky 
Raiders.’ RKO claims ‘I Bombed 
Berlin.’ Loew-Lewin have ‘RAF’ 


and ‘Royal Air Force.’ 


Meantime, Walter Wanger has 
grabbed priority on the whole 
‘Eagle’ idea with a script writer, 


William Hurd Bennett, already at 
work on ‘The Eagle Squadron,’ al- 
though whether he can use that title, 
as 20th also claims it, is another 
question. Eagle Squadron is the 
name given the group of Americans 
fighting with the RAF, thus its pop- 
ularity. 

RKO alone seems to have shown 
recent interest in parachute troops, 
an idea on which aii sorts of titles 
were registered last year when the 
Germans were dropping soldiers be- 
hind enemy lines. RKO’s recent 
entries, all registered Oct. 28, are 
‘Parachute School,’ ‘Parachute Bat- 
talion,’ ‘Parachute Troops’ and ‘Sky 
Jumpers.’ 

Evacuation of the British from 
Dunkirk is another one of those 
things which seems to have taken a 
long time capturing Hollywood's im- 
agination and then came through 
with a bang. Within 20 days there 


were four claims on the subject. 
Selznick wants ‘The Beaches of 
Dunkirk’ and Iready has a story | 
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, from one of the survivors while 
Warners maintains priority on ‘Dun- 
kirk’ and ‘Evacuation’ and U 
chooses ‘Dunkerque.’ 

‘Burma Road’ also had a slow 
start, but now has four claimants. 
Columbia tied it up right after first 
mention in the press last July, but 
it took the put icity on reopening of 
the highway in mid-October to 
| hasten Globe Productions 4Roose- 
velt), 20th-Fox and Universal, in 
that order, to put a finger on it. 

RKO apparently is the only com- 
| pany that likes salt air. It’s cor- 
ralled ‘Pacific Fleet’ and ‘Convoy.’ 
Also ‘Inside Nazi Germany 1941.’ 
| Metro has a second war-like title 
registered, ‘Fighting Fools,’ which, 
of course, covers practically any- 


U’s Rookie Yarn 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Universal's rookie yarn, 
' Privates,’ will feature Abbott and 
| Costello and the Andrews Sisters. 
Both are 
| Heaces. 


A&C made their first film ap- 


pearance in ‘One Night in the 
Tropics,’ while the Andrews debuted 
in ‘Argentine Nights.’ 

Interviewing of writers to script 
| training pictures is under way, with 
arrival of two U. S. Army officers 
to collaborate with the Motion Pic- 
ture Production Defense Commit’@2. 
Accompanying Gordon Mitchell, 
general manager of the Academy 
Research Council here from Wash- 
| ington, were Col. A. D. Bruce, U. S. 
}army general staff, Maj. Richard 
Schlosberg, chief photographic divi- 
sion signal corps. 

Officers conferred with Darryl 
Zanuck, chairman of Academy Re- 
search for Rookies. Y. Frank Free- 
man, chairmon of the industry’s De- 
fense Committee, has scheduled a 





;}port on progress 
| Zanuck and 
making 
cruits. 


of project from 
consider proposal of 
similar films for navy re- 


among claimants to | 





| Hays-SPG 


Continued from page 25 


well organized by the SPG is known 
to have resigned, giving as the rea- 
son an opinion that the organization 
at the top is too left-wing in its 
| views. 

| Understood that under the pro- 
| posed contract that will be offered 


Fox, he can’t do so because in the 
|event that 20th wants a man it is up 
to the labor committee of SPG to 
send one over from among its mem- 
bers who are out of work. It is 
without question that this and other 
portions of the tentative contract 
will meet with severe resistance 
| fro mthe New York publicity-adver- 
tising departments. 

Under the proposed contract, the 
SPG will ask for a scale ranging 
from $45 for apprentices to $125 a 
week for seniors, based on number 
of years of service, plus duties, 
etc. This also will probably be op- 
posed, since years of service do not 
determine ability. 

At a recent meeting of the SPG it 
is reported efforts were made to 
push through a resolution against the 
draft and that although the member- 


ship, small in attendance at the 
time. was not in accord, the resolu- 
tion was still placed into effect 
Spokesmen on the other side of the 
fence consider this entirely irrela- 
vant. ald raise the point as to wh) 
it was ever considered 

Reports also are that the leaders 


of the SPG are considering affilia- 
tion with the C. I. O 
Full cooperation of members of the 
American Newspaper Guild through- 
try has been promised to 


out the count promis te 
the Screen Publicists Guild in its 
negotiations for recognition and a 


James Ryan, ANG organ- 
support to 
ata 


contract. 
izer, made the vow of 
more than 175 SPG members 
meeting last Thursday by B ; 

SPG recently went before the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board to 
claim representation of employees 
‘in press departments of home offices 
jin New York. Principal snag in the 


| way of recognition has been a vari- | 


| ance in claims as to who is eligible. 
| Although there has been no offi- 
‘cial word from the SPG that filin 
companies are stalling, at pie 
; -eek’s meeting tha a 
dent at last wee k's . 

is in their mind. Ryan 
unions to expedite 


ized by other 


| negotiations in the face of stalling | 


'‘ tactics. 


‘Buck | 


in current Universal re- | 


| meeting for this weekend to hear re- | 


the producers, if a man who is work- | 
ing for Metro wants to go to 20th-| 


went over | 
4 with them methods and plans util- 


KORN BUILDING AFTER 
SELLOUT TO GRIFFITH 


Humble, Texas, Nov. 12. 

Oskar Korn, who recently sold out 
| his theatre holdings to the R. E. 
| Griffith interests, is reported plan- 
| ning to build a new theatre here in 
association with E. N. Collins who 
operates the Lindell here. 

_Korn is at the present time opera- 
ting the Lisbon on the edge of Dal- 


|las and plans to open a nabe in 
Houston. 





No Product, the Esquire, 
Toledo, May Stay Dark 


Toledo, Nov. 12. 

| The new Esquire, newest down- 
| town theatre building, may continue 
| dark for some time, unless con- 
| Vertes into a theatre-cafe. 


All film product for 1941 in Toledo 
has been sold, so that if someone 
leases the Esquire, the best they can 
make it is a subsequent run house. 








| DURBIN PIC AWAY 
| Hollywood, Nov. 12. 


Deanna Durbin went before the 
| Universal lenses yesterday (Mon.) in 
‘Nice Girl,’ with Franchot Tone and 


Robert Stack sharing top male spots. 


Actress sings five songs, including 


a new patriotic anthem,‘ Thank You 
America.’ 


| 





Vs. Meyer Lewis 


Continued from page 25 








from the board of directors, ar- 
rangements have been made for the 
referendum of Class B members on 
the question of adopting the princi- 
ples embodied in the Standing Com- 
mittee Report. 

‘Referendum ballots will be mailed 
beginning Friday night to all paid 
up Class B and Class B Special mem- 
bers in good standing. Ballot boxes 
will close at Guild office at midnight 
Friday, Nov. 22. 

‘Any member who pays his dues 
prior to midnight, Friday, Nov. 22, 
will be given a ballot at the cashier’s 
window, at the time of making the 
payment. 

‘It is the hope of the board of di- 
rectors that you will do all that you 
possibly can to insure a full vote 

from the Class B members on this 
' important question. 

“Votes must be cast by 51% of the 
eligible membership in order for the 
referendum to be valid.’ 

Holt Supervises Riders 

| The SAG has announced that Tim 
Holt, Guild board member, will su- 
pervise the program of tests being 
prepared for western riders. The 
SAG announcement states: 

‘Need for the testing 
(1) for good screen results and for 
the protection from injury of those 
who 
tors need data on compe- 
tence; (2) for protecting the horses 





accurate 


used in western riding scenes, stable | 


owners insist on similar information. 

‘More than 1,000 Guild members 
registered as western riders will vote 
on the selection of a panel of five 
judges. Five will be chosen in a 
Guild-conducted ballot from a 
list of 10 suggested by a committee 
of riders. Riders of recognized com- 
petence will be placed by the five 
judges on a ‘recommended list.’ This 
will mean recommended for com- 
petence. 

‘Those riders who are not placed 
on the original ‘recommended list’ 
may apply for test Each rider who 


completes his test 


Nail 
mali 


1] will 


7 


successfu 


be added to the ‘recommended 
The Guild 
registered : 


of the progress of this program F 


} 


keep all 


western riders informed 


member 


Barnes Heads Radio Writers 
Forrest Barne has been elected 
national president of the Radio 
Writers Guild Karl Franklin will 
be vice-prexy f the Western Re- 
gional Council. The following mem- 


bers have been elected to the West- 
ern Regional Council for two-year 
terms: Hector Chevigny, Sam Moore, 
Arch Oboler, Jerry Schwartz, Everett 
Tomlinson. Council alternates named 
to serve for one year are Wolfe 
Kaufman, Leonard L. Levinson, 
Carleton E. Morse, Donald Quinn, 
Maurice Zimm. 

The Western Regional 
a national vote on a move to pro- 
hibit anv executive writer from be- 
coming national president or regional 
vice-president of the organization. 
Another regulation approved pro- 
hibits any member from working 
for a transcription company that has 
| been placed on the RWG unfair list 


is twofold: | 


cide before the camera, direc- | 


members | 
also adopted a resolution asking for | 





| Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Aside from aid rendered by artists of screen, stage and radio, numerous 
showmen figured importantly in the campaign which keeps President 
' Roosevelt in the Whife House and not unlikely that some might continue 
politically in some manner or other. In the administration itself are Frank 
C. Walker, of the Comerford circuit, recently appointed Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and Joseph P. Kennedy, ambassador to England. 

Charles L. O'Reilly headed the theatrical committee and was intensely 
active. Formerly an exhibitor and president of the old Theatre Own- 
ers Chamber of Commerce for years, he is now high up in the candy busi- 
ness, He is independently weaithy but may have political amwitions. 

Others who figured on the Roosevelt campaign included Jack Connolly, 

| former head of Pathe News and a vet in show business: Sol A. Rosenblatt, 

industry attorney and former NRA administrator; Eddie Dowling, actor- 
| producer who was aiso on previous Roosevelt election campaigns; Johnny 
Johnstone, fcr years in executive radio posts; and Walter Brooks, for- 
merly in theatre operation, distribution and publicity. 

Odd angle has cropped up in the making of ‘Tin Pan Alley’ by 20th-Fox 
wherein the screen story’s pseudo-songsmiths are supposed to have ‘written’ 
certain w.k. past song hits. This necessitates clearing rights with the real- 

life writers, but the complications are* due (1) to some songs having as 
many as three collaborators, and (2) the actual songwriters of the caval- 
cade tunes refusing to have the public believe somebocy else authored the 
tunes. The multiple collabs item is a tough problem, especially where 
estates of deceased writers are involved and it's difficult to make sure who 
has the proper authority. In the second aspect, the vanity angle figures. 
Some of the tunes to be used are world-famous hits, and the writers look 
| Upon their songs as personal ‘monuments’ and only for a stiff cash con- 
| sideration—one especially—would they ‘hide’ their identity. It’s a nuisance 
| proposition essentially, but also a costly one. 

‘Tin Pan Alley’ goes into release Nov. 22 instead of Dec. 13, as originally 
planned. Slated as a leadoff for the holiday season. Cast toppers are Alice 
Faye, Betty Grable, Jack Oakie and John Payne. 





Shooting on the Pennsylvania railroad of Hal Roach’s ‘Broadway Lim- 
| ited,” which was expected to take two weeks, wound up a couple days ago 
, at the end of five weeks. Snow and rain on the section of track between 

Harrisburg and Pittsburgh, where the crew was working, held up pro- 
| duction. 

| Roach had to pay the salaries of the trainmen who were required, but 
Pennsy contributed the use of its new Broadway Limited which has not 
| yet been put in service on its scheduled New York-Chicago run. Only 
minor members of the cast were needed for the location shooting, which 
was directed by Hal, Jr. Rest is being made on the Coast. 


| a 

Jack London, who led a tumultuous life, is still causing tumuit in the 
| picture industry, even though he has been at peace for many years. Cur- 
| rent controversy involves Metro, Mrs. Jack London and Samuel Bronston 
| Productions. The Culver City studio is reported to have tied up $50,000 
in a London story, ‘A Sailor on Horseback,’ published several yesrs ago 
| in the Satevepost. Latest report is that the Bronston company, with James 
| Roosevelt producing, has made a deal with Mrs. London for picture clear- 
| ances on her husband's writings. ‘Martin Eden,’ a novel depicting London's 
wanderings, is slated as a Bronston picture, to start filming in December. 





Clarence M. Shapiro, who does talent snooping for Metro in the midwest. 
has written a guide of requirements for getting into pictures. Labeled ‘I 
Scout for Movie Talent’ (Kroch & Son, Chicago; $1), 83-page paper-bound 
volume treats of general considerations, physical attributes, voice, pro- 
nunciation, facial expression, personality, training and experience and 
allied subjects. Shapiro, who is a Chicago lawyer as well as Metro scout, 
produced several revivals on Broadway in 1928. 

Responsibility for all studio personnel changes, salary increases, etc., 
has been placed by 20th-Fox with Fred L. Metzler, studio manager and 
| treasurer. Move is understood to be towards promotion from the ranks 
| and establishment of senority for regular workers. Shift in authority, 
covering only regular studio employes without.touching any of the talent 
division, removes from department heads the power to hire and fire, and 
makes Metzler sole authority on such changes. 

Story which Columbia bought from Louis Bromfield last season after 
a verbal narration by the author to stuaio execs has almost been com- 
| pleted. It is titled ‘Storm Over Louisiana’ and has been set to appear in 
Cosmopolitan mag in about two months. 

Col paid $50,000 for the story, first time a yarn has ever been pur- 
chased for anything near that price before there was a word of it down 
on paper. 

There’s repeated talk that Dan Tobin, president of the Teamsters union, 
will succeed William J. Green as president of the American Federation 
of Labor and that his first step will be to rid the AFL of racketeers. 
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PARAMOUNT .::: SECOND WEEK! 












2ND WEEK 66 v i ‘ 
Me “NORTHWEST In Person TUGBOAT ANNIE 
* MOUNTED GLEN GRAY ~ ’ ) 
> 7 79 > i 199 
a. i OLK K’’ Case Leen Ore. SAILS AGAIN 
\ e sn oe RED A New Warner Bros. Hit Starring 
* < -_ - 7 
MADELEINE MARJORIE RAMBEAU 
ms CARROL] SKELTON J In Person 
* Midnite Screen Shows Priscilla Lane ° Jack Haley 
Reeeerewr ere Raeeae et t x Teddy Powell and Orchestra 
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“4 HRISTMAS IN JULY” 


Opening Saturday, Nev. 16 





° ( BWAY A 
“7 SINNERS” RKO PALACE :..... 
road Week Beginni TI fay, Now. 14 
RAT EPs RIVOLI by 49th St. hon’ _— ea pp btu Y 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M, MIDNITE SHOWS 


AMECHE GRABLE 
“DOWN ARGENTINE 
WAY” CARMEN 


MIRANDA 











Starts Thur., Nov. 14 
“KIT CARSON” 
with 
Jon Hall 


—AND— 


JANE WITHERS 
“YOUTH “in’ SERVED” 


Last Times Wed, ! 
“STRIKE UP 
THE BAND” 


In Person 


Morton Dowpey 
Johnny Messner mania . - 


— MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


In Person 
Harry RICHMAN | 
Sophie TUCKER | 
Joe E. LEWIS 








RADIO 
Rotel - remiieaaiaaeian ITY 
Edmonton’s 780-Seater - 
Edmonton, Alberta, Nov. 12. | 
is the 








New theatre in Edmonton 6“ 9 
Garneau, seating 780. Managed by) ESCA 
W. H. ‘Bill’ Wilson, Garneau is 
}owned and operated by Suburban | Spectacular Stage Productions 
| Theatres, Ltd. j : 
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HUMMERT CALLS WEBS ARBITRARY’; 
GOES THROUGH WITH SQUAWK TO FCC 





t 
‘Not Carrying Torch for ASCAP — But Property Wrong No. From ‘Pot’, 


Values in Familiar Music Programs Being De- 
stroyed’—Radio Producer Speaks Frankly 





* 


Elaborating his remarks of last 
week (Variety Nov. 6), Frank Hum- 
mert stated flatly to this publication 
yesterday (Tuesday) that his atti- 
tude as an independent producer of 


radio programs has in no way 
changed because of a meeting held 
in his New York offices last week 
between sundry lawyers, and a 
luncheon he had personally with 
Niles Trammell, president of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. 

‘You may quote me directly as 
saying that I am not carrying the 
torch for ASCAP in this matter, but 
on the other hand the network atti- 
tude is an arbitrary attitude. They 
have issued a rule to advertisers that 
they, the advertisers, cannot do such 
and such after a certain date and I, 
for one, do not propose to abide by 
that rule.’ 

Hummert, who stresses that he 
speaks in his own name alone as a 
radio producer and not as ‘an em- 
ployee of the Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency,’ does not propose to 
modify his original purpose of call- 
ing to the attention of the Federal 
Communications Commission what 
he regards as a prospective develop- 
ment ‘not in the public interest’ 
which he believes should be pre- 
vented, if necessary, Government ac- 
tion. 

As a producer of programs, fa- 
miliar music has been used by Hum- 
mert ‘since the beginning of radio’ 
and ‘this thing threatens to destroy 
property rights built up in these 
programs.’ He adds ‘I derive my 
income by selling my talents as a 
program producer and this interferes 
with it.’ 

Hummert continued: ‘We are told 
to turn elsewhere for our music. 
And where? To music which in 
some instances doesn’t even have the 
piano parts written in, to a Milan 
library in Fascist Italy—if that’s the 
way to hold the American people 
together musically, I dissent.’ 

Hummert further informed VARIETY 
that his lawyers would file the com- 
plaint with the FCC in the next sev- 
eral days, the exact date being un- 
certain. Hummert knew nothing of 
a letter already supposedly sent to 
the FCC and attributed to him via 
O’Connor and Farber. Story was 
published elsewhere. 


Phillip Morris Tests 

Phillip Morris ciggies, which spon- 
sors two ‘Johnny Presents’ musical | 
programs on separate networks, is 
about to conduct an experimental 
stretch during which Broadcast Mu- 
sic, Inc. songs will be used exclu- 
sively on the two shows. Beginning 
Dec. 1 the sponsor will use BMI 
melodies to the exclusion of all oth- 
ers for 30 days. The radio-ASCAP 
agreement now in force will expire 
at the same time as Morris’ experi- 
ment. 

Listener reaction to the change in 
music will.be gauged and will de- 
termine the future of the airings to 
the extent that if enough objection is 
raised to the absence of ASCAP stuff 
the shows will drop off the air at the 
expiration of their present terms. 
One ‘Johnny’ show rides NBC Red 
at 8 p.m. Tuesday and the other CBS 
at 9 p.m. Friday. 








Lanny Ross Uses BMI 

also test BMI 
(19), devoting 

evening’s commercial for 
Spaghetti to non-ASCAP 
Itll be for the one show 


will 
next Tuesday 


Lanny Ross 
music 
that 
Franco 
tunes. 
only. 

Ross has a problem in his theme 
tune, ‘Moonlight and Roses.’ Mel- 
ody of the number is in the public 
domain, but the lyrics are under 
ASCAP. He may go on each broad- 
cast after Jan. 1 with only the mel- 
ody, but may also use ‘Music in the 
Evening,’ his own composition, as a 
theme. 





Kobak at Film Luncheon 


Edgar Kobak, NBC v.p. in charge 
of the blue network, will be the 
guest speaker at a luncheon of the 
Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
tisers in the Edison hotel tomorrow 
(Thursday). 


His topic will be ‘You’re in the 
Shaw: Rircinecc Tho.’ 


| first-hand powwow, 


WNEW’s Papal Blessing 


Papal blessing of Pope Pius 
XII has been bestowed on 
WNEW, New York, and Tom 
Brooks, radio ed of the N. Y. 
Journal-American for their in- 
interest and effort in propagating 
the faith. 

Scroll,award and autcgraphed 
photo of the Pontiff came 
through the mail to both parties 
yesterday (Tuesday). 


ASCAP INVITES 
ADMEN T0 
LISTEN 


The American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers, is 
starting its counter-offensive against 
broadcasters this week with a series 
of luncheon confabs between adver- 
tising agency executives and ASCAP 
officials. John G, Paine, general 
manager for the Society, will be 
host with or without Gene Buck, 
prez of ASCAP, depending on cir- 
cumstances, 


Main idea is to inform the admen 
of ASCAP’s position in a _ direct, 
rather than 
through third-party channels, par- 
ticularly the networks. 

















informal talks between Paine and|/ 


other ASCAP officials and a couple 
of advertising agency men. who 
made it a point to come to the So- 
ciety’s headquarters in the RCA 
Bldg., New York, and find out why 
radio and ASCAP couldn’t get to- 
gether. 

Buck and Paine have been re- 
iterating that ‘the door is always 
open’ and still is. 





Berkowitz’s Freak Mishap 
Hartford, Nov. 12. 

Milt Berkowitz, news editor of 
WNEBC, last Tuesday (5) landed in 
New Britain General Hospital with 
blood poisoning in his leg. Result of 
accidentally banging limb against a 
typewriter stand. 

Condition okeh. 





The idea of | 
the luncheon huddles started from | 





Says Telephone Operator 





St. Louis, Nov. 12. 

Mrs. Addie Brand, a_ telephone 
operator, squawked plenty last week 
when Tums’ ‘Pot O’ Gold’ program 
awarded her only $100 instead of 
$1,000 because her phone was re- 
ported to be busy. She asserts it 
was not. The program sponsored 
by the Lewis-Howe Co., St. Louis, 
was Lroadcast from Hollywood. The 
first attempt to get Mrs. Brand re- 
sulted in the wrong number being 
called. The next resulted in the 
busy signal. 

J. H. Howe, prez of the bankroller 
company, said that when Horace 
'Heidt asked the wrong number ‘Is 
this Mrs. Addie Brand, at Parkview 
| 5138, St. Louis?’ he is convinced her 
friend began to call to congratulate 
her and this produced the busy sig- 
nal recorded in later attempts. The 
$100 award stands with $1,900 being 
available to the winner this week. 
This is the first St. Louis award on 
the ‘Pot O’ Gold’ program. 

Several previous complaints of 
unfairness have been chalked up 
against the program. 


J. J. Neale Leaves NBC; 
Harry Kopf Elevates 
Van Etten in Chicago 











Chicago, Nov. 12. 


J. J. Neale has been appointed ra- 
dio director for Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency here and takes over 
his new post next week. Neale has 
been sales traffic manager for the 
NBC-Red web here in the Central 
NBC Division and leaves NBC after 
11 years with that outfit. 


Neale will handle general business 
and contract supervision for B-S-H 
and will work in close connection 
with the sponsors and accounts, 


In the resignation of Neale from 
NBC, Harry Kopf, chief of the NBC 
district here, has made several ap- 
pointments down the line to fill in the 
vacancies. Kopf has named Floyd 
Van Etten, sales traffic manager for 
the NBC-Blue here, to take over as 
manager of traffic for all commer- 
cials out of this office, which include 
both Red and Blue, along with na- 
tional spot and local commercials. 
Assistants to Van Etten will be 
Eddie Stockmar and Ray Neihengen, 
j the latter coming over from Artists 
Service. 











Despite Assurances, ‘Chi Bias’ Seen; 
Strotz Acts Upset NBC Program Dept. 





Two immediate acts of Chicago- 
trained Sid Strotz upon assuming the 
| program department vice-presidency 
lat NBC last week have caused no 
|little dismay among the New York 
| staff. It foresaw in both acts a prej- 
udice of his in favor of Chicago. In 








issue is one of extreme delicacy in 
the program department. Phillips 
Carlin, himself an oldtimer, got the 
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FAREWELL TO BALMIES 


Frying an egg on the sidewalk and describing the 


; € silly spees 
tacle over the air used to be certain radio Stations’—neyer 
Variety’s—conception of radio showmanship. This sort of 


whacky stunt has too long been misinterpreted as evidence of 
station showmanship. Save in rare instances, where genuine 
whimsicality or aptness might be present, such stunts had little 
to recommend them even as attention-getters. As a generality 
radio's whacky stunts have been just that whacky stunts, ~’ 








Which comment is apropos the fact that there seems to have 
been a sharp and welcome lessening of the eccentric and the 
exuberant during 1940. This much has already emerged and 
may be revealed in advance as the annual Variety showman. 
ship survey continues through the month of November its ard. 
uous task of sifting a vast mountain of data, including reports 
from stations throughout the United States. 


Both the excitement and the solemnity of the war news and 
the influence of our own drift into the circle of struggle have 
contributed to make it even more obvious to radio stations that 
there is something rather pre-schoolish about arranging incon- 
sequential broadcasts from flagpoles, artesian wells and haunted 
houses. And so, thanks to war, the happy hooligans of broad- 
casting have sobered up. 


Thinking up crazy stunts kept some of the local program de- 
partments busy. On the whole, not much harm was or could 
be done and not much money was or could be spent. But the 
stunty attitude, collectively considered, had this great fault 
from the standpoint of anybody who thinks of radio as more 
than a blue sky advertising franchise to make money: it pitched 
the local showmanship tone low. Moreover, station manage- 
ment might be lulled by a splash of activity into supposing that 
the station had showmanship, whereas all it had was a cubby- 
hole full of buzzing people pretending to do important things 
like actors who play newspaper reporters in stage scenes. 


For its part, VARIETY always deplored the balmy stunts which 
were seriously offered as evidence of showmanship. They rep- 
resented a perversion of the word, a cheap and vulgar misap- 
plication of the whole concept of radio showmanship. Stations 
were discovering a small corner of ballyhoo and thinking of it 
as the whole realm of showmanship. Against this narrow, kid- 
dish idea the annual showmanship surveys of this publication 
have incessantly hammered for eight years, 


_And so farewell to the balmies, the basically trivial if occa- 
sionally amusing outpourings of youthful pep in the program 


N MAURICE BENT 
AS HUMMERT 
EXEC V-P. 


4 N. Y. Stations On 
1400 Kc. to Merge, 
Set for Full Time 


Four of New York's small stations, 
all now sharing the 1400 kc. wave- 
length, will merge within the next 
couple of weeks to operate full 
time. Outlets are WARD, WBBC, 











'within a week. 


WVFW, all in Brooklyn, and WLTH, 
in Manhattan. They now operate 
on 500 watts, but are applying to 
the FCC for a power boost to 5,000 
watis, the assigned amount for that 
wavelength. 

Combined station will use 
WARD studios for some time, with 
a few programs originating at 
WBBC. However, in line with the 
expanded policy, it’s planned to 
build new studios before long. Con- 
tracts for the merge are not signed, 
but details are all worked out and 
the signaturing should take place 
Financial aspects 
of the deal and the personnel of the 
new station are not revealed. How- 
ever, an outsider will be brought in 





|job of informing Miss Whittaker of 
|the decision which was without 


| resented by other oldtimers. 


| comment or explanation, something 


Latter | 
have long regarded the remote dance | 


[sae first instance Strotz eliminated a 


number of roadhouse remotes (wires) | Wi7¢ job as difficult and thankless. 
around New York and gave the facil- | !t has been a matter of comment in 
lities to the midwest sector. In the | the past that her job of protecting 
second case he summafily fired a |NBC earned Miss Whittaker the dis- 
woman remote wire expert who has like of an outside dance band book- 
been with the network in New York | !®8 Office that always gets its woman. 
14 years in order to make a place| NBC. program department rumors 
for one of his own people from Chi- | Were as thick as ingenues over the 
|cago, who comes east as a stranger | Past weekend. 


| in a highly specialized field. 

| On Tuesday last (5) Strotz fatly | PROMOTE RAY KELLY 
denied that Catherine ‘Tommy’ Whit- 

|taker, the 14-year veteran, was leav- | Zale Dillon May Be Lost in NBC 
ing NBC, although the information Shuffle 

| was all over Manhattan music circles —_—— 
jat the time. This denial evidently | NBC last week reorganized 
was part of Strotz’ policy of allaying | sound effects department. 
New York staff fears that he contem- | 


plates a sweep of New York person- 
nel in favor of Chicagoans with 
whom he prefers to work. That the | Kelly, who headed the former con- 
| denial was so quickly contradicted | tingent, became No. 1 man of the 
| by the facts has put Strotz on the | whole effects setup. 
| spot on the New York end. | Zale Dillon, who had charge of 
Miss Whittaker has refused to re-| the operating group, was apparently 
sign and insists she has been fired. | lost in the shuffle, but this could not 
NBC will probably pay her six) be officially confirmed as the sound 
| months’ departure salary. She re- | effects staff comes under the juris- 
fused to accept three months, The! diction of the program department. 








its 
In the 
merger of the developing or ex- 
perimental staff with the New York 
sound effects operating group Ray 


as general manager of the combined 
|outfit. Probably the WARD call- 
| letters will be retained. 

WARD is owned by U. S. Broad- 
casting Co., Aaron 
president. WBBEC .is .owned by 
| Brooklyn Broadcasting Corp., Peter 
| Testan, managing director. WLTH 
|is owned by WLTH-New York, Inc., 
| Samuel Gellard, president and com- 
|mercial manager. WVFW is owned 
| by Paramount Broadcasting Corp., 
| Salvatore D'Angelo, managing direc- 
ter. Merge of the four stations has 
been suggested for some time, the 
Brooklyn Eagle having tried to ef- 
fect such a deal several years ago. 


Kronenberg, 





Adams vs. Adams 


Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 

Hearings were held Friday (9) on 
the suit filed by the Adams Hat Co. 
against Adams Clothes of Philly, in 
U. S. District Court, asking that the 
clothing firm be forbidden to use the 
‘Adams’ tag. 
| Counsel for the hatter declared 
|his client had spent ‘thousands of 
| dollars’ in advertising the name 
|through radio broadcasts of prize 
| fights and that the clothing outfit 


| was cashing in on it. The Court re- 
‘served decision. 





the | 


Maurice Bent comes to New York 
next week out of the Chicago of- 
fice of Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
into the New York office where he 
will assume a previously non-exist- 
ent title of executive vice-president. 
This move marks a further segrega- 
tion of the business detail from the 
production activities under Frank 
and Anne Hummert. 

George Tormey is undisturbed as 
the B-S-H v.p. and general man- 
ager in charge of servicing the ac- 
counts on the advertising side. 








Out-of-Court Finale To 


Lee-Dannay vs. Rosemont 


Suit of Manfred B. Lee and 
|Frederic Dannay, radio writers, 
| against Walter L. Rosemont for $702 
|}and court approval for breaking 
|their contract with him, as well as 
Rosemont’s counter action for $20,000 
| was settled and discontinued Friday 





| (8) out of the N. Y. supreme court. 
| Plaintiffs claimed that when they 
\signed a managerial contract with 


Rosemont it was under the impres- 
ision that he was negotiating to se- 
|cure them jobs as CBS writers, and 
that they never secured the jobs. 

Defendant claims he secured 
plaintiffs the position of writers on 
‘The Adventures of Ellery Queen’ 
and was paid $702. It was alleged 
that at least $20,000 in commissions 
on a 10% basis was due. 


Ty Tyler Joins KSFO 


San Francisco, Nov. 12. 

Haan (‘Ty’) Tyler has been named 
new sales manager for KSFO by Lin- 
coln Dellar, station chieftain. Tyler 
was fer the past two years Southern 
California manager for Free & Peters 
and prior to that in the agency biz 
in Chi. 

Takes place vacated by Charles 
Morin when latter shifted over to 
CBS side recently. 

















i gg NR 








re a 


























Wednesday, November 13, 1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO 31 





FM FREE RIDE AN ISSUE 





—_—_—— + a no 


WEAF SIGNAL 
IS OKAY NOW 


Marked improvement in the signal 
of WEAF, New York key station of 
the NBC red, caused much comment 
around Greater New York last week. 
This followed the soup-straining of 
the 50,000-watter, long a headache 
for NBC, which was until last week 
in the ironic predicament of having 
its number one station on its number 
one network in its number one mar- 
ket as an unsatisfactory signal. 
WABC, WJZ, WOR, WHN and 
WNEW were generally rated easier 
to tune in in recent years than the 
red outlet. This was especially true 
on the west side of Manhattan Is- 
land and in the steel canyon sectors. 


magi en 


presidential election has 





be adopted if the advertiser is 
dollar’s worth. 


lesson that the presidential 


In some quarters it is believed that the big 


brought home is that the day when a sales ar- 
gument could be easily shrouded in overstate- 
ment may perhaps have gone by and that the 


a eeu 


the 


heavy 


business 


come not only 
to get his full 


campaign has 


— =e —— ye 


Election Stirs ‘Selling’ Discussion 


One of the provocative byproducts of the 
been 
thought that the outcome stimulated among 
many in the advertising agency field with re- 
gard to the question of ballyhoo technique. The 
advertising men are now beginning to wonder 
whether the results of the campaign, if prop- 
erly and impartially analyzed, won’t show that 
the advertising craft has been proceeding along 
methods and lines that have become obsolete 
and that new approach to public selling must 


new trend is toward clothing the claims with 
facts, if not understatement. These same quar- 
ters dre speculating as to the superior effect 
advertising may have if it unloaded itself of 
the old technique of sheer repetition or loudness, 
by either print or voice. 

Since the leading brains of the advertising 
were overwhelmingly engaged in 
helping put Wendell Willkie over, this prob- 
lem of trade analysis, it is pointed out, has be- 
their own baby but a timely one. | 
It is also suggested that the probing start 
while the electorate’s reaction to the 
paign ballyhoo is still fresh so that an intelli- 
gent and comprehensive set of answers can be | 
obtained to the various questions that such a_ 
study would suggest. 


cam- 





NBC last week made a ceremony 
of the new revised engineering, tak- 
ing the press to the Port Washing- 
ton, L. I., transmitter for a party. 
But the important parties were in 
the homes of regular listeners and 
the program critics of VarteTy were 
among ’em. 

The new WEAF is a great im- 
provement and corrects one of the 
weaknesses in NBC. 


1930 Program, ‘Painted 
Dreams,’ Belongs to WGN, 
Writer Irna Phillips Loses 


Chicago, Nov. 12. | port, Ia. 
+ F ee . |husking in the midwest is indicated 
Appellate court in Llinois last 

ik gnally handed Bascee: cand eo |by the fact that there are estimated 

cision on suit involving ‘Painted 10,000,000-15,000,000 cornhuskers in 

Dreams’ radio serial. Irna Phillips | the country, of whom about 10,000 

had sued WGN, claiming that she | compete in 1,000 contests, with about 
‘was the original writer of the show, | 3:000,000-4,000,000 attending. 


3,000 MILES TO WAX 
CORNHUSKING EVENTS 


Yankton, S. D., Nov. 12. 
WNAX, local CBS outlet this year 
|;covered the principal cornhusking 
| competitions in this area, traveling 
more than 3,000 miles to make 15- 
minute recordings of six events at- 
tended by 275,000 spectators. Rec- 
ords, giving the highlights of each 
event, were later broadcast. 

Among the tourneys were those in 
Miner county, South Dakota; Hart- 
ley, Ia.; the South Dakota, Nebraska, 
| Minnesota and Iowa state events, and 
ithe national competition at Daven- 

Intense interest in corn- 




















the creator and copyright owner and ee 

she sought a decision in her behalf 

because of the continued use of the WGY About the Same 
program by WGN without compen- 

sation to her. 

Court decided that WGN was the _ Schenectady, Nov. 12. 
rightful owner of the program and| Only minor changes have followed 
was under no obligation to Miss|the return to General Electric man- 
Phillips. Court ruled in favor of | agement at Station WwGy, eut off 
WGN following station’s claim that|from New York NBC supervision 
the outline of the program had been | because of U. S. Government dis- 
supplied by the studio manager, and | approval of any licensee passing the 
alleged that Miss Phillips had ob-| buck on operation responsibility. 
tained a copyright after a sponsor 
had been obtained. Court's decision 


stations here and in Denver 


was based upon assertion that the |G. E. 
plaintiff had been employed by WGN | and Oakland are under the com- 
at that time and that her work as|Pany’s publicity department, of 
such belonged to the station. which Robert Peare, not a broad- 
Irna Phillips was the writer of | caster, Is the head. This depart- 
‘Painted Dreams’ when she first went| ment also handles any f promotion 
on the air in Sept., 1930. This suit | that may be done for WGY. Alex 
had been kicking around the courts McDonald, who was charged with 
for years, but this decision is likely | that duty under the NBC order, is 
to bring an end to the dispute. now on the street as an _ order- 
Re MEISE Salat SS Se getter. 
| Robert Gregory is the G. E. con- 
AL TORONTO OFFERED tact with the New York end. 


9 2 WJR, Detroit's 733-foot tower was 
BATES TIME BUYERSHIP demolished in gale Monday. Sta- | 


tion temporarily took over WMBC 


for broadcasting. 


Al Toronto has been offered the 
assignment of time buyer for the | — 
new Ted Bates agency and the in- | 
dications are that he will accept it 
when he returns from his 
moon Nov. 25. Toronto has been in 
the radio department of the William 
Esty agency for the past five years 

Toronto married Ninette Joseph, 
who is secretary for Ned Midgley | 
at BBD. & O.. last Friday (8). 





: } { nine rTY may a 
Soldiers train = ps may be 


ALTERNATE WRITERS |come a popular originating point for 
commercial programs. Sensation 
John Housman, Willis Cooper for cigarets (Lorillard) is figuring on 
Campbell—Diana Bourborn Directs | using the ‘Soldiers Quiz’ idea in 
levery market that includes a train- 
John Housman and Willis Cooper |ing camp, George Washington = 
will alternate as adaptors of the | is reported considering a “re ’ = 
Scripts used on the Campbell Play- | for his Hit Parade (C BS), . 7 = 
house which opens on CBS Nov. 22. jtain agencies are thinking of sug- 








Diana Bourbon will do the directing. | gesting to their a that Pad 
All programs will be out of New| make the trainees ee = 
York, and based on stories new to|when or wherever practical, e | 


Tadio. |source of some of their 

Initial installment will have Wal- broadcasts. 
ter Huston and Donald Cook, Jr., in| Sensation — st: 
Life Is So Little,’ from a story by ,camp trend three 


started the training 
weeks ago when 


Wilbur Daniel Steele. The following | it bought the sponsorship rights to 
broadcast will co-star Miriam Hop- | the ‘Soldiers 
kins and Humphrey Bogart in Vina| wards on C 
Delmar’s ‘Air Mail to Red eS ee 
wants 


Quiz’ from Camp Ed- 
ape Cod via the Colo- 
The cig brand now 
the stunt to ail 


Hood,’ to extend 





Kolin Hager, with WGY since it first | 
started in 1922, goes on as manager. 


programs | 











CHEAPER SHOW IS 
CROWN COLA’S OBJECT 


B.B.D. & O. is scouting around for 
|a show to replace Robert Ripley’s 
| ‘Believe It or Not’ program on CBS 
| Friday nights. Ripley is set to bow 
|out of the spot at the end of this 
month, after a run of but 13 weeks 
| this season. 








| Move is credited strictly to Crown 
| Cola’s wish to cut down the cost of 
| its network show so that it ¢an dis- 
|tribute more of its advertising 
|largess among local bottlers. Rip- 
|ley’s program runs around $8,000 a 
| week, 





Ray Perkins (A Major) Is 


Ray Perkins, as the 


U. S. army 
publicity and promotion of recruiting 
for the regular army in the Second 
Cofps area. He’s stationed at Corps 
Area recruiting office in downtown 
New York. Activities include re- 
cruiting, procurement of flying ca- 
| dets and induction of selective serv- 
ice trainees. He expects to be re- 
tained in the service through 1941 
at least. He has held a reserve com- 
mission since the first World War. 
While stationed in New York, 
Perkins is continuing his three-a- 
week series of piano and comedy 
programs at 8:30 a.m. over WJZ and 
an eastern hookup of NBC blue. Also 
does occasional spot transcriptions. 


a major in 


reserve, is assisting in 


camps in areas where 
bution, 

In connection with Camp Edwards 
tieup the account has already acted 
to anticipate any objection from 
i Army authorities by inserting in the 
continuity a statement to the effect 
that the fact that the program orig- 
inates from an army camp is not to 
ibe construed as an endorsement of 
'the product advertised by the camp 
or Army authorities. 

Vox Pop’s Example 

Significant perhaps of the policy 
the War Department will pursue in 
the flock of commercial programs 
expected to originate at training 
bases for National Guardsmen and 
Selective Service Act inductees, was 
the emnhasis noted on ‘Vox Pop,’ in 
\a shot from Wright Field, Dayton, 


Doubling in Army Work 


Coca Cola | Re-Enters Network 
Radio in Big Way, Also Keeps 
Singing Sam Discs on 198 


| Coco Cola moves into the fratern- 


ity of major radio advertisers for 
1941 with two networks and the con- 
tinuance of its Singin’ Sam _ tran- 
scription series over 198 stations. Of 
ithe network shows the one already 
set is the Andre Kostelanetz-Albert 
Spalding combination. It will be 
{around 80 stations on CBS Sunday 
4:30-5 p.m., starting Dec. 1. If the 
time becomes available the period 
will be extended later to 45 minutes. 
Other network show on the way is 
|the Frankie Masters band in an idea 
addressed principally to collegiates. 
This one will be coast-to-coast on 
the NBC-red and the starting date 
will be around the first of January 
|providing there’s a settlement be- 
|\tweeh the network and the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, on a new licensing 
contract by that date. 
| Coca Cola’s plans also call for con- 
}tinuing full force its spot campaign 
| with the Singin’ Sam discs after the 
first of the year. On the Columbia 
program Spalding will double from 
his violin to m.c. There will also be 
a chorus and a guest singer. 
| EF. W. Coste, of the D'Arcy agency, 
is handling the campaigns. 


SQUIBB PONDERS 


Jan Peerce, David Ross, Victor Bay 
Program a Daily Quarter 
Squibb is interested in a five-a- 
15-minute musical show, 
‘Golden Treasury of Song,’ with Jan 
Peerce, David Ross and Victor Bay’ 

orchestra 

Series was originally plotted by 
Bill Lewis of CBS as a prestige 
afternoon sustainer. 


| 
Week 


ss" Radio Commercials Rushing Into 
United States Army Cantonments 


broadcast does not « 
te an endorsement by the War 
Department of our pro ‘ 

nade such a declaration at 
tset of the half-hour. Prior 
signoff, Quizmaster Parks 
Johnson repeated it, adding the 
word ‘official’ before ‘endorsement.’ 
He called listeners attention to the 
fact the announcement had been de- 
livered at program’s beginning. 

‘Vox Pop’ had originaied at per- 
haps a half dozen Army and Navy 
camps or sites in recent months; of- 
ficers as well as enlisted men, cadets, 
etc., had voiced voluntary ad lib 
plugs for Kentucky Ciub Tobacco 
(either a tin of the weed or a pack- 
age of Mint Julep cigarets was, 
per usual, handed to each of them). 
However, no statement like that 
heard last week had been included. 


nouncel 
the o1 
to the 


6S TAKES STAND: 
NBC, MBS WAITING 


Frown Upon Idea of Enter- 
tainment From Present 
Amplitude Modulation 
Networks as Gift to Pro- 
moters of Frequency Mod- 
ulation — Introduces New 
Policy Definition Needs 








FM STARTS 


Unlike Columbia, NBC does aot 
propose to immediately shut down 
}on its program service to Frequency 
| Modulation stations. In answer to 
|inquiries from affiliates NBC has let 
jit be known that it hasn't as yet de- 
cided what its future position will be 
/on this feeding angle. The inquirers, 
however, were informed that the 
information was not to be construed 
as NBC’s intention to go on giving 
such service. CBS has already no- 
|tified its affiliates with FM equip- 
|ment that the servicing ban is to be- 
'come effective next month. 
Mutual’s attitude on the subject is 
| that it will continue to feed its serv- 
ice to member stations with FM fa- 
cilities but with all this subject to 
change in any 30-day period. 

Generally speaking the attitude of 
present amplitude modulation net- 
v orks is that promoters of Frequency 
Modulation can hardly exnect to 
have their programs provided free 
by existing organizations represent- 
ing investments of millions of dol- 
lars and 20 years of operation. 

FM is now officially begun in 
the U. S. A. and has enjoyed some 
special consideration to date from 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. A ruling requires that one 
of the six daily hours of mandatory 
operation shall consist of local live, 
i. e. presumably professional, talent. 


‘Biggest, The First’ Are 
Themes of Two Series 
For St. Josenh’s Asoirin 


St. Louis, Nov. 12, 
Plough, Inc., is splitting its tran- 
cribed spot campaign for St. Joseph 


ispirin between two _ series One 
dramatized group deals with the 
‘world’s largest’ objects and the 
other with ‘famous firsts.’ Schedule 


takes in 32 stations. 
Lake-Spiro-Shurman, agency on 
the account, prepared the data. 


37 STATIONS FOR 
KOA, DENVER, SHOW 


Denver, Nov. 12. 


Chamberlain Lotion has extenced 

the hookup which has been carrying 

Sunday night show from KOA. 

New setup comprises 37 outlets from 

) t} Cr t 

titled ‘Serenade of Love- 

Ay C . 

me and offers as weekly first prize 

the ress worn by an actress in some 
major film production. 


IT’S TERRY ROB'NSON 


Heroine of Carol Irwin Has a Com- 
posite Name 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 


Leading feminine character in 
‘Second Wife.’ new five-weekly serial 
that debuted yesterday (Monday) 
over KNX for Postum is named 
Terry Robinson. Named for Theresa 
Lewis and Hubbel! Robinson, Jr., 
friends of Carol Irwin, supervisor of 
the program for Young & Rubicam. 
Robinson is also with the agency and 
Miss Lewis recently left to script the 
Helen Haves series. 

‘Wife’ is scripted by John M. 
Young. If it clicks locally it will be 


extended to the network. 
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EXTRA $12 PER 
MAN ON OPERA | 
BROADCASTS 


Dispute over extra compensation 
which the musicians in the Metro- 
politan Opera House pit raised after 
the broadcast rights to the Saturday 
matinee performance had been sold 
by NBC to Texaco was settled last 
week. The instrumentalists will col- | 
lect each $12 above their regular sal- 
aries. Amount is the same that pre- 
vailed when the operas were pre- 
viously sponsored. Texaco series will 
clear over the blue link, starting 
Dec. 28. 

The broadcasts were sold on a 
package basis, $250,000 covering | 
time, rights, etc., and the Met took 
the stand that if it paid the 90 to 100 
men in the pit an extra $12 each 
there wouldn’t be much left from | 
what NBC paid it. The network | 
made an adjustment of the Met’s | 
share so that the musicians’ demands 
could be met. 


Kate Smith Show May Get 
‘Gone with Wind’ Excerpt 
Plus Gable and Viv Leigh 


Dramatic excerpt from ‘Gone with 
the Wind,’ with Clark Gable and 
Vivien Leigh repeating their screen 
roles over the air, is a possibility 
for the Kate Smith program in the 
next few weeks. Piece is one of 
three Ted Collins is negotiating for 
to be done on the Nov. 29 show. | 
Probably all three of the sketches | 
under consideration will be done on | 
the series, the main question being 
the date of presentation. Other two, 
also adaptations from films, are 
‘Flight Command,’ with Robert Tay- 
lor and Walter Pidgeon, and ‘Second | 
Chorus,’ with. Fred Astaire and Jack 
Oakie. They would probably be 
aired on successive weeks, beginning | 
Nov. 29. 

Kate Smith program, originating | 
this Friday (15) from Tucson in con- | 




















junction with the preem of ‘Ariz- | 
ona,’ has Jean Arthur from the pic- 
ture cast. Next week, Nov. 22, will 
be an excerpt from ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ 
originating from Hollywood with | 
Alice Faye, Jack Oakie, Betty Gra- | 
ble and John Payne. According to 
Collins, he’s doing only the one pro- | 
gram from the Coast because he | 
wants to get back to New York to 
do his Christmas. shopping. That’s 
what he said. 





AFRA IN. MIAMI 


Negotiates With Stations—Elects Of- 
ficers, Appoints Biz Agent 








Miami, Nov. 12. 

New prez of local chapter of 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists elected this week is Sam Parker, | 
WIOD announcer. He succeeds Ear! | 
Barr Hanson. Others chosen were | 
Ray Vallen, v.p., Noah Tyler, secre- 
tary, and Carmen Judson, treasurer. 
Seats on the executive board went 
to Bill Pennell, Leslie Harris, Lydia 


Hubbell, Charles Green, and Don | 
Butler. 

Members approved a by-law | 
amendment calling for new office ad 
business agent, and approved Park- | 
e:’s appointment of Bill Pennell to | 
post. | 

Bargaining sessions between AFRA | 


and all three local stations are now 
in progress. 





KGLO, Mason City, to 1 Kw. 


Washington, Nov. 12. | 
Final okay for a change in fre- 





Mason City Globe Gazette Co., 
Mason City, Ia., was given last week 
by the 


Federal Communications 


Commission, Transmitter may switch 
from 100 watts nights, 250 
days, to 1 kw all times. 


watts 


At the same time Commish turned | 


down the application of Charles 
Walter Greenley, Decorah, Ia., for a 


|} and outhouses. 


| is livelier. 


| Ford Sunday nights concerts (CBS) | 





in a business nobody can stop. 





Grabbing a Comet by the Tail 


After 10 years in radio the director of sales promotion of the Columbia 


Broadcasting System considers his job, his environment, 
His conclusion: ‘Radio is the sharpest demon- 


stration of democracy the world has seen.’ 


the luck of being 








By Victor M. Ratner 


I ride one of the great currents of our time. 

Not everyone is so lucky. There are people who 
still make high-laced shoes, who stil! build carriages 
I’m not one of them. 

I’m in Radio, have been deep in it for over 10 years, 
have seen it grow with astonishing speed from gadget 
into something no superlative quite fits. 

When I first came to radio, as an advertising copy- 
writer, it had just stopped being little Junior’s adven- 
ture in practical science. The whole family was taking 
it over. Ted Husing and the New York Philharmonic 


| were already on the air. 


I found myself riding an enormously alive social 
force, galloping hell-bent for international significance. 
The big problem was to keep from getting unhorsed. 
Radio was bigger than anyone in it. We knew that. 
At best, all we could hope to do was to house-break 


| radio without slowing its speed or spirit. 


We needn’t have been afraid. Here we are, the 
people in radio, after a ride like nothing else in his- 
tory. Today, over 28,000,000 families in this country 
own about 50,000,000 radio sets. Did you read those 
figures casually? Don’t. They tell you a good deal 
more about democracy than you might imagine. After 
beds and tables and chairs, a radio is the most familiar 
household item in America. There’s nothing else so 
many families own in common. Or use more. 


I know that figures are tiresome. But think for a 
moment what the following figures must mean. Today, 
more than eight out of 10 U. S. radio families listen 
sometime every day. They listen an average of over 
five hours a day. That makes a total of something 
like 100,000,000 family-hours of radio listening in this 
country every day. (If anything, the figures are con- 
servative!) 


The Implications Are Harder 


Its enormous distribution and enormous use are the 
simplest facts about radio. It now cuts across every 
income and geographic line. It makes the use of tele- 
phones and movies in this country seem like scattered 
phenomena, Radio has become the most typical thing 
in America; our ‘first’ activity—all in the time it took 
your kid brother to grow up to high school. 


But if the facts are simple, their implication is not. 
Sociologists, in years to come, are going to spend a lot 


| of time figuring out the impact of radio on us, on our 


family life, on our culture. They’ll embalm their find- 
ings in the fat books which are their custom. My job 
I have to interpret the meaning of radio 
now. 

I’m still an advertising copywriter. I don’t write 
anything that goes on the air. I write about radio. I 


| try to explain it to the men who buy time and sponsor 


programs; try to convince them that the quickest and 
best way to reach most people is not in magazines, not 
in newspapers, but on the air. 

It’s not a hard job. Radio itself does most of the 
work, (I realize, at least once a week, that nothing 
I've written about radio in 10 years is half as ex- 
citing, as alive, as convincing as radio itself.) And 
why should it be? My subject really has been the 
American people—this energetic, cocky people with 
half a continent to stretch in; who assume, like no 
other people on earth, that anything anyone else owns 
is something they can have, too. They expect to know 
what’s going on. They aren’t awed either by sym- 
phonies or great classics of literature (both are on the 
air, and very successfully, as I write). They took to 
radio like a duck to water because new horizons, all 


| things considered, have always been the great Ameri- 
| can stimulant. 


And radio, simply stated, brings the biggest horizons 
right into the living room. 

If this be flag-waving, make the most of it. I think 
our radio is the sharpest demonstration of democracy 
the world has seen. If everything else were as pleas- 


ant, as healthy and generous in its growth, you 
wouldn't recognize the place! 

It surprises me a little to find myself so ardent about 
radio, Perhaps it's because it buys my bread and 
butter. Or perhaps it’s because I’ve had a chance t& 
see it whole, to see what it has come to mean beyond 
my immediate circle. The complaints generally made 
about radio can almost all be traced to one thing. It 
is a mass medium. Intellectually-minded people are 
apt to get impatient with any mass medium. Yet radio 
gives the intellectual far more attention in its sched- 
ules—in serious programs—than intellectuals warrant 
numerically in the population. 

This has had a double-action effect. When radio 
carries serious music and serious talk to the intel- 
lectual, it also exposes these things to masses of people 
as no other medium can hope to. When serious stuff 
comes out of the same little box as broadest comedy 
and hot licks on a saxophone, people in the habit of 
listening to one often go on listening to the other— 
and make interesting discoveries. 

This has a double-action effect because radio has 
drawn any number of ‘intellectuals’ into listening to 


Fred Allen and Jack Benny, even as the audience for | 


the New York Philharmonic and the ‘Invitation to 
Learning’ broadcasts* no longer consists only of people 
who normally buy concert tickets and ‘good’ books. 

All of which is grist for the mill of the particular 
story I have been helping to tell for 10 years—the 
story of radio as an advertising medium. 


Radio—the Advertising Medium 


That story begins, as I have begun this article, with 
the size of radio’s audience. The simple fact is that 
today ‘everybody listens’—everybody but the very, 
very poor. This in itself makes radio an extraordi- 
narily powerful advertising medium. But the story 
only begins there. Radio’s huge audiences are not the 
cause of radio’s effectiveness. They are the result of 
it. They grew inevitably out of the special psycho- 
logical advantages radio has as a means of communi- 
cation, I think the first of these is so obvious people 
tend to overlook its weight. People listen to radio. 
They read other media. 

And listening is easier than reading. 

Listening is something we do naturally from birth. 
Reading is an artificial business. And all our lives we 
do far more listening than reading. Why then be sur- 
prised to find that people are more ear-minded than 
eye-minded? Psychologists have tested the issue from 
every angle. With monotonous repetition, they dis- 
cover that people remember what they hear longer 
and better than what they read. 

And then, radio is so alive. You listen to the warm, 
subtle inflections of a real voice. 
mediately and directly alive in a way no ‘still-life’ 
medium can duplicate. 

Nor should this be forgotten. People listen together. 
Radio is the only medium which reaches a roomful of 
people simultaneously. That does something. People 
together are far more responsive, far more ‘open’ to 
almost any message, they react much quicker to it 
than people alone, 


Rebtttal and Rebuttal 


Naive people sometimes say ‘But people don’t listen 
to advertising on the air.’ 

Tell them they’re talking through their hat. 

There’s no other way to account for the rise of radio 
in this country except in the audience’s response to 
radio advertising. That's been the whole source of 
radio’s revenue, 

Perhaps some pecple might have liked a different 
system. But this ore has given us the best radio in 


the world—by such a wide margin there isn’t a good | 


‘second’ in any other country anywhere. 
* ad * 


It’s been a pretty full 10 years. 

* ‘Invitation to Learning’ every Sunday afternoon 
on CBS, in which the great classics of literature are 
being discussed. 








McCann-Erickson Take 
Over the Ford Concerts 
With Dec. 8 Program 


McCann-Erickson agency will as- 
sume charge of the production of the 














COLGATE SHOWS’ Stsley Quin and Bride 
OWN PUBLICIST 


Harry Keller, formerly with the 


| Going to Australia 
For J. Walter Thompson 


Stanley Quinn, who has been doing 
radio scripting in J. Walter Thomp- 
son’s New York office, is being trans- 





NEW NBC SERIES 
OF EDUCATLL 
MEETINGS — 


NBC plans a new series of educa. 
tional forum meetings during the 
winter in various sections of the 
country with public service program 
directors of its affiliated stations and 
local educational leaders. Staffers 
from New York will attend the 
meetings. 


First of the meetings wil] prob- 
ably take place Nov. 29 in New Or. 
leans, with a second Dec. 3 in Chi- 
cago. Subsequent confabs are slated 
for Hollywood, Portland, Ore.; Bos- 
ton, and Atlanta. Among the NBC 
execs planning to attend are Walter 
G. Preston, Jr., Dr. James Rowland 
Angell, Franklin Dunham, Judith 
Waller, Margaret Cuthbert, Lewis 
Titterton and Wilfred Roberts, 


Chicago meeting will be the day 
before the opening of fourth annual 








Its message it im- |} 


| with the Dec. 8 broadcast. 


quency and power boost for KGLO, | 


from 1210 to 1270 ke and jump power | 


Two of men on N. W. Ayer’s staff 
who have been handling the show | 
will likely move over to McCann- 
Erickson when the switch takes 
place. 


1938 CANDIDATE SUES 
RIVAL, KOL, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Nov. 12. 


A suit for $50,000 damages charg- 
ing slander has been filed by Henry 











Clay Agnew, 1938 Republican candi- 


| work 
renewal license for KGCA, and the date for prosecuting attorney. Names | East’s ‘Ask-It-Basket,’ 


| William Morris theatrical agency, 
has joined Colgate-Palmolive-Peet to 
do publicity under Hugh McKay. 
Keller will have a new title never 


; existing before, Director of Public 


Relations. 

Colgate has been staging a drastic 
revamp of its radio programs and 
is withdrawing from Benton & Bow- 
les to join and make possible the 
new Ted Bates agency. The com- 
petitive situation with Procter & 
Gamble has played a part fh all the 
recent moves. 

Currently Colgate has nine net- 
radio shows, including Ed 
Wayne King’s 


request of KWLC, Luther College, | Democratic rival B. Gray Warner,| ‘Cashmere Bouquet of Music,’ Bill 


Decorah, for new papers. 
understood, however ,that no preju- | 
dice should apply to the considera- | 
tion of KWLC’s request for a con- | 
struction permit. 


It was Present prosecutor, and Station KOL. ! stern’s 


Agnew claims he has been injured | 
in his profession by statements 


‘Sportsreel of the Air,’ 
‘Strange As It Seems,’ Bess Johnson’s 


‘Hilltop House,’ ‘Myrt and Marge,’ 


which, he _ Said, were made by/}‘Woman of Courage,’ ‘Ellen Ran- 
Warner during campaign over KOL.| dolph’ and ‘Stepmother.’ 


a a oe mee — — 





|ferred to the agency’s Australian 
| branch as radio director. He replaces 
| Phil Mygatt, who is coming back to 
New York 


Quinn is getting married Nov. 30 
and he will leave with his bride sev- 
eral days later, 





Victoria Same All Hours 


Victoria, Texas, Nov. 12. 

Radio station KVIC, owned and 
operated by the Radio Enterprises, 
Inc.. and managed by Charles C. 
Shea, has been given a Federal Com- 
munications Commission nod to op- 
erate day and night with a power of 
250 watts. Station heretofore oper- 
ated with 250 watts day and 100 
night. Remains on present dial set- 
ting of 1310 ke. 


Station first went on the air in 





May of this year. 


Broadcasting Council conference 
there Dec. 4-6. Representatives of 
| 30 stations in six south-central states 
and Florida have been invited to the 
New Orleans session, while spokes- 
men from 62 stations in the north- 
central area are being asked to the 
Chicago gathering. 


Dialers Add to Woes 
Of FCC; Now Seeking 
Favors from Gov't 


Washington, Nov. 12. 

Not content with registering 
squawks on every conceivable sub- 
ject handied by radio with the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
knob-twiddlers now are forming in 
line to ask personal favors of the 
Government agency. 
| Sample of what the weary public 
iservants must contend with was 
|given in a Commish release last 
| week which reported having re- 
| ceived an original radio script writ- 
|ten by a Philadelphian and a device 
invented by an Ohioan to revolu- 
| tionize radio, with requests for an 
\Official opinion. In addition, an 
|Illinois woman sent in a new pa- 
|triotic song, with the suggestion that 
lit should open and close all radio 
|programs daily. 

Explaining that jt is unable to 
pass judgment upon inventions, radio 
scripts or tunes by amateurs, Com- 
mish turned down the various pleas, 
Also had to point out once again that 
it had no censorship powers that 
would enable it to delete programs 
of Rev. Charles E. Coughlin. 


Complaint department of the Com- 
mission sifted mumerous_ other 
| squawks, ranging from one filed by a 
| ‘Connecticut man who is wrathy be- 
| cause his receiver is not functioning 
properly’ to a Louisiana bleat which 
linsisted Sunday radio programs 
should be confined to religious fea- 
tures. 

















|CHEER THE TOLL GOODBYE 


WHAS, Louisville, Plays Part In 
Glad Day Ceremonies 
Louisville, Nov. 12. 

Good Neighbor Day, promoted by 
the Courier-Journal (WHAS) to 
| celebrate reduction of toll on Mu- 
|nicipal Bridge to Indiana last week, 
was gala affair, and climaxed with 
a giant radio show at the Jefferson 
County Armory. Visitors from In- 
diana were admitted free until eight 
o’clock, after which time Louisville 
fans were allowed to find seats in 
the building. Crowd estimated at 
7,000 was on hand to gander the 
radio artists, with F. Chase Taylor 
(Col. Stoopnagle) heading the list 
of talent. While here, Stoopnagle 
and Samm S. Baker, radio director 
of H. O. Kiesewetter Agency, were 
guests of Gov. Keen Johnson, 

Entire roster of WHAS talent was 
represented on the program, includ- 
ing Robert Hutsell’s orchestra, Re- 
flections Chorus, Stamp’s Melody 
Boys, Cousin Emmy, Steak and 
Gravy, dancers, Sunrisers, Herbie 
Koch and Leland Brock, piano and 
organ duo heard over CBS, and a 
number of other station acts. Af- 
fair brought several thousand visit- 
ors from Indiana and Kentucky 
towns, and downtown stores’ biz re- 
ceived a hypo from the influx of 
out-of-town folks. 
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By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buencs Aires, Oct. 30. 

Alleged failure of the U. S. radio industry to make satis- 
factory progress in the international short-wave battle for 
South American ears and minds may soon result in impor- 
tant moves by the Department of State in Washington, 
Variety learned this week. While ihe U. S. Government has 
been careful in the past about telling the industry what it 
should and should not broadcast either at home or abroad, 
the growing need of winning support and good-will in South 
America is now considered so important that those in a posi- 
tion to know say official action is pretty certain. 

With the Nazis and Fascists filling the ether over this conti- 
nent with programs designed to woo friendly feelings and 
stimulate political sentiments, U. S. officials apparently feel 
it’s about time the U. S. industry did a little more real work 
on its short-waving and directed its energies in the right 
direction. Of course, this is where Nelson Rockefeller’s 
Committee to Co-ordinate Cultural and Commercial Relations 
with Latin America is supposed to come in. But it’s slow to 
get started and time is vital, 

In any case, it is emphasized here, pure showmanship de- 
mands programs that get across to the listener. Kind of 
things that’s been coming in doesn’t even pay for the efforts 
expended, officials observers here say. U. S. stations have 
been guilty of wasting their efforts, regardless of the cash 
expended. 

Many of the programs now beamed here by the 11 U. S. 
stations broadcasting to Latin America are practically mean- 
ingiess to South American listeners. 

Charlie McCarthy, Abbott and Costello, Fred Allen, etc., 
may have high popularities in the States, but the humor 
doesn’t get across to the average South American. Even with 
a working knowledge of English, the slang and fast quipping 
makes them valueless save for the music. Observers who 
have been researching the question call such programs ‘mis- 
directed energy.’ 

Idea of the U. S. Government going into the propaganda 
business is still a long way off in the opinion of diplomatic 
sources here, but what should be done privately—and will 
probably be done officially if the industry itself doesn’t take 
the initiative—is something like this: 


COUNTRIES FURTHEST AWAY MOST NEED 
AND LEAST GET YANKEE VIEWPOINT 


1. For the sake of radio, South America should be divided 
into three listening groups. No. 1 is the group of countries 
headed by Argentina. This includes Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Chile, and Bolivia. With a few minor exceptions, they speak 
the same kind of Spanish, live in the same kind of climate, 
and have the same tastes and temperament. Argentina has 
almost half the total number of radios in Spanish America, 
and, with the other countries in the group, represents about 
65%. Argentina is also the territory which Hitler and his 
boys most want to control. Brazil needs programs in Por- 
tuguese. The Central American and Caribbean countries 
require a still different type of program. Observers who 
know all of the continent point out that the tropical and 
semi-tropical Central American countries are closest to the 
States, nearer the sphere of influence, get more attention. 
But from the governmental and good-will angle, it’s the coun- 
tries farthest away that need the most ear-bending. 

Programs must be directed at each group. Berlin, in beam- 
ing on South America, often directs programs to specific sec- 
tions and even has Argentine announcers when broadcasting 
to Argentina. Radio has been making the sarne mistake as 
Hollywood in assuming that all Latin American countries are 
virtually the same. Observers point out that since broad- 
casts for the Southern group must pass over the Caribbean, 
it would be better to have certain stations concentrate on 
each group, rather than continue mixing. Few people in 
Argentina or Chile will listen long to Caribbean Spanish. 
In fact, they don’t even do the conga or rhumba here as much 
as they do in the States. Conga is Caribbean. 


UNITED STATES PROGRAMS NOT TIMED OR 
PRIMED PROPERLY FOR LATIN INTEREST 


2. Co-ordination of effort and of time is necessary. Com- 
pilation of U. S. broadcasts directed here on a typical day 
showed that with all 11 U. S. stations on the air, only 13% 
hours of the 41% hours were in Spanish. Eight of these con- 
sisted of an identical four-hour double from WNBI-WRCA, 
NBC international transmitters. This reduced the total of 


United States Shortwav 
Missing Mark In Opinion Of Buenos Aires 
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different programs in Spanish to 9%. German and Italian 
short-wavers keep going with Spanish all day long. A num- 
ber of U. S. stations apparently make no check-up of time 
differences. The Good Neighbor News Bulletin from WLWO, 
Cincinnati, for instance, gives a 15-minute late news broad- 
cast in Spanish plus a commercial which includes a free 
sample offer. It is skedded for 10:15 to 10:30 E.S.T., which is 
12:15 to 12:35 a.m. in Buenos Aires. By this time, the local 
listener has had dozens of bulletins. While a late town on 
theatres, cabarets and restaurants, this is not a late radio 
listening spot as proven by local tests. In the interior 
listeners turn in far earlier. Another instance of well-inten- 


DX Rivalry Undesirable? 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 








The report published herewith from Variety’s repre- 
sentative in Buenos Aires, Argentine, may serve to out- 
line the dimensions of the shortwave problem as it af- 
fects United States hemisphere policy. Its publication 
coincides with the departure of CBS’ president, William 
S. Paley, for a South Amearican tour and with the with- 
drawal next week of Don Francisco from the presidency 
of the Lord & Thomas advertising agency to act as radio 
head of Nelson Rockefeller’s Pan-American cultural re- 
lations branch of the U. S. State Department. 

The thought has been growing in the U. S. A. ever since 
the failure of one ‘pressure group’ to put a Government- 
owned station into the picture some two years ago that 
the competitive element may eventually have to be re- 
moved from shortwave wherein nobody really expects or 
hopes or wants to make money and wherein organiza- 
tional prestige cannot be permitted to intrude since na- 
tional interest is directly involved. 

It is safe to say that only now—this late in the history 
of totalitarian propaganda—is the importance of closer 
harmony with the Latin republics getting its due atten- 
tion. Until now much of the programming has undoubt- 
edly been as VarleTy’s Argentine report suggests, off- 
target. The increase of the NBC and CBS DX transmit- 
ters to 50,000 watts (NBC next month, “BS somewhat 
later) is an important step. WLWO (Crossley) is now 
thought to lay down the best signal out of America but 
the opinion grows that re-broadcastins on native Latin 
stations is more desirable than anything else. 

Deals between American networks and South Amer- 
ican stations are expected in the near future, this being 
among the objectives of Paley’s present trip. But the 
whole situation is rather belatedly—on everybody’s part— 
getting realistic attention. Don Francisco is expected to 
make a trip shortly and the Rockefeller group will pre- 
cede any activities by extensive research projects. This 
has not made too bright an impression, Previous Yankee 
efforts to survey the likes and dislikes of foreign coun- 
tries have been far from successful. Moreover the leis- 
urely tempo of research and the time needed for study 
of the data is seen as in conflict with a need for zip. 

The question of merging or combining all shortwave ac- 
tivities into a central office under private management 
for non-profit specialization is probably a long way off 
as the needs are, to date, obviously miles ahead of the 
thinking or responsiveness, 











tioned but practically valueless programs on the same station 
was the offer of samples by one firm whose agents here were 
not even informed of the program. 

Among others, heads of three U. S. advertising agencies 
based here say they do not regard present short-wavers from 
the States as much help to local sales. One U. S. company 
Was approached by a U. S. chain with the idea of sponsoring 
a commercial series of short-wavers. Advertising manager 
of firm visited entire continent; concluded it would not only 
be difficult to arrange a comprehensive program for all Latin 
America but damned inefficient. 

3. Germany is the strongest of the foreign broadcasters 
beaming here, with one or two British as strong and even 
surpassing the Nazis in microvolts at times. Due to a num- 
ber of factors (some experts insist it is the high gain antennae 
used by Europeans) Europe usually comes in far better than 
the States. Long-time tests by engineers show WLWO, 
KGRI and WGEO usually have the best reception in Southern 
South America. WrIT is fairly good, but subject to side 
interference. WGEA is similar to WGEO. WRCA and WNBI 
are next, WCAB and WSBK are relatively weak and difficult 
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to get, and WFUL and WBUW are- unsatisfactory locally, 
probably because of their irregularity. 

Increase in signal strength, even if it means consolidation 
of stations, is being suggested. A few strong stations with 
more suitable programs, it is argued, would reach a much 
wider audience. Expected that the Department of State will 
also soon urge U. S. stations to permit South American sta- 
tions to pick up programs, either from short-wave or by 
point-to-point (in which programs are sent by radio tele- 
phone to one of the radio companies here and then sent to 
the local stations). The latter is more satisfactory. Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s Charlottesville address was picked up and 
outside interference during the course of the address forced 
a change to a different frequency and cut-offs. There has 
been no similar broadcast since. ba 

A 15-minute program of U. S. news, in Spanish, would 
prove popular, radio men say. England now has two 15- 
minute spiels on Radio Prieto and 15 on Splendid, both in 
Spanish, plus 30 on Excelsior in English. Germany has 15 on 
Callao and 15 on Prieto. Italy, the U. S. and Germany share 
a 10-minute round-up on Radio Splendid, with most of the 
U. S. time being taken up by market quotations. Japan re- 
ported to be planning a re-broadcast of its own news pro- 
grams, now being short-waved direct. The BBC re-trans- 
missions are supposed to be paid for by the local British 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Nazi and Italian transmis- 
sions by the local propaganda bureaus of these countries. 
Nazis, in particular, have been generous in permitting locals 
to pick up broadcasts of all kinds. Symphonic music, par- 
ticularly popular here, may not be open propangada, but the 
fact that you can hear the Berlin Philharmonic at most hours 
doesn’t do the Nazis any harm. 


COORDINATION OF PUBLICITY TO FOCUS 
ATTENTION ON U. S. DX ALSO NEEDED 


4. More publicity is also needed*for U. S. programs. The 
U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce in every 
S. A. country distributes copies of the weekly advance 
schedule. The English-language daily, the Herald, and the 
No. 1 Spanish paper, the Prensa, usually print them, but the 
other papers generally ignore U. S. short-wavers, a tip-off. 
Even if stations felt the cost of advertising not worth while, 
perimssion to re-transmit programs would get them publicity 
in local papers. Germany does plenty of advertising, often 
buying a quarter page in severa) papers for a special musical 
program. One such was on Columbus Day, an important 
holiday here. 

Estimates on the number of sets in Latin America vary. 
Department of Commerce has a figure of 2,679,400, which is 
based on a round-up of guesses and estimates in each 
country. NBC estimates about 3,500,000, of which 2,100,009 
are equipped for short-wave. Latter, while naturally inter- 
ested in taking most liberal estimates,@is just as likely. 
Either way, official observers say, the audience is definitely 
worth getting from the good-will point of view if not come 
mercially for any particular sponsor or group of sponsors. 

Best opinions say that with more than 40 program hours 
directed to South America during a five-hour period, it 
should be possible to arrange two or three different programs 
with a definite appeal. Several attempts have recently been 
made to do commercial short-waves direct to S. A. and it’s 
still too early to tell the result. Last month, Republic Steel 
did a dramatization of an industrial development over WGEO. 
United Fruit has also bought time, principally for the Caribe 
bean area, where it is strong, and S. C. Johnson & Son have 
sponsored a Stars of Hollywood program, 

Chief criticism made against sustainers on NBC’s WNBI 
and WRCA is the fact that they are slightly stereotyped and 
lack spontaneity. Whatever the reason, they get compara- 
tively little response according to check-ups made here. 
Wide variety of entertainment offered by local stations and 
inability of States to comprehend local tastes may account for 
failure. This despite the fact that the average South Amerie 
can program is admittedly far inferior to the U. S. 

What listeners here want most from the States are pro- 
grams in which the U. S. is seen through South American 
eyes—symphonic, opera and operatic music, international 


concert stars, Hollywood stuff (especially if done from thei, 


point of view), and news. Most popular attractions on local 
stations during the past season have been broadcasts by Tos- 
canini and Stokowski orchestras, Arturo Rubinstein and 
Jascha Heifetz, Mills Brothers, etc., all from the States and 
most of them sponsored by U. S. oil companies located here. 
Such programs, especially of those who have been here, 
would, if properly advertised, draw local dials away from the 
Nazi stations and directed ears and misids toward the U. S. 





WINO HOUSE MUSIC |( ASSIFIED AD a 


SHOW SOLD PRONTO 


West Palm Beach. Nov. 12. 





IDEA ON WMCA 





Mutual Network’s billings for this 


October came to $784,676, or 83% 
over what it had been for the like 
month of 1939. Of the former amount 
$172,882, or 42.9% of the differential, 
was derived from political broad- 
casts, 

Web’s gross for the first 10 months 
of 1940 was $3,562,509. This repre- 
sents a boost of 32.7 over the accum- 
ulative figure for 1939. 





Calgary, Alta.—R.H.C. ‘Bob’ Stra- 
ker, has returned to Calgary as pro- 
duction manager of CFAC. Starting 
aS an announcer with the station 10 
year* ago, uz has been program di- 
rector ef CJRC, Winnipeg; CJRM, 
Regina, an¢@ their affiliate short 
wave stations, CIRX and CJRO. 


| serial actor, died of carbon monoxide 
| Nov. 10 in the garage of his home 
in Cold Spring-on-the-Hudson, N. . 
Notes were found in which he gave 


instructions for the disposition of his | 


body and talked about financial dif- 
ficulties. 

Strauss has played in such serials 
as ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ ‘Mrs. Wiggs of 
the Cabbage Patch’ and ‘Buck Rog- 
ers.’ He had been on the stage and 
comes from Chattanooga, Tenn, 





TAYLOR’S ‘VOICE’ BACK 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

M. Sayle Taylor’s ‘Voice of Ex- 
perience’ will again be heard on the 
air after a long, absence. Albers 
Milling Co. has put him under con- 
tract for three broadcasts weekly 
| over NBC’s coast red network. 








G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone may 
join the radio section of the State 
| Department’s Latin American rela- 


A. Rockefeller is chairman. Don 
Francisco recently resigned as presi- 
dent of Lord & Thomas to become 
head of this radio section. ‘ 
Johnstone, who now holds the post 
of radio director of the Democratic 
National Committee, would handle 
the general details in the radio di- 
vision of the Rockefeller setup. 





St. Louis. — Herb MacCready, 
sportscaster at WEW, St. Louis, has 
|joined the Brunswick-Balke-Col- 
lander Co., as public relations repre- 
sentative. Frank Mahon succeeds 
MacCready. 





tions organization of which Nelson | 


‘Play or Pay,’ 30-minute musical 
quiz with members of a five-piece 
studio orchestra trying to answer 
questions and trick puzzlers submit- 
ted by the visual orchestra, has ac- 
quired a sponsor contract after four 
| weeks on the air over WJNO here. 
| Bankroller is Holsum bread, local 
| baker. Series originates from the 
| Terrace room of the George Wash- 
| ington hotel. 

| Show was assembled by the sta- 
| tion to go on at 9 o’clock Sunday 
nights after the Ford program at 
that hour was dropped from CBS 
| stations in Florida a couple of 
months ago. WJNO execs figure the 
series an extra asset because it en- 
| ables the station to sell the services 
|}of union musicians and thus help 
pay the amount agreed upon with 
the AFM. 








Something new in radio programs 
is scheduled to debut on WMCA, 
New York, tomorrow night (14), 
| Classified ads, sold on a basis of 30c 
|a word to small merchant subscrib- 
|ers, will occupy a daily 30-minute 
slot 7:45-8:15 p. m. daily except Sun- 
day. Included in that time will be 
| short contests of various kinds which 
| will pay $25 in cash awards each pro- 
| gram to correct answers from listen- 
ers, local news, women’s angles, etc, 

Time is paid for by Classified Radio 
| Ads, Inc., who has bought WMCA’s 
| Bob Carter and Joe O’Brien to haf 
| dle the half hours. Popular record- 
ings will be used in connection with 
| ads inserted by music schools, etc, 
| Airings are to be called ‘Reward for 
Listening.’ 
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Stations Uneasy as 
Displeased with 


Many; Costly to Move Tower 


Washington, Nov. 12. 

Another financial headache for the 
radio industry seemed ominously 
near last week when it became 
known that the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission had embarked upon 
a preliminary study of station loca- 
tions in an effort to solve the prob- 
lem of increasingly poor radio re- 
ception throughout the U. S. Radio 
pocketbooks are expected to be 
sadly flattened if the study shows a 
need for re-location of transmitters, 
or if it is found that sub-rosa at- 
tempts to wiggle out of Commish 
licensing instructions have been in- 
dulged in. 

Special group of Government 
monitors is expected to be sent out 
from Washington by the FCC, to 
check the effectiveness of directional 
antenna systems; delve into possible 
disregard of engineering require- 
ments or errors in judgment con- 
cerning placement of stations in the 
territories which they serve. Mov- 
ing-day for numerous stations may 
result from the check-up *and—in 
cases where licensees have juggled 
with engineering specifications—a 
public spanking may be ordered for 
the operators. 

Explanation was.made that some 
transmitters have been located in the 
center of their trading areas, where 
the ideal situation would be to have 
them on the fringe of the city where 
directional antennas would be used 
to prevent interference with other 
stations. Stations located in mid- 
town, it was pointed out, in some 
cases dispense with directional an- 
tennas because they are able to cover 
the entire section without them. 

In the case of a transmitter cov- 
ering a radius of 25 miles, it is some- 
times better to locate the station in 
the center of the city, it was found. 
But, assuming that another station 
is located to the south, whose signal 
must be protected from interference, 
a directional antenna is necessary to 
drown out the signal to the south 
and individuals in that territory 
would be unable to get the station. 
In such cases, it was explained, it 
would be better to locate the station 
on the south edge of the territory 
and install a directional antenna. 

Squawks from advertisers have 
been received, to the effect that they 
are not getting the proper returns 
on their investments, it was indi- 
cated. In some cases programs are 
not going to areas which their ad- 
vertisers demand. 

Faulty Engineering 

Suspicion that some licensees are 
not carrying out Commish licensing 
instructions has arisen and it has 
been indicated that violaters will be 
haled before the Government agency 
if this is substantiated. If faulty en 
gineering is found to blame, there 
will be orders from the Commish to 
correct the situation. 

Heavy expenditures will be re- 
quired in cases where relocation of 


stations is directed by the Commish. 
Major changes in the engineering 
set-up of transmitters, installation 


of directional antennas and other 
technical improvements also. will 
add to the financial burdens of 
broadcasters if the FCC study shows 
a widespread need for renovation, 


CBS Stock Trades 


Washington, Nov. 12 


Desultory trading in Columbia 
Broadcasting stock was recorded by 
the S riti and Exchange last 
week, which listed Keewaydin Corp 
as having sold 380 shares of $2.50 
par. cla 4 common, during Sep- 
tember to lower its hol to 6,000 
share Same listing showed Her- 
bert Bayard Swope, director, as 
owner of 1,100 shares of the same 
papers. 

During September Milton  Dia- 


mond. New York officer and direc- 
tor of Decca Records, Inc., exercised 
an option to buy 1,666 shares of $1 
par common in the platter company. 
Diamond's holdings at the end of the 
month were listed at 8,137 shares. 





I. @. SHOWS TO CINCY 
Chicago, Nov. 12. 

Dr. I. Q. (Lew Valentine) show for 
Mars candy shifts its origination 
from Milwaukee to Cincinnati, start- 
ing Nov. 25. Will broadcast from the 
stage of the Albee theaire. 

Account handled through the 
Grant agency here. 


VARIETY 
Bonnie Baker Finances _ 


FCC Hints It's 


Corn Products Morning Strip Pends 





Darrell Martin’s Sheet 


Transmitters of 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. 
Darrell V. Martin, former radio 
jeditor of morning Post-Gazette, is 
getting ready to launch his own 
Radio Weekly here. While local 
,;news will be emphasized, he says 
publication will be national in scope. 


Recommends 


Corn Products has expressed itself 
er | First issue is due middle of next | 9% ee ae precy Po = 
month. Since mid-summer, he has | 200m new ss 
ANNE DIRECTOR RESIGNS eer conducting a one-man subscrip- | a B 94 Reg magi te Mia 
tion campaign. Only other stock- | ™4X!ng &@ ho . a 
FROM SPECTOR AGENCY | noiaer in venture beside publisher | Also mixed up in the competition is 
| lis Bonnie Baker, who has been a/| one of the station reps who has 
lclose friend of Martin's for years and | Polled his stations on the morning 
Anne Director has resigned as'who has invested an unannounced | Pots they could make available and 
time buyer for the Raymond Spector |amount of cash. | who is now trying to sell Corn Prod- 
agency. Her immediate intention is| Will -be few outside workers, sheet | ucts on doing this same thing on a 
|to take an extended vacation. to be pretty much of a one-man | Spot basis. 














‘CBS and NBC Compete for Biz — One Sales Rep 


Spot Method 


country hookup, similar to the one 
that it has on at night for Nash with 
John B. Kennedy. In the Past Corn 
Products has confined its daytime 
merchandising to singers or dramatic 
serials. 


Mutual Now Has 16] 


Two new stations have joined the 
Mutual network, bringing the num. 

















|_ She was formerly with the San thing with Martin serving as editor, | The NBC-blue has already sub-/ ber of affiliates to 161. 

| Francisco office of J. Walter Thomp- | publisher, biz manager and column- | mitted its presentation. It’s a five- Additions are KGBU, Ketchikan 

| Son. \ist himself. |minute news summary over a cross- Alaska, and WARM, Scranton, Pa. — 
— a - 
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Cleveland Social u é | Sora 
| "Since SESS gM TE |e NOH 


have started plans for a radio club. to Expand 


WGRM, Greenwood, and WSLI,| It will be a purely social group, with , 
Jackson, Miss. have become af-|}™membership open to male announ-| Junior Chamter 7 ea Haskins _ ; Ge utonee ta Il FAR IN | OAT | 


























filiated with the NBC-blue. cers, engineers, salesmen and other Nevada is givij - 
ivin : . ; 
f Raises the NBC station total to pir Baggage =A o the four Cleveland | (15) ‘to mark the advent of KOH, sooth ae The po Rg | 
; 206. WCLE. » WTAM, WHK-! local McClathy outlet, as an affiliate | Friendship.’ Series has already been ee 
Preliminary confab to set up the “ioe a ee | placed on WOW, Omaha; WHO, Des 
WGAR, Cleveland, has renewed| organization and inspect prospective NBC von fe coos are Don | Moines, and WCCO, Minneapolis. Although Gross Grows Net- ; 


its transcription library service from | quarters was held last week at the Gilman, NBC v.p. in charge of Coast | List will be expanded steadily. 














World Broadcasting for another year.| Allerton hetl operations, one Guy Hamilton, coal Sidney Garfinkel agency built and work’s Net Profit Will 
: y general manager. booked the discs. Probably B 
y Be Off for Year | ' 
—Excess Profits Levy Bites © | 
Deep 





$1.94 A SHARE 





Even though Columbia’s net in- 
come for the 39 weeks ending thi: 


‘ Sept. 28 was $1,000,000 over what ii 
' D had been for the like period of 1939 ‘ 
the Federal income and excess profits 
: , taxes were of such proportions as to 
j give the network a smaller profit and 
YO @) O net earning per share. The network 
earnings for the nine months of this 


year were $3,331,786, as compared to 
$3,432,955 for last year. On a per Le 
share basis this figured as $1.94 as Fi 


* = a) ri - ’ i 
Most Favorable Listening Conditions Prevailing a . 


Columbia this time wrote off $1,- a 
753,172 in taxes, whereas for the par- er 
aHel period in 1939 it was $791,364. a 
Coincidental with the issuance of the ; i 
earnings statement the CBS directors i 
\.0° declared a dividend of 65c on Class 

e pe A and B stock, payable Dec. 6 to 
: 519 stockholders on record Nov. 22. Thi: 
ew brings the total dividends declarec 

“%5 4) or paid this year to $2 per share as 
‘ Ni compared to $1.50 at this time in 

1939. 4 

Report showed that the gross in- 
come for this year’s 39 weeks was 
Ss $36,430,612, compared to $30,347,506 
~6e% for the similar ’39 period. Net in- 

come before deductions amounted to 





< ea Nia aceral raping 


atime 
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Ww $5,647,809 as against the $4,646,648 
4 ne garnered during the like 39 weeks of 
—'S 

J 1939. 


w . 
ering "° Talent Agents 
transmitter is in operation... Get Revisions 


| | In AFRA Code 


Revisions in the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists regulations for 
oe ° 6cr7 talent agents are virtually completed 
ISTENING to WEAF has become a new _tisers at no extra cost. Our new booklet, ‘““November and will probably be approved this 
week. Union officials met with net- 
work execs yesterday (Tuesday) to | 





eee erteeny wey omen ote ere om 








° . T ; ° 9 8 
experience ...a new pleasure since November 8th. 8th Was Moving Day for a Line,” will soon be off get the latters’ okay on changes that 
. " will affect the artist bureaus. In- 
Throughout the vast area which is its province, mil- the press. It tells the story in words and pictures and dependent agents, members of the 
Artists Representatives Assn., Broad- 
° ° ° 1 : . ° way group, and the Artists Managers 
lions of radio listeners began to hear WEAF 2% ~~ figures—the story of market dominance, of listener Assn., Coast organization, have al- 
ready agreed on the revisions, 
. ‘ 1 ; : acti or, + Henry Jaffe, AFRA attorney, re- 
to more than 10 times better than ever before. dominance, of increased broadcasting leadership in ccs | Mag aers agi 7 Rael Mint 


Hollywood, where he ironed out dif- 


And they will continue to enjoy this added bril- _ the world’s richest market. We have reserved a copy ferences with the AMG. Principal 
2 changes have to do with the clause 


hve meetin. 





! oS ae. RAT a covering an added 5% commission 
for you. Just write to Station WEAF, New York. sage we, Tice ag Rc aon oo 
v tracts. This phase was viewed by : 

f ’ — eee ° ° 5. , th. the indies as being favorable to the 

EAF s new transmitter, travelling Its signal with network-owned artist bureaus, so it H 
was altered. Other revision covers } 
cancellation of contracts in case an 
agent fails to obtain a specific num- 
ber of days employment for a per- : 
former in a stated period. The re- i 
quirements in this regard were 
somewhat relaxed. 

At the request of the Coast agents 
the agreement was made to specify 
what constitute agent violations of 
the contract and what the penalties 
in each case may be. According to 
AFRA officials, the networks are ex- 
coh t, pected to approve the revisions in 

: ? the code. The union has set a dead- 

50,000 WATTS sgh ee a 10 for 7 agents to re- 

° ™ ply for licenses, but they must agree 

the market...and WEAF’s advertisers are thus reach- | New York oe ibe Stow. 18 to abide be the reeuih- 
3 tions. 


660 KC i j 


New York.—Gordon D. Cooke, 
formerly with Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
appointed vice-president in charge 
of copy at New York office of Stack- i 
Goble agency. 


liance day and night, winter and summer, because 


out obstruction across salt water, directs it with 
tremendous impact to the great concentrations of 
Population in metropolitan New York, soutliern 


Connecticut and northern New Jersey. 


eRe ot 


Today WEAF’s listeners enjoy the finest radio re- 


ception in the market for the finest radio programs in 








ing them with greater force and in greater numbers. 
We'd like to show you what WEAF now delivers 
in the way of coverage, what WEAF now offers adver- 
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N JOINS 7 | 
General Electric to Add Another «AD BROWN JONS | Speculation on New FCC Member 


Progr ain Supplemental to Spitalny Washington, Nov. 12. Some Think Appointee Should ioc Radio Business 


ormer Federal Communications __K endall, Wakefield, Wheat, Johnstone Mentioned 























—____——— + Commissioner Thad H. Brown, who 
. + Jane (2) sti me i -ecently resigned his post after 
NBC last Friday (8). euditionsd two | Right to Left ane “. grilling by the Senate Com- | Washington, Nov. 12. | Congress to endorse him for th 
programs for General Electric, F merce Committee which was looking With President Roosevelt giving no| Commission. How anybody spo ‘ 
which is contemplating augmenting | —o ee “— inte his fitness for reappointment, | sign when he may act, radio circles; sored by McNary would fare at this 
its Phil Spitalny stanza with an in- ae Pe meg nye gran Ay has appeared as just another or jare bandying around a motley col- | time is problematical. ’ 
stitutional program. One of the au-| put the other way around rates _ attorney on the he _ Tae te meen yt * — sediine Some emphasis is being given to : 
ditions was put together by Maxon | ‘man-bites-dog’ attention. uals admitted to practice before sors to Federal ee i ae fact that a person familiar with . 
in New York and consisted of | KGLU owners have. an- Government agency. — at Commissioner Thad H. Brown, broadcasting rather than a political 
straight music with Frank Parker; nypoynced they will soon start Now hanging out Als shingle wan nomination may go up to the Senate | favorite or a man from another busi. 
as vocalist and Frank Black as con- publication of a daily paper. a former Commission attorney, |any time, but few industry people| ness or another lawyer get the job, , 


ductor. Other offering, originating 





of barristers representing the coun-| the next Congress assembles in Jan- 


from Chicago, was a five-time-a- t 
week serial dealing with the life of TAG WALTER SICKLES try’s radio stations, the hopeful ap- | yary 


Abraham Lincoln. 








plicants for new transmitters and the| prive of both industry groups and 

















GE hasn't decided whether it will PITTSBURGH’S BEST disappointed candidates for a slice | ;nembers of Congress from the West- 
spot the new program in Spitalny’s | of radio-industry-pie. _, /ern half of the country in behalf of| publican who would then be fee 
present Sunday night period on the | | Lesser lights whom the Commish somebody from their section is taking sumably reappointed in 1941 fy , 
red or whether Spitalny will be re- | Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. | approved include the following: | form gradually but has made rela- | fy}} commissionership ra j 
tained where he is and the institu-| Walt Sickles, WWSW spieler and, David Elden Tolman, Philip M./| tively slight headway because so Mention G. W ’ : 
tional program be given a blue net-| program director, was voted the Traynor and G. Mallet, of Washing- many lawnmakers still are out of 1. W, Johnstone 
work release. Account is reported H,. P, Davis Memorial Award last | ton, D. C.; Arthur W. A. Cowan, |/town Two names most often heard At present T. A. M. Craven is 
as leaning toward a shift of Spitalny | week for the outstanding Pittsburgh | Philadelphia; Sam L. Collins, Fuller- | are Judge John C. Kendall of Ore- nearly the only FCC member with 
to the blue because of the program’s | radio announcer of the year. Prize ton, Calif.; Gerald J, Meindl, Port-| 5.) who was mentioned on at least | #2 Intimate knowledge of broadcast- 
lamp selling assignment and using | was set up in 1933 as a memorial to | land, Ore.; James S. McCluer, Park- | j.9 prior occasions, and Ray Wake-|?98 as such, The radio director of 
the 10 to 11 o'clock stretch Sunday | Davis, a broadcasting pioneer, and /|ersburg, W. Va.; George H. Toole, ‘field, president of the California state | the Democratic National Committee. 
nights for the Parker-Black combi- | carries with it a medallion and $150 | Boston; Milton Diamon, New York | railroad commission. A third west-|G- W. Johnstone, formerly with NBC 
nation. The Spitalny inning extends in cash. City; Paul J. Kaveney, St. Louis, lerner suggested in the past, Carl| and WOR has been mentioned as an 
from 10 to 10:30 p. m. | First honorable mention went to Mo.; Israel Harvey Levinson, Chi- Wheat of Los Angeles, has announced 1 FCC possibility although he is also 

| Billy Hinds, KDKA, and second to cago, Morton F. Melnik, Madison, emphatically that he is not inter- mentioned for at least two other 
iia tionstiek Seve See Ninn ae ieee |” id having spent the ast two years [4008 around, Washinglon long | 
ri xas, has completed trip | ,.4; aie , uilding up a law practice that he| ©! on : h j 
wy age Bay Foneaedin, va edly te oe igs i eiter cad Norman Corwin writing a new ,¢@nnot afford to leave at this point. coll wae eh Oe 
Jacksonville, Atlanta, Chattanooga | Marjory Stewart, director of the| Series with a part in it for himself, ag — one — pte +20 2 
and Memphis. Microphone Playhouse here. probably as narrator. ward in past years by — y : names have been 
Pp hina. Charles L. McNary, the unsuccessful | heard in political quarters. They are 
pont te ane Republican candidate for the vice-| Nelson Lee Smith, member of the 
presidency, when the terms of Com-|New Hampshire utilities Commis- 4 
missioners George Henry Payne and| mision, and William L. Ballinger, 
Norman S. Case ended, futile efforts| former Federal Trade Commission ’ 
were made to get a western bloc in| attache. 
‘eae -— The place vacated by Col. Brown ‘ 
" ‘ cannot be filled by a Democrat ex- j 
cept under the circumstances under : 
Public {0 Write which Thompson might get the job. 
The law merely says that not more 
= thay four of the seven regulators can 
be members of the same party. A 
Titles for BMI Farmer-Laborite or a Progressive 
would qualify—and President Roose- 


staff named her. WJSV’s Elinor Lee 
knows her well. 
You’ve guessed it. Elinor Lee is 


Then a John Hancock Mutual 
Life representative queried, “How 
about insurance?” Two announce- 
ments brought 35 hot prospects and 


a purr of satisfaction from the client. 








The Wilson Line phoned: “We're 


50,000 WATTS 








WISV * COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR THE NATION'S CAPITAL 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. 
Represented nationally by Radio Sales: New York - Chicago (@f) 
Detroit » St. Louis - Charlotte - Los Angeles » San Francisco 








“Brown & Williamson Tobacco has 
|bought Bobby Byrne’s band for a 
new program, to start in late De- 
|cember or early January, based on 
| Broadcast Music, Inc. songs. Idea is 
to take an untitled and lyricless BMI 
}tune and invite listeners to submit 
a title. Winning selection will re- 
|ceive a $250 top prize and 10% of 
|} the royalties accruing from tie mar- 


| keting of the tune. BMI will fit lyrics 
‘ |to coincide with the title. 
Show was auditioned § recently 
| by Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
|borne, using band and 


Byrne’s 
singer Carol Bruce. Byrne and Miss 
Bruce, as newcomers in their re- 
spective fields, fit into the scheme of 


a ‘ P the program’s ‘Discoveries of 1941’ RIGHT BY THOSE ACCOUNTS NEED- 
WJSV’s audience and sponsors carrying 200 kids on our Monday title. It is to be a half-hour layout,!] 116 papio 
never heard of Little Nell. WJSV’s kid excursions and we need more!” with Byrne m.c.ing and handling 


: everything except the commercials, 
Elinor Lee announced just twice 


that she would be on the boat per- 
sonally the next Monday—and 1,200 


Slattery Leaves WCOP 


Brown becomes one of the vast army | expect the post to be filled before| Freq Thompson, 


Via Radio Comm 


a Democrat mem.- 


_ ber of the FCC, has been mentioned 


| as possibly being reappointed to the 
| long seven-year term leaving the 


‘short filler on Thad Brown to a Re- 





velt has some good friends wearing 
such labels. 





ee ———— 





GEORGE DURAM 


H. W. KASTOR & SONS ADVERTISING CG. 
YOU GET QUITE A KICK, DON’T YOU, 
WHEN YOU WAKE UP IN THE MORN- 
ING WITH THE HAPPY THOUGHT 
THAT YOU HAVE DONE PRETTY ALL 


CARL McASSEY HAS A NEARLY 
FOOL-PROOF FORMULA FOR JUST 
SUCH HAPPY THOUGHTS. HE'LL Bf 
GLAD TO POP AROUND TOMOR- 
ROW MORNING AND SCRIBBLE 
DOWN THE DIRECTIONS FOR YOU. 

















erators ...to mention just a few. 

If you’ve got it for sale, and it 
meets with WJSV’s standards, she'll 
sell it. Radio Sales or WJSV will 
be glad to tell you more about Little 


Nell, the Gal Who Comes Through. By JANE WEST 
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| COAST TO COAST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST. POPULAR . 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


_ LAUGHTER TEARS ano. HEART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 '*/100°'o pure 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY ee 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST ff 





45-6 P.M., EST r 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





ittl l : ; . : Boston, Nov. 12. j 

Little Nell, too kids showed =P Gerard H. Slattery has resigned Regards, 

Elinor Lee loves advertising’s And the staff joins in the chorus: as general manager of WCOP, Bos- Ob T. 

; ; ton, so that he cain take an extended Gruff hompsore 

tough ones. Recently she took over Little Nell comes through again! vacation. He has been in bad health | 

i ‘ R for some time. 

a single announcement, one an- Elinor Lee, alias Little Nell, and Slattery has been with the sta- WE § i N G H 0 U ) E | 

. ti since it ope 5 9: | 

nouncement, and sold $411 worth of WJSV have come through with elec- a ES SRO AE Sy See “RED network 
sewing machines for Palais Royal’s tric roasters, frosted foods, bulbs, _ Kansas City.—Miller C. Robertson station in 
, , is new member of the sales staff at PHILADELPHIA 

Sewing Machine Department. flowers, milk, icé cream and refrig- KMBC as of Nov. 15. 
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and each one a boon fo listeners, a bonus to advertisers 


Regardless of the excellence of its programs, 
no network is stronger than its stations, no 
station stronger than the “‘signal’’ it delivers. 

The Blue Network of NBC doesn’t forget its 
responsibility to listeners to deliver its whole 
varied list of programs with the highest possi- 
ble technical excellence. That is why you con- 
stantly receive reports on new stations, new 
equipment, increases in power on the Blue. 
Typical of this continual progress are the $4 
improvements listed below. Each one means a 
definite and concrete addition to the audiences 
of Blue Network programs, an tmportant bonus 


to Blue advertisers. 


34. Blue Improvements since June Ie 
New Blue Florida Group {dded 
WJHP Jacksonville WRAT Miami Beach 
WMEJ Daytona Bear h WPRAtFO Ocala 
WLOF Orlando W “I N lan pa 
St Petersburg 
Other Stations Added 
or Scheduled for Inmediate Addition 


KOME Tulsa KXOk st. Louis 

WCBS Springfield, Il. KFRU Columbia, Mo, 
WAKR Akron WKIP Poughkeepsie 
KOH Reno, Nev. WORM Greenwood, Miss. 
KFBC Cheyenne WSLI Jackson, Miss. 


Sales thru the air with the greatest 


Completed Transmitter Improvements 
KERN, Bakersfield ( al fo nia. Increased power 
from 100 watts to 1000 watts. New transmitter. 


WRNL. Richmond (1000 watts 880 ke.) was substi 
tuted forthe previous outlet, which operated al lower 


power on 2 less favorable frequency 


WSGN, Birmingham. Increased its power to 250 


watts. 

W BZ, Boston hegan operation with new antenna 

and new transmilter on new site aif Hull \lassa- 

chusetts, giving direct sait wate coverage to the 

Boston Tie Ket 

Other Improvements Vow 
Beine Made 

KOB. Albuquerque. Increases powe o 50.000 watts 

giving slue Nets h ¢ elle < el ne 

ave of the Mounts re New | vy. new ans 

miitter, new antenn: 

RE - ee —— 
Watch for the announcement of a group of 
important new stations soon to be added to 
the Blue. te by ngu Whole New Ss les lerntory 


of fast-yrowing sales valne within range of 


Blue Network programs 








WELL, Battle Creek. Increases power from 100 
watts to 250 watts 

VW Hkh, ( leveland. Dhio Increa sea sy ight power 'o 
5000 watts, and also installs directional antenna 
WKAT, Miami Beach. Increases power from @50 
watts to 1000 watts and changes frequenc v from 
1500 to 1350 ke. New location, new transmitter. 
KFESD, San Diego. Increases power to 5000 watts 


New transmitter. new site and new antenna 


KSC, Sioux Citv. Increases night power to 5000 


watts and installs directional antenn: 

WMAL, Washington. Increases power to 5000 watts 
New location, new transmitter, new incitcinicn) tite 
Further Improvements For Which 
futhority Has Now Been Granted 
WRAL. Baltimore Vs e 50.000 watts 
WAYZ, Detroit Is s¢ 5000 watis night 


WEDF, Flint fo use 1000 watts and change fre 
quence’ to SSO ke. 

KVMS. Santa Barbara—To use 1000 watts. 
KECA, Los Angeles— To use 5000 watts night. 
WEAN, Providence—To use 50060 watts night. 
WDSU, New Orleans— To use 5000 watts night 
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Speaking 
of 
Tradition 


VARIETY traditions spring from a statement of publishing 
policy which appeared in the very first issue of VARIETY on 
DEC. 16, 1905. That was 35 years ago. Long before there was 
any broadcasting industry. 


Down through those 35 years—and they were frequently 
turbulent ones for a trade paper pledged to independence in 
editorial policy—this publication has followed one general idea 
set forth in that first editorial: ‘The news part of the paper will 
be given over to such items as may be obtained, and nothing 
will be suppressed which is considered of interest. We promise 


you this and shall not deviate. 


That editorial purpose has been the sole measure of 
VARIETY publishing policy in radio. To serve our readers, to 
provide them with as much news as the publication could gather, 
to suppress nothing, to flatter nobody, to write reviews that 


people could believe and would respect—that ‘has been the 


VARIETY tradition. 


During the Coming Holidays VARIETY Will Publish Its 


D ANNIVERSARY [SSL 


Space Reservations, Usual Rates, Should Be Made Now 








NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO LONDON 
1708 N. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St. 8 St. Martin’s PL 
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Follow-Up Comment — 





Bob Trout of CBS seemed to emerge with the most word-of-mouth 
praise for handling election night returns . . . Eric Severeid, also CBS, 
now on this side on a visit from his European news beat, was highly 
provocative early in the evening with his remarks about ‘so you think 
you know hatred!’ The Roosevelt-Willkie campaign was brotherly ¢om. 
pared to Europe, he said. ... All of the webs were organized for ambi- 
tious election coverage. . . . Mutual operated mostly out of Chicago, 
where Quin Ryan and Fulton Lewis, Jr., were teamed. . . . Lewis long- 
distanced to various senators, etc.. and while not repeating the ph ne 
talks, he gave quick excerpts of the remarks as he got them. . . . The 
showmanly flair of modern American radio was evident in many direc. 
tions . . . including NBC's elaborate set-up on the 8th and 9th floors 
of Radio City, where not only radio but television was in operation 
(latter reproduced closeups of teletype machines spelling out the bulletins). 

. John B. Kennedy and Raymond Clapper proved a concise, fluent 


and sensible team on the blue... . That was a slightly silly time-killer 
peaweat Radio City and Joe Martin, of the G.O.P.% at his newspaper 
office in North Attleboro, Mass. ... They had very litile color to report 


from that hideaway burg, so they stalled by asking Martin a series of 
trifling questions, omitting only what he had for dinner and at what 
hour he last shaved .. . dial wanderings uncovered familiar voices every- 
where, including Baukhage, George Hicks, Paul Sullivan in from Louis- 
ville, Elmer Davis and Boake Carter, now returned to the flock. . 
Times Square was as usual covered from lamp-posts, hotel marquees and 
electric signs. . . . The whole job was marked by split-second Switch- 
overs to all sections of the country and by a rapid fire tabulation of the 
returns. . . . Columbia blacklined its short wave service to foreign lands 
by having a staged sequence of foreign tongues, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Polish. German, Italian rattled off, early in the evening, using a pat, 
non-committal phrase-—the same in all languages. . .. Here and there 
during the evening little traces of partisanship either pro or anti- 
Roosevelt crept into newscasters’ voices... one well-known chap caused 
some grins about 11 p.m. when he scemed intent upon changing the course 
of history by the sheer strength of his sideline wishful thinking : 
another made a bitter crack about ‘it locks like the Roosevelt charm 
has done it again’... but with the exception of one or two lapses, radio 
was professionally dispassionate and strictly non-partisan ... and a 
swell job of public interest and prance. 








Boake Carter on Wednesday eve- | ,3:k which he continues to wear for 
ning (6) conveyed to his Mutual what’ the author succinctly has him 
listeners the interesting disclosure qoccribe as ‘reasons best known to 
that he had telephoged to Marvin myself.’ 

McIntyre, secretary to President It was exciting, make no mistake, 
Roosevelt, at Hyde Park, saying ‘I jn the fine old tradition of Arnold 
want to help, not obstruct,’ and Daly zigzagging through traffic as the 
quoting McIntyre as_ e€xpressIN§ | spiked doors closed in on Pearl 
amazement. This was Carter's dra- White: of William Farnum with a 
matic method of personalizing the gun in each hand and half the State 
‘burying of the hatchet’ in his Own of Nevada against him. The Ranger 
case and his recommendation to all js a better hero than the old heroes, 
citizens that unity was now the dic- | however. He will pause in the ac- 
ium of men of good-will. It was a tion to praise courtesy and kindness, 
packed, clipped, peak-touching re- to sooth the worried citizen. He will 
nort inclusive of world reaction to, not spring to his horse immediately 
the event. Very little was said about to avenge Tonto, but will first wait to 
the sponsor, United Airlines, on this’ see that Tonto is well cared for. 

session. The staff at WXYZ, Detroit. has 
develonved a fine skill in designing 

Elephants, by coincidence, engaged | these stirring gallops over hill and 
the attention of Kate Smith on CBS down dale. The half hours are packed 
and Bessie Beatty on WOR the same With what most kids and many male 
day last week. Miss Smith spoke of adults 1ike— daydream-extending 
an 80-year-old pachyderm now near hoof and holster hokum. There is 
death .. . Miss Beatty of the eating , artful use of musical bridges, an oc- 
habits (50 pounds of carrots, for ex- | casional bit of sharply etched char- 
ample) of two mammals at the | atcerization. It moves with a pur- 





Central Park zoo .. . Both speakers, pose and with momentum. It’s a 
the network star and the local new- | 00d show, a horse saga produced 
comer, remain good samples of the in the automobile’ capital of 
sift of gab... Miss Smith offered a | America. 





human interest story of how a young = ae 
sister, lacking money and wishing to Clifton Fadiman, in a well-phrased 
give a birthday present, gave certifi- |; announcement on fact last week's 
cates promising to perform a stated ‘Information Please was the final 
number of chores for another sister | Under sponsorship of Canada Dry 
as a gesture from the heart... This | 29d program would be under dif- 
was swell copy touching the masses | ferent auspices, on ‘another network 
where the pocketbook nerve presses | beginning Friday evening (15), — 
down on the sentimental impulse, | tioned perhaps for first time since 
. . « Miss Beatty’s program was in- | Q"!2 went commercial the name of 
terrupted for a brief switchover to | Dan Golenpaul, ‘creator of the pro- 
Wendell Willkie, and when informed Stam.’ Fadiman stated that what he 
by her announcer that there were had said about pleasant relations 
five seconds to stall, she repeated | With Canada Dry people ‘goes for all 
the name ‘Dolly Madison’ (one of | the staff, including Dan Golenpaul. 
her sponsors) until cut... a smile- He declared great care had been 
inducing touch. taken lest the feature’s spontaneity 
, be destroyed by ‘overlong eee 
cial ¢ uuncements.’ Mentione< 
__Dr. Henry Lee Smith of Brown ene yen: toa Milton Cross, 
whiversity is doing his volce-suess- | whose midway spiel was usually 
ing Where Are You From? stunt ON |held to one minute. Fadiman ex- 
nel Rs een ba gen pressed ‘sincere hope’ that listeners 
ra tiie Sea oe |x Pt ena ay 
“ly a ‘ ¢ > Also thi: st as é as 3 arn 
ear age ta ga out of . pag ype spot’ in ‘our heart’ there would be 
es S full of what admen call! one ‘in your refrigerator for Canada 
hooks’ (i.e. devices for making sure Dry.’ 
the product and the program mesh) 
and mail-bait. New York’s hyper- | ; 
thyroid Maurice C. Dreicer (he has Gracie Allen, whose radio cam- 
17-odd programs, most of them on! paign for prez of the U. S. bogged 
the intellectual side) put this one | down. copped one vote for prez in 
over, and it’s a feather for Mutual | the election last week. During an 
gs it probably comes nearest | o¢j-:~) count of the ballots cast in 
of all to matching as ‘popular edu- | p ’ : , oe a 
cation’ the ‘eer Rell ec torr ‘In- Ee "e, Ill, near here, it was di 











formation, Please.’ Significantly, a | ©°V' that some admirer = th 
beverage sponsor reacts along the | Fifth Precinct of the Seventh Ward 
same line by choosing to finance it wrote in her name. 

Dr. Smith’s sharp ear is frequently 
uncanny and the program is nicely “4 
varied in approach to the guest sub- 


jects and the inclusion of a ‘my stery 
suest,” concerning whose origin the 
nublic may guess for prizes. Dudley 
Digses was on the show with the 
prof not knowing, as many listeners 
'ndoubtedly did, that he’s from Ire- 
land. 


Harry W. Flannery, from KMOX. 
St. Louis, is now broadcasting for 
CBS out of Berlin, Germany. He} 
brings a new eye and seems to be 
adding small details of what the dip- 
lomats had on, trivia that a new- | 
comer would note. Berlin job is ob- 
viously toueh for a journalist. it be- 
ing under the censor’s eye at every 
sentence. At the moment Flannery’s 
voice has a cheerful note, exceptional 
frorn the Nazi cap, where traditional- 
ly the American reporters have the 


agony of the world in their voices. =—STATION MANAGERS 


ope Are you interested in a capable mu- 
Tonto was wounded Monday night sical director; experienced arranger 
on Mutual, but we are led to believe | “ith New York mame bands; lender 


no tol ao on big commercial pregrams in 
was'mightly upset when the fatttat | stati tenet ond glee 
a 7 MPS and vocal units; concert and popular; 
Injun came in hardly able to hang | special arrangement library; 31, mar- 
onto his horse. ceattinn a ried, sober and responsible: Write or 
} maginative young 4 "hy 5 ’, 46th 
listeners could no doubt see the tears Lum. * 


“ c c St., New York. 
welling up under the Ranger’s black 
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‘FAMOUS JURY TRIALS’ 


Duin 
ins. 
ov HENRY BARS 


; -m. 
Mond 5c, New York 
(Aubrey, Moore & Wallace) 
Stories that are ended but not 
solved—court room presentations in 
which the evidence is contradictory 
and inconclusive—still comprise the 
formula of the newly revived ‘Fa- 
mous Jury Trials.’ It is thoroughly 
dramatic in the telling, and the setup 
romises to get its share of those 


who stumble through the ether 
Jooking for diversion. ‘But the pro- 


rams is guilty on all counts to the 
indictment of tantalizing, frustrating 
and hoaxing the listener, who gives 
attention on the tacit assumption 
that an author would never be such 
a meanie as to not provide the an- 
swer. 

Seemingly a show of this charac- 
ter serves to corral enough listeners 
jong enough to drive across a lot of 
mentions about the product. And 
the radio audience is possibly big 
enough to make that all that mat- 
ters. Repeat _ listening, however, 
must carry a doubt if there is any 
validity to the idea that a who- 
dunit must always tell in the end 
who did it. 

Court room stuff is absorbing be- 
cause naturally dramatic. The dis- 
trict attorney has an opportunity to 
be appropriately nasty in a gravel- 
voiced way. The witnesses are al- 
lowed to suggest every shade of 
probable or improbable _ veracity. 
All sorts of hints and tangents and 
doubt-creating touches are flung into 
the microphone. There are charac- 
terizations when it heightens the 
plot, vagueness when it suits the 
plot. Its all free and easy on this 
show because the story doesn’t have 
to come out as a story. It begs off 
on a satisfying ending by professing 
to be ‘true life’ tales from court 
records. Life is of course often 
vague, but a story-teller ism’t sup- 
posed to be. 

In the case of Barney McGee, for 
example, the jury disagreed and 
then, for a screaming finish, 
brother of the murdered girl killed 
Barney McGee in the courtroom. 
This despite the fact that the script 
allowed a_ strong 
Barney McGee’s innocence 
hint that somebody else might have 
done her in, or she might have com- 
mitted suicide. It was a cheap 
climax by the standards of any type- 
writer or microphone, as it is in- 
variably considered bad literary 
taste to kill anybody in court. Not 


to mention the small matter of sign- | 
ing off with no word of condemna- | 


the| #< t ; 
| critical souls who don’t mind being} 


presumption of | 
and a) 


WILLIAM FADIMAN 
‘Let’s Talk It Over’ 
15 Mins, 

Sustaining 
Wednesday, 2:15 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


‘Let’s Talk It Over’ is an NBC blue 





different guest each week spiels on 


; weekly sustaining spot on which a/ 


the subject he or she knows best. | 


| gabbed on ‘Book Ends and Odds.’ It 


;censisted of chit-chat and anecdotes 
|about authors, plus considerable ma- 
|terial about books bought for films 
and films to be made from _ books. 
|Fadiman, of course, is equipped to 
handle the subject, as book and story 
|editor for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 

Show obviously belonged in the 
|/educational category on NBC's slate 
because of the literary angle, al- 
though Fadiman neatly spiced his 
script with inside film stuff that, 
While not jimmyfidlerish, widened 
| the appeal. Even the strictly literati 
, items, in fact, were aimed pretty 
widely as Fadiman restricted him- 
'self to the better-knowns, such as 
|Sinclair Lewis, John 
Louis Bromfield, Gertrude Stein—and 


j}even Gypsy Rose Lee, who was 
\legitimately included as the ac- 


|ecredited author of a mystery novel, 
|‘Murder on a G-String.’ 


| His first effort on the air, Fadi- 


William Fadiman (Clifford’s brother) | 


HARVEY AND DELL 
Serial 
10 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily 8:45 a.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Harvey and Dell is a small-cast 
sustaining serial riding NBC blue 
from WBZ, Boston, 
weekly. 
up heroics, no rending crises—Just 
a mild, incident, rather than plot 
tale of folks in the friendly little 
house ‘round the corner.’ While 
some characters speak with a down 


| East accent, exact locale is not set. 


Steinbeck, | 


}man didn’t entirely achieve the chat- | 


,tiness of tone he was obviously try- 


\ing for, but his voice and delivery | 
are clear and cultured without being 


| highbrow. Script carried out the 

chatty idea effectively. Fadiman ap- 

pears a good possibility for a series. 
Herb. 





tion for the brother’s messy (six 
shots) Georgia chivalry. 

Thus the program left the listener 
up in the air about who killed Miss 
Robin and facing the possibility that 
ithe brother may have dispatched 
[the wrong guy. The concluding 
}commercial | might appropriately 
have read ‘You can’t be sure about 
this case, but you can be sure of 
'one thing, this program is sponsored 
by Oh Henry Candy Bars.’ 

For the information of those un- 





hoaxed by an author, it may be ad- 
mitted that the hoax is quite well 
dialoged, produced and acted. 

The commercials are of the drive- 
through-center variety. The 
|/nouncer changes gait the minute the 
author snaps the ball back to the 
continuity department. There is a 
reverse of mood from 
self-conscious eloquence. 
scriptives are ennunciated 
by syllable in the fine old tradition 
of 1933. Land. 


Rich 





an-! 


narrative to} 
de- | 
syllable | 


Sketch somehow lacks the indigen- 
ous qualities, the tangy zest which 


‘One More Holdout, Katharine Cornell, 
Creates Memorable 1940 Radio Event 


| 


six mornings | 
No romance, no pumped | 





In the world of artistic virtuosity | 
only a few of the big names now re- 
main unbaptized by the fire of the 
radio inputs and the outputs. The 
number was further reduced Sun- 
day last (10), when, for the sake of 
the Red Cross enrollment drive, 


| Katharine Cornell conquered a re-| 


|luctance to broadcasting 


brought a Maine-backgrounded ser- | 


ial up toa night network period and 
a sponsor, with Parker Fennelley as 
one of principals, several seasons 
ago. 

Best drawn character perhaps in 


and ven- 
tured upon the strange ways of the | 
sound box with the 40,000.000 ears. | 
She followed the course of Alired 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, who are 
also recent giver-inners. In Miss 


| Cornell’s case, as with the Lunts. the 


training and talent of the theatre had | 


“Harvey and Dell’ is Snapper, a tart, | little trouble scoring in the new me- 


independent, pessimistic spinster 
housemaid. It is well done, although 
not written into every episode. An- 
other part off beaten track but not 
always as distinctively projected is 
hard-of-hearing Grandfather Mc- 
Googie (funny names are used for 
never-heard individuals, too). Loud, 


| 
| 


tone-deaf voice employed by actor | 


is true to life but not always easy 
on listener’s ear. Dell is a many- 
line part of a small town woman, 
perhaps in thirties or early forties. 
Played to type. Harvey is Dell’s 
husband, working in a vague ‘office.’ 
No acting or scripting credits. 
Jaco. 





‘DANCING YEARS’ 

With Ivor Novello, Muriel Barron 
Roma Beaumont 

40 mins, 

Thursday, 9:20. 

BBC, London 


Specially scripted radio version by 
Ivor Novello of his stage musical 
provided some anxious moments in 
dialog and narration. Frequently 
near-to-trite lines of the former be- 
came more standout when divorced 
from picturesque setting of the piece 
and its elegant melodies. Narration 
is necessary to this sort of thing, but 
still unpalatable; no way around the 
trouble has yet come along, and con- 


’ 


dium. 

Miss Cornell was too imaginative 
an artist not to have been nervous in 
the presence of this new challenge | 
and this incredible, unseen, near- | 
universal audience. (She was on| 
three networks simultaneously.) In} 
one or two lines at the start there | 
was, to the professional listener. a 


|hint of tightness, of awareness that | 


| cisely for the reason that she takes 
|her work and her 
| ously, 





stant breaking up of the action is | 


distracting and a tough for the ear. 


In ‘Dancing Years’ the music holds | 


interest and was vocaled by the 


principals with every aid to perfec- | 


tion. Novello also staged this radio 
job in nice style, subject to the ex- 


| ception alluded to. 


| jitters 


she was trusting, for sweet charity’s 
sake, a very great reputation to what 
was probably a very strange bark. 
It may have been a tough ordeal pre- 


career so seri- 

Those one or two hardly percept- 
ible suggestions of first performance | 
j evaporated almost instantly | 
once the unfoldment of the story of | 
Robert and Elizabeth Browning’s | 
first meeting was well begun. Then 
there came through the loudspeaker | 
that strange, accumulative focus of 
characterization which marks the 
star’s work. Her voice met the mix- | 
ing panel without any loss. Its dis- | 
tinctive timbre and the shadings | 
were instantly familiar. 

Superficially a radio studio page | 
boy might say, ‘Gee, Miss Cornell was | 
nervous, but Sadie Glutz never is.’ | 
The point about Sadie Glutz who| 
runs between studios to play five | 
roles in one afternoon is that she is 
just as good as she’ll ever be on the 
first reading. What these recent ’ap- | 
pearances by the Lunts and Miss Cor- 
nell drive home is the fullness of a 
radio performance when delivered | 
after prolonged thought and prepa- 
ration by great personages from the | 
theatre as contrasted to the glib but 
Shallow readings so often heard. 


| show 


This observation will hardly flutter 
an eyebrow among the advertising 
agencies, who wish merely to sell a 
lot of soap, but professionals will no 
doubt get the distinction immediate- 
ly. Soapmen will perhaps be more 


puzzled than impressed that Miss 
Fontanne and Miss Cornell spent 
weeks perfecting for radio. 

It was intelligent vet fairly obvi- 


ous to utilize ‘The Barretts of Wim- 


pole Street’ for this radio first 
flight. Also to bring in Brian 
Ahearne, a tower of strength. who 
created the lead opposite M’ss Cor- 
nell on the stage. The three scenes 
in which the famous love affair 
|}ripens and crashes through against 


sickness and timidity played vividly 
on the air. (The father never ap- 
peared.) Thus the performance of 
the two acters and the material they 
were performing merged smoothly 
to give listeners something eminent- 
ly worth listening to. The stage 
speeches were lengthy for re‘lio but 
beautifully written and delivered 
with authority. Long speeches may 


| be more common on the air when 
| people capable of handling them are 


more common, 


Guthrie McClintic,. manager-hus- 


| band of the star, spoke briefly before 


the performance, also revealing a 


good radio voice. Land. 
‘NOAH SAILS AGAIN’ : 
With Leon Quartermaine, Gladys 


Young, and cast. 
20 Mins. 
Sunday, 7:35 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Andre Obey’s French piece around 
Noah recalled to go a’sailing again, 
hits the ether in its translation with 
especial timeliness. Drama is tied 
in with Europe’s current mess and 
eventual world state of chaos—un- 
less. Airing is serialized, so author 
probably has a remedy coming up 


'on a later installment. 


Histcionics are topline; Quarter- 
maine handles his dialog as Noah 
with eclat, but Gladys Young neatly 
stole this airing with an uncanny 
natural reading of the time-and- 
event-worn spouse. As caught, 
meéasures as one of the best 
drama department BBC has recently 
scheduled. 
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MUTUAL URGES FCC CRACKDOWN; CALLS 


EXCLUSIVITY END PUBLIC SERVICE NEED 


Caldwell Gets His Brief in First — NBC and CBS 


Documents Due — George Porter Back to FCC 


as Special Counsel 





Washington, Nov. 12. 
Special regulations knocking the 
props from under the networks 
structure—banning exclusivity, ex- 


| 


cessive options on station time, long- | 


term contracts, and maintenance of 
dual webs—are vital to carry out 
the will of Congress and uphold the 
anti-trust laws in the broadcasting 
business. 

So says the Mutual Broadcasting 
System in a lengthy brief (almost a 
Ph. D. thesis on the economics of 
radio) filed with the Federal Com- 


| 
; 


munications Commission in anticipi- | 


pation of oral arguments on the 
time-bombish Chain-Monopoly Com- 
mittee report. As usual, Louis G. 


had been snubbed repeatedly in con- | 


nection with selection of a general 
counsel, 


until a few days ago. 


In his treatise, Caldwell lived up | 
to both expectations and his past | 


performance. He weighed the de- 
bates in Congress on radio legisla- 
tion, cited numerous court decisions 
bearing on the meaning of the anti- 
trust statutes, summarized the pile 


of words and figures taken at the | 


1938-39 hearings, jabbed the regula- 


tors for not having acted more 
promptly, and dealt painstakingly 
with the industry’s controversial 
| issues. 


Caldwell, MBS general counsel, dug | 


deep into legal chronology for data 
that would back up the MBS con- 
tention that Columbia and National 
are demoniacal. 


The MBS brief was the first of 
the important analyses of the vol- 
uminous record to be submitted for 
scrutiny by George Porter, special 
counsel, and the government regu- 
lators. Additional time—the fourth 
successive delay—was obtained by 


Principal point in the Mutual brief 
was the contention that the FCC 
now has ample authority to impose 
regulations which would wipe out 


'the practices that tend to establish 


NBC and CBS, although the com-| 
| jective or more freedom for Mutual. 


mish kept the deadline postpone- 
ment almost a complete secret. With- 
out going through the formality of 
giving all parties notice, the commish 


could be disregarded. 


last week said the Nov. 11 time limit | 


Legalistic | 


documents from the other defend- | 


ants are not expected until the end 
of the week. 


More Delays Foreseen; 


jany other newcomer. 


Too Much to Digest 


Deferment of the oral argument, 
still officially carded for Dec. 2 and 
3, is anticipated in industry circles. 
Aside from the usual skepticism 
about the FCC adhering to schedule, 


most radio watchers doubt the ca-| 
pacity of the regulators to wade | 
through the briefs and the record | 
quickly enough to be ready for ar-| 


guments on the date fixed. 
Appointment of Porter, who quit 


the commish last summer after he} 


a monopoly. Meaning the regula- 
tors can yank a curb rein on CBS 
and NBC, without asking permission 
from Congress. While he damned 
the other webs for various practices 
that he considers anti-social, Cald- 
well did not go so far as to urge 
added legislation to achieve the ob- 


Exclusivity Clauses 


Called the Villain an exclusivity 


Caldwell’s major arguments were 
as follows: 

1. Exclusivity conditions in .NBC 
and CBS contracts with affiliates 


i clos¢ many markets to Mutual and 


Competition 
cannot exist unless every web has 


an equal chance to reach the same | 


audience. By allow 
their affiliates 
from other sources, CBS and NBC 
have a ‘complete monopoly’ and are 


able to exercise 


refusing to 


the terms on 
are available to their affiliates. 

2. The time option clauses permit 
a fatal degree of compulsion, denying 
local managements who are shrewd 
enough to sidestep the exclusivity 








TEN to one you've already been 

thinking about stepping up your 
advertising in the “Second Three” 
markets. You know how Detroit, Los 
Angeles and Cleveland have been “on 
the boom.” You're not going to pass 
up such opportunity. And perhaps, 
like many others, you’ve already dis- 
covered that the 
method of blanketing these markets is 
through WJR, KMPC and WGAR! 

x *k * 

It’s the economical way, too. Fif- 
teen minutes of Class A time on all 
three stations totals less than four 
hundred dollars weekly on a 52-week 
basis! Try to figure any other way 
of taiking to nearly eight million fam- 
ilies at such small cost! Yes, for in 
addition to the immediate trading 


easiest, quickest 


areas of Detroit, Los Angeles and - 


Cleveland ... you also will get bonus 
coverage in five different states! 


xk * 


Be sure that the “Second Three” 
cities get the consideration they de- 
serve in your plans for 194). And be 
sure your advertising will do a job in 
these vital markets. Put V JR, KMPC 
and WGAR on your schedules! 





— 





was made two weeks ago | 
but did not become generally known | 


to take programs | 


‘ironclad control.’ | 
In addition, they are secretive about | 
which their services | 
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KMPC 


THE STATION OF THE STARS 
Beverly Hills * Los Angeles 
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WGAR 


THE FRIENDLY STATION 
Cleveland 
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requirement any real freedom to fol- 
|low their own impulses. By tying 
up the most desirable hours, which 
often are not used, the other chains 


calcitrants. 

3. In addition to exceeding the li- 
c. se period, the customary long- 
term contracts give the chains a one- 
way renewal option that injures the 
public, hamstrings the affiliates, and 
prevents any competing web from 
| even trying to bargain. 

4. Any claim of competition be- 
tween NBC’s Red and Blue skeins is 
only a pretense. The Blue is main- 
| tained chiefly to suppress competi- 
‘tion. As is evidenced by the fact 
| that only 19% of the option time 
was used in 1938 and the Red had 
more hours of daytime commer- 
cials than the Blue carried at night. 
| By reserving the right to shift sta- 
| tions from one network to the other, 
| NBC has a weapon that terrifies any 
affiliate who might consider hook- 


ing up with some other network. 


‘Mutual Does Likewise 
But for Self-Defense 


Some of these offensive trade 
| practices are followed by Mutual— 
|} but only in self-defense, the Com- 
| mish was informed. Caldwell said 
| his client, believing in free and open 





and CBS only when it was obvious 
'that the latter pair would tighten 
|their death-grip during the long 
| time required by the regulators to 
weigh the evidence and decide the 
issues. But all MBS contracts with 
clause and a time 
| option can be cancelle* quickly, the 
| brief added. 

| Existence of a monopoly is dem- 
| onstrated by the revenue figures 
| collected by the Commish, Caldwell 
| declared. He pointed out that Co- 
| lumbia and National in 1938 grabbed 
| $60,875,221 of the $63,147,883 taken 
in by the three major webs and em- 
phasized that this amount is 50% of 
the whole industry's take. Pay-off 
to CBS affiliates, he added, was only 
| 34% of thaf web’s gross and NBC 
apparently forked over about the 
same proportion, 

The purpose of the Communica- 
tions Act, judging from Congression- 
al reports and debates, is to provide 
| lively, not merely nominal, compe- 
| tition, the brief said. Equitable dis- 
tribution of program service and a 
| similar degree of freedom for each 
network to reach the audience are 
the basic objectives of the law. Re- 
sponsibility of licensees—whose free- 
dom to exercise their own judgment 
often is curtailed by conditions in 
network contracts—also was expect- 
ed by the legislators in passing both 
the 1927 and the 1934 bills. 

Since there is a physical limit on 
the number of transmitters, it is up 
to the Commish to do something 
about seeing that such goals are 
achieved, Caldwell lectured. The 
fewer the stations, the more im- 
portant it is to give proprietors of 
affiliated plants a maximum of dis- 
cretion and to assure the utmost 
competition between networks. 

Study of various court rulings in- 
| dicates that even if the affiliates of 
NBC and CBS are satisfied, present 





practices should be either outlawed | 
| Or supervised closely, the MBC at- | 


| torney asserted. For the third party 
|—either the listeners or another net- 
work wanting to acquire outlets in 
key markets—is entitled to consid- 
} 
| 


eration. This principle has been en- 


| dorsed frequently in litigation un- 
der the Sherman, Clayton, Federal 
| Trade Commission, and Interstate 
| Commerce statutes, Caldwell con- 
tended. 


Although the customary NBC and 


CBS practices were severely at- 
tacked, the MBS counsel acknow]- 
edged that particular conditions 


must be taken into consideration. If 
there are enough stations for every 
network to have an outlet of equal 
value 
desirable as_ possible), 
tion system could continue if pro- 
prietors of the affiliated plants have 
sufficient leeway in choosing what 
programs they wish to carry in time 
not sewed up for network commer- 
cials. 

Without suggesting precise phrase- 
ology, Caldwell urged the kilocycle 
cops to adopt regulations which 
have the following effect: 

1. No licensee may enter an agree- 
ment which prevents him from air- 





which gives the web control of more 


can pass death sentences on any re- | 


competition, took the cue from NBC | 


(power and time being the | 
same and the frequencies as nearly | 
exclusive | 
clauses might be condoned. The op- | 


| Disappoint KF1O, Spokane, 
- Also KFSD, San Diego 


| 
| Washington, Nov. 12. 
| Nixing of the application of KFIO 
of Spokane, Wash., was completed 
‘recently when the Federal Com- 
| munications Commission adopted its 
‘findings of fact and entered a final 
| order denying the transmitter a 
‘change from the frequency 1120 to 
'950 ke and an increase in power and 
|time of operation from 100 watts, 
|days only, to 1 kw. 
On the same day, Commish denied 
| petition of Airfan Radio Corp., Ltd. 
| (KFSD), San Diego, for a reopening 
|of the proceedings granting a new 
'San Diego station to the Worcester 
| Broadcasting Corp. Pétition was 


found to be without merit. 
| 


| 
HYDE PARK TICKERS 
TO 23 SPORTSCASTERS 


St. Louis, Nov. 12 


Hyde Park Breweries which bank- 
roll more sports programs in Mis- 
‘souri and Illinois than any other 
‘suds makers in the Mississippi Val- 
iley tossed a party for 23 sportscas- 
ters who are carrying the torch and 
|passed out split second watches to 
teach. Oscar A. Vahner, head of the 
‘St. Louis office of the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency that handles the ac- 
,count, arranged the shindig that be- 
|gan in the brewery and wound up in 
,the Missouri Athletic Club where a 
,dinner and speech making preceded 
the awards. 

Those who got the time pieces are 
\Frank Eschen and J. Roy Stockton, 
KSD; Frank Mahon, WEW; Gabby 
'Street and Cy Casper, KXOK; Bill 
|Durney and Neil Norman, WIL; Bob 
Lyle and France Laux, KMOX, all of 
St. Louis; Sam Molen, WTAX-WCBS, 
| Springfield, Ill.; Tom Dolan, WTAD, 
Quincy, Ill.; Mark Howard, WDWS, 
Champaign, Ill.; Clay Brooks, KWOS, 
Jefferson City, Mo.; Jack Peterson, 
WDZ, Tuscola, Ill.; Bob Leonard, 
WSOY, Decatur, Ill.; Gary Mitchell, 
|WEBQ, Harrisburg, IIl.; Bill Davis, 
KDRO, Sedalia, Mo.; P. H. Cunning- 
ham, KWOC, Poplar Bluff, Mo.; Bud 
Barbee, WJPF, Barrin, Ill.; Harold 
Douglas, KFRU, Columbia, Mo.; Fred 
McGhee, KGBX, Springfield, Mo.: 
|Bob Atherton, KFVS, Cape Girar- 
|deau, Mo. and Fred Vance, WDWS, 
Champaign, Ill. 
| 











than specified percentages of the op- 
erating time; which runs beyond one 
|year; or which results in duplica- 
| tion of program service. 

| 2. Number of stations operated by 
any individual shall be restricted to 
figures which the Commish feels will 
|assure ample competition and pro- 
| tect public interest. 





KOBAK CHIDES 
WEBER OF 
MUTUAL 


Edgar Kobak, v.p. in charge of the 
NBC-blue network, took Mutual to 
task Monday (11) for its persistence 
|in referring to the existence of three 
/networks. Reference that got a rise 
| out of Kobak was the one contained 
in the promotion piece put out by 
Mutual in announcing formally the 
Philadelphia symphony orchestra 
series. 

Kobak told Fred Weber, Mutual 
general manager, that he thought 
that Mutual’s bunching of the req 
and blue networks into a single op- 
eration was not only small stuff but 
has become too snide to tolerate any 
longer. He pointed out that Weber 
repeatedly stressed this angle in 
bidding for political business during 
the recent campaign, Kobak added 
that even if Mutual refused to recog- 
nize the existence of four networks 
(the red and blue being separate 
entities) the trade and the public 
would go on counting that number, 
and not three, as Mutual hoped by 
its propaganda, to establish in va- 
rious minds. 

It was disclosed yesterday (Tues- 
day) that the blue network had 
about completed plans for a new 
group of sustaining programs and 
that this group will be launched as 
regular series within a _ couple 
weeks. 


Mutual Shows Next Day 
On Jammed-Up WOR 








Off-the-line recordings of three 
Mutual evening shows will be re- 
broadcast during the daytime over 
WOR, New York, beginning this 
week. They're prsgrams that can- 
not be fitted into the WOR evening 
schedule. 

Included are ‘In Chicago Tonight,’ 
ito be heard 10:30-11 a.m. Fridays; 
‘Lew Loyal,’ slated for 5:15-5:45 p.m. 
Tuesdays, and ‘Ned Jordan, Secret 
Agent,’ scheduled 8:30-9 a.m. Satur- 
days. Several others to be similarly 
waxed off the air and rebroadcast 
will be announced later. 








CURTIN INTO U. S. ARMY 
Ed Curtin, of the B.B.D.&O. pub- 
licity department, has gone into the 
U. S. army for one year’s active 
duty. He’s a reserve officer. 
Will be stationed at Fort Banning, 
Ga. 
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» 100,000 


PAID ADMISSIONS 


General Chairman, 
on the head when 


| 


MORE THAN 


2} 


to the Northern Kentucky Food 
Show, with WSAI the only radio 
help—the only station permitted 
in the show. Surely convincing 
evidence that Larry Baumbach, 


hit the nail 
he said: 


““WSALT is the grocer’s own station.” 


— Represented by international 
. Radio Sales 
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ing programs from another source; | 
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WWVA, Wheeling, to Quit Columbia 
For Blue; Shift to Be Official Jan. 1 





NBC Raiding Its Station 
List in South, Says MBS 


Mutual is looking with a suspicious | 
| eye on the operations of NBC’s sta- | 
tions relations staff in the southeast | 
| area as it proceeds with the task of 





Though the decision on whether 
wCAE, Pittsburgh, switches from the 
red to the blue network or joins Mu- 
tual on an exclusive basis won’t be 
made until Nov. 25, WWVA, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., is reported set to leave 
Columbia and become an affiliate of 
the blue link, Because WWVA's 
contract with CBS runs into next 
year an official announcement of! 
the shift is not to be made until | 
Jen. 1. 


! 


Final word on WCAE’s future net-| 
work affiliation is due to come from | 
the Hearst organization on the west-, 
coast. WCAE looms as but one focal 
point in the battle for _ affiliates 
which has been simmering between 
the blue and Mutual. Involved also 
are the future affiliation of WFBR, 
Baltimore, and WNAC, Boston. Mu- 
tual has high hopes of having these 
two stations as exclusive releases 
next year. In either case there's 
a revolt against giving up the red 
affiliation and joining the blue link. 
The proposed red substitute in Balti- 
more is WBAL, and in Boston, WBZ. 
Cleveland Situation 

NBC is likewise having its diffi- 
culties with WHK, Cleveland. Latter 
station, which has also been taking 
Mutual commercials, wants to be re- 
lieved of the schedule options stipu- 
lated in its contract as a blue af- 
filiate so that it can be free to op- 
erate on a first-come-first-served 
basis. Still another blue recalcitrant 
is KSO, Des Moines, which, it is re- 
ported, has hinted that it might go 
100% Mutual. 

It has been intimated that NBC 
may meet these situations with some 
surprise moves, with each such move 
predicated on the argument that the 
listeners in the community are un- 
able to get the blue network’s serv- 


CHUMMY 13 
THE FRISCO WAY 


San Francisco, Nov. 12. 

New high in newspaper-radio affili- 
ations fer Frisco was touched this 
week with deal by Al Nelson, NBC 
asst. v.p. in charge of KGO-KPO, 
that the Call-Bulletin will collaborate 
in a five-week radio series. Kicking 
off with a half-hour shot Thursday 
(14), the 85-year history of the sheet 
will be dramatized, winding up just 
before Christmas with a full-hour 
show. Nelson has just completed a 
year’s collaboration with the Chron- 
icle, a relationship now definitely 
cemented and expected to continue 
indefinitely. Also has an annual 
Christmas tieup with the News, giv- 
ing three of the city’s four dailies 
access to NBC air. 

The Call-Bulletin recently figured 
prominently in the CBS-KSFO orbit 
with draft and election cooperative 
coverage. Paper’s NBC series came 
as no surprise to KSFO’s Lincoln 
Dellar, however, who sees a. logical 
trend in these affiliations and points 
out that his station also has a work- 
ing agreement with the Examiner, al- 
though latter veered to KFRC for 
election night airings. 

As Dellar sées it, ‘a sincere effort is 
being made by the press and radio 
in San Francisco to find a permanent 
formula for mutual cooperation.’ 
This does not necessarily mean ex- 








+ 





Clusive tieups, nor on the other hand 
does it indicate an attitude of shop- | 
ping around. Each event is being 
decided on its merits and worked 
out accordingly, Dellar feels. 

So far as the KSFO exec is con- 
cerned, the so-called press-radio 
feud plays no part in the local pic- 








ture. ‘I've only been here a year,’ ) 


he comments, ‘but I have never been 
aware that any so-called feud exists 
between press and radio in San Fran- 
cisco. While the two media are, of 
course, commercial competitors, there 
does exist a definite appreciation on 
both sides, I believe, of the value that 
each can be to the other.’ 





Okay for Brownwood, Texas 

Brownwood, Tex., Nov. 12. 
The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has granted the application 
of the Brown County Broadcasting 
Co., for a new station to be built 
here. Station will operate on 1350 

ke. with 500 watts unlimited time. 
Brown County Broadeasting Co. is 
composed of J. B. McBeath, Wendell 
Mayes, Joe N. Wetherby and B. P. 





Bludworth. 


Jeanne Campbell Raises Question 
If Autry Part of Cole Is Available 








WGAR EXPANDS | expanding its affiliate list. Word has | 


| 


come to Mutual that a minimum of | 

Cleveland CBS Affiliate Leases More | five Of its stations have been ap-| of copyright clearance for the Mu- 

Space in Statler Hotel fervor with propositions about | tual Network, has raised the ques- 

— switching and it has answered in- | tion as to whether the works of Gene 

ons Cleveland, Nov. 12. | quiries trom that sector with the|Autry in the M. M. Cole catalog can 
R, local CBS affiliate, is in- | : 

Stalling new master control, pow | Hemant that there is nothing to; be made available to Broadcast Mu- 

speech input equipment and exten-/| prevent these stations from going’ sic, Inc., subscribers since the cow- 


sive studio alterations and renova- over to NBC so long as they grant boy singer-composer is still a mem- 
tions, besides leasing additional space | 


for new studios in the Statler hotel. | MBS equal contractual terms. 

Hope to have the work completed | | The outlets that Mutual claims to | 

by Dec. 15, the station’s lvth anni- | have been approached by NBC in- | 

versary. ; ; /clude WSIX, Nashville; WMBL, | formation on to Mutual member sta- 
New equipment being obtained | Greenville, S. C.; WRAL, Raleigh:|tions in bulletin form. 

from RCA. R. Morris Pierce, the | WAIR, Winston-Salem, and WSTP,| The Autry repertoire forms an im- 

station’s chief engineer, is in charge | portant portion of the Cole catalog. 





posers, Authors and _ Publishers. 
After discovering the anomaly Mrs. 
Campbell last week passed this in- 


| Salisbury. 
of the work. } papain 











ber of the American Society of Com- | 


Jeanne Campbell, who js in chargeBMI has a 10-year deal with Cole, 


| with the latter collecting a minimum 
| of $20,000 a year for its performing 
| rights. 

| A survey made by Mutual of mu- 
sic broadcast by it during the past 
six months disclosed that over 95% 
‘of it is under the control of ASCAP 
members, 





New York.—Robert Kaplan new 
, assistant to Lyn Murray, a musical 
,director at CBS. He’s a musician 
and son of Ben Kaplan, radio col- 
/umnist of the Providence Bulletin 
'and Journal. Mary Day, Murray’s 
| secretary, has resigned to return to 
| her home in Chicago. 











SAM...1 SOMETIMES 
WONDER, HAVE WE 
PICKED A 


VITAL SPOT? 


























“Sandwich’ your message in 
the really VITAL SPOTS 





VERY DAY comes new rroof this story does indicate what a 


E 


turns advertisers obtain from 


of the consistently large re- jewel of ateception advertisers 
get from NBC spot markets. 

the active audience of the 17 A performance like this isn’t 
NBC vital spots. For example: just occasional, either. It's re- 


An NBC client recently made 


peated over and over again 





a one-announcement offer on by every one of these 17 sta- 50 NoHOUsE rane ° Clevelang 
a single morning broadcast over tions, exclusively represented Boe ate aoe {Sve 
station WJZ. The response to- by NBC. Perhaps that's why ican ay ke hae 
talled well over 3000 requests more advertisers have used 10,000 YY eee Paherns 
and the offer wasn't diamonds these vital spots this year than eine Praia tee hs Moyne 
either, merely a booklet. But ever before. 2,000 Wane pyran e 




















The NBC 
Clevelang 


formation . 
Cand WMAL 


Spot Specioliss in 


'NSton, Denve 
n GNny or oll of 


Will soon beop 


"Wr 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporatien of America Service 


Watts— 1070 k 


New Yo 
’ or 
these 


erating with 


















ghicoae Son Fy 
YWood, wi 
NBC Re.” wil 


Give vy 
Presented s+..." 


5, 000 warts 


full jp 
Stations. ae 


Sey ond night 




















by fa 


htc SE 
# BOM ere 


+ 





\ 


42 RADIO 


VARIETY Wednesday, November 13, 1949 





e 








Continued 





into the R.A.F. Four men in the! ship of any he has seen, Severeid were withdrawn.’ 


band were also going.’ 

Severeid's colleagues at CBS say 
he has grown more mature.and seri- 
ous in the last year, during which 
he covered the fall of France, fled 
to England and went through months 
of London bombings. He is inclined 
to doubt that he has changed appre- 
ciably, but on reflection he admits 
that his viewpoint has altered some- 
what. 

‘After you've been through this 
thing they call total war you're apt 


to have different standards,’ he ex- | 


plained slowly. 
the homes 


‘When you've seen 
of civilians destroyed, 
hospitals bombed and _ helpless 
women and children killed in the 
streets and in air raid shelters you 
have a new idea of what's important. 
I don’t think I'll ever care much 
about non-essentials again. I don’t 
believe I'll ever again be impressed 


Eric Severeid Talks 





from page 3 





‘Of course, all censorship is 
bad from a reporter's standpoint,’ he 
adds. ‘There is essentially a conflict 
of interest between the censor and 
the reporter. But the English have 


| thinks. 


the most satisfactory system I've 
seen, They have regular BBC cen- 
sors assigned to us radio men. 


They're young fellows with whom 
we've worked for some time. We've 
|gotten to know each other and, 
while there are occasional squables, 
we get on very well on the whole. 

Censorship in France was a head- 
ache. Severeid said, adding that 
from what he has been told condi- 
tions in Germany are extremely ag- 
‘gravating. ‘It’s almost impossible to 


a 


| He has more influence with the Bel- | 
gians or Dutch than their own rulers | 
have or had. United States recogni- 
tion is the only thing that’s keeping 
the Vichy government in power— 
|they’'d collapse immediately if it 





From the Production Centres 


Roaaaaaad 





$44+444. 


With him in New York on leave, 


Yr , y a 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 

|CBS is understaffed in London, Seve- | fl P . - 

lreid asserts. ‘It leaves only Murrow! Betty Dennis and Stanley Richard doing interview shows with legit 
and Larry Le Seur to cover things | names Sunday nights over WEVD....Elliott M. Sanger, WQXR executive 
there. It wasn’t bad when there were | vice-prez, guest speaker on the debut program of ‘America Speaks’ serj 

| three of us, although when things got A : ; both tlet eae es 
‘hot we were kept busy handling the °VeT rival station WNYC....both outlets specialize in classical music, ,,, 
16 or 17 broadcasts a week. But I | Charita Bauer, youngster on ‘Orphans of Divorce,’ currently written out of 
should be getting back as soon as | the script, but is emoting on ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and ‘Set Sail’... Harold 


possible to take the pressure off Ed | Vermilyea recovered from rheumatic ailment in Medical Arts hospital 
and Larry—and to. give them a and back in cast of ‘Stella Dallas’....Raymond Bramley added to same 
‘chance to come over here on leave. | show....Andy Sannella, maestro of ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,’ renting 


Larry will make the trip as soon as | his yacht for Florida cruises. 
I go back, but I don’t know when Ed | Town Hall tossed cocktail rally yesterday to launch .its sixth year on 
| will come. He doesn’t want to leave. | nRC_. the 20th anniversary of KDKA was another opening for a scotch 


Bill Shirer is coming back from Ber- | 4nq soda social event being staged by NBC on the roof garden of Radio 
lin during the winter, and he prob-| city last week... 


'ably won’t return. Columbia is send- 


get any news out of Berlin, because ing someone to replace him. 
the Nazis have throttled the press to! 
such an extent there's practically no 
truth anymore—only propaganda. In ; . 
France everything was demoralized | °@st for the night we generally go 


Murrow’s Top-Down Yen 
‘When we've made our final broad- | 


Red Barber and Stan Lomax m. c¢.’s on ‘To the Victor,’ new musical 
show Saturday nights over Mutual....Ed Mayehoff, Guy Lombardo re. 
mote, Morton Gould, ‘Sheep and Goats Club,” ‘University Life,’ ‘Laugh 
and Swing Club,’ ‘Symphonic Strings’ and ‘Rendezvous with Ramona’ all 


| Shifted to new times over Mutual....Louis Wolfe, public school teacher, 


‘after the invasion of the Low Coun- 


by phonies—either in Europe or here 
at home. Everyone over there has 
narrow escapes from death every 
day. It can’t help but change your | 
outlook, give you a new perspective.’ | 

Mrs. Severeid, a pretty, smiling, 
brunet who during the conversation 
had been re-typing a magazine ar- 
ticle for her husband, turned at this 
point and remarked, ‘That Chinese 
boy in Shanghai expressed it. Al-,| 
though the Japanese were occupying | 
the city he remained there. He ex-! 
plained it to us by saying, ‘To eat is 
important. That’s what we mean by 
fundamentals.’ 

British Censorship is O.K. 
The British have the best censor- | 





tries. No one knew anything, but 
rumors spread and grew more fan- 
tastic by the hour, 


F. D. R. Is Really Mr. Big 

Severeid thinks that an appeal 
from President Roosevelt is prob- 
ably the only thing that can save 
Reynaud, Blum and the other former 
heads of the French government 
from being shot by the Vichy offi- 
cials. ‘People in this country have 
no conception of the popularity, 
prestige and influence that Roosevelt 
has among the people of Europe,’ 
he said. ‘The President is a bigger 
man to the French than any of their 
present or former government heads. 
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We have been broadcasting over WBBM for 





eight years and spend all but 20% of our 
advertising dollar on radio broadcasting. 


And we have spent more money on WBBM 
than any other station. 


Results obtained 
sin and southern 


over the state of Wiscon~- 
Illinois, in direct re~ 


sponse to our WBBM advertising, were so 
great we found it necessary to open new 
stores in Milwaukee and in Peoria, 


October 1 of this year we entered into our 
largest WBBM contract consisting of four 


and one-half hour 
week. Already my 


‘-s of broadcasting per 
reports from our stores 


show an increase. 


Each year finds our business growing. 


annual volume is 
dollars. 


_ 
- 


Ou 
now around two million 


The only trouble with that in- 


creased volume is that we have more money 
to spend for advertising and we would like 


to buy more at times on WBBM. 


This isn't 


so easy to do with the tight schedule 
prevailing there. 






ME 


A. BLINDER 
President, General Manager 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System... Represented by 


RADIO SALES: New York, Chicago, Detroit, $t. Lovis, Charlotte. Los Angeles, San Francisco 


| around the corner somewhere for a 
| drink, sometimes with the BBC cen- 
{sor boys. We put on our tin hats 
|and, if there’s a raid in progress, 
| scurry through the darkened streets, 
| clinging to the sides of buildings and, 
| when shrapnel burst overhead, dodg- 
ling into doorways. For a time Ed 
| Murrow used to go out in his road- 

ster, with the top down, and ride 
| around the city late at night. He got 
{some great stories that way, but we 
| finally persuaded him to stop. 
|} was too dangerous.’ 

Contrary to tradition, the way to 
| get revealing news past the censors 
| isn’t by using slang or idiomatic 
|phrases, Severeid says. ‘If you use 
'slang they're suspicious, and either 
delete it or make you explain it,’ he 
points out. ‘The only way to slip 
things past them is to say something 
in a way that looks innocuous on 
paper, but will convey added mean- 
ing when heard over the air. For 


the German capital was so quiet you 
could hear scarcely a sound. Then 
he added that it was so quiet that 
business men from the Ruhr were 


man censors had obviously passed it, 
but there it was—indicating the dam- 
age the British raids were doing in 
the Ruhr industrial areas. 


Fooling the Kiddies 





fugitive French government I did 


continued. ‘I was talking from a 
room jammed with French army 
officers. They were all terribly ex- 
cited. Nobody knew exactly what 
was going to happen, but it was ob- 
vious that the new government was 
going to capitulate. I didn’t dare 
say that. They were so excited there 
is no telling what they would have 
done to me. So I told about the 


cabinet. 
ently harmless 
anti-French. 


and certainly 


was abandoning resistance.’ 

Severeid is positive 
can’t conquer England. He isn’t 
sure how the war will end, when the 
British will be able to take the of- 
fensive, or even if they’ll ever be 
able to. But he says that the Ger- 
mans can’t invade England until 
they master the R.A.F, ‘They’re not 
doing that,’ he says. ‘In fact, the 
|R.A.F. is growing stronger. 

‘You can’t conquer those British. 

hey’re the most magnificent fight- 
ers, the most heroic people who ever 
lived. You can’t imagine the cour- 
| age they show day after day and 
| night after night. Their homes are 
destroyed and their friends and rela- 
| tives killed, but they only become 
| more determined. They have a con- 
; tempt for the Germans that is pro- 
| found and that grows the longer the 





war lasts, the more devastating it 
; becomes, 
‘Of course there is tremendous 


| damage to England and to London, 
particularly the East End and the 
great docks and industrial areas 
there. But the primary industries 
are still operating. The Germans 
can’t stop them. Life is going on. 
People go about their jobs. They 
lose sleep, their homes are bombed, 
their cities are damaged. But they 
will not quit and they won't be dis- 
couraged. The Nazis will never beat 
them.’ 


Severeid, a tall, lean, dark-haired 
man with deep, direct gaze, a jut- 
ting chin and an air of calm, quiet 
friendliness, is inclined to be serious 
and, despite his belief that his ex- 





| matured him, he looks older than his 


| 
| 27 years. 


It | 


instance, during a recent broadcast | 
from Berlin, Shirer said that, despite | 
British claims of raids over the city, | 


coming there to get sleep. The Ger- | 


‘When I was in Bordeaux with the | 


a broadcast one Sunday,’ Severcid | 


pacifist, pro-Hitler or Fascist back- | 
ground of each member of the new | 
It was all factual, appar- | 
not | 
But it got across the | 
unmistakable implication that France | 


the Nazis | 


periences of the last year have not | 


doing ‘Let’s Get Together,’ moppet studio participating stanza Sundays 
over WINS....Alois Havrilla to announcing staff of WOR. 


Wrongly reported in this column that Sherman K. Ellis was dissolved 
in Albany....White & Case, attorneys, merely filed Oct. 28 for extension 
of purposes and Nov, 1 for other corporate changes and issuance of new 
stock. 


Ruth Howard, daughter of Comedian Tom Howard, and Sanford Dick. 
inson were in New York over the week-end auditioning for a metropolitan 
department store a program scripted by Peggy Schuyler, fashion writer 
for magazines. It’s titled ‘Have a Time For Yourself in New York’, Miss 
Howard and Dickinson have been broadcasting for an Albany women’s 
store. 


George Zachary back again as director of Campbell's ‘Short, Short, Story’ 
for the show’s final weeks....Radio Monde, French language fan mag pub- 
lished in Quebec, may publish an edition in English...-.Procter & Gamble 
may send ‘Truth or Consequence’ to originate from various cities. Would 
| be policy departure for the account....Diana Bourbon will direct the new 
| ‘Campbell ‘Playhouse’ series Friday nights....Lyn Murray composed the 
special theme music for ‘Second Wife,’ new General Foods serial on the 
Coast. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


When prankster at KNX hung a black crepe on the door of Don Thorne 
burgh’s office exec allowed it to stay. He was schoolmate of Willkie’s 
and best man at his wedding and plenty disappointed at election....Tom 
| Harrington planed in, looked around and planed right back again.... 
NBC’s James McConnell stopped over on his swigg of the country in the 
interest of the net’s national spot and local sales....Bob- McAndrews 
esconced as NBC sales promotion manager, succeeding Charles Brown, now 
head man of the department in New York....John Swallow told the 
Women’s Press Club of Hollywood just how this radio biz operates.... 
Some years ago Ben Alexander was a kid film star at $1,500 a week but 
was yanked from the cinema by his ma for more schooling. Later when 
he reached the awkward stage (for picture work) he went to work for 
Union Oil at $9 a week. This week he goes back to work for the petrol 
outfit as announcer on its radio program, That gives him five commercials 
....Richfield Reporter, for years the Coast’s 10 p. m. newscast habit, reels 
| off its 3,000th broadcast Nov. 26. NBC spreads the program to an hour for 
| salutes from dignitaries up and down these Pacific-washed shores....Old 
timers in radio are being rounded up by 20th-Fox for ‘The Great Americag 
Broadcast,’ according to a studio announcement. Over at NBC is Vaughn 


deLeath, one of the real vets, yet she has not been called in for an inter- 
view. 


\IN CHICAGO... 


Capt. Sam Thompson, organizer, manager and tenor of the Cadets quar- 
| tet, leaves to go into active army duty at Ft. Benning. He will be replaced 
| in‘the quartet by Kenneth Morrow....Eva Pownall added to cast of ‘Story 
of Bud Barton,’ William Green and Herb Butterfield to ‘Jack Armstrong’ 
and Henry Hunter to ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’....Mary Patton into cast 
of ‘Bachelor’s Children’ and Alice Hill to ‘Helen Trent’....Dorothy Ruse 
| sell, former warbler with Horace Heidt orchestra, now on WJJD with @ 
twice-weekly vocal series with Priscilla Holbrook. Set through WJJD 
musical director, Ben Kanter....Bob Gately goes on the Carnation show 
| replacing Larry Taylor as vocalist, 
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it Be: squab listens intently to 
the scout’s report. In crash- 
ing a line or a market, you get 

farther when you know just what you re up 
against. We consider it our responsibility 
to present an accurate picture of the factors 
that can contribute to the successful use of 
radio in the markets we represent. 


JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY 


National Representatives of Radio Stations 
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~ Dick Richards on National Unity 





: ; Detroit, Nov. 12. 
From his home in Beverly Hills, G. A. ‘Dick’ Richards, pioneer 


proadcaster, last week wired his colleague, Leo Fitzpatrick, at WJR 
Detroit, on the subject of national unity. Fitz had copies of the tele- 
gram reproduced and given to every employe. The telegram is rep- 
resentative of the present disposition of far-seeing business men to do 
their part in healing recent election wounds. It follows: 

‘Dear Fitz: Now that the election is over and the majority of the 
American people have chosen President Roosevelt for another term. I 
wish you would call your organization together and have a heart ‘to 
heart talk with them and pledge our support ‘o the President. Will 
you please suggest that it is my wish that they all forget any differ- 
ences they might have had and, remembering that we are all good 
Americans, start immediately to coopéfate with any program that the 
administration sees fit to lay down to the end that our country may 
become so well fortified and strong, both from an armament standpoint 
and also from within, that no dictator will dare to attack us. We must 
all pull together. The President has declared definitely against Com- 
munism, Fascism and Nazism, and has definitely pledged our people 
to keep them out of foreign wars and to do everything in his power 
to unite our people. It is up to us all to do our very best to contribute 
anything we can to help him accomplish his goal for the good of our 
country. I congratulate the President on his victory, although I did 
not believe the American people would elect any man for a third term. 

With my very best wishes for the health of everyone connected with 
WJR, I am 

Sincerely yours, 


G. A. Richards. 








ences 


(BS Color Affects Television Rules, ’ 
Still Purposefully Not Defined 


Washington, Nov. 12. | increase the number of lines in or- 
television, probably identical with | Chances of standardization at this 
; ‘ | point remain remote. Regulators 

the proposals rejected last spring for 


persist in the view that there are 
fear of freezing the art and remov- too many potentialities which have 
ing incentive to research, will be 


‘not been completely explored to 
laid before the Federal Communi- | Warrant fixing any definite yard- 
cations Commission at huddie set Some relaxation of the ban against 
for Jan. 20, but the regulators are | commercial operation is figured pos- 
not disposed to place formal ap- | sible, however. The Commish fac- 

<a Pra TE , tion which hopped all over Radio 
proval on any particular technique 
even yet. 

Informal parley with the industry | 


Corporation of America last spring 
experts has been called by the | 


is reported to be disappointed over 
Commish at the instigation of the 


the slow progress since the rules 
suddenly were revised, so that some 
National Television Systems Com- 
mittee now that the Radio Manu- 


industry watchers feel there are 
| grounds for hoping money-making 
oF pas Bice under restrictions and close super- 
facturers Association is pressing | vision may now be permitted. 
caer Ener for standardization of If the Commish indicates displeas- 
visual broadcasting. As far as the ure because visual service has not 
FCC is concerned, the objective is 
to hear latest reports from the 
technicians and look into such ques- 


| progressed more, it is highly proba- 
tions as the prospects of building 


ble some of the manufacturers will 
fire back a new appeal for relaxa- 
receivers capable of picking up more 
than one breed of signal and the 


tion of the curb resulting from pique 

{at RCA. This subject is not sched- 

“aja uled for discussion, however, and 

outlook for color transmission. only technical angles are due to be 
In some circles it is felt that the 
added clarity and sharpness result- 
ing from color pictures (developed 


taken up. 
by Peter Goldmark of CBS) may 


The Commish is particularly anx- 

ious to get the engineers’ ideas about 
simplify some of the allocation prob- 
lems. By making it unnecessary to 





color pictures. At this point, it is 
recognized bugs have not been 
eliminated and considerable research 
a memes tid adjustment still must be ac- 

| complished. But the regulators want 
to find out the best guesses of the 
technicians for guidance in evolv- 


M A RK T | N S ing the still-changing license policy. 


“TEXACO STAR THEATRE,” Regina, Sask.—Maurice Reynolds, 


announcer, and Harold Law, cashier, 
woe. Say both of CKCK, Regina, have left 


with the Royal Canadian Air Force 




















r ALSO for an eastern Canadian training 
“LOUISIANA PURCHASE,” center. 
Imperial, N. Y. aida 
Vocal Arrangements and Direction by |} | St. Louis.—Francis P. Douglas, 





HUGH MARTIN 
Personal Management 


FRED STEELE 
9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
Suite 604 COlumbus 5-2142 


city editor of the St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat for 16 years now news 
commentator at KMOX. Douglas 
| succeeds Harry W. Flanney, now in 
i Berlin for CBS. 
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SHOWMANSHIP ALL OVER 


Discs, Films Tell Girls How To Be 
More Devastating 





May Variety Continue to Be a Thorn 
To All Phonies, Wires Major Ridge 


and the lessons are free, are a new (The following from the| interpretation, by encouraging 
angle in merchandising claimed by 0 wner-operator of WBIG, »roadcasting by civic, educational 
the Boston Store to be the first time | Greensboro, N. C., was received @nG charity organizations, and by 
n Store to be the first time | G eens 0, WV. ©, Was Tecewed treating the little fellow equally as 
in cosmetic history. Rose Laird, skin im New York on Monday (11) well as the great. We believe the 
authority, appearing in person in| and refers to the editorial ‘Ra- American public has a right to be 
the department store, hands out the | dio’s Future and the Middle heard as well as to listen and that 
' se _ be , : the best public service is the best 
dises gratis to purchasers of her | Class’ in the Nov. 6 VARIETY. | besineen. 
cosmetics, one side of the pancake (Postal Telegraph) | Then along comes something to en- 
giving ‘Young Skin Counsel,’ the Greenboro, N. C. courage us, like your piece in 
other side ‘3 Minute Facial ‘ and 


Editor, VARIETY: VARIETY, . 
Contour Exercise for Adult Skin| After re-reading your editorial of . May you continue to be a thorn 
Transparency.’ 


/November 6th, it behooves me to !" the side of all phonies. 

Just to make her showmanship | thank you for it. At times we get, (Signed) Edney Ridge. 
complete, Miss Laird shows a natu-/| blue and begin to believe we are 
ral color rmfiotion picture depicting | suckers for putting accent on public! 
her ‘approach to cosmetic problems | interest. Necessity and convenience' Regina, Sask—New announcer at 
and the art of correct make-up.’ in their true sense, according to our’ CKCK, Regina, is George Davies. 


=3_ 





Milwaukee, Nov. 12. 
Beauty instructions on platters in 
the privacy of milady’s own boudoir, 























«s+ WCAU went before the voters too ..« before the 


electorate of listeners in a Philadelphia station popu- 
larity poll. WCAU was elected! As usual since 1928, 
WCAU was the People’s Choice. Plurality: 32.7% more 


regular listeners than any other Philadelphia station. 


PHILADELPHIA'S ONLY 
50,000-WATT CLEAR 
CHANNEL STATION 





Reuben Donnelley made the survey, covering a radius 
of 30 miles. For complete details get a copy ef 
WCAU's booklet, “The People’s Choice.” 
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Extensive Assortment of Accts., But 


San Francisco Totals Off 3.1%, 


+ 


San Francisco, Nov. 12 

Frisco radio circles electrified this 
week by announcement that NBC’s 
new four-story KGO-KPO headquar- | 
ters have been given the go-ahead, 
with ground-breaking Thursday (14), 
as detailed elsewhere in this issue. | 
Otherwise, things back on even keel | 
now that election is history. 

Novelty of the week is Al Nelson's 
effort to sell some late time on the 
Blue with the tri-weekly showcasing | 
of a stripper at 10 p.m. Tabbed ‘The | 
Five Edwards,’ it features an au-| 
thentic theatrical family—John and | 
Edna Edwards and their offspring. 
Jack, 20; Sam, 18, and Florida, 17— | 
playing themselves from scripts by | 
Sam Dickson. Cameron Prud’homme | 
producing. 

Amazing bit of NBC production is 
buildup being given Walter Herbert's 
Sinfonietta series which ride the 
Blue out of Frisco starting Monday 
(18). Solely because she is inter- 
ested in the promotion of good music 
here, and because she likes Al Nel- 
son, Mrs. M. C. Sloss, wife of a local | 
judge and prominent in social affairs, | 
has made herself a one-woman com- | 
mittee to notify schools and music} 
groups and other people of impor-| 
tance to get behind the series. Cur- | 
ran Swint of War Memorial Opera | 
house has contributed his music list! 
for direct-mail contact of music lov- | 
ers, advising them of times and sta- | 
tions. 

KFRC: U. S. Playing Card Co., 
through J. Walter Thompson, 78 one- | 
minute spots; Charles Brown & Sons | 
(department store), through LaBess- | 


| 


Eisen, 10 participations, ‘Morning 
Hostess’; Denalan Co. (dental plate 
cleanser), through Rufus | 


Rhoades, | 
four spots; Langendorf-United Bak-! 
eries, through Leon Livingston, 12 
spots; Hale Bros, (department store), 
through Theodore Segall, eight spots; 
Gardner Nursery, through Northwest 
Radio, six five-minute spots: Wood 
Briquettes, Inc., through Emil Rein- 
hardt, Oakland, 157 spots. 

KSFO: America First Committee, | 
through BBD&O, five quarter-hours; 


American Popcorn, through Bucha- 
nan-Thomas, Omaha, four spots; 


Beech-Nut Packing, through Newell- 
Emmett, N. Y., five spots weekly, 13 
weeks; Blue Ribbon Books, through 
Northwest Radio, Seattle, six spots; 


Compagnie Parisienne, through | 
Northwest Radio, six five-minute 


spots; Jack Davis Co. (clothiers), di- | 
rect, three spots weekly, six weeks; 
Farnsworth Television & tadio 
Corp., through N. W. Ayer & Son, | 
N. Y., 16 chainbreaks covering six 
weeks; Flamingo Sales Co. (for nail 
polish), through Miltcn Weinberg, | 
Los Angeles, two spots weekly. 52 
weeks: Gas Appliance Society, 
through Jean Scott Frickelton, 21 
spots and one week’s participation in 
‘Housewives Protective League’: 


Pillsbury Flour Mills (for Globe 
A-1), through Dan B. Miner, Los 


Angeles, five quarter-hours weekly, 
13 weeks, ‘Editor’s Daughter’; Grove’s 
Bromo Quinine, through J. Walter 
Thompson, N. Y., three 10-minute 
newscasts weekly, 26 weeks; Langen- 
dorf-United Bakeries, through Leon 
Livingston, seven spots weekly, six 
weeks; Luden’s, Inc. (for cough} 
drops), through J. M. Mathes, N. Y., | 
three nighttime chainbreaks weekly, | 
13. weeks; Manhattan Soap (for 
Sweetheart soap), through Franklin | 
Bruck, three quarter-hour newscasts 
per week, eight weeks, and six quar- 
ter-hour newscasts per week, 13 
weeks: Mission Packing, 
Dana Jones, L. A. 14 
spots; Musterole Co., through Erwin- 
Wasey, five spots weekly, 26 week: 


through 


one-minute 


Packard Motor Car Co., through 
Young & Rubicam, 20 one-minute 
spots: Pillsbury Flour, through 
Hutchinson Adv., Minneapolis, six 
participations weekly, ‘Housewives 
Protective League,” 15 weeks: Piso 


Co., through Lake-Spiro-Shurman, 
Memphis, five spots weekly, 26 weeks: 


W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co., throuch Rus- | 


sel M. Seeds, Chicago, six spots week- 
ly, 52 weeks; Vick’s Cough 


three spots weekly, 16 wecks. 


| Nov. 9 Compared to Nov.2 | 
Network Local National 





Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

11,960 4,094 2,558 18,612 

12,510 4,201 - 2,494 19,205 

—4.47 —2.5% +2.6% —3.1% 

(ncluded: KFRC KwCO, KJBS. KPO, 
KSFO) 





New York—Sylvia Ansen, formerly 
with the Women’s Exchange Revue, 


Drops, | 
through Morse International, N. Y.,| 


'Stores, Politics Up 
Baltimore Grosses; 





SAN LUIS REY MODERN 
WITH RADIO ON JO 


Seattle, Nov. 12. 
KIRO scooped local radio on the 


coverage of the collapse of the $6,- | 


suspension bridge 
over Puget Sound, third’ largest 
of its kind in the world, last 
week. The program was fed t> a 
cross-country CBS hookup. 

With Maurie Rider, KIRO’s chief 
announcer, on shore, and Carrol 
Foster in a plane overhead broad- 
casting by shortwave, the station de- 
scribed the event as the bridge con- 
tinued to break up and fall in the 
water. Senator Homer Bone was also 
brought in for some comment, 


400,000 narrows 





Baltimore, Noy. 12 


Politics again dominated the radio | 
ipicture here last week, with both) 
' network and local units mounting in | 
Jerking around of | 
national | 
im- | 
| provement anticipated by all stations | Local big made a slick gain of 


'18.6% here, helping gloss over the 
losses felt in other categories Mue 


| healthy manner. 
schedules took its 


spot activity, 


toll of 
but considerable 


| following the election. 


18 announcements over 


fore. 


| the current upswing in biz. 
| time, 


with store execs 


| bilities of air for tapping plentiful 
'dough turned loose hereabouts by 


| extra heavy defense spending. 


| WBAL started its ballyhoo wrapped 
around its recent grant of 50,000 


| 
* watts by splurging with a full-page 
B B ARD K ad in the affiliated Hearst News-Post, 
illustrating the new towers and 


SAN FRANCISCO 
EDIFICE 


San Francisco, Nov. 12. 
Ground-breaking for new $1,150,- 
000 four-story NBC radio headquar- 





ters at Taylor and O'Farrell takes 
place Thursday (14). New edifice 
will give Frisco a modern, 100% 


radio plant. Go-ahead on the project 
was flashed to Al Nelson, KGO-KPO 
chieftain last week from New York 
by Niles Trammell, web 


of Directors brings to reality a dream 
for which Nelson has battled ever 
since his arrival here in October a 
year ago. Total of 38 sites were in- 
spected and rejected by Nelson be- 
fore present spot was picked. 

With exception of a public garage 


occupying the basement, which will | 


have a street-level on one side en- 
trance due to hilly terrain, the struc- 
ture will be occupied exclusively by 
NBC. Albert F. Roller is architect, 
with Barrett & Hilp general contrac- 
tors handling the job which is ex- 
pected to consume 10 months. Web 
will move in next September. 


Service station and tire repair shop | 


currently occupying site are already 


on the move and Thursday’s ground- | 


breaking will be a posh affair. En- 
tire Frisco NBC staff of more than 
250 will be on hand with picks, 
shovels and construction equipment. 


California’s Governor Olson, Frisco’s | 


Mayor Angelo Rossi and a host of 
other dignitaries will also attend as 
well as newsreelers and press reps. 


Affair, of course, will be fully cov- | 


ered by 
noon. 
Promotion sidelight is that all per- 
sons attending ceremonies will be 
made charter members of Frisco’s 
first Sidewalk Superintendents’ club. 
Special membership cards with coat- 
of-arms bearing picks and shovels 
will be handed out, a convenient 
observation gallery will be provided 
and the club will remain active 
throughout the entire 10-month con- 
struction period. 
New building 
Streamline in 


NBC and kicks off at high 


will be modified- 


throughout and making liberal use 
of glass brick and tile. Site to be 
oct upied is 137 by 137. 

Executive and administrative of 


fices will be on the fourth floor, with 
most of the 10 studios spotted on the 


second shelf. Third tier will be de- 
voted principally to programmin 
and related services. 


Announcement that final approval 
had come threugh put entire 
quarters at 111 Sutter in festive 
'mood. Shift will terminate 13 years 
in present quarters, long since out- 
grown. 


Bercovici on WSAY 
| Rochester, N. Y., Nov, 12. 
| B. S. Bercovici, news commenta- 


'|tor, returned to the air yesterday 


| (11) over WSAY, Rochester. Spon- 


{sor for 26-week period is National | 


|Clothing Co., Rochester, marking | 
first time this men’s store, long goal 


of local radio stations, has taken to 
the air. 

Deal was closed direct by Winston 
S. Thornburg and Mort Nusbaum of 
WSAY. Bercovici will talk at noon 





New York, has joined the sales staff 
of WARD, Brooklyn. 


and 8:30 p.m. daily, five days a week. 
Ross Weller of WSAY staff will han- 
dle the commercials. 


prexy. | 
Long-awaited approval by the Board | 


motif, air conditioned | 


head- | 


transmitter site under construction. 
Followed up with mailed reproduc- 
tions and a special issue of studio 
| house organ, ‘Business in Baltimore,’ 


|which featured a boost from the 
|mayor and a detailed story from 
Westinghouse, entrusted with the 
building job. 

WCAO: Pacquin's Hand 
through Wm. Esty, 180 announce- 
jments starting Nov. 11: Beaumont 


| Laboratories, through H. W. Kastor, 
| 100 announcements. 

| WBAL: Jay Allen (furs), 201 an- 
}nouncements; Raymond Hughes (dia- 
|monds), through Maurice Azreal, 208 
announcements; Mano Swartz (furs), 
312 15-minute programs via Harry J. 
|Patz; Hub Dept. Store, 18 
through Louis Schechter; Jaran Mo- 


874 announcements: Koester’s Bread, 
via Carroll Jones, 32 announcements 
and 15 15-minute shows; Baltimore 
News-Post, four announcements: 
John Morrell & Co. (Red Heart Dog 
Food), through Henri, Hurst & Mce- 


| Donald, 13 100-word spots; Sherwood | 
Sant, | 
Dugdale, 301 spots and 156 15-minute | 


Bros. (gas and Van 


oil), via 


WBAL Plugs 50 Kw 


| The Hub Department Store con- | 
'tinued its radio usage by tieing up | 
WBAL on 
top of its consistent schedule hereto- 
Local department_store figures 
|are reported leading the nation in 
All sta- | 
jtions making a play for potential 
inclined to 
|take brighter attitude toward possi- 


spots | 


tors, through Cahn, Miller & Nyberg, | 


‘Wine Sponsors Increasing in N, Y: 


Monarch Buys Stanza on WMCA 





DES MOINES FAIR 





as Politics Ge 


Des Moines, Nov. 12. 


to the departure of politics. 








| 


STATIONS FOR 


} 


— DEPT. STORE 








San Antonio. Nov. 12. 


| With the coming of Thanksgiving 


and an early Christmas drive by lo- 


Cream, | cal shopkeepers, totals wiil rise to 


/new highs during tne coming weeks. 
| Celebrating their 67th anniversary 
| Joske Bros., one of the city’s largest 
department stores, placed heavy 
spot biz on all local stations calling 
‘attention to their sale. 


| Hugh A. L. Halff, president and | 


| general manager of WOAI, is cur- 
; rently in Chicago in a biz trip. 
' KONO: Model Shoe. Repair Co., 
i'three announcements per day for 
one year; Bobby's Flower Shop, two 
|announcements per day; Alamao Ra- 
'dio Co., four announcements per 
day; Joske Bros., spot announce- 
| ments both on the sale and for RCA 
|Personal Radio, three one-minute 
|announcements per day. 

WOAI: Renewal from the Borden 
Co., through Thomas F. Conroy, Inc., 
four announcements per week on 


Local Units Gain 18.6%—Others Off 


Novy. 9 Compared to Nov. 2 


rs | parties is responsible for the rest 
| periods, 
| f | WHN: Plough, Inc, through 


-_—_— 


Makers of light wines, wi : 
of late been buying more os — 
time on Gotham stations (especi- 
ally on late evening hours), agai: 
come to the fore this week. This 
time it’s the Monarch Wine Co., which 
has bought a two-hour platterized 
request program on WMCA, Stanza 
airs on Saturday nights, 8 to 10 pm 
and as part of the cost of the show 
the sponsor has had to hire two 

telephone switchboard operators to 





Network Local National Total | handle the traffic. 
Units Units SpotUnits nits) Maurice Hart emcees the program 
8,120 4,122 3,445 15,687 Each two-hour session is split up by 
9,160 3,475 3,805 1 440 sports and news flashes, the inter. 
—114% 418.6% 9.5%  —46% | ludes being labeled ‘sit-outs’ Fact 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) that the stanza is aimed at house 





Lake-Spiro-Shurman, Inc.; 52-week 
contract, 12 broadcasts weekly of 
United Press News; Gottfried Bak- 
ing Co. (Hanscom Baking Company’s 
cckes, bread and rolls), through 
Ideas, Inc., three-quarter hours 
weekly of United Press News: Goit- 
|fried Baking Co. (Golden Crust 
| Bread), ‘Junior G Men,’ 15 minutes 
| three nights weekly. ; 

WMCA: American Tobacco (Coy. 
(Lucky Strike), through Lord & 
Thomas, transcribed repeat of ‘In- 
formation Please,’ 13-week contract: 
Busch’s Credit Jewelry Company, 60 
announcements weekly, 52-week con- 





tract; Monarch Wine Co., through 
Arthur Rosenberg Co., Inc., ‘Just 
Dance,’ two-hour weekly program, 


52-week contract; Hudson-Canadian 
Fur Company, through M. R, Parry 
Agency, seven 10-minute programs 
weekly, 52-week contract; Egofoam 
Products Co. (shampoo), through 
Bob Wheaton Radio Features, par- 
ticipation in Ida Bailey’s Homemak- 
ers, 13-week contract; Hotel St. 
George, Brooklyn, renewal, partici- 
pation in ‘Rise and Whine’; Roxy 
| Theatre, through Kayton-Spiero, 13 
| announcements. 

| WNEW: National 
| Independent Voters, 
Biow Company, 10 
| (Roosevelt); Citizens 


| 





Committee for 
through The 
announcements 
Committee of 


" sadumabioas ‘ne}| Ore Thousand for Willkie, direct, 
news periods to be used up three} the 9:15 am. newscasts; Pacquins | 5-mi yram: lored 
, |Hand Cream (Thomas Leeming &|°"@ 15-minute program; Colore 
times a week: Christian Science |? | Worker i for Willl 
: Co.), through Wm. Esty, five 100-| Workers Committee for epente 
|Committee on Publication, three 15-| +?» OE egies | through J. Walter Th ion Co., on 
| minute programs; National Brewery | word announcements per week; 30 at <> See ompson oN : 
era : ations very, ° 5- . p or c Na- 
| through D. Stuart Webb .q|Farm and Home Savings & Loan Dee ge st eng canadien 


renewed 


364 quarter-hour sports reviews; 
;}Charles Gulden, Inc. (mustard), 


| through Charles W. Hoyt, 26 15-min- 
| ute shows to be utilized two a week; 
| Rosenthall’s Department Store, 52 
Sunday quarter-hour shows, through 
| Samson Feldman: Mishawake Rubber 
& Woolen Mfg. Co.. 
bell.Ewald, 18 100-word spots. 

WFBR: Renewed 
through new agency, 


on locally produced ‘Community 


News and Views,’ a nabe news 
round-up; American Chicle Co.,| 





through Camp- | 


Fels - Naptha, | 
S. E. Roberts, | 
five 15-minute participations a week | 


| Association, through John E. Zeller 
|Co., four announcements per week, 
|/26 times; Carter Products (Arrid), 
| through Small & Seiffer, Ine., three 
|}announcements per week; Carter 
|Products (Carter's Little Liver 


Pills), through Street & Finney, five | 


announcements per week; renewal 
from First Federal Savings & Loan 
Association, through Coulter-Muel- 
ler-Grinstead, quarter-hour Sunday 
newscast; renewal, through United 
Advertising Co. 1,000 announce- 
ments for Joske Bros. store. 

KABC: Election returns, San An- 
tonio Publie Service Co.; Lypsyol, 


tional Committee, direct, one half- 
|hour program; Associated Willkie 
| Clubs, through Young & Rubicam, 
eight announcements; Cromwell 
| Campaign, through Halpern Adver- 
| tising Agency, six announcements; 
Committee of Democratic Business- 
;men for Willkie, through Grady & 
| Wagner, half-hour program and four 
} announcements; Citizens Information 
| Committee of New Jersey, through 
| Charles Dallas Reach, five announce- 
| ments: New York Republican State 
| Committee, through J. Walter 
| Thompson Co., four announcements, 
| National Committee of Independent 











| through Badger, Browning & Hersey, through Wm. Esty, 70 announce-| Voters, through The Biow Company, 
| three five-minute newscasts a week:| ments; Dibble Toy Store, 30 an-| 12 announcements (Roosevelt). 
oe momemes, through le &|nouncements; Wolff-Marx Depart-|/— Nov. 9 Compared to Nov. 2 
inney, ive iveé-minute s VS | -mi ee ACS, —__—— 
— vi mn ute shov s a | ment Store, three five-minute and Network Local National Total 
| week; BC Remedies renewed two an-| one quarter-hour program; S. H. . t { 
ate  laies a ya er , " , Units Units Spot Units Units 
nouncements daily and participation | Kress Co., 10 announcements on 9% 10.900 8 342 19.437 
|on Ralph Powers’ daily early a.m., opening of new store; Dr. A. W. 48 11.210 8978 20.283 
| program, through Harvey Massen-| Montgomery, 260 five-minute pro- ~ 93°, yor “48 
|gale. fore. |grams; San Antonio Musie Co., 16 ; ser sei 
1] Nov. 9 Compared to Nov. 2 || Guarter-hour programs to be aired °No change 
|\Network Local. National Total twice weekly; Parke Laboratories (Included: WHN, WMCA, WNE" 
eee “ine ti ae (Absorbo Nose Drops), two 50-word| wexr) 
Uniis Units Spot Units Units!. ae | 
ne aa - ~ao-| announcements per day; Leslies| 
9.590 5,661 1.885 17,136 | . 
pagers nat asi Chicken Shack, one announcement | 
9.670 5.363 Oo 4 1§ 911 : YT | 
0 8° = 6 oa , |per day for one month; Martin Neal | ELABORATE FRISCO 


41.3% 


WRAL, WCAO, WCBRM, WFBI 


| election 


LOCAL UNITS SPURT 


:| 10.87, IN KANSAS CITY 


Kansas City, Nov. 12. 

General consensus finds station 
managers relieved that the political 
stress ended with the election. Pro- 
gram managers are again sleeping 
nights with last-minute changes and 
fills reduced to a minimum, as un- 
der normal conditions. 

Biz is holding its own nicely, de- 
spite the topheavy influx of political | 
time. Local biz spurting more than | 
enough to overcome dropoff of po- | 
| litical accounts, and only depart- | 
ment affected unfavorably is na- | 
tional spot, which looks to recover 


| 











| Motor Co., 


| three days. | 


Network Local National ‘Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 6,958 8,847 1,245 17,050 
| 7,192 8,659 1,401 17,252 

—3.3% 42.2% —11.1% —12% 


| WOAI) 


100-word announcement | 
daily; Bat Corrigan, two thank you} 
victory announcements; 
Alamo Jewelry Co., 100 announce- | 
ments starting the Xmas campaign; | 
Interstate Theatres, Inc., quarter-| 
hour program announcing the open-| 
ing here of the film ‘Northwest 
Mounted Police’; Boston Shoe Store, 
renewal of 100 announcements per | 
month; National” Farm Youth Con-} 





; test, 10 100-word announcements in| 





Nov. 9 Compared to Nov. 2 1 | 





(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KSA, 








Hartford—Eunice Greenwood has 
been made director of women’s pro- 





fully in a week or two. ay grams at WTHT. A graduate of the 
___ Nov. 9 Compared to Nov. 2. |, Guy Hedlund Players at WTIC, she 
Network Local National Tota) 28S _ also done dramatic work at 
Units Units Spot Units Units | WDRC. Other addition at WTHT is 
6.302 6.018 en =. | Thomas Siglin to the engineering | 
" ; 6,165 18,685 | * as | 
6.337 5,430 6.337 18 124 | aff. _Siglin, formerly of WBAB,| 
426% +10'8°% 30, 431% | Atlantic City, replaces Tom York | 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, kMgc, | WhO has shifted to WBRY, Water-| 
WDAF, WHB) "| bury. 


SCIENCE PROGRAM 


> 


San Francisco, Nov. 12 

Arnold Marquis of KGO-KPO pro- 
duction staff has been 
handle the Frisco end of ‘Unlimit 
Horizons,’ most elaborate 
show ever to get a transcontinenta 
ride out of the west. Prestige series 
debuted on NBC Friday (8) from Los 
Angeles with Dr. Robert A. Millike: 
delving into astronomy. Initial con- 
trib from this end goes eastward ov 
the Blue (15) on the topic of ‘The 
Klystron and Radio Beams.’ Fans 
will learn how the new instrument, 
developed at Stanford U. generates 
the shortest radio waves yet known 
and why. 

Series is steering clear of the aca- 
demic touch, using an 18-piece or- 
chestra under Ricardo and a dra- 
matic cast of 16 to sugar-coat the cu!- 
ture. University of California also 
figures in the feature, which comes 
under the heading of public service 
programming. 

Marquis already has U. of C. affil- 
iation, conducting an extension clas: 
in radio writing on his nights off. 
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science 
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[. A. Radio Political Gross Up 


140%, Over 


Los Angeles, Nov. 12. 
It was only natural that the unit 
count would have a minus flavor, 
what with politics out of the way and 
normalcy setting in. KNX analyzed 
election spending against what 


poured forth in 1936 and found that 
this presidential year showed a gain 
of 140%, while newspaper revenue 
declined 50%. 

Hopeful signs over the coming 
holiday season are already taking 
shape. Department stores are pre-| 
empting station breaks and partici- 
pating in the more popular co-op pro- | 
grams. Nearly all sites are antici- | 
pating new highs for the remaining 
weeks of this year. 

KHJ: Broadway Department Store, 
312 quarter-hour newscasts, through 
Lee Ringer; Greyhound Bus Lines, 
52 quarter-hour programs, through 
Beaumont & Hohman; County Coun- 
cil of American Legion, 12 spots, 
through Allied Adv.; Bullocks De- 
partment Store, 26 announcements, 
through Dana Jones; Lyon storage, 
30 spots, through BBD&O; Safeway 
Stores, 32 announcements, through 
J. Walter Thompson; Thrifty Drug, 
$0 announcements, through Milton 
Weinberg; Safeway Stores, 10 par- 
ticipations in ‘Happy Homes,’ through 
J. Walter Thompson; Forest Lawn 


Memorial Park, 26 participations in 
Eddie Albright’s program, through 
Dan B. Miner. 

KFI: Rancho Soups, 65 participa- 
tions in Art Baker's 

through Lord & Thomas; —“—" 
American Accident Insurance, 
five - minute programs, an 


Franklin Bruck; Sweetheart Soap, 22 | 
quarter-hour programs, through | 
Franklin Bruck; Beaumont Labora- | 
tories, 100 one-minute transcriptions, 
through H. W. Kastor; Vick’s Cough 
Drops, 48 one-minute transcriptions, 
through Morse International. 

KECA: Aggeler 
Co., 26 quarter-hour 
‘Garden Club of the Air,’ 
Julien Besel; Chelsea 
participations in ‘Bridge 
through Warwick & Legler; 
Products, 13 quarter-hour broadcasts 
of ‘The Family Doctor,’ 
Philip Meany; Kerwin Food Prod- 
ucts, nine quarter-hour broadcasts of 
‘Uncle Dan’s Quiz’; Downtown Busi- 
Men’s Ass’n, 26 quarter-hour 
broadcasts of ‘Cinnamon Bear’; BC 
Headache Powders, 156 quarter-hour 
broadcasts of Al Poska’s ‘Musical 
Clock,’ through Harvey-Massengale; 
3roadway Department Store, 261 
quarter-hour broadcasts of Robert 
Lee Johnson’s Bridge Club, through 
Lee Ringer. 


through 


Club,’ 


ness 


KNX: Cluett, Peabody, 78 10-min- 
ute broadcasts of ‘Nancy Dixon,’ 
through Young & Rubicam: State 


Ass’n of Architects, 13 broadcasts of 
‘What, No Architect?’ through Smith 
& Bull; Broadway Department Store, 
52 100-word announcements, through 
Lee Ringer: ag Serer Turkeys, 12 par- 
Ucipations in Fletcher Wil ley combi- 
nation, through Met Carty Co 
KFWB: Louis Wass Co., 260 = 
Ucipations in Tom Stoddard Bridge 
Club, through W. Austin Campbell; 
L. A. Examiner, five quarter- beer 
newscasts weekly, indef; Pan Pacific 
Ice Arena, 20 spots, through Allied; 

est Pico Furniture, 19 
through Allied; American Legion, 20 
spots, through Allied. 


: Nov. 9C ompared te Nov. 2 | 


spots, 


Netw ork Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

11,844 11,581 2,295 25,720 

13,172 11,922 2,213 27,307 

—10.1% —29% 43.7%  —5.8% 

(Inc luded: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KH, 
KNX) 





Winchester Wants Airer 

Lynchburg, Nov. 
Winchester may be the next vir- 
ginia burg to rate a transmitter. 
Broadcast privileges are being sought 
by Richard F, Lewis, Jr., owner of 
the station at Fredericksburg. Has 
deposited $10,000 as an earnest, and 


is readying application to the FCC. | 


Site for tower is to be bought on 
northeast edge of city. Winchester’s 
POp about 10,000, 


& Musser Seed | 
broadcasts of | 


Cigarets, 13) 
Vitamin | 


through | 


1936; Papers—50% 





SEATTLE SLOW 


All Units Under Par—KJR Lands 
‘Voice of Experience’ 








Seattle, Nov. 12. 
‘Voice of Experience,’ M. Sayle 
Taylor, is slated to be aired via KJR 
beginning Monday (18). The quar- 
ter-hour stanza will thereafter be 
heard Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day at 8:30 a.m. Albers Bros. Milling 
underwrites the series for cereals; 
| Erwin-Wasey is the agency. 
ie | Nov. 9 Compared to ‘Nov. n2 | 


cal - Total 











| Networ k Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,585 10,830 760 17,175 
5,775 10,947 777 17,499 
—3.3% —11% —2.2% —1.9% 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 





ONLY 7 WEEKS 
TO XMAS IN 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 12. 
While network and local time fell 
off this week. The slight degree of 





‘Notebook,’| the dip is indicative of the general 








healthy condition of business in all} 


| Detroit’s six stations. 
Although Christmas still is 


than seven weeks off, the store ad- 


| policy, 
nore; in that way 


| countered in 


| vertising is starting to shape up rap- | 


jidly. Stores usually herald the sea- 
{son in Detroit with a Santa 
parade on Thanksgiving, but some of 
the time buying indicates that the 


Claus | 


radio advertising for Christmas will | 


be launched over the airways several 








weeks before the newspaper cam- 
| paigns are started. 
| Nov. 9 Compared to Nov. 2 | 
Network Local ~ National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 8,404 12,691 5,469 26,564 
| 8,815 12,814 5,342 26,971 
| —4.7% —1% 424%  —15% 
(Included: CKLW. WJBK, WJR, WMBC, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 


DENVER UNITS S0-SO; 
GEN. MILLS BUYS KLZ 


| 


| reps) 








LPS 








WIOWEST ACTS Chi Waking Up From Political 
Nightmare; WMAQ.- WENR Strong 


DEAL DIRECTLY 





‘National Station Sales Repre- 


sentation Principle Ignored 


by Various Chicago Ad- 
vertisers Who Find Local 
Stations Willing to Cut 
Rates — Reps Protest Bad 
Effect on ‘Legitimate’ 
Buyers 


_—— 


LOOK FOR EDGE 





Group of Chicago accounts spe- 
| cializing in mail-pulling programs 
| have become such a serious thorn 


be the sides of station reps that the 
latter are considering co-operative | 


counteraction. If the murmuring 
heard among the station reps ma- 
terializes into some sort of action it 
will be the first time that station 
reps have got together on anything. 


Previous attempts within their ranks | 


to arouse group interest in a trade 





Cold Tablets Sponsors 
Clements Duo on WGY | 


Schenectady, Nov. 12. 
Otis and Eleanor Clements, instru- 
mentalists-singers, are doing a ‘Mid- 
Day Serenade,’ over WGY Sche- 
nectady, Monday through Friday for 
Beaumont Laboratories’ Cold Tab- 
lets. 


‘the hectic 


H. W. Kastor & Son, Chicago, ' 


placed account, running to March | 


14, 1941. 

Clementses were with Doc 
Schneider’s Texans when latter aired 
over WGY, and more recently had 
been miking on WTRY, Troy. 





DEPT. STORE 


DIVERSIFIES 
ITS RADIO 





problem have always failed because | 


one distrusted the other’s motive 
or because a leading rep firm refused 
to participate. 

These Chicago mailing-pulling ac- 
counts have made it a practice of not 
dealing with any one but the sta- 
tion direct, and the reason for this 
according to the reps, is that 
little difficulty is en- 
working out special 
deals. Often after such deals have 
been set the reps put up a stiff ar- 
gument against their acceptance, 
holding that if the details get out it’s 
going to be tough for the rep to get 
card rates for that same station. The 
reps state they have often advised 
the stations involved that they 
would rather pass up their 
commissions than have the stations 


| run this business. 





| 


} 





Buys WWL’s Miss Jeveau 
New Orleans, Nov. 12. 
Gas Appliance Co. of this city has 


| been signed to a 13-week contract 


— 


ary Nov. 12. 
Sales for the week show a shorter | 
list than usual. However, KLZ sold 
a nice contract for 150 quarter- 


hours and KFEL copped a contract 


for 13 half-hours. 
KLZ: Re put ylican State Centr al 
Committee, + se oh Ball & Davidson, 


Independent Re- 
two half-hours;: 


13 announcements; 
publican Supporters, 


Reid Murdoch & vate through Rog- 
ers & Smith, 312 announcements, to 
run one ye€a Laue r’s lowe el Vv Co 
two al ements; Campana Sale 
CK th ( A re y VI é & Ww 
] CE Ge € VI lls, } We t 
y 150 quarts five a 

week: Clayton Coal ( ig} 
I »-F re ger, 78 f 
3ender’s Bakery, 13 announcements; 
John Zink Co. and Copper Products 
Co.. through Watts, Payne agency, 26 
announcemenis. 

KFEL: Dr. Harvey Hardman, Men- 


Institute, 13 half-hours. 
Broadway Department 
Store and Paramount Boot Shop, 
through Ted Levy, 31 announce- 
ments; Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, for personal appearance of 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., 13 announcements; 
| Willard Tablet Co., 
| United Broadcasters, three 
lutes a week for one month, 
five-minutes for two months 

KOA: Denver Auto Show, 
Ball & Davidson, six announcements. 


tal Science 
one a week; 


five-min- 
and six 


through 


| Nov. 9 ‘Compared to Nov. 2 
| Network L vocal National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 8,450 4.647 1,534 14.631 
| 8,905 5,099 1,599 15,603 
151% —89% —4.1% —6.2% 
| (included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


| Sawyer Biscuit Co........ 


through First | 


by WWL calling for the services of 
Suzanne Jeveau. 

She’s conductor of 
Woman’s Forum. 


the WWL 


(the | 


merly 





Louisville, Nov. 12. 
WGRC, Louisville-New Albany, 
has the J. Bacon & Sons department 
store using two quarter-hours a day 
for a diversified outlay of entertain- 
ment, news, information, etc. First 


period is scheduled for 9 a.m. or just | WBBM for the Carson, 


as the store opens its doors, while 
the other program comes from the 
store direct. Store had previously 
confined 
announcements. 

Morning stanza consists of music, 
news bulletins, announcements of 
civic events and plugs about the 
day’s best buys. 
m.c. is again Jean Merville (Char- 
lotte Falkner), who includes inter- 
views with customers, salesclerks 
and buyers. 


stockings. 

Store cooperaies with window- 
cards and merchandising aids and 
prior to the store going on the air 


it brought buyers and sales force to- | ; . 
1g y . |a farm service period tagged 


gether to listen to auditions of the 
proposed daily setup. 





Pittsburgh.—Rosalind Kharfan, for- 


been added to the continuity depart- 
ment at WWSW here. 


Active National Spot Accounts 


(According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 
Market Cities’) 


In the afternoon the |some time the station has been open- 


| 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 
remains on a_ healthy 
‘level in Chicago’s radio field. The 
transmitters are back to normal after 
political shove-around. 
Many of the lesser stations got plenty 
of ‘additional sugar through the po- 
litical speech-making, particularly on 
the local and state elections, but the 
major stations gained little from the 


Business 


|electioneering. What they got from 


| the politicians, they lost on the com- 


| 





| three 


its radio activity to spot | 


'with WMAQ, 


mercial kick-offs. It may total to 
somewhat more coin on the politics, 
especially since the speech-makers 
even bought time not ordinarily pur- 
' chased by audience-wide commercial 
advertisers. But the collections from 
political time-buyers are not as sure 
or as guaranteed as those from rec- 
ognized agencies. Many time sales 
were to political committees which 
may or may not be in existence to- 
day, with elections over. 

Two NEC stations here, WENR and 
WMAQ, assert that October hit a 
new monthly high in spot business, 
WENR showing 172% jump over the 
same month in 1939, and KMAQ was 
up 51%. But much of this increase 
must be put down to the political 
chatter. However, both stations are 
showing healthy increases regularly. 

New business around includes 
one-minute announcements 
weekiy on WGN for Vick Chemical 
through Morse International: a series 
of time signal announcements on 
Pirie, Scott 
department store, through. the Mc- 
Junkin agency. 

Stretching the clock as a means of 
squeezing in more potential commer- 
cial time continues in this sector, 
the NBC-owned red 
outlet here, moving its opening time 
up to 6:15 a.m. starting Nov. 18. For 


|ing at 6:45 in the morning. 


Each women customer | 


interviewed gets a free pair of silk | etherer. recently boosted its schedule 


WMAQ is the second 50 kw. out- 
let in Chicago to move its opening 
time up. WGN, the Chicago Tribune 


| get-away 5:30 dawn to add a full hour 
,of corn to the farmers for Consoli- 
| dated Drug Products. 


| 
} 


with WIP, Philadelphia, has | 


Account Agency Time Purchases 
American Chicle Co........... Badger, Browning & Hersey...5-Min.News 
American Cranberry Exchange..BBD&O be been san eeenaeuce weaves see 
American Popcorn Co....... 3uchanz oe as newadeow Announcements 
Beaumont Laboratories....... .H. W. Ka MW icteetecesousen Announcements 
Briggs Co. (H-B Cough Drops).. Horton-Noyes ...cececesees Announcements 
Denalan Co (Dental Plate 

Cleanser) sar : UUs: BORGES. 6 indvsccsvewader es Spots | 
Folger Coffee.. peered ... Raymond R. Morgan..... 0066 4%, Hours 
Gospel Broad g Assn R. H. Alber Teer rr sy Trees Full Hours 
Lever Bri R a .... Ruthrauff & Ryan . .Ann manors 1ents 
Lutheran I en’s League.. Kelly, StuhIman & Zahr ndt. ln Hours 
Maryland } maceutical Ci Jos. Katz ee Anno uncements 
Packard Motor : . Young & Ru n , Announcement: 
Pacquin’s Hand Creaz ~. WI Esty or -eeeeeee ANNOUNCEeMeEntsS 
Planters Nut & Chocolate Co Raymond R. Morgan.........Participations 
Pipe, INC ..cccees eeecceseeee bake-Spiro-Shurman ...-.. Announcements 
Potter Drug (C1 iticura). ...-e--- Atherton & Currier........Announcements 
Purex Corp. (Bleacher)........ Lora Gc THOMAS, .656scccenes Participations 


Sheaffer Pen Co. 
Union Pacific Rail 
United Drug. 


scoeveeeeeees 


.... Neisser-Meyerhoff 
Russel M. Seeds 
FOGG. sée-cene Caple ORs ca aces 460 ee ares Cees Cee Spots 
BOOL IORGCHSUOE i onscincesedeusn 


rrr errr. Announcements 
kines ae tn Time Signals 


1% Hours 


U. S. Playing Card reer J. Welter TOOMMOOON oo. ics's05deese%e Spots 


Wood Briquets (Presto Logs) 








DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 





Store City Time Purchases 
Bon Marche Dept. Store....... Salt Lake City........... sseceaceth EOUrS 
Br TE. BLOTG. oo aces scicsicccn Baltimore ..cccccsccccses seescces.. Spots 
Kanne Devt. Store... 2.00.06 BOM. PEARCISCO 6 6 6060s cses tes eeu % Hours 

| Roe’s Dept. Store.........-+..+: ae og  . Se ne Announcements 


odes TOINBAPGL. . 6.560 s0000% ccsess Oe | 


New half-hour for WMAQ will be 
‘Agri- 
cultural News and Views’ handled by 
Everett Mitchell, who is regularly on 
the NBC Farm and Home Hour. 
First 15 minutes of the time will be 
devoted to crop and livestock reports 
and other info strictly for the plant- 
ers and breeders. Second half will 
try a little disked music along with 
gene ral time and weather data. 

‘Nov. 9 Compared to Nov. 2 ~T 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,800 5,922 11,111 26.333 
9,710 5,969 11,331 27,010 

+0.9% + 0.8% - — —0 

(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WI 7D, 


WJID, Picaleenss 


ALTSCHULER . 
WIBK’S 11 TONGUES 


W MAW) 


Detroit, Nov. 12 
WJBK which sells beer in Polish, 
soap in Greek, coffee in Yiddish and 


sorted products in other as- 


other as 


sorted language has brought in 
Stanley Altschuler from Cleveland 
to act as chief referee and censor 
between the 11 language groups us- 


ing the station. In a polygot town 
like Detroit the cables from Europe 
cause plenty of emotional disturb- 
ance which WJBK has to artfully 
sidestep so that it does not become 
entangled as an organization. 

WJBK has a strict ban against the 
mention over the air of any contro- 


| versial question of European doings. 


|against publicity for any 


This extends even to a prohibition 
gathering 
a foreign 


in Detroit arranged by 


| group, 


Station specializes, as did Altschu- 


| ler on the old WJAY in Cleveland, in 


furthering Americanism among the 


immigrant groups. Programs are 
|punctuated on WJBK with such 


| patriotic endings as “The American 


, Creed’ or 


‘Pledge to the Flag.’ 
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LYMAN FIGURES FAN CLUBS MAY 


PUSH ASCAP-RADIO 


Kay Kyser Sees Fight None of Leaders’ Business— 


Fred Waring Mum But Optimistic—Inaction St. Louis Symphony Wins Compro- 


Chafes Some Dancemen 





By ABEL GREEN 


Through the medium of the band- 
leaders’ ‘fan clubs’ the public will 
be brought very vividly into the 
broadeasters vs. ASCAP battle, if, 
Abe Lyman and others who think 
his way have their say. Lyman called 
a meeting yesterday afternoon 
(Tuesday) at the Hotel New Yorker, 
where he is regularly employed, for 
the purpose of effecting a showdown 
on the issues which, the maestros 
feel, is not only putting them in the 
middle, but bids fair to possibly put 
them out of business. 


This is the second bandleaders’ 
meeting, since a committee is already 
in existence under chairmanship of 
Fred Waring, as result of the three | 
meetings called over a month ago 
by Russ Morgan, at which time it} 
was decided to let the matter rest! 
in the hands of a group of leaders 
including Waring, Eddy Duchin, 
Meyer Davis, Ben Cutler and Nat 
Shilkret. However, it was agreed 
that both bandleaders’ committees | 
form a coalition and, in merged form, | 
work for the common weal. 


A Bad Situation 


Lyman’s reason for his own meet- | 
ing was predicated on the premise | 
that if the admen should suddenly | 
discover they can do without ASCAP 
and can successfully merchandise 
their wares solely by script shows, 
it just about means k.o. for some | 
individual careers. Maybe it is wise 


for leaders to remain neutral 
throughout, Lyman concedes, or, 
contraiwise, to get the American 
Federation of Musicians into the 


fight, although ASCAP has ex- 
pressed itself as prefering no AFM 
intervention and James C. Petrillo, 
union prez, has not been heard from. 
But regardless of the right ways and 
means Lyman is restless under in- 
action. 

The ‘fan clubs’ figure as a wedge 
to remind ASCAP and the broad- | 
casters alike that ‘both music and 
the air belong to the public,’ and not 
to any vested interests. 

As a maestro, Lyman’s personal 
attitude is that the accumulation of | 
a quarter-of-a-century of music (as | 
contained in ASCAP) cannot be re- | 
placed, either for the dead but im-| 
mortal Herbert, Foster, Gershwin, et 
al., or the living Kern, Berlin, Friml, | 
Romberg, et al. As a specific in- 
stance of immediate damage, Lyman 
points to the deal his hotel, the New 
Yorker, has with NBC on sustain- 
ings. Lyman closes there Dec. 19. | 
Pretty soon all chain sustaining pick- 
ups will mandatorily have to drop | 
ASCAP music in favor of PD's 
(public domain) or ‘other non- | 
ASCAP music’ (meaning, in part, | 
BMI tunes). However, his hotel pays 
an ASCAP license and Lyman can 


perform anything he pleases so long | 


as it’s not radioed. However, for 
the next few weeks it may mean an 
investment of some $3,000 in or- 
chestrations 
there is no contract, could become 
worthless Yesterday’s (Tuesday) 
session also endorsed adman Frank 


the FCC 

The feeling by the interpretative 
artists persists that ‘while we're all 
getting the jitters, there'll be a deal 
made before the deadline’. 

Say the Maestros 

Eddy Duchin observes, ‘Both ra- 
dio and ASCAP need each other’ 
Phil Spitalny thinks ‘radio can’t get 
along without ASCAP music.’ Fred 
Waring observes that while the 
leaders’ sympathies are more or less 
openly with ASCAP, if only be- 
cause of their libraries, he of course 
must abide by a promise not to talk 
for publication, since that was a con- 
dition of his parleys with the Na- 
tional Assn. of Broadcasters. 
ing expects an answer from Neville 
Miller, NAB prez, momentarily, and 
feels that his committee is making 
real progfess to bring both factions 
together. 

Kay Kyser has the most to say 
about it. For one thing, he already 
auditioned a non 
show t 
has been recorded for Ed Lasker 
(Lord & Thomas) and George Wash- 
ington Hili (Lucky Strike) but he 


eee 


| music-radio scrap, 


which, after Jan. 1, if | 


War- | 


;has no report as yet on their re- 
| action. 

To begin with, NBC told Kyser 
that in the past three years he’s been 
on the air, Kyser put 735 questions 
that didn’t hinge on ASCAP music. 
An analysis of his scripts shows that 
there are an average of 22-25 quer- 
ies by the Musical Professor to the 
stuh-dents. Multiplied 52 weeks a 
year for three years, that’s some 
3,500 queries. 


What Kyser emphasizes, therefore, | 


indifference to the 
because there's 
no disputing his job would be made 
easier by free use of all music, but 
that essentially ‘it’s mone of our 
business; by our I mean the band- 
leader. It’s a battle between ASCAP 
and the broadcasters. 


‘Furthermore, if radio decides to 
get along without ASCAP, I'll tell 
you what I’ve told the other leaders; 
whether they like it or not after 
Jan. 1 we will all be playing ‘Jeanie 
With the Light Brown Hair’ or 
Strauss waltzes or a non-copyright 
arrangement of ‘La Cucaracha,’ and 
the battle won’t be so tough. Be- 
cause we would all be competing 
on common footage; not as if one 


is not a total 


—— 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 9, 1940) 





*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’)........ ere ae Santly 
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CITY GIVES IN 


| 
| 





mise on Opera House 





St. Louis, Nov. 12. 
| The St. Louis symphony orchestra 
has started its 6lst consecutive sea- 


son after having won a victory from 
icity fathers over the rent of the 
|opera house in the municipal audi- 
‘torium. Last spring the two-year 
‘contract for the use of the opera 
j|house for which the music backers 
paid $15,000 and $10,000, respectively, 
|expired. The city demanded a new 
jthree-year contract at $15,000 per 
jannum. The execs of the symphony 
balked. After a lot of chatter the 


city receded from its original stand 


jand asked for $12,500 with two cuffo | 


concerts during each year of the 
'contract. 


| Again the symph execs. thumbed 
down the proposal. After several 
weeks of silence on both sides the 
Board of Estimate and Apportion- 
,;ment capitulated and inked a three- 
year contract at $12,500 per annum 
—with no cuffo concerts. 


COMBINE BASKETBALL 
WITH LOPEZ BAND 











leader had ASCAP music and I had 
to get along only with BMI or PD 
tunes. | 

‘On this non-ASCAP audition pro- 
gram I had two schools of thought. | 
One was to put everything into it 
and make one boff program, or sec- 
ondly, just to strive for an average 
program, one that we would maine 
tain a good pace with, each and 
every week. We took the latter, re- 
prising some of the 1735 questions 
that the NBC people mentioned to 
me. So if I’m asking about Annie, 
I'll skip ‘Annie Doesn’t Live Here | 
Any More’ and use either ‘Annie | 
Rooney’ or ‘Annie Laurie,’ and 
achieve the same thing.’ 

Guy Lombardo, current at the! 
Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., is another | 
maestro who can see both sides of | 
the fence, although admitting, un- | 
der direct query, that ‘it will be aw- 
fully hard for a band like mine, or 
in fact any band, to get along with- | 
out ASCAP music.” He added: ‘I| 
sure would love to see it settled. It’s 
true that perhaps the broadcasters 
pay for a lot of music that they don’t 
use, although it’s always there under 
the ASCAP licensing for usage at 
will, and -from the Society’s view- 
point you can’t blame it for wanting 
a big price for its very valuable col- | 
lection of copyrights. 

‘On the other hand my sponsor 
(Lady Esther) renewed us as of Dec. | 
15, so it’s certainly not scaring away 
the advertisers, at least not ours.’ 

Some 30 maestros attended Ly- 
man’s powwow. 


Vincent Lopez has been booked for 
the Sunday night series of basket- 
ball games at the Royal Windsor Pal- 
ace, N. Y., starting Nov. 10. 

Games are played by teams in the 
American Professional Basketball 
League. 


Can’t Pre-Pump Vogel 


Harry Von Tilzer and Harry Von 
Tilzer Music Publishing Co. may not 
take the depositions of Jerry Vogel 
before trial until such time as the 
plaintiff has been examined. This 








|ruling was handed down yesterday 


(Tues.) by N. Y. Federal Judge Mur- 
ray Hulbert, who found that taking 
of depositions before trial had 
crossed on the same day, but the de- 


| fendant’s plea was in a half hour be- 


fore the plaintiff sought to take 
Vogel’s depositions. 

Action involves the rights to seven 
songs, ‘Down on the Farm,’ ‘I Want a 
Girl Just Like the Girl Who Mar- 
ried Dear Old Dad,’ ‘All Alone,’ 
‘Summertime,’ ‘I’ll Lend You Every- 
thing I’ve Got Except My Wife,’ 


“When Harvest Days Are Over, Jessie 


Dear,’ ‘I Love, I Love, I Love My 
Wife, But Oh You Kid.’ 


Plaintiff claims it acquired the 
songs from 40 to 28 years ago, se- 
cured renewal rights, and the de- 
|fendant is threatening publication. 
|A counter-claim asserts the songs 
| belong to Vogel and asks a court 
| ruling. 








Eli E. Oberstein was 
Friday (8) to either serve a bill of 
particulars within 10 days on Glenn 
Miller and: the RCA Manufacturing 
Co., or be precluded’ from giving 
evidence at the trial of the action. 
Supreme court Justice Isador Wass- 
ervogel in N. Y.’Friday (8) ordered 
the particulars. 

Oberstein is suing Miller for $150,- 
000 and RCA for: $250,000, claiming 
breach of a _ recording contract 
whereby Miller -on Feb. 27, 1939, 
signed a contract with Oberstein, 
agreeing to-record 48 selections for 
him. Plaintiff claims that in April, 
1939, RCA signed Miller to a con- 
tract calling for 36 records, and Mil- 
ler subsequently refused to go 
through with his original agreement. 
RCA for its answer filed a counter 
' claim against Oberstein asserting 
| that its former employee, while still 
|in its employ, signed its artists to 


| compositions by composers, all of 
| whom were non-existent, and ac- 
tually were Oberstein’s stooges, 


— + 


ordered | 


Oberstein Has 10 Days to Particularize | 
Or Court Rules Out His Miller Suit 2s 


Hummert’s attitude in squawking to 





AULD JOINS GOODMAN 


Abandons 





Formation of Orchestra 
of His Own 
| Georgie Auld, tenor saxist who 
took over the Artie Shaw band when 
| Shaw stepped out of the business 
| last year, joined Benny Goodman’s 
band last week. He replaced Sam 
Donahue, who shifted over to Sonny 
| Burke, an outfit ‘sponsored’ by 
| Goodman now at the Roseland Ball- 
| room, Brooklyn. 

Auld, a star player, was on the 
verge of securing backing for a new 
| band of his own, but it fell through 
| just before he joined Goodman. He 
| also had been offered an opportunity 
| to rejoin Artie Shaw. His salary in 
| his present spot will vary with the 
| work Goodman takes. Latter re- 
cords and plays only three or four 
| one-nighters a week at the most. 


~ASCAP type of! personal cohtracts, and while on the | Auld will become part of Goodman's | 
wo Wednesdays ago which’ road for it, charged Victor for many | S¢xtette, upping it to seven men. 
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* Filmusical. 


Network Plugs, § A.M. to] AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
‘Monday through Sunday (Nov, 4-10). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, ¢ stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
l after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
| listings. 
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Enesco Detained by Nazis Cash Prof it 
Detroit, Nov. 12. 





Europe’s tumult still reverberates ° 
/in small places here. The Kalama- s lll e 
zoo Symphony Society has been 3 
| forced to alter plans for the feature \ ‘ 


of its concert season. Georges 


Enesco, famed Rumanian violinist, 
who was to appear as guest soloist 
and conductor, is being detained by 
the Nazi invaders. 

The society is lining up Jose Iturbi 
to take his place. 





Charles Green, head of Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists, denies that CRA 
|has any intention of stepping out of 


HEAD BENEATH A ROSE? | ti: isscaseney picture’ necase 


| has during the past several months 
ACTION IS SETTLE | dispensed with the booking con- 
| tracts it held on a number of bands. 
| Claims that the reason such bands 
Suit of Villa Moret, Inc., and/| as Don Bestor, Les Brown, etc., were 
Robbins Music Corp., against Jerry given or bought releases from CRA 
Vogel Music Co., Inc., was settled | so easily is that his auditors had in- 
and discontinued Thursday (7) in| formed him that bands af that type 
the N. Y. federal court. Action| was costing the agency money to 
sought an injunction, accounting of | book. It was difficult keeping em 
profits and damages, claiming the de- | working steadily enough to repay 
fendant since 1926 had been infring- | the agency for the effort and expense 
of securing them jobs. 
| In the cases of Russ Morgan and 
tion of it. | Jan Savitt, whose contracts were 
Song was written in April, 1908, | sold them and they shifted to Music 
by Grant Falkenstein and W. Madi-| Corp. of America, Green claims that 
son who assigned it to Villa Moret in | he made more money by selling the 
| 1926, which in 1938 granted Robbins | leaders their CRA agreements than 
the mechanical rights including| if he had held them. Explains that 
phonograph records, transcriptions, | he couldn’t have made 2; much in 
television, etc., to 1944, commissions from each band, for the 
= duration of their CRA contracts, as 


he did in selling them back to the 
Music Notes 














respective leaders. He received $19,- 
000 for Morgan’s agreement and $25,- 
000 for Savitt’s. 
Green says his outfit can make 
more money with bands like Blue 
Barron, Gray Gordon, Tony Pastor, 
Richard Himber, etc., bands that can 
be kept moving without too expen- 
sive selling jobs. Himber is cur- 
rently at the Chatterbox, Mountain- 
side, N. J., and Dec. 21 opens for 
four weeks at the Edgewater Beacn 
hotel, Chicago. , 
Another indication that CRA }5 
not folding, he points out, is that he 
has just renewed leases on both his 
New York headquarters and the 0!- 
fices of his Chicago branch. Latte? 
lease includes additional space. 





Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
cleffed ‘Buenos Noches’ for Alice 
Faye in ‘The Road to Rio’ at 20th- 
Fox. 





Dave Buttolph handling the musi- 


|cal score on ‘Chad Hanna’ at 20th- 
Fox. 





Heinz Roemheld is cleffing back- 
ground music for ‘The Lady With 
Red Hair’ at Warners. 





Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 
wrote four ditties for ‘Tali, Dark and 
Handsome’ at 20th-Fox. Songs are 





Pe 








‘Oh, Ma, I Done It Again,’ ‘Wishful 
Lud Gluskin directing the music| Thinking,’ ‘Alive and Kicking’ and 
for ‘They Met in Argentina’ at RKO. | ‘Did I Have Fun.’ 


Jack Owens, radio singer, cleffed 
‘You Didn’t Steal That Kiss,’ to be 
published by Broadcast Music, Inc. 
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D.C. AWAITS ASCAP TREND 





—_— 


ASCAP Professes To See Light 


Feeling of optimism in connection with the controversy between 
the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers swept 
through the music industry during the latter part of last week. Word 
had got around that things must be beginning to break ASCAP’s way. 
What these things were seemed to be clothed in much mystery. 
Information also was passed around among ASCAP members that the 
networks were having a tough time to keep some ad agencies in line 
and that despite the various moves made by the webs to wean ASCAP 
music off their facilities preliminary to a complete break Dec. 31 there 
were definite signs that radio and ASCAP spokesmen will be sitting 
around a negotiating table by Nov. 23. 

Same sources intimated that the networks had got themselves badly 
jammed up in Washington as a result of their financing of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., but that this monopoly angle would play no part whatever 
in any negotiations between the networks and ASCAP. The Society, 
it was further suggested, would not extend any support in this Wash- 
ington move but proceeds to work out peace terms as though radio’s 
publishing setup did not exist. 

Meanwhile ASCAP is taking stock of all the groups and quarters 
that would come to its support in the event a showdown does take 
place Jan. 1. ASCAP claims to have received letters from consumers 
leagues, pledging themselves to aid American composers in every way 
possible to prevent the networks from keeping their music off the air. 


Victor Wins Right to Show Set Course’ 
Of Columbia Competition to Court 


+ 











RCA Manufacturing Corp. won 
over the Columbia Recording Corp., 
Columbia Phonograph Co., and Times 
Appliance Co., decisively last Thurs- 
day (7), when federal Judge Vincent big nights in its opening week and 
L, Leibeli in N. Y. upheld RCA’s | ran up a gross of around $30,000. In- 


complaint, and denied the defend- | augural pie on gers mg 
2S : |ter than $10,000 an ection Nig 

reque st to strike out portions | added another $7,500. 

of the actions. It had been claimed | 

that certain paragraphs were imma- 


Palladium’s 306 Week 


Hollywood, Novy. 12. 
Palladium cashed heavily on two 








ants’ 


; > i erates at around $15,000 weekly. Of 
terial and impertinent in character. | thig amount Tommy Dorsey cuts in 


Action claims that Columbia, | for $3,750. 
through the issuance of ‘Red Label 
Records,’ starting in Sept., 1939, was 


infringing on RCA’s trademark, and | 
an injunction, accounting of profits | 
and damages are being sought. 
Columbia had sought to strike out | T0 SIGN WITH 





three portions of the complaint which 
stated that it had hired away five or 
more key men of RCA’s during the 
past year and placed them in ex- 
ecutive positions at Columbia, had} 
started out to divert the good will] 
of RCA’s to itself, and had induced 
artists who had previously been ex- | 





clusively Victor artists, to sign | | 

with it, Jack Robbins states the Metro- 
RCA had claimed that these state- | Robbins group of music publishers 

ments belonged in the complaint, as | wij] re-sign with ASCAP any day 

it showed the intent to work in On | now 

RCA’s good will, and also showed a Besides the firm bearing his name, 

set course of action. In deciding | Feist and Miller are part of the set- 


the issue, Judge Leibell agreed with was under a 
RCA, stating that ‘the claims of un- 
fair competition and trademark in- 
fringement are inseparable.’ Co- 
lumbia’s application was denied in 
toto, 


up which, for a time, 
$4,000,000 negotiation by Broadhurst 
Music, Inc., to become the nucleus 
of that song copyright pool. 


ECHOES OF STRIKE 


Suit is the outgrowth of the price 


Cutting on classical records by Co- gta 

if assicé 2CcOr ‘ aoe ster ‘lection 
lumbia, which was almost im-| Union In Philly acl Ele 
mediately followed by _ similar Vater oe see 


Slashes by Victor. The red label or 
red seal was acquired by Victor in 
1902 from its sister company, the 
Gramaphone & Typewriter Co., of 
London, and the old Columbia in- oe 

fringed by use of a red label on a| be a main campaign — 
celebrity series issued in April 1903 | elections of Local @, wg aa wer = 
at which time Victor took the fight | eration of Musicians to be heia Det 
to the courts and in September of |5. Leading the slate seeking 
1903 won the right to the label, with | seat the present administration 1s 
Columbia switching to a black and | Charles 


Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 
The Earle theatre strike that was 
last month after nearly ten 


settled 
of bickering is expected to 


months 


to un- 


] 17 Ty al cy + va ad 
McConnell, music contractor 





+ ee 








+ 
> 4 


NO WA 
AGTION « 


aT N 


Many Rumors of United 
States Government Taking 
Interest in Radio- Music 
Feud From Different Points 
of View—But Confirma- 
tion of Such Intentions Is 


Lacking 
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Engel Heads Broadcast 








Hollywood, Nov, 12. 

Harry Engel, former music pub- 
lisher, this week takes over as Coast 
| supervisor for Broadcast Music, Ine. 
His aides are Dick Hartman and 
Eddie Janis. 

Engel has been with Fanchon & 
Marco since selling his publishing 
firm to Fred Waring, Paul White- 
man and Guy Lombardo three years 
} ago, 


Washington, Nov. 12. | 


Several more weeks will be re-| 
quired before the Justice Depart- | 
|ment can decide whether to lay all 


| its evidence in the music copyright | 


—_. 


SCAN BMI 











Dancery, with 6,500 capacity, op- |, 


the long-pigeonholed equity 


'row before a Federal] grand jury, | 
| push 
| suit against the American Society of | 


Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
|or wash its hands of the whole af- 
| fair. 

Persistent rumors that the trust- 
|busters are on the verge of seeking 
numerous indictments are not borne 
out by authoritative statements. No- 
body will talk for quotation, but all 
Federal officials indicate the whole 
|matter is still being investigated. 
| Best guess is that nothing will be 
|decided until after the present 
| ASCAP licenses expire and the D. 





of J, has a chance to see what hap-| 


}pens in the radio industry’s 
paign for less costly royalties. 

Lack of manpower has prevented 
the antitrust division from reaching 
any conclu:.on. With numerous 
more ifmportant (from the standpoint 
lof the biggest number of taxpayers 
involved and the annual business 
volume of the industrial) cases on 
the docket, the D. of J. lawyers have 


cam- 


|been compelled to push the radio-| 


| music squabble to one side in recent 
|weeks. Only since the first of this 
|month has it been possible for the 
jaides of Assistant Attorney General 
| Thurman Arnold to devote what they 
| believe sufficient time to studying 
ithe data already obtained via 


siihe 
Sul 


}peonas, questionnaires, complaints, 
and interviews. 
It still is anybody’s guess what 


will happen. There are. roughly, four 
courses open to the trust-busters. 
First, they can drop the entire mat- 
ter, on the ground that no injunc- 
tion or conviction could be obtained. 


Or they can (1) go before a grand 
jury and ask indictments of any 
number of parties or (2) request re- 
instatement of the present bill of 
complaint against ASCAP. A fourth 
i possibility, considered extremely re- 


mote, is the filing of an amendment 
to the pending bill or even a com- 
plete substitute, broadening the 
scope of the proceeding in either in- 
stance. 
Radio people are 
(Continued on page 49) 


convinced, 


Jimmy Lunceford Sells to BMI 


OUTDOORS 





Chicago, Nov. 12. 

| Carnivals and other shows of this 
type have been notified by the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers that many of 
the carnivals will shortly be given 
revised license ratings. 

ASCAP is calling them up for new 
ratings and will establish license rat- 
jing on a basis deemed commensurate 
with the amount of profits that the 
carnivals make from the use of 
ASCAP tunes. 


—_—$$ __________. 


U.S. RECORD LISTS 
ASSETS AT $178,815 


The U. S. Record Corp. has filed a 
statement of affairs in N. Y. federal 
court showing its present assets to 
be worth $178,815, of which $100,000 
are mothers, masters and stampers; 
$50,000 inventories; and $17,363 ac- 
counts receivable. 

The record company, which filed a 
petition for reorganization on Sept. 
5, states that from Oct. 11-Oct. 31, it 
received $4,149 in cash, and disburse- 
for the period were $3,947. 
The operating loss from July 1, 1940- 
Sept. 5, 1940, was $40,396. 


i 


ments 


Bobby Byrne band returns to 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
Christmas Day to stay until Tommy 


Dorsey opens there Jan. 21. Byrne 
concluded a three weeks’ stay at the 
spot last night (Tuesday) and Is 
followed tonight by Jimmy Dorsey 
whom he will replace Dec. 25. Byrne 
goes to the Roosevelt hotel, New 
Orleans for four weeks opening 


Nov. 26. 


Denouement to His Quarrel With WOR Over Play- 


ing BM 


Jimmy Lunceford has straightened 
out the tangle he got into with WOR, 


Silver label. No further infringment | at the Earle. McConnell will oppose 
Occurred until Decca was accused | Frank P. Liuzzi, ink eorteagge’ running 
by Victor of imitating its label last | for re-election Running for vice- | 
_ president are Ralph Kirch, or the | 
= Liuzzi ticket, versus Romeo Cella, 
|former president, on the McConnell 

Johnny Messner Breaks state. 


Contenders for secretary are Rex 
Riccardi, incumbent 
Liuzzi, against Louis Ingber, a Mc- 
Connell man, Glen Coolidge is run- 
ning independently. 

Joseph Bossle, treasurer for the 
past 20 years, is unopposed for re- 
election. 

The factions opposing the Liuzzi 
regime claim that tke terms on 


Three Years at McAlpin. 


Three straight years of air time 
from the McAlpin hotel, New York, 
Will be interrupted for four months 
beginning tonight (Wednesday) by, 
Johnny Messner’s band. Outfit hops. 
out into a one-night and theatre 
tour to cash in on the popularity | 
built up by the hundreds of broad- ac settled didn’t 
= it has done from the spot. which the — a toe 

| on y month strik- 
sham Jones band replaces, Messner | ee ae nee hand, Liuzzi’s 


S0es into Loew's State theatre to- | ing tc 
morrow (Thursday), o— |backers point out that McConnell is 


Messner has a contract with the an ‘employer's man’ because aoa 
{cAlpin which allows him to step long-association with the Stan rll 
Out for a tour whenever he feels like |Warner company, which operates 
it | the Earle. 


supporter of | 


| Newark, recently over his refusal to | 


play Broadcast Music tunes by sell- 


ing his catalog of 54 numbers as con- | 


tained in his New Era Music Pub- 
lishing Co. to BMI. As the result of 
this deal Lunceford resumes his re- 
| mote broadcasting. 

| Dunceford quit the air on the 
| ground that he was unable to con- 
form with Mutual-WOR’s request 
|that he include four BMI numbers 
in each of his programs. The band- 
man declared at the time that the 
not suited to his 


| BMI tunes were 
'stvle of playing. Now that BMI, 
Lunceford states, owns his catalog 


he can do the sort of music he re- 
quires. 


a _ 


I Music 





Vancouver Musician 
Is a Prisoner of War 
| Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 12. 


Hills, former sax man with 
Winter’s Capitolians, the 
and Hotel Georgia or- 
Vancouver, is now a 


| Harry 
| Calvin 
Commodore 
chestras in 


'prisoner of war in Germany, ac- 
cording to word received here. He 


was captured when the S.S. Orama 
was sunk by enemy action in the At- 
lantic last summer. 

He was a member of the orchestra 
aboard the liner. 7 





Edward Ward doing the musical 
score for RKO’s ‘Mr. and Mrs. 


| Smith,’ 


NGTON Paine Meets Smaller Publishers 
To Explain the Radio Predicament 


| Group of small publishers will 
|meet with John G. Paine, general 


Music on the Coast manager of the American Society of 


Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
| this afternoon (Wednesday) to have 
eee explain to them what has hap- 
| pened so far in the Society’s con- 
troversy with the broadcasting in- 
| dustry. What spurred this meeting 
pe the report which reached 
ASCAP headquarters that Max 
| Sayer, owner of the Paull-Pioneer 
| Music Co., has been agitating other 
| small publisher members of the 
| ASCAP into making a concerted de- 
| mand on the Society for detailed in- 
‘formation on the situation as it 
exists to date between that organi- 
zation and radio, 


Mayer had gone so far as to ar- 
range for a luncheon-meeting on the 
subject with several smal! publish- 
ers at the Astor today (Wednesday). 
Paine heard about this proposed 
gathering and got in touch with 
Mayer. He assured Mayer that it 
was unnecessary for this group to 
get off in a huddle by itself as he 
(Paine) would be glad to meet with 


|these publishers himself and give 
them all the information they 
sought. It was then arranged for 


the small pubs to meet with Paine 
for lunch in the Rainbow Room and 
then repair to ASCAP’S board room 
for a detailed exploration of the 
| radio situation. 

| Mayer explained that his call to 
|the small publishers had not been 
| prompted by anxiety but rather by 
the Society’s failure to acquaint the 
small pubs with what was going on 
|as it did the major publishers. While 
| they didn’t have as much ASCAP 
money involved as the latter, the 
small pubs, argued Mayer, were as 
| deeply concerned as the big pub- 
|lishing firms and that ASCAP offi- 
'cials had erred in not taking the 
smaller pubs into their confidence, 








Canadian Broadcasters 
Sympathetic to BMI; 


Own Society Wants Up 





Montreal, Nov. 12. 


Situation created for Canadian 
broadcasters with regard to ASCAP 
and BMI is being closely watched 
by the Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters, with Indications that 
controversy between radio stations 


jand CPRS-ASCAP may eventually 
have to be taken to arbitration 
courts again next year. C 
the Canadian Performing Right 
ciety collects a fee of eight cents for 


irrently 
So- 


every set in use in Canada from 
broadcasters for the privilege of 
using ASCAP music. The CPRS 


| wants the’fee boosted to 12 or 14 

cents per seit from accounts. 
Canadian broadcasters on the 

|other hand feel that they would like 


to follow the lead set by the NAB 
and possibly tie up with BMI, 
though this may be done only to 
limited extent because of the Ca- 


nadian Performing Rights Society 
setup here. Suggestions now being 
discussed in broadcasting circles is 
a compromise arrangement 
three cents of every eight should be 

et aside for BMI while CPRS would 
get five 

Proposed increase to 12 to 14 cents 
as demanded by the CPRS, or any 
| increase whatsoever for that matter, 
| will be hotly contested by radio men 
'in Canada who contend they are 
| playing about 50% less music, due to 
| preponderance of quiz and dramatic 
|programs on the schedules, than 
| formerly. 


whereby 


sante 
cents. 





Voorhees Expands Agcy. 

. Chicago, Nov. 12. 
Reginald Voorhees has made two 
| additions to his club and general 
| vaude booking staff, bringing in Bob 
| Perry and Herb Mintz. 

Both Perry and Mintz had pre- 
' viously been with the local Consoli- 
| dated, Ragio Artists office. 
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Band Reviews 











LES BROWN ORCHESTRA (15) | if booked right in relation to the 
With Doris Day, Ronnie Chase other orchestra. is 4 
Glen Island Casino, N. Y. | Griggs is a moe hg ren tll one 
: i awt although a cripple, he doesnt le 
Steen looking and Clean playing put him in the old rockin’ chair. He 
young band is this group that rates jacks himself up on a_ pair of 
among the best of the rising outfits. crutches and moves nimbly around 
Well rehearsed and full sounding the bandstand, calling off the num- 
setup interprets smart arrangements, bers over the p.a., Bango ‘tt his 
sweet or warmer, with a maximum a and giving out with his 
of lift and enthusisam. Given the feature sessions. Bir 
proper spotting and push, this bunch, |The personnel of the . a 
should get places. It has just been ous. es ee Be te ao Rage 
igne . ia’s Okeh Dave Purdue, ¢ >huc in, 
Senet to record for Columbia’s O ia dgaty «Be Bentiield, Kenny 
; he zebi iems, anc 00 
Band’s most notable quality lies in Resewsen,. Bem ev Fuzzy Kae 
its distinctive “ey; mae 4 piano; ’ Billy Pietsch, drums, and 
them written by rown imself. , m ; hythm. 
They’re stamped with excellent taste eg egg FR bee a" 
blending the four sax, four rhythm, the library is good. Ar 
three trumpet, three trombone setup ' = 
perfectly in ensemble and in the ride- | 
_out numbers always playing various sy EEPY HALL GROUP (4) 


sections against each other in such a Gijro’s, Homestead Hotel, Kew Gar- 
way that there’s practically never ~ gens, N. Y. 


any objectionable blare. Yet it swings | It’s a far cry from his recent 16- 


CUE WH 8 WERT OF SFive. week run at the Hotel Biltmore, 
Section by section there are no ap- where he had 14 men, but Sleepy 
parent faults. BB Aeon vd ene and Hall likes his present job. For years, 
ishes out a soll ancing beat. Saxes bo’; believed in the ‘keep working’ 
oe a eee. © eae ae a formula, with the ee that a a 
i i 4 = . " ~ t rorst, wi 
Glenn Millerish tone of the tastefully played the best and the wors 
tailored sweet tunes. Blended and p 
strong trumpets and trombones round 
it out. Soloists aren’t missing. There 
are exceptionally capable men in 
each team, particularly a trombone the answer is in the men who com- 


man and the pianist. ‘prise Hall’s little group. Hank 

Doris Day, good-looking possessor, Kmen, who plays tenor sax and 
of a nifty voice and style. handles shares leads with Hall, recently was 
the femme vocal assignments. Ron- with Bobby Hackett’s swing crew. 
nie Chase, from the trombones, Ye’s a standout on virtuosity and 
others. ._He’s okay. 4 i 
has an easy way of handling himself piano with Little Jack Little before 
up front, delivering introes or what- joining this unit and_ bassist Bud 


oint is that he’s played them. 

In the matter of musical effects, 
this quartet is easily the equal of the 
average six or seven-piece outfit. 


ever is necessary in ingratiating |Ladish was with Claude Thornhill's | 
style. ‘band. On the side, Ladish does ar- 
Personnel: Steve Madrick, Wolff rangements for Ina Ray Hutton and 


Tayne, Tony Martell. Eddie Scherr, | others. 
saxes: Bob Thorne, Ed Bailey, Win-| Sleepy Hall plays 


the original 
ston Bozart, trumpets: Si Zentner, electrified banjo, which he 


intro- 


Ronnie Chase, Warren Brown, trom- | duced on a Rudy Vallee broadcast in | bounded forward far enough to 


bones. Wm. Rowland, piano: Ed/|1936. By means of various dials, he 
Julian. drums; Johnny Kreopner, obtains a number of unique effects. 
bass; Joe Petrone, guitar. Wood. Playing tremolo on the bass string, 


like that of a marimba; he is able to 
BOBBY GRIGGS ORCHESTRA (12) | simulate a muted trumpet, a harp, an 


King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. jorgan, and a Spanish guitar. 
Preferring to play it swingy or! With slight variations, Hall’s com- 
quit, rather than turn to the Rotary pact little crew plays its numbers in 


__club oompah, Bobby Griggs has be- | one of two routines. Generally, only 


come the exception rather than the | choruses are rendered, the routine 
rule in the plains country. His is a| being two choruses 
line of music geared to ballrooms and tunes segued. 

the bigger halls. with no thought of Hank Kmen usually leads the first 
locations, so it fits in well, a change, _ chorus, with Sleepy Hall taking the 

















From BING CROSBY’S 


Paramount Picture, “Rhythm on the River” 


The Number One Song From Coast to Coast 


ONLY FOREVER 


By Johnny Burke and James V. Monaco 





A Great American Ballad 


CAN’T GET INDIANA OFF MY MIND 


By Hoagy Carmichael and R. De Leon 





A Human Interest Song Hit 


GOODNIGHT MOTHER 


By David, Bryan and Lawnhurst 





Three Swell Novelties! 


| JUST WANNA PLAY WITH YOU 


KKKKKKK KK KK 
A Litte Touch of Gaelic 


WHAT’LL | DO IF | MARRY A SOLDIER 


(Tush-doo woggle-oh-toog-in-de-shin ) 
Kkkkkkkkk kk 


WHEN PADDY McGINTY PLAYS THE HARP 


TWO SONGS IN PREPARATION 


Bing’s New Feature 


YOU ARE THE ONE 


By Carrol Carrol and John Scott Trotter 





One of Ray Noble’s Best 


ISOLA BELLA 


(That Little Swiss Isle) 








big combinations and small—but, the | 


Brown himself | feeling. Sol Breddan played second | 


jhe gets a new tone color somewhat | 


each of four | pride. 


ee 
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Disc Reviews 
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Lanny Ross ‘Whispering’—‘Moonlight and Roses’ (Victor 26784) 
Lanny Ross selected a pair of sure tunes for his debut on popular wax 
of the boys taking real rides. | The two are delivered in fine style and voice, the second slightly better 

An important advantage of Hall's | than the first. ‘Moonlight’ is his theme. It’s handled in slower tempo than 
smaller outfit over his larger orches- | the accompanying standard and stacks up as more likable, 
|tra is the ability of the boys to jam 
any request, since they play entirely 
from memory, or simple lead sheet. 
They are at home in this intimate 
atmosphere and can stayeat the spot 
indefinitely. That saving on arrange- 
ments is an inducement to do just 
|that, too, for Hall left the Biltmore, 
N. Y., date $2,000 poorer than when 
‘he -apihenes om largely to the need of 

Ss. 

baer . oe Siping Tommy Dorsey ‘Make Me Know It’—‘When I Saw You’ (Victor 26786) 
sa The first side can be classed as one of the poorest attempts by Dorse 
a (6) in some time. An original instrumental it runs off as a monotonous “ae 
Meteh Danaea ‘tow @uieee of minutes not worth bending an ear. Near the fade it slips into blarey, 
| Jack Sherr six-man po « brassy work that convinces it would sound better in two pieces, The 
opened in swank spot and scored arrangement of the other side is anything but outstanding. Its only points 
nicely with intimate type of dansapa-| are a Dorsey trombone solo and Connie Haines’ vocal, 
|tion. Sherr, a graduate of Meyer 
| Davis, is practically a one-man band 
'in himself. Besides conducting he 
performs on the accordion, piano, 





refrain, the remainder being melo- 
died by either Kmen or Ladish. 
Because of the novel banjo colorings, 
| dullness is avoided. 

Another formula is to give a tune 
'a complete workout, as is done oc- 
casionally on ‘South American Way,’ 
and ‘Song of India.’ When this 1s | 
done, a full 10 minutes might be 
spent on a single number, with each 


‘first eight or 16 bars of the a 





Ella Fitzgerald ‘Five O'clock Whistle’—‘Se Long’ (Decca 3420) 
Fitzgerald’s vocal on the rhythm side puts it in a top drawer, ‘Whistle’ js 
the type of tune that demands a good vocal which is what makes this 
cutting a best. Other bands have done better instrumental jobs, but the 
Fitzgerald band provides plenty adequate backing. Coupling forms good 
contrast. It’s a ballad done at extremely slow tempo. Up to her usual high 
standards, the singer’s vocal occupies the entire side. 











Will Bradley ‘Rock-a-Bye Boogie’—‘Scramble Two’ (Columbia 35732) 
| Another in the string of boogie-woogie tempo stuff the Bradley band has 
saxophone, flute, piccolo and clarinet. been concentrating on of late, ‘Rock’ is a sock job. It’s almost spotlessly 
The remainder of the sextet also | Played and the tempo caught makes it attractive turnout. Trumpet, trom- 
prove versatile, particularly in vocal | bone, piano solos, all sock, enliven it. In regular tempo the reverse is 
interludes. /equally sparkling. Plainly relaying the band’s lift and drive the original 


Ralph Napoli is tne guitarist of the | fare is studded with brisk breaks. 
|band and one of the better vocalists; 
,George Flores massages the drums 
,and likewise warbles suavely, while 
|'Norman Small and Sid Prussin, 
| saxophonists, contribute the novelty 
'songs. Sam Mineo is the pianist of 
ithe outfit and tickles the _ ivories | 
|adeptly when Sherr isn’t taking over | 
the keyboard tenaporarily. 

The band is small but ample for a 
;room of this size. Its dance rhythm 
is solid, Liuzza, 





Gray Gordon ‘Cuttin’ Class’—‘Autumn on Campus’ (Bluebird 10897) 

First side shows up a Gordon band that has changed its spots in the last 
couple of months. Instead of exclusively tick-tick tempo the band is warm- 
ing up. ‘Class’ is a sizzling thing that winds up as a wild trip to nowhere, 
however. It has the idea, but the execution is open to improvement in 
several departments. Nevertheless the outfit has taken long strides for- 
ward. Outfit reverts to its sweet style on the coupling, delivering nice 
work in ensemble and behind Art Perry’s good vocal. There's a long sax 
solo and a glee club inning by the band that sounds neat. 





Woody Herman ‘Frenesi’—‘Song of Old Hawaii’ (Decca 3427) 
‘Frenesi’ has been tried in many different tempoes and styles, but few 
Pianist Jay McShann heads fast | Pack the wallop of this version. At slow tempo which allows the leader's 
moving young. colored band. Has | vocal style full sway and enables him to interpret the lyrics with feeling, 
go | the side is new and glistening approach. Band’s modulated accompaniment 
rates a nod. Reverse is also strong at almost the same tempo. Herman's 
vocal again stands out of a smooth interpretation of the Island tune. 
Electric guitar takes an appropriate break. 


JAY McSHANN’S ORCHESTRA (12) 
| Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 





|/on records before the year-end. 

For the dancer, McShann offers a 
|clearly defined variety of easy-to- 
step-to tunes. For the listener, he | 
|has some excellent arrangements on 
pop numbers and many originals. 
|For the watcher, he sports a colorful 
|rhythm section, and several special- 
ists in the other sections. McShann, 
although technically the leader, 
seldom permits himself away from 
the piano, and his rhythm trio is his | 
Other than McShann, it in- 
'volves_a fast slapping bass-player, 
Gene Ramey, and Gus Johnson, an 


Tony Pastor ‘Let’s Do It’—‘Ready, Get Set, Jump’ (Bluebird 10902) 
Pastor’s vocal, occupying almost the entire side, twists this Cole Porter 

| tune into a weak bit of wax. His style doesn’t fit it. Too, the reverse has 
little merit. It’s a monotonous arrangement of an original and never climbs 
out of the ordinary except for the leader's sax break. There are others on 
piano and trumpet. — 

Russ Morgan ‘I Hear Music’—Dancing on Dime’ (Decca 3419) 
| Morgan’s arrangement of ‘Music’ is a light and appealing way of handling 
d |a tricky tune which can easily go awry if not treated right. There have 
bay pyr onage wen To stop a crowd in| been several tries at it, few as capably worked out as this. At a slow, 
of the bandstand, all McShann | jijting tempo, it shines. Jimmy Lewis does the vocal. Coupling is an aver- 
age treatment of a pop. Carol Kay does the lyrics. 


has to do is call a rest for reed and | 
brass and cut his rhythm three loose. | 

Saxes are a nice collection, and in 
the several sweet tunes, stand in 


i Artie Shaw ‘Special Delivery Stomp’—‘Keepin’ Myself’ (Victor 26762) 
sa They're headed by William J.| Shaw’s Gramercy Five, not his full band, is on these two. They're solid 
oF a soit ee Ny srmmposer | turnouts, the first a sizzling ride piece the second a rhythm job spotlighting 
Bob Maybane, Charlie Parker. and | ™'S® work in various breaks, Harpsichord, handled by Vohnny Guarnierl, 
John Jackson. The brass foursome | }* Startling in its effect. It adds luster. First drives at high speed and 
takes in Joe Baird, Orville Minor, | S°e'V€S up some hot clarineting by the leader, coupled to a harpsichord. 
Reverse drifts along with the same sort of solos and at a rocking rhythm 


Harold Bruce, and Bernard Ander- 
son. Bruce is the topper in the color | tempo. It’s good. Quintet often sounds like John Kirby’s small combo. 
not the | 


bracket and has an iron lip. 

For songs, which are 
weighty department, Joe Coleman 
doesn’t k.o., but satisfies. 

Ballrooms are the speed for Mc- 
Shann, mostly because his outfit 
would be unhappy if it had to sup- 

An outstanding picture score 
| 
| KAY KYSER 
; In the RKO-Radio Picture 
Radio Singer From Columbia To §&§ 
Victor Label | J “YOU'LL FIND OUT” 


press tendencies for musical cutting 
Songs by 


up, and haul back on volume. His 
JOHNNY MERCER & JIMMY McHUGH 


music is mostly for dancing to, not 
much for the listener and the on- 
looker. Therefore, the big halls are 
his forte, and he should be able to 
take care of himself in any of them. 
“I'D KNOW YOU ANYWHERE” 
“YOU'VE GOT ME THIS WAY” 
“THE BAD HUMOR MAN” 
“VE GOT A ONE TRACK MIND” 
“LIKE THE FELLA ONCE SAID” 








Art. 


BARRY WOOD SHIFTS 


——— 








Barry Wood, singer on the Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade, shifts from Co- 
lumbia to Victor Records next week, | 
one of the flock of changes currently 
going on between cutting companies, 
Wood hops from the 50c Columbia 
sides to same price Victors. To re- 
place him Columbia takes on singer 
3uddy Clark, who had been on the 
35c Varsity sides. 

Clark makes the fourth addition 
Columbia has picked up in the past 
week or two while dropping two of 
the half dozen or so bands and 
singers scheduled to exit from the 
Columbia and Okeh labels. Com- 
pany signed Charles Spivak’s outfit | 
last week soon after contracting Les 
Brown’s and Joie Kearns’ bands. 
Tommy Reynolds and Ray Herbeck 
were the two to go off. Although | 
Herbeck’s exit is not as yet definite. | 
Both were on Okeh. Victor picked | 
up Teddy Powell's band for its Blue- | 
bird labels, | 





















Sweeping the nation! 


“HE’S MY UNCLE” 


a | By Charles Newman and Lew Pollack 


Medical benefit of New York Local 
802 of the AFM goes on next Mon- | 











SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, INC. 


1619 Broadway, New York 











day (18) at Manhattan Center, N. Y. | 
All bands in the area will show up 
at the shindig, which will run most! 
of the night. 


BREGMAN, VOCCO & CONN, Inc. 


1619 Broadway + New York 






| 
| 





Alvino Rey band replaces Glenn 
Garr’s group at the Rustic Cabin, Fort | 
Lee, N. J., Friday (15). 


BYC + BVC.+ BVC + BVC 


7. 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 


Covers Total 


Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50)............., 9 825 9,945 
Ray Heatherton..,Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ - 8 200 1,750 
Sammy Kaye”’....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)......... 3 1,675 6,125 
Ray Kinney®...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 26 1,375 34,000 
Kay Kyser....... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 2 875 2,725 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 5 1,150 5,950 
Abe Lyman’..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 4 1,450 6,975 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 5 =1,825 9,510 
Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)............. 6 350 2,900 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting 


floor show, although the band is the 








major draw. 
On the 


Upbeat 





Hughie Kelleher, Johnny Long 
drummer, in Boston hospital with 
internal disorder. Wally Gordon, 
ex-Ina Ray Hutton, replacing. Kel- 
leher will rejoin when band goes 
into Roseland B., New York, for six 
months Nov. 22. 





Charlie Spivak band signed to re- 
cord for Columbia Records Okeh 
label. Band currently at Glen Is- 
land Casino, N. Y. 





Jimmy Palmer’s staying with the 
Bobby Byrne band. Two week no- 
tice rescinded. Byrne’s at Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 





Alec Fila out of the Bob Chester 
band. Trumpeter walked off 
stand last week rather than work 
out two weeks notice. 





Les Brown band put under Gen- | 


eral Amusement management by 
Joe Glaser, its personal rep. Brown 
into Arcadia B., New York, today 
(Wednesday). 





Charlie 
eight-week 


former 
starts 


Judy Ellington, 
Barnet vocalist, 


stand as single at Leon & Eddie’s, | 


New York, Friday (15). 


*. 


Lou Holden’s Disciples of Rhythm 
replace current Bobby Parks at Vil- 





lage Barn, N. Y., Dec. 6, for four | 


weeks, 





Gene Krupa band signed for Par- 
amount short subject to be filmed 
Nov. 19-20 in New York. 





Al Donahue rejoined his band at 
Baker hotel, Dallas, Tex., opening 
Friday (8), Leader had been re- 
cuperating from an injury to his 
back suffered while werking with 
an acro act at the Flatbush theatre, 
Brooklyn, couple weeks ago. 





Harold Aloma and his Hawaiians 
into Hotel Roosevelt’s Lounge Cafe, 
Pittsburgh, for an eight-week stay, 
replacing Sally Jo Nelson and Joe 
Cina’s Men of Music. Booked by 
Joe Hiller for CRA. 





Frank Adrini Four ptcke@ up for 
additional month at Hotel William 
Penn’s Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, while 
his brother Lawrence, with whom he 
used to do a vaude act, is taking his 
Own band to Havana for the winter. 





Henry Busse was renewed for 
three weeks at the Casa Manana, 
Culver City, Cal. 





Jimmy Lunceford’s orchestra 
Played at the formal dance in Wil- 





the | 











liams College gymnasium one night 
and Johnny Long’s band for an in- 
formal there the following evening, 
during the annual fall house parties 
in Williamstown, Mass., over the 
, week end. Dances both nights were 
preceded by performances of Cap 
and Bells, dramatic organization, in 
Behrman’s ‘End of Summer.’ 





Emerson Gill orchestra closed at 
the Green Mill, Saginaw, Mich., Nov. 
10, followed by Don Pablo. 





Milton Christian and his orchestra 


have taken over the bandstand att, ajiow Barnet to continue until the | 


Club Forest Inn, Birmingham, for 
the fall season. Jean Hatcher is vo- 
| calist. 

| 








| D. C. Awaits 


| |_____ Continued from page 47 





‘though admittedly unable to quote 
any responsible’ source, 


Justice Department crew will not | ©45¢ 


|'make any move against Broadcast 
| Music, Inc., the National Association 
of Broadcasters, and the networks 
as long as the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission is pondering the 
| monopoly question. Feeling is based 
,on the fact that one government out- 
'fit would not make a move so humili- 
ating to another member of the fam- 
| ily 

The activities of the BMI promo- 
lters still are being scrutinized by 
|Arnold’s assistants. Nobody has 
|been given a clean bill of health. 
At the same time, the Justice De- 
partment has not made up its mind 
|'whether there is anything criminal 
in cooperative efforts of music users 
to set up an alternative source of 
supply. The industry observers are 
positive in their own minds that no 
conspiracy chafge could be pressed 
successfully as long as neither NAB 
or the networks exercise compulsion 
on their members. While individual 
stations and each of the chains enjoy 
the right to decide whether to take 
out licenses from BMI or ASCAP 
or both, it will be impossible to ob- 
tain an indictment, let along any con- 
victions, the radio attorneys insist. 
Though ASCAP may be the victim 
of widespread resentment, nothing 
has developed yet to show that the 
concerted action amounts to a con- 
spiracy, it is said in radio quarters. 

In the meantime, radio people are 
scoffing at intimations from ASCAP 
that a per-piece licensing system 
still may be worked out. Leaders in 
the broadcasters’ camp comment that 
over a long period of time, it has 
been impossible to arrange for & 
discussion at which such a plan 
might be mapped out. Even if the 
Tin Pan Alleyites make 
gestures, the broadcasters 








JOHNNY 
MESSNER 


and His Crchestra 


WEEK NOV. 14 


LOEW'S STATE 
NEW YORK 





periences. 
Hartford Cute Down 
Hartford, Nov. 12. 
Musical diet of 50% ASCAP music 
and 50% non-ASCAP (mostly BMI) 
has been prescribed for WDEC this 
month. All WDRC musically pro- 
| grammed shows, including musical 
recordings, are affected. 
| Last month station operated minus 
25% ASCAP. Expects to be entirely 
of the ASCAP diet by Dec. i. 
Five piece string ensemble aired 
thrice daily (twice over the sta- 
tion’s ‘FM’ station has been on a 
steady BMI diet past month. i 
is expected to continue 
| oun SECA? to the end of the year. 
WTIC is musting BMI numbers on 


‘Party Line,’ emceed by Bud Rai- 





i ney. 








further | 
will re-| 
main skeptical because of past eal 








DEFIANCE OF PETRILLO BRINGS STIFF 


FINE AND EX 


Orchestra Leader’s One-Man Rebellion Costs Him 
His Livelihood But Petrillo Allows Him to Finish 
State-Lake Week—Consolidated Complete Victor 


Charlie Barnet’s differences with 
Consolidated Radio Artists ‘and the 
American Federation of Musicians 
came to a head last week. The AFM 
expelled him from membership and 
tore up his card. At the same time 
he was directed by the union to pay 
CRA $8,529.50 in back commissions. 
It was the most drastic action taken 
by the union against a name band 
leader in years. It removes him 
from a position of prominence in a 
field in which he had battled for the 
major part of his life to reach that 
prominence. 

Barnet’s band is currently finish- 
ing a week stand at the State-Lake 
theatre, Chicago. AFM’s action came 
on the day that the band opened at 
the house. James C. Petrillo, AFM 
head, himself served the AFM’s ac- 
tion on Barnet. He came backstage 


lat the State-Lake, called the band 


and its leader together and served 
the decision. Theatre’s operators, 


claiming that the date was origin-' 


ally booked by CRA asked Petrillo 


‘end of the week. The request was 





| 








it’s musical request midnight show, | 


okayed and the leader remains with 
the band until tomorrow night 
(Thursday). After that, however, the 
men in the band cannot work with 
Barnet on pain of expulsion for 
themselves. 


Decision which made Barnet an 
ex-member of the AFM was one of 


that the | three handed down regarding his 


by the AFM 


, executive board. First, preferred by 
|CRA, asked for the back commis- 
sions which the board ordered Bar- 
net to pay within 30 days or suffer 
| expulsion. Second, also brought by 
| CRA, was also decided in its favor. 
| Barnet was told his contract with 
| the agency had been declared valid 
and that henceforth he was to live 
;up to it. Third, which brought 
|about his expulsion, was not of 
CRA’s making. It was based on 





Leo Cluesmann, a member of Pe- 
| trillo’s administrative staff at the 
union’s New York headquarters. 


Defiance 


Those charges accused Barnet of 
| defying Petrillo’s order at the time 
Barnet’s band started a stand at the 
' Fiesta Danceteria, New York, last 
Sept. 13. Date was booked by Bar- 
net himself. He had previously de- 
clared a 10-year contract between 
himself and the agency as no longer 
in force. On the afternoon of the 
start of the Fiesta date all parties 
concerned in the dispute met before 
Petrillo. 


After hearing both sides, Petrillo 
decided that Barnet was to be al- 
lowed to take his grievances to a 
civil court, but that in the mean- 
time the leader was to abide by the 
terms of the contract with CRA. 
, Legal minds interpret that as a con- 
flicting ruling, that no one can 
logically and intelligently present a 
court argument against an agree- 
ment that they continue to recognize. 


charges preferred over the name of | 


PULSION TO BARNET 





{time his 


not to be played but that the band 
should fulfill one-nighters booked by 
CRA during the period of the Fiesta 
stand. Barnet continued at the danc- 
ery and after he ieft continued to 
book his own work. In the mean- 
lawyers had filed suit 


| against CRA asking for an account- 





ing of cash earned by Barnet and 
seeking a release fram the 10-year 
agreement. Latter contract still has 
more than eight years to run. 


Cluesmann then followed with the 
complaint that cited Barnet’s ‘de- 
fiance’ of the union in continuing to 
book his own work in the face of 
Petrillo’s order to recognize the 
CRA agreement. 

Barnet has stated that if his at- 
tempts to release himself from CRA 
fail he will break up his band. 

CRA won an initial victory over 
Barnet in N. Y. supreme court Satur- 
day (10) when Justice William T. 


| Collins struck out four parts of the 


leader’s complaint at the request of 


| Consolidated. 





In making his ruling the court de- 
clared that in its opinion the con- 
tract was one of management only. 
Therefore sections three, four, 11 and 
12 of the action, which did not deal 
with management, were stricken out. 


Section three declared Consoli- 
dated to be in the business of con- 
ducting an ageney and securing en- 
gagements for vaudeville and thea- 
trical entertainments, and that the 


| purpose of the disputed contract was 





international ' The ruling meant that the Fiesta was , 


for the defendant to secure employ- 
ment for the plaintiff. Section four 
repeats parts of section three and 
declares the contract was signed un- 
der those conditions. Section 11 de- 
clares that a 20% commission is ile 
legal, and section 12 says that the 
defendant was without authority to 
make the contract. 








———_ | 
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HURRICANE, N. Y. 


Henny Youngman, Caroline Marsh, 
Maurice and Cordoba, Jeri McMann, 


Maloha, Stanley Girls (5), Eddie 
Bush and Chiquito Orchs; $1.20 
minimum. 

Henny Youngman took up last 


Wednesday (6) where Romo Vincent 
left off as chief comic of this syn- 
thetic corner of Tahiti. Vincent -e- 
putedly returns around Xmas time 
and Youngman’s rapid-fire delivery 
remains till then. It’s a little out of 
place among the palms, put Young- 
man is energetic enough to overcome 
the otherwise lethargic atmosphere. 
He has a good gag for every one that 
misses, and that’s a pretty good aver- 
age. 

This show was caught at dinner- 
time, which is tourist-time also, and 
Youngman was up against a crowd 
that wasn’t hep and noisy as well. 
It was a typical chow mein-palace 
clientele, atiracted by tne Hurri- 
cane’s $1.25 minimum and promisin’? 
talent lineup. The latter doesn't 
miss. 

Caroline Marsh, who replaced 
Beverly Roberts, a laryngitis victim, 
after the opening night, is a sirong- 
and-good-looking vocalist. She fills 
the room with an excellent voice 
and neat style of delivery. Jeri Mc- 
Mann is a ballet-type hoofer a la 
Paul Draper and looks like a show 
bet once he can overcome the femi- 
nine posturing. That slinky-fitting 
silk Eton suit only exaggerates his 


distaff side mannerisms and tails or | 


Night Club Reviews 





ef 


flattering setting. 
house lights re- 


but a 
show 


} anything 
Even during 
main on. , 

Only newcomers to this seasons 
lineup are Barbara Long, last caught 
at the new defunct Town Casino, and 
Don Baker's quintet. Muss Long 1s 
a sock songstress with,a calisthenics 
complex. Not that she can’t give out 
-atisfactorily when taking a breather, 
but her singing is definitely secund- 
ary to her uninhibited antics. Not 
content with a mild bump“or two, 
she rips throuzh a routine of knee- 
bends, nip-ups and acrobatic gyra- 
tions that are way out of this world. 

Aside from mili.ating 


against her | 


vocal effectiveness, it’s ruinous mike} 


echnique. 

Baker's five-man combo gets little 
opportunity to assert itself, being 
limited to single spot, and playing 
show under wrars. When caught, 
ics opener, a Russian number, wasn’t 
imoressive. Room has no 
floor. 

Only standout is team of George 
Owens and Tony Parker, who have 
more or less carried the joint for 
past two years. Back with a new 
assortment of spicy songalogs, duo 
can just about supply all the di- 
vertissement needed. Ps‘ter is smort, 
and so deftly delivered that even 
most risque wordase is inoffensive. 
Owens is a comical 
mimicry is a show in itself. 

Bennett Green, likewise back for 
third season, 


song. 
Jack Reynolds fills the lulls with 
his skillful piano improvisations. 
Les. 


tux may add a more manly touch to | 


excellent tapping. 


Maurice and Cordoba’s ballroom- | 


ology was a strong click at this 
catching, the fine-looking team de- 
livering several routines and a cou- 
ple of encores, and even then were 
virtually forced to beg off. They’re 
graceful in the straight terping and 
very flashy in the lifts and twirls. 
It’s a big-time cafe act. 

There are a couple of hula and 
south-of-the-border breaks in the 
show via Maloha, an educated-hip 
swinger, and the five Stanley girls, 
who mix up slight acrobatics with 
rhumba rhythms. Eddie Bush’s orch 
plays the show nicely, with Chi- 
quito’s rhumba crew alternating. 

Scho. 


MOTHER KELLY’S 


(MIAMI BEACH) 
Miami Beach, Nov. 8. 
Owens and Parker, Barbara Long, 
Bennett Green, Jack Reynolds, Don 
Baker’s Orch (5). 


Pre-season opening finds Mother 


Kelly’s entourage little changed from | 


past years. 
peddied as 


Spot has 
atmospheric, 


long been 
much in 


same manner as Sloppy Joe’s in Ha-| 


vana. In reality, both joints com- 
bined couldn’t produce enough at- 
mosphere to ruffle a deb’s tresses. 
Decor of this room 
negative, glaring lights and a garish 
neon effect over the bar providing 


is particularly | 


LOG CABIN 


(ARMONK, N. Y.) 





Armonk, N. Y., Nov. 6. 
Herbie Holmes Orch (13) 


dance | 


as well as the eyes. Cromwell Sis-| 
put ‘em over. In addition the group) 
has bassist Bill Smith, who does | 
comedy tunes, and glee club ar-) 
rangements which use the entire 
band. ‘St. Louis Blues,’ when caught, 
was nicely delivered. 

Holmes himself is clean looking 
and smartly tailored. He sings oc-} 
casionally in deep voice, but popular 
tunes don’t seem to be up his aliey. 
Gets ’em off easily though. 

Log Cabin is situated some 30 
miles above New York, in Westches- 
ter County. Its construction and 
decorations account for the name, 
the atmosphere being entirely rus- 
tic. It’s a sprawling spot with ac- 
comodations for 1,500 in two rooms. 

Wood. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. 
Galli Galli, Ashburns (2), Kollette 
and Deane, Bob Carter, Al Marsico 
Orch; $1 couple cover, 


With nitery 





competish 


' stiffer and stitfer locally, Tony Con- 


chap whose | 


forti’s still leading the field in qual- 
ity of entertainment at his downstairs 
Nixon Cafe. Biz has been a bit off 
af late, not only here, but every- 
where, on account 
excitement, but instead of scissoring 
the budget to conform, which is the 
usual policy among the downtown 
bonifaces, Conforti has kept 


purse strings open and comes up 


' with his best selection of acts of the 


continues to capably | 
emcee and contribute an occasional| any show 


year. 
Of course, Galli Galli could make 
good. He's apparently 


| tops among the masters of magic, 


and there are customers who come 
back night after night just to see 
him work. Works like greased 
lightning, has no trouble getting 
even the snootiest payees up on the 
floor to stooge for him and he packs 
into his 15 minutes a full night of 
|entertainment. His piece de resis- 
ttance still comes when he begins 
| pulling live chicks out of the pants, 


with the coat, the shirt, etc., etc., of his | nitery continues its name policy, in- | 


Nuncy Hudson, Cromwell Sisters (3), non-pro assistants and nothing tries 


Bill Smith. 

This stand is Herbie Holmes’ first 
location shot of any length in east- 
ern territory. He's better known in 
the midwest. An unusually con- 
structed combination, the band un- 
der Holmes’ baton stacks up neatly 
in its particular style. It dispenses 
dance music and showmanship in 
gobs and always seems to be work- 
|ing for the satisfaction of the cus- 
| tomers, 

Sweet is the band’s line. not sticky, 
but rather straightforward stuff that 
|can be plenty appealing to the type 
| of patron who looks toward an even- 
|ing of ankle exercise along with the 
liquidizing. Composed of three fid- 
dles, three tenor saxes, two trum- 
,pets, four rhythm, and a quartet of 
|femme singers who are a 
asset from any angle, the band plays 


distinct 


| with a neat lift and earable blend 


of instruments despite the unusual 
instrumentation. Its 
and tempos are varied, too, with 
pleasing effect. Besides ballads and 
j}the usual run of moderated rhythm 


offerings it comes up with well- 
handled congas, rhumbas 
waltzes. 


Nancy Hudson, a looker, handles 
solo vocals and is easy on the ears 














Ly WP Wiliams andl rederick V Bower 


. hae “The Singing Speaker” 
Sensational “Hit” for Schools, Football Games—Parades or Concerts!! 
Complete Arrg., 75 cents. Conductor Part, 20c. All Other Parts, 10 cents. 
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HRViitanaWITH AGIAL LIKE YOU 


Greatest ““Come-back”’ Seng of them 


all! Orch., Waltz or Swing, 50c each. 


On FRED WARING’S “Round Robin’’—Chesterfield Program! 





At last! a worthy successor to Hom @anthehamve 


a . 
aa 
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USTY TRAIL 


Vty Little Mountain Home, 


by Billie Strom and “Happy” Jack Turner. “Hot” Swing Orch. 50e 





Published and Promoted by . . 


FREE! orate. 


to real Professionals. 


The Original WILL ROSSITER 
“The Chicage Publisher” 
173 W. Madison St. = CHICAG@. R& 








arrangemerits 


| 


|to follow this—nothing can. : 
| Nixon has another topflight act in 
'the dancing Ashburns. Conforti 
captured them by a fluke. They were 
supposed to have opened short time 
lago at Ohio Villa, Cleveland, 
when police clamped down on that 
spot, they were without a booking 
and came here hurriedly. Good- 
looking couple has class, grace and 
sophisticated manner, making every- 
lthing in their ballroom repertoire 
look like a million. Kollette and 
Deane (New Acts) 
flashy blondes with good legs they 
| put to good use. 


| Bob Carter, in addition to his vo-| 


|eal chores with Al Marsico band, 
istill m.es pleasantly and_ clicks 
| handily in his own spot. He’s a top- 
notch balladeer, hitting the high 
notes with power and clarity and 
|'making tunes like ‘Because’ do nip- 
lups. Marsico has the orch stand to 
| himself now, Ovando’s rhumba band, 
\relief crew, having disappeared a 
week ago when it became apparent 


lto Conforti that his regular clientele | 


wasn’t going for the congarhumba 


stuff. Marsico is in his second year | 
and! at Nixon Cafe and has learned what 


the customers here go for, and he 
| gives it to them neatly. In addition, 


he’s a fave with the performers be- | 


cause he’s the best show band leader 
in town. Cohen. 


—— 


MONACO’S, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Nov. 9. 
Chadwicks (2), Mary Ruth Milam, 
King’s Jesters (7); minimum, $1 
week-days; $1.50 Saturdays. 


Air of slick urbanity and its hgh 
culinary standards have always been 
the chief assets of this Pompeian- 
styled spot, but its entertainment 
policy is far too fluctuating. Although 
| it has tried everything from society 
ibands to floor shows and rhumba 
| outfits, few of them went clicko in a 
|big way. 





| It's the type of austere, high-ceii- | 


|inged room that needs a punchy per- 
sonality band to warm it up. King’s 
| Jesters as the latest experiment come 
| closer to filling the bill than majority 
lof their predecessors. A compact 
|combo of seven, it has more show- 
|manship, hotter dance rhythms and 
enough variety to rate a long stay at 
| Monaco’s Cafe. 
| Compared to Don Pabio’s softer 
|rhumba crew, which it replaced, this 
|one sounded too robust and swingy 
at opening dinner session. However, 
the invigorating dansapation is build- 
ing up a strong supper trade of 


up sweeter bands here. Fact that it 
doesn’t emphasize rhumbas is selling 
it big to the regular clientele. That's 
not so strange, since they take their 


nental atmosphere. 

As entertainers, Paul Whiteman’s 
three proteges—George Howard, 
John Ravencroft and Fritz Bastow, 
who organized the unit—also do well 
in putting on a lively show of their 
own. Trio harmonizes breezily, hit- 
ting it off best 





School’ or 
Also go nostalgic in yesteryear med- 
leys. Mary Ruth Milam iacks per- 


stress with a swell wardrobe. Charles 
Mikuli doubles in fiddle solos while 





| week and will do so again in Philadelphia this week where it’s 


growing _ 


of the election | 


the | 


and | 


are a teain of| 


youngsters who have been passing | 


hoofing straight, despite the conti-. 


ng in slightly corny | 
ditties of the ‘I Like To Stay After | 
‘Cousin Fanny’ brand. 


sonalit; but Is okay as a swing song- | 


{ e * 
‘ters (3) do harmonizing effects and | Inside Stufl—Music 





Jack Robbins transmuted the film press technique to the ‘Icec 


a : apades’ 
revue, which he’s publishing, by staging a cocktailery in Pittsbur wo 


gh last 


F . . curre 
Peter deRose and Mitchell Parrish who wrote the. ice show's tunes ne 


companied the music publisher on these exploitation junkets, at the same 
time contacting the trade, dealers, band plugs, etc. 

Whitney Blake Music Publishers, Inc., has become affiliated with the 
Society of European Stage Authors and Composers. Blake recently with. 
drew his application for membership in the American Society of Com. 
posers, Authors and Publishers which had been pending for some time. 





Shapiro, Bernstein & Co, has sold the title and story rights of the song 
‘Penny Serenade,’ to Columbia Pictures. Deal includes unlimited use at 
the number. ‘Penny’ was a best seller a couple years ago. 

} _— 
| Fred Harvey restaurant chain, which extends through the Santa Fe 
| Railroad system's territory, has expressed an interest in making an ex- 
ploitation tieup on a current Warner Bros.’ song release, ‘The Santa Fe 
Trail’, Tune is from the film of the same title. Harvey group would like 
not onl¥ to plug the number in its restaurants and dining cars but put 
| sheet music copies of ‘Trail’ on sale at its cashier desks, 
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an electric organ-piano duet is neatly — 

worked up by Dick Platt and Bud | . 

.—— | Band Bookings 

| Specialties are worked around two} g 

Chadwicks, who add color to slim 

revue with smart rhumbas and spin- | 

ning ballroom routines. There's a| Al Kavelin, Nov. 15, Oakhill C. ¢c 

feeling of incompleteness about the | Rochester, N. Y.: 16, Ohio U Athens 

show, despite neat doubling in brass, | 9. 17 Keith's "Roof B Balti - 

which calls for the addition of an-| 19’ po) rth i ar cl Imore, 

other act to balance it properly. » Roller Rink, Uniontown, Pa.; 20, 
Puilen. Stambaugh Aud, Youngstown, O.; 21, 

Coliseum B., Lorain, O.: 23, Olds 


CURLEY’S, MPLS, _|Hete!. Lansing, Mich.; 24, Dansant, 


Toledo, O. 
- Blue Barron, Dec. 6, Flatbus ~ 
Minneapolis, Oct. 31. soggy h. 
Oscar Bellman Orch 


atre, Brooklyn; 13, Windsor theatre, 
,Hegg, Henderson Trio, 


(5), Jimmy | Bronx. N. ¥ 
| Bruegge, Ethel Shutta; no cover or 




















Charlie) 
Johnny Long, Nov. 


17, Armory, 
| Monessen, Pa.; 





minimum, 19, Aud, Lawrence- 
| _ “aemeie | ville, Va.; 20, Richmond, Va.; 21, Aud, 
Bringing in Ethel Shutta for a Portsmouth, Va.; 22, six months, 


| fortnight’s engagement, this intimate | Roseland B., New York. 

|augurated with George Givot and D’Artega, Nov. 16, Columbia U, 

Nick Lucas. Although the spot,| New York. 

charging no cover or minimum and Jack Teagarden, Nov. 15, Union 

having a reasonable tariff for bever- College Schenectady N.Y: 17 

ages and food, caters mainly to the Ltric the : Brid: aa t Co ae 18, 

masses, Miss Shutta's sophisticated | > - Ere, SFIGgepert, pte . 
Nick’s Tavern, N. Y. City; 19, Spring- 


stuff smashes over. It’s proof that * = ‘ 
| genuine talent’s appeal has no lim- field, Mass.; 20, Kingston, N. Y.; 21, 
week, Loew's State theatre, N. Y. 


| itations. 

In = small reoer en Oscar Bell- Del Courtney, Nov. 17. Tower B 
man's five-piece orchestra is plent EY ee ee 
ieeee ond ee j tec ane A job Pittsburgh; 18, Fairgrounds Club, 
playing the show and for dancing.| Muskogee, Okla. 

Al Donahue, Nov. 
Club, Austin, Tex.; 23, 


| Jimmy Hegg m.c.s capably and also} 
Opelousas, La. 


vocalizes pleasingly. Aside from 

| Miss Shutta, the floor show is of 

| modest proportions, but her presence Claude Hopkins, Nov. 17, Audi- 
torium, Lowell, Mass.; 21, week, Ma- 
jestic theatre, Brooklyn. 

Vincent Lopez, Nov. 15, Ritz the- 
atre, Clarksburg, W. Va.; 30, Bilt- 
more hotel, New York. 

Enoch Light, Nov. 26-27, Coliseum 


27, Women’s 
Cedar Lane, 


| spells a tremendous amount of en- 
| tertainment in the aggregate. 
| The Three Hendersons, two men 
;and a girl, are versatile performers 
| who combine juggling, hoofing and 
|} balancing in their well-received 
| turn. Jimmy Hegg has played| 
| numerous engagements in local clubs | ¢hon¢e . asis 
|}and theatres and he varies his’ ae ee ee a hee 
| comedy musical routine only slightly, “Ted owt ge toogg 18 ¢ ne week 
> 4 ; s. . ° ® O feeKs, 


if at all, but his act does not seem . hare 
| to suffer from familiarity and repeti- | Royal Palm Club, Miami, Fla. 














tion. He incorporates considerable 
amusing business in his Charlie _ 
Chaplin impression, demonstrates 


| eccentric dancing ability and, for a 
standout, plays the banjo upside 
down. 
Miss Shutta closes the show and 
| left these customers clamoring for 
|} more Every one of her comedy 
song numbers is socko, but her 
| masterly handling of the clever 
| lyrics gives them added values. She| 
dees ‘Darn Clever, These Chinese,’ | 
‘Madame La Zonga,’ George M. 
Cohan’s ‘Indians and Trees’ and a 
special-material .song about a girl 
who got sunburned. The last named 
is somewhat blue, but not in the least | 
offensive under the Shutta treatment. | 
They were standing ’em up at the | 
last show on the second night of 
Miss Shutta’s engagement. Rees. 


ANDY 
KIRK 


and his “Clouds of Joy” 


featuring 


MARY LOU WILLIAMS 


at the piano 


JUNE RICHMAN 
HARRY WELLS 


Vocals 


| KITTY DAVIS AT MIAMI CLUB 

Miami Beach, Nov. 12. 
Deal has been closed for sale 

of Belmont Club, beach’s only year- 


a 
ROYAL THEATRE 


round nitery, to Kitty Davis, Chicago BALTIMORE 
boite owner, by operators George This Week (Nov. 8) 
Shelton and Charley Friedman. New 7 


management takes over immediately. 

Joint has been tagged Kitty Davis’ 
Airport, and revised decor will fol- 
low an aeronautical motif, dining 
room representing Miss Davis’ con- 
ception of a Buck Rogers stratoliner. | 
Kitty Davis is area’s first femme! 
|nitery operator since Texas Guinan | 
ran the Silver Slipper here in 1925. | 


Decca Records 
= 


Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 




















“TOPS” ON ALL. PROGRAMS 


SOME OF YOUR SWEETNESS 


(Got Into My Heart) 


Abe Lyman on Bluebird No. 10857A; Wayne 
Recorded by ie Victor No. 26749B. Vic Schoen Dance Arr. 


AND TOMMY GOES, TOO 


Frankie Masters, Okeh No. 5772; Mitchell 
Recorded bya ror Bluebird No. B10884A. Geo. Cole Orch. 


PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 


1657 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
BEN EDWARDS, Manager 
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AGVA REVAMPS N.Y. LOCA 








Al Al Siegal Pleads for a Break for His 
Singers From Vaudfilm Name Bands 








New York, Nov. 8. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Show business has been very kind 
to me, and when I say show busi- 
ness, I mean the people in it—the 
musicians, stagehands, electricians, 
agents, trade papers and, most of all, 
the girl singers whose reputations 
I've had a part in making. (I don’t 
mean they were too grateful, but the 
fact they were there to work on is 
enough. I’m still working on them, 
and that’s the reason for these ob- 
servations.) I want to continue to 
find them and make them. Now 
when I say make them, I must say 
at once that I can only make them 
if show business (look above) co- 
operates, and in the past the record 
is plenty in the groove. 

Now, it has been my experience 
that orchestrations and materia] add 
at least 25 to 50% to the success of 
the singer. Let’s get down to the 
orchestrations: they must be played, 
and obviously the better played the 
better the results. Who plays my 
arrangements? Orchestras. 

In the past, the pit orchestra’s job 
depended on their ability to play the 
show. Today, in band policy houses, 
the artist is liable to run up against 
a situation where his or her act is 
at the mercy of the band’s ability to 
accompany. 

My experience has been that these 
name dance bands do a sweil job 
for themselves and their own vocal- 
ists, due to plenty of rehearsals and 
knowing each other's styles. But, 
when it comes to playing a show— 
look out, brother! The reasons for | 





+ 
_ 


Carroll’s Brief Shuttering 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Earl Carroll is planning to close 
his nitery around Dec. 1 while ready- 
ing a new show for Christmas night 
unveiling. 
Current troupe may be packaged 
for tour of picture houses. 


MULL VAUDE IN 
8 ST. LOUIS 
HOUSES 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 


Harry Arthur, general manager in 
St. Louis for the Fanchon & Marco 
theatres, was in town last week with 
Ralph McGowan, St. Louis city man- 
ager, with an eye towards returning 
vaude to eight theatres in that town 
should satisfactory deals be worked 
out with stagehands and musicians 
unions, 


St. Louis, though one of the na- 











tion’s key towns, has been backward | 


as far as vauge is concerned for sev- 
eral years now. 











Idea Behind Reorg Is to 
Entirely Eliminate N. Y. 
Officers and Board — Will 
Curb Long Brewing Dis- 
sension Over Some Of- 
ficials 


oe 


SINGLE CONTROL 





Per last week’s expectations, the 
national board of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is complete- 
ly revamping the New York local 
setup. Phil Irving, local executive 
secretary and long a bone of conten- 
tion, is the first out, with others to 
follow. Irving ‘resigned’ following 
last Thursday’s (7) national board 
meeting. 

It’s the union’s first major step to 
clean house in N. Y., where only 
factionalism on the local board and 
among the N. Y. branch’s officers 
has retarded the union’s progress. 
The’ reorganization comes after 
months of bickering, chiefly due to 
charges of 
American tactics 
some in the union. 


levelled against 





But business has/| 
been so big with some of the occa-| 


times conflicting machinery of hav- 


ing two boards and sets of officers | 


in N. Y., the national and local. In 





‘ supreme 
communism and un-| 


Another factor in the revamp is | 
the national board’s desire to do) 
away with the cumbersome and oft- | 


PHIL IRVING, EXEC Philly Agents Nix AGVA Deal, Fearing 
CY, FAST QUT Rens From Kells Ine Faction 





Reuben’s in Miami 


Miami, Nov. 12. 

Negotiations were concluded this 
week between Arnold Reuben and 
Tom Cassara for purchase of latter’s 
Club Continentale on 23d street. 

Spot will be transformed into eat- 
ery similar to Reuben’s New York 
establishment, 


SHUBERTS DROP 
SUIT AGAINST 
RAE-DAVIS 


The test action of Operatic Fes- 
tival, Inc., against Nan Rae and 
Maude Davis came to an abrupt end 
last week (5), when the Shubert sub- 
sidiary secured an order from N. Y. 
court Justice Thomas 
Noonan terminating the action. 

Suit alleged breach of contract. 
As result of the discontinuance, the 
defendants’ claim that the Shuberts 
were illegally operating a booking 
agency and charging more than the 
| legal rate of interest of 5% will not 
receive a court ruling. 

Action claimed that the defend- 











this are as varied as the bands them-/| sional shows played in that town) the new order of things, it’s expected | ants, a comedy team, were attempt- 


selves. 
jump, another is sweet, etc., — 
(Continued on page 52) e 


One band is strictly jive and| that the operators believe the cus-| that the entire local setup will be ing to breach an agreement grant- 





Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 


The battle royal between the 
Philly unit of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and the indie United 
Entertainers Assn. is reaching the 
‘you're another’ stage. No cafe owner 
has dared sign a contract with either 
union for fear of being subject to 
reprisal] by one or the other. Agents, 
members of the Entertainment Man- 
agers Assn. have refused to recognize 
either AGVA or the UEA as repre- 
senting performers, 


Last week Hoyt C. Haddock, na- 
tional executive secretary of AGVA, 
conferred with members of the EMA 
board, asking that the ten-percenters 
back up his union, but was turned 
down flatly. 

‘Until you put your house in order 
and show us that you really have a 
bona fide representation of the ac- 
tors, we can’t do business,’ was the 
message of the agents. 

Lee Traver, executive secretary of 
AGVA here, was transferred to Chi- 
cago as an organizer, and Jack Miller 
was named national representative in 
charge of the local here. 

Tom Kelly, ousted as exec secre- 
tary of local AGVA last August over 
disagreement regarding policies, and 
who revived the UEA, intimated that 
Traver’s transfer was an attempt to 
mollify local members. Kelly claims 
that the Philly membership was in 
back of him when he demanded that 
the AGVA leadership be deposed 
because of ‘Communistic tendencies.’ 

Kelly called a meeting of his ad- 
herents last week to reorganize his 
UEA union, which had been dormant 





| while he was associated with AGVA. 


tomers are ready for a steady diet} out, with the national board and offi-| ing the plaintiff exclusive rights to | He claimed that ‘more than 75 mem- 


of vaude. 


(Continued on page 52) 


(Continued on page 52) 


!bers attended.’ 

















Returned After 14 Years of Touring the World 


NOW ON COAST-TO-COAST TOUR 


(Before Departure to South America) 


The World’s Greatest 


Magician 


“DANTE” 











“Broadway’ 3 Newest Pet’’—John Anderson in the N. Y. Journal-American 5 





SIM 


with MOI-YO MILLER and Company of 30 Mystifiers 
Now for a Two-Weeks’ Run at the Shubert Theatre, Boston, Mass. 


Legitimate Successor to Kellar and Thurston, and His International Mystery Revue 


SALA BIM 


Direct from a Sensational Run at Morosco Theatre on Broadway 
(Last Week, “Smash Hit” at Locust Street Theatre, Philadelphia) 


THE AMERICAN “PRESS” CONFIRMS THE VERDICT OF THE WORLD: 


real novelty the new show season has uncovered. 








= 


~~ 


——— ereteicnitaceeceainseninin —— NEW YORK—Burns Mantle in the New York Daily News gives PHILADELPHIA—“For two hours Dante intrigues amuses and 
“Dante” 3 stars, and says “... you'll love DANTE—the only amazes in his mystery revue. Original sensation, most spec- ; 
Here is a tacular, the first fuli-length magic show in some years.” 























bit of Hermann, the Great, and a bit of Kellar, the Greater. —Philladeiphia Inquirer, Nov. 5, '40. 
Here is a touch of Houdini, the Marvelous, and a big slice of “Dante’s Cavalcade of Wonders is well worthy to follow in 
Thurston, the Incredible. And here, fusing the greatest jumble the trickster succession of Hermann-Kellar and Thurston.” 


of paraphernalia and properties ever piled together on one 
stage, is Dante, the Master.” 


—Public Ledger, Nov. 5, '40. 


proate Aton inthe New ovk Tien, fa: Maeve AN ea seu gin heet—Pey ne 
When giving a show, Dante gives a show. It was good to hear Nov, 5, *40, g ° y News, 
whistling again in the theatre. Two hours of mirth and magic. 
Everything he does is stupendous, miraculous and amazing. “SIM-SALA-BIM {fs a lot of fun and magic, and a swell show 
Wilella Waldorf, in the New York Post, says: for the kiddies. And as for you grown-ups, seeing is mis- 


provides one of the merriest entertainments Broadway has believing.” —Philadelphia Record, Nov, 6, '40. ' 
No wonder Dante has been a riot for LONDON, ENG.—“He is the Cecil de Mille of Magic.”—News- 
” : Chronicle, Aug. 13, '36. 

“Just as Ziegfeld was the king of his own field of showman- 
ship, so is Dante at the top in the World of Magic.’’—Sporting 
and Dramatic News, Sept. 11, ’36. 


NOW! 


Cable or Write to 
R. VAN REEMSDYKE 
140 WEST 
57TH STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: Cl. 6-5726 


i 


“Sim-Sala-Bim 


boasted in some time. 
the past fourteen years. 


John Anderson, in the New York Jour *nal-American, says: 
is Broadway's newest pet. Master magician and master show- 


man with Olsen and Johnson informality.” 


“Dante 
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STENCH BOMB 


LYNCH'S IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 

As,if he didn’t have enough troub- 
les, what with the State Liquor 
Board trying to grab his booze li- 
cense and the city police making 
him shutter at midnight Saturday, 
Jack Lynch, operator of one of the 
city’s leading niteries, which bears 
his name, now has a brand new 
headache—stench bombs. 





Saturday night (9), just when the | vison, press agent of AGVA and a 


place was filled with spenders seek- 


ing to down a flock of fast ones be- | 


fore the cops pronounced the cur- 
few, a couple of guys let go with the 
foul-smelling missiles that forced 
nearly 300 customers to flee. 
Detectives nailed William A. 
McCaffrey and Tony Forcillo as the 
bomb-throwers. They refused to 
tell why they did it, even 
Lynch offered them $1,000 if they’d 


| stance, 








N. Y, AGVA 


Continued from page 51 








cers acting for the local as well as 
the country-wide situation. 
Organizer Changes 
Besides the fact that the local of- 
ficers and board will be dissipated, 
the ranks of the N. Y. organizers will 
also undergo some changes. There 
has been considerable to-do, for in- 
over John Velasco, colored 
who was formerly an or- 
ganizer for the Theatre Arts Com- 
mittee, alleged Communist group, 
and is said to be still a member of 
TAC. Velasco is accused of hiring 


organizer, 


Frank Newton's orch for AGVA’s re- | 


at Manhat- 
it- 


cent entertainment-ball 
tan Centre. Newton’s orch bills 
self as ‘Cabaret TAC Orchestra.’ 

Also on the way out is Ed Har- 


figure in the theatrical trade paper 
chapter of the American Newspaper 
Guild (CIO). This has put Harrison 
in the peculiar light of being active 


,in both CIO and American Federa- 


after | 


tion of Labor unions, despite the 
fact that these bodies have long been 
at odds with one another. 

AGVA’s N. Y. local only recently 
held its election of officers and board 


'2 ST. LOUIS NITERIES 





tell who put them up to it. Lynch members. Only 85 votes were tal- 
was quoted as saying that ‘some lied and some in AGVA didn't like 
competitor’ was responsible. It was, the electioneering methods used. 


reported that a stink bomb was un-| Those voted in were: Peter Wells. 
loosed in the spot a month ago, but president; Elton Rich, Romo Vincent, 
no official complaint was made to Hazel Scott, Sydney Chatton and 
the cops. | Eddie Bartell, vice-presidents; Chas. 

Meanwhile the cops continued Arno, recording secretary, and Sam) 
their blitzkrieg against niteries hold-' Kramer, treasurer. Members of the 
ing open past the ‘witching hour’ on board chosen were Pierre Beaucaire, | 
Saturday by raiding the College Inn Ray Bourbon, Tyler Carpenter, Edith | 
near the campus of Temple Univer-;| Delaney, Dianne Rel Rio, Thelma, 
sity. Fifty patrons were chased Flowers, Moya Gifford, Winnie Gray. 
from the place and the proprietor, | Luba Kowalska, Bill McGowan, Carol | 
Louis Tomasco, was arrested. It) Murphy, Audrey Noonan, Sergio 
was the second time within four’ Orta, Mack Pearson, Hattie King 
weeks that the place was taken. Last Reavis, Alma Ross, Helen Sanford. 
raid was staged on Oct. 13. | Elizabeth Savage, Jay Seiler, David 


N. Y. MUSICIANS’ LOCAL “22 and Dorothy Wenzel. 
FORCES NITERY PAYOFF 


Besides the reorganization of the 
New York Local 802 of the Ameri- 





N. Y. setup, AGVA’s national board 
is now proposing to Equity that the 
chorus girls be put into one union, 
policed by both AGVA and Equity. 
AGVA considers this the only way 


can Federation of Musicians stepped |? eliminate chorines paying dual 
~ , les initiati . 

in on the Tropicana, recently opened | ues and initia ion fees. According 

N. Y. nitery, to collect a week's sal-|t0 the plan, Equity and AGVA 


ary due Ella Fitzgerald’s band. Out- would take from the chorines’ dues 
fit worked two weeks at the spot be- | only he et nce Mg agp oe oe 
ginning Oct. 18 and was not paid off | the chorines’ branch, with all monies 
for the second week. It has not yet| left over going into a_ strictly 
heen settled. chorines’ fund. Dewey Barto, pres- 

Fitzgerald crew starts two weeks ident of AGVA, has already proposed 
at the Brunswick hotel, Boston, | the idea to both Equity and the As- 
Nov. 18. isociated Actors and Artistes of 
America. 


‘Hellz’ Burley Unit 


Newark, Nov. 12. 

Having just settled one suit over 
the title of ‘Hellzafire’ used by the 
nut unit which Benny Meroff now 
calls ‘Funzafire,’ it looks like Olsen 
and Johnson will have another beef 
to make to protect their ‘Hellzapop- 
pin.” A burlesque unit of the Hirst 
circuit was billed last week (3-9) at 
the Empire here under the ‘Hellza- 








CYNDA 
GLENN 


INTEKNATIONAL COMEDIENNE 


8TH WEEK 
COPACABANA CASINO aly 
re’ tag. 
RIO DE JANEIRO The burley unit is the one built | 


BRAZIL | around the snake-charming stripper 
Zorita. 
‘The THEATRE of the STARS’ 



































BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK | 


Bayant 9-7800 





J. H. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


EXCHANGE FLOORSHOWS 


St. Louis, Nov. 12. 

Johnny Perkins, part owner of the | 
Playdium, a combo bowling alley and 
nitery in East St. Louis, and Steve 
Cady, operater of a nitery in mid- 
town here, have inaugurated a 
policy new in these parts by ex- 
changing their floor shows once 
weekly. Cady’s place is shuttered 
on Monday night, so he carts his 
talent across the Mississippi, where 





,they appear in the Playdium. The 
reciprocal agreement calls for 
Perkins’ show to make an appear- 


ance in Cady’s place two nights later. 

Stunt is attracting lots of attention 
in the Mississippi Valley and other 
nitery operators are trying to figure 
out if this kind of cooperation would 
not be more beneficial to all than the 
usual cut-throat tactics indulged in. 





e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 





The film rights of “Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ were valued by the comedy’s 
management at $1,000,000. A group 
of Wall Street men was said to have | 
offered $800,000, but it was refused. | 





Pola Negri valued her services 
highly, and the result was that Fam- 
ous Players, which permitted her 
option to lapse, saw the star being 
lost to United Artists. Miss Negri 
would have forgotten about UA, 
however, for $10,000 weekly. 





An all-English vaude program 
played the Broadway Palace. It was 
the first time such a show had 
played on any American vaude stage. 
Priced at $6,500, it included Nervo 
and Knox, Rebla, Ada Reeve, Casey 
and Warren, among others. 


The premiere of ‘Charlot’s Revue’ 
at the Broadway Selwyn was re- | 
garded as THE preem of the season. 
There seemingly was no price limit | 
for seats, one broker being offered 
$200 for a pair. 

The Duncan Sisters were drawing 
terrifically in some towns that had | 
previously been considered dead as 
far as b.o. was concerned. 





Five new hits on Broadway in 10 
tries was a high percentage for 
Broadway, but that was the average 
realized through the clicky bows of 
‘Charlot’s Revue,’ ‘Last of Mrs. Che- 
ney,’ ‘Naughty Cinderella’ (Irene 
Bordoni and Nat Pendleton), Prin- 
cess Flavia and ‘Young Woodley.’ 

The Shuberts wére in another jam 
with the Washington dailies. All due 
to the Shuberts’ desire to cut the 
ticket allotment to the papers for the 
George Arliss starrer, ‘Old English’ 
at the Belasco. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Nov. 1 
Cliff Heather, Pittsfield. Mass., 
trombonist, who did the trick at the 
Will Rogers, is now ozoning for the 


9) 
| 


| gardless of your original conception. 
'And that’s my point: are they to 


‘you or break you. 
| at 


'claim the theatre operators ought to 


| hind the act and help to put it over. 
| They may be stars when they’re on, 
| but they’re just background other- 
| wise. 
jall a 


WARNE JONES JOINS 


| booker for 
| Platt, general booking manager for 


meet 


balance of the winter at 59 Kiwassa 


road here. 
Lillian (Tootsie) Newcomb, who 
mastered a mess of operations dur- 


ing her three years here, left for 
her home and husband in Milwan- 
kee. The tiny dancer of vaudeville 


days got an absolute okay. 

Jimmy Marshall, who is in Ga- 
briel, N. Y., says that he anticipates 
a go-home-to-New York okay. 

After arguments and § 
ing, 26 patients of the Will Rogers 
registered, only to find out later that 
they could not vote. Reason, they 
are inmates of a charitable institu- 
tion 

Margie Regan of the Will Rogers 
has been bedsided by big-shots of 
the sports world. Within a month 
she was mitted by Jimmy Johnston 
fight-promoter, Jack Dempsey, Bob 
Pastor and Stanley Keefe, ex-light- 
weight boxer. 

Frank Gregory, ex-tab comic, who 
once N.V.A.’d it up here, is nursing 
a slight setback in Asheville, N. C. 

Nick Roberts, who claims a con- | 


7h) 7: 
mud-sling- 


| nection with the old-time vaude act, 


The Eight Blue Devils, in and out 
with an okay on a recent checkup. 


| He hails from Fall River, Mass. 


Frank Palmer, of the Musical Pal- 
mers, who ozoned here and at Ga- 
briel, left for his Fargo, N. D., home. 

Write to those who are ill. 


DANCERS’ MEX PIC 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
and fTarriba, dancers, | 





Raquel 


| closed their eight-week engagement 
/at the LaConga here and left for 


Mexico to do a picture. 
Chiquita and Dolores Gay fol- 
lowed them into the local nitery. 


~~ 





Rid leg jas ee 


when they play your musie, they 
give it their own interpretation re- 











play the show in their own style or 
as an accompaniment supplied by 
the theatre for your act? 

Make or Break 

Furthermore, why the lack of in- 
terest on their part for your act? 
You're there to do your bit as well 
as you can. Alright, they're the at- 
traction—but do their obligations 
end with their own act and are they 
to slough you off? 

There's no question they can make 
Take this week 
the Paramount, on Broadway. 
Glen Gray is playing my music for 
Connie Russell, and doing an O. K. 
job. When I want it loud—it’s loud, 
and when I want it soft, it’s soft. 

But a few weeks ago, I had the 
reverse experience; not only were 
the boys tired, but the leader was 
standing up waving his stick in the 
air, any tempo, and the hell with us! 
Not only did the boys not follow 
him, but they didn’t look at me. 
After all we want to make good, too. 
We want the big dough. These boys 
are fat. They've made good and 
don’t have to worry. 

I claim they work hard enough for 
themselves and lay down on us. I 


see that the act is protected at re- 
hearsals. I claim that the leader 
should see that his musicians get be- 


I claim if a name band were 
theatre needed, the theatre 
wouldn't buy any acts. I claim my 
reputation, and every act’s reputa- 
tion, is at stake when we're on. I 
claim we rate a break! Al Siegal. 





STANLEY, PITT. 
STICKS T0 
UNITS 


Pittsburgh, Nov, 12. 

Vaude trend has shifted here, Last 
year, Stanley, WB deluxer, wouldn't 
take a chance on anything but name 
bands. Units were poison. Whole 
picture has changed this season 
however. Big-time orchs, whatever 
their reps, are being passed up com- 
pletely by Harry Kalmine, zone 
manager for WB in this territory 
and he’s going in for unit shows al- 
most exclusively. 


House is apparently determined to 
make combo policy stick for the 
winter, as against pre-season dope 
that Stanley would be an in-and- 
outer most of the year. ‘Scandals’ 
tab got the theatre back on a regu- 
lar show basis last week, and the 
George Jessel unit is current. That'll 
be followed Friday (15) by Laurel 
and Hardy show, with nothing 
booked yet to follow except Louella 
Parsons’ troupe Nov. 29. 


NAT MOSS FILES IN 
BKPTCY, OWES $61,781 


Nat Moss, known as Nathan Mos- 
cowitz, restaurateur, now employed 
at the Famous Door, Inc., New York, 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in N. Y. federal court Wed. 
(6) listing no assets and liabilities 
of $61,781. Liabilities are confined 














B&K AS VAUDE BOOKER 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 
Warne Jones has been appointed 
salaban & Katz by Nate 


B. & K 

He was for many years booker for 
RKO and Singer theatres in mid- 
west. 





Shubert Suit 


Continued from page 51 





their services. The defense declared | 
that the Shuberts were operating an 
agency without a license, and in| 
lending its stars to film companies 
and other legit producers, were se- 
curing large fees and collecting roy- | 
alties on their services far in excess 
of the 5% commission allowed under 
N. Y. State law. 
End of the suit 


was a dour dis- 
appointment to Emil K. Ellis, at- 
torney for the defendants, who is- 
sued a statement declaring, “The ter- 
mination of this action is a disap- 
pointment to me, as I had hoped the 
Shuberts would come into court and 
this issue. I am firmly con- 
vinced they are operating a booking 
agency and I had wished to prove it 
in court.’ 
The court has denied a request of | 
Lee and Jacob J. Shubert to avoid | 
being examined before trial. ' 


to the A. & U. Restaurant, 1600 
Broadway, N. Y., and to other credit- 


lors for monies borrowed and furni- 


jture. This is the corporation which 
\tried to revive the Hollywood Res- 
jtaurant, N. Y., after its bankruptcy 
}under Joe Moss’ direction. 

Joe and Nat Moss are brothers. 


‘Titan Trio’s J. J. Ryan 
Sues for 206 Injuries 





An action by John J. Ryan, per- 
| former and a member of the Titan 
| Trio, against the Stanley Co. of 
| America was revealed Friday (8) in 
the N. Y. supreme court. Suit seeks 
$20,000 damages for personal injuries 
suffered in the Stanley theatre, 
Pittsburgh, June 9, 1940. 

Ryan claims that he fell from the 
stage to the basement at a morning 
rehearsal. Stanley Co. claims that 
Ryan’s work entailed certain risks 
which he was aware of, and that the 
contract he signed when put to work 
eliminated collecting of monies fo! 
injuries. 











Best Coffee in erery 
QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-EN 
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At Loew’s State Theatre, N 


Direction — THOS, 





) DANCIN 


Featuring GERTRUDE BRIEFER and LILLIAN MACK 


ew York, Week of Nov. 14 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 


Glen Gray and Casa Loma band, 
Red Skelton, Al Siegal, Connie Rus- 
sell. Knight Sisters, Pee Wee Hunt. 
Kenny Sargent; ‘North West Mounted 
Police’ (Par); reviewed in VARIETY 
Oct. 23. 

Glen Gray’s Casa Loma unit stacks 
up as one of the slickest, savviest 
dance units in the business. It gives 
a swell account of itself in this stage 
show. The same goes for Red Skel- 
ton and Al Siegal's latest _vecal dis- 
covery, Connie Russell. The three- 
way combination provides a highly 
pleasant hour. Casa Loma surieils 
em with a brightly documented and 
diversified volume of dance rhyihm 
in the most modern manner, Miss 
Russell unloosens a vigorous, blazing 
style of singing that registers big and 
Skelton sends ’em away laughing. 

The house technicians do especially 
well by Casa Loma. The lighting 
effects have been smartly thousht 
out and these play no small part in 
the impression made by the band’s 
performance. With Gray out in 
front, the band opens with a hot 
arrangement and then, with a sharp 
shift in mood, it takes the bolere 
rhythms of ‘Temptation’ and makes 
’em exciting listening. In this latter 
passage the woodwinds and the brass 
section compete for honors and the 
harmonic result is pretty much of a 
photo finish. Later innings by the 
band include its incendiary exhibit 
of swing, ‘No Name Jive,’ Si Baker's | 
amazing highnote calisthenics with 
the trumpet, Kenny Sargent’s torch 
specializations and Pee Wee Hunt's 
knack for getting both rhythm and 
comedy out of such numbers as ‘I’m 
Nobody’s Baby’ and ‘Me and the 
Ghost Upstairs.’ 

Skelton darts in and out of the | 
proceedings, and on every occasion 
this comic, who improves with every 
view, scores maximum results. At 
first it’s a monolog, crisp and funny. 
On his next entry his wife, Edna 
Stillwell, is along to lay the custom- 
ers low with their impressions of 
what would happen in a department 
store if the clerks were permitted to | 
say what they thought. But the howl 
of howls comes at the fadeout point 
of the runoff when he gives way to 
his ace bit of nonsense, the tele- 
vision announcer fastened with the 
task of selling and demonstrating a 
liquor brand. 

With Miss Russell it’s not a case of 
promising talents. They are already 
there in rich profusion. Among the 
assets are looks, an air of self- 
confidence, a voice that’s both sturdy 
and resilient and a keen sense of dra- 
matic values. She certainly knows 
how toc punch out a song with all its 
undertones of harmony and over- 
tones of story interpretation. She 
makes a lyric tingle with imagery 
and when she gets through with her 
sing-and-say the audience knows 
that the item has been thoroughly 
explored from every melodic and 
narrative angle. Siegal is at his usual 
place throughout, the piano. 

Also on the bill are the Knight 
Sisters. Their specialty is acrobatic 
adagio. The highpoint is not so much 
the routine as their figures. Odec. 


—_—_— | 


ALVIN, MPLS. | 





‘ | 
Minneapolis, Nov. 12. 

Line (12); Three Ladd Sisters, 
Paul Allen, Barney Grant, Brown the 
Magician (4), Rolla & Verna Pickert, 
Lois Lane, Black Brothers (2), 
Michael Loring; ‘Earl of Puddlestone’ 
(Rep). 

As usual, there is plenty of encer- 
tainment value here, even though 
the show falls considerably under its 
immediate predecessor’s high stand- 
ard. At least three of the acts, the 
chorus and the elaborately staged 
produced numbers merit particular 


praise. 
The current headliner, Michael 
Loring, best known for his radio 


singing, rates as somewhat of a name 
here because he’s a native Min- 
neapolitan and was prominent in 
Universjty of Minnesota and other 


amateur and semi-professional the- 
atricals before he left for a film, 
legit and airwave career. He fills 


the bill nicely. 

Snow opens with the 12 choristers 
as Dutch boys and girls in a fast tap 
number for which Paul Allen, house 
Singer, vocalizes. The Three Ladd 
Sisters from the line do a pleasing 
Specialty during this interlude. 

Barney Grant, hick comic, fills the 
m.c. assignment cavabie besides of- 
fering his own individual turn. He 
uses skill in running the show and 
com?: across with several amusing 
ges and stories. 

Four lookers from the line work 
with Brown the Magician, whose act 
consists of sleight-of-hand and other 
none too mystifying or unusual 
tricks. Rolla and Verna Pickert are 
a corking dance team who swing it 
up on high stilts to climax their tap, 
acrobatic and eccentric routines. The 
girl is an eye-filler. 

A flash baliet number by the line 
is noteworthy for its costuming, 
lighting, staging and dancing. It in- 
troduces Lois Lane, one of the 
choristers, in a difficult toe routine. 
Then Grant steps cut of his m.c. roie 
to cop laughs with his mixture of hill- 
billy and rube patter and songs in- 
terspersed with a bit of eccentric 
dancing. 

The Biack Brothers are tramp 

aerobatic comics who perform some 


| stage 


in on the earlier acts. 


| posers, 


hard balancing and tumbling when/{ 
they're not clowning. Loring is 
spotted next to close and, in this 


position, his singing clicks sufficiently | 
to stop the show. To go with a good 
voice, he has fine looks, personality, | 
a pleasing stage presence and ex-| 
ceptional delivery and presence. His 
repertory has been wisely chosen for | 
vaudeville. He does ‘I Love to; 
Ride a Ferry,’ ‘There I Go,’ a novel 
and especially commendable ‘Cuban 
Money [ivers’ number, ‘Beguine’ and 
‘Molly Malone.’ Got a heavy hand. 

A snappy collegiate number, par- 
ticularly appropriate for this football 
weekend, has the choristers in shorts 


quee nice dressing in the way of 

and sweaters and waving pennantS names and they are probably chiefly 
of the various universities. It’s an responsible for what business the 
effective finale. - house is doing, At the last show 
Lower tl or well filled at late opening night (Friday ), attendance 


Saturday night (9) show caught. 
Rees. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Nov. 9. 


Milt Britton’s Band, Samuels pletely lacking in style. 
Brothers and Harriet Hayes; Helen In between the band sessions, how- | 
Palmer, Irving Jaffe, Phil Brown. ever, the personalities vive an ex- 
Tommy Rafferty. ‘A Little Bit of cellent account of themselves. Haley 
Heaven’ (Univ). jis topnotch, both as a single and 
~- |}when working with first a white- 


Milt Britton and his band of musi- 
cal maniacs, as he calls them, head 
a bill topheavy «in tap dancing. 


While most of it is okay, the pro-| 
makes | 
for completely satisfactory and well 


gram lacks the variety that 


balanced entertainment. 


Britton and his band occupy the 
throughout, and though the 
major portion of their offering is re- 
served for the latter half of the bill, 
the boys are not averse to chiming 
In fact, with 
stooges wandering on 
the proceedings have somewhat the 
appearance of a miniature ‘Helza- 
poppin.’ 

Chief dancing ensemble is that of 


ithe three Samuels brothers and Har- 
| riet 
| taps with their feminine partner, but 


Hayes. The boys do military 
the latter is the mainstay of the act 
with her acrobatic splits and twists. 

Another pert dancer is Helen 
Palmer, whose line is taps also, and 
she’s very nifty in their execution. 
She’s followed by violinist Irving 
Jaffe, who has a clever stunt with 


his imitation of birds on the strings, | 


Phil Brown goes into high, after 
starting singly, when a partner joins 
the act and the two engage in com- 
edy acrobatics. 

Once the band swings into action 
with its own stuff, the proceedings 
become a bit more hilarious, begin- 
ning with still more taps by Tommy 
Rafferty. Latter, however, gives 
them an eccentric twist and adds a 
fairly good imitation of Charlie 
Chaplin. 

Band numbers that follow include 
the troupe’s own version of ‘Comin’ 
Round the Mountain’ and in inter- 
lude in which the band members dis- 
guise themeselves as famous com- 
each ‘conducting’ one of his 
own best known compositions in 
modern swing. 

Concluding episode is a reversion 
to the well-known Britton rendition 
of ‘Poet and Peasant,’ in which coats 


and instruments are rendered apart | 


However, com- 
appearances, 


free-for-all. 
with previous 


in a 
pared 


and off the, 
stage and in and out of the wings, | 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Priscilla Lane, Jack Haley, Condos 
Bros, (2), Bob Dupont, Teddy Pow- 
ells’ orch with Ruth Gaylor, Jimmy 
Blair; ‘Tugboat Annie Sails Again’ 
(WB), reviewed in Variety Oct. 23. 

Strand this week is stressing per- 
sonalities rather than a band, with 
the result that this is an okay variety 
layout instead of a musical session. 





Priscilla Lane, from film by way of 


a singing berth with Fred Waring’s 
orch, and Jack Haley give the mar- 


|; was only about half the seating ca- 
| pacity. 


Powell's orch is no great shakes on | 


enter- 


j the stage, either as musical 
of 


|tainment or in playing the show. 


ithe same calibre are his two vocal- | 


}ists, Ruth Gaylor and Jimmy Blair, 
}whose singing is ordinary and com- 


{faced stooge who imitates Al Jolson. 
In his session with Miss Lane, Haley 
takes the play completely away from 
the good-looking blonde. She shows 


her stage-singing training, though, 
when nicely vocalizing ‘That’s for 


| Me,’ ‘Now I Lay Me Down to Dream’ 
and ‘I’m Nobody’s Baby.’ 

For further variety, the show in- 
'cludes Bob Dupont, comedy juggler 
‘along the lines of Stan Kavanagh, or 
‘vice versa, and the Condos Brothers, 
fast challenge dancers who’ve been 
around for years. Both turns regis- 
ter in their respective spots. 

Strand’s stage end is also distinc- 
tive currently because of a fine light- 
ing job turned in by Harry Gourfain, 
house producer. Scho. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Reggie Childs Orch (13) with Paul 
Carley, Lucille Doran; Diosa Cos- 
tello, Wally Brown and Annette 
Ames, Top Hatters, Three Pitchmen. 





Flatbush patrons are getting a lot 
of show for their money this week, 


{not only from the satisfying lineup | 


lof talent, but also in running time. 
| This stretch runs about 90 minutes, 
most of it taken up by 
|Brown’s double talk in solo and at 


{the finish with Diosa Costello. Reggie | 
Childs’ surprisingly strong band and | 


|two sock turns, the Top Hatters and 
ithe Three Pitchmen, round out the 
setup. 

Miss Costello, Latin firebrand who 
| hit the heights in the legit musical, 
| ‘Too Many Girls,’ gets top billing. 
With her own drummer onstage to 
insure correct tempos, she sings and 
grinds her way to a nice rating with 
this family audience. 
completely iost to the seat holders 
j}inasmuch as they are entirely in 
|Spanish, but her roller bearing hips 
jand general demeanor speak a uni- 
lversally known language. 
| Between solo innings she gets in 
seemingly is a long adlib 
with Brown, m.c., and oc- 


| what 
session 


| At the show caught (closing, Friday) 


there is only one violin that goes i. tekamtee athe wt ee > 
pop, whereas there used to be a| full a veal a . Pa = aoe th ubve Say 
number Kany. | ound oF eiggies thoug ; 


of them. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Nov. 10. 
Cab Calloway Orch with Anise 
and Aland, Six Cotton Club Boys, 
Avis Andrews, Cook and Brown, The 
Cab Jivers, Joe Fecher’s House Orch; 
‘Queen of the Yukon’ (Mono). 





Local alligators get a break at the 


|session weaved in and out of a mildly 
| Suggestive vein. 

| Brown handles 
up good 


and kicks 
his double 


introes 
reaction with 
talk. It’s done similar to Cliff 
| Nazarro’s turn. He's a bit weak at 
'the outset, but increases in effective- 
ness as he moves along and the audi- 
ence cataches on. Annette Ames, a 
tiny, falsetto-voiced femme, joins 
him during this streatch, immediately 
|preceding Miss Costello. Her cos- 
|tuming and mien are designed to ac- 
cent the kiddie impression of her 


Adams this week, for all-colored | nint size. The two run through an 
. : : 7 } »1iZe. \ a 
show featuring Cab Calloway keeps exchange wherein he’s supposed to 
the joint Jumping plenty. ' be Gary Cooper and she Hedy 

Calloway presides over swing car-|Qamarr. It clicks : 
nival throughout, net only waving Childs’ band is a neatly-blended 
baton but performing customary |combination of three trumpets, one 
sae ake » enttetinamine af) Keom 9 ce . ; ? 
rhythmic calisthenics all over stage.|trombone, four saxes and four 
He civ voice to ‘The Ghost of /|rhythm. It's clean playing and 


Smokey Joe’ to good hand, and turns 
in usual bang-up job as m.c. Boys 
in band clown at every opportunity, 
individually and with each other’s 
‘ooperation. 

Principal change of pace from hi- 
de-ho stuff comes from  high-note 
vocalizing of Avis Andrews, who 
does o.k. handling of ‘Yours Is My 
Heart Alone’ and ‘Why Was I Born?’ 


Fast and fancy hoofing makes up 


bulk of program. Anise and Aland, 


guy and gal, rip up stage with speedy 
work and some spectacular | 
ics thrown in for good meas- | 
The Six Cotton Club Boys tap- 
march out in semi-military rigs and 
offer formation tap routine that has 


so{t shoe 
+ 


acrobat 
ure. 


plenty of class. 
a comedy turn and nearly 
thomselves apart in process, 
went over big with customers. 


The Cab Jivers are five boys who 


step down from regular band seats 
for private jam session on apron. 
Their arrangements are smart and 
rendition plenty hot. 

For smash finish, maestro brings 
entire gang onstage to do a conga. 
While orch plavs ‘Chile Con Conga,’ 
dancers do their stuff, the others 
beat drums and sing, and curtains 
fold slowly. 

B.o. good when caught 


Sunday 
afternoon (10), 


Kent. 


round-toned, capable of sweet or hot. 
The latter style is surprisingly good 
despite the fact some of its arrange- 
ments are not at all pleasing. Muted 
or clear, the brass stacks up as the 
foremost section, closely followed by 
the work of the four Both 
teams seem to be in capable hands. 
Rhythm is steady and dispenses a 
good beat, but the drummer should 
be careful to be more quiet on 
ballads. Even with brushes he over- 
rides the quieter deliveries. 

Childs himself is too noticeably in- 
, adequate when the group is riding in 
;|@ Jump groove. He'd be smart to 
modify his batoning attempts of the 
more driving stuif. Paul Carley is 


saxes. 


Cook and Brown do | the group's male vocalist. He’s okay 
shake : 
All | ‘Trade 


for the demands put on him. Does 
Winds’ and ‘Call of the 
| Canyon.” Lucille Doran is an aver- 
age girl vocalist, handling here in 
not too sure voice and no style 
Rhumboogie’ and ‘Whispering Grass.’ 
Latter is poorly done in particular. 

| Top Hatters and the Pitchmen are 
,the real clicks of the bill, each 
‘garnering strong returns. Hatters 


,; are one of the classiest skating acts | 


extant. Good looking girl and boy go 
through a series of dangerously 
| difficult skating tricks which call for 
changing holds in mid-air while 
‘Spinning at high speed. Picking up 


Wally | 


Her songs are | 


this must be depression year since | CaSionally ringing in Reggie Childs. | 


‘a handkerchief off the floor and 
llighting cigarets, the girl holding a 
'match in her teeth and striking it on 
the floor while in a spin, are their 
top stunts and they hold an audience 


tense. : : 
Pitchmen are taking their first 
crack at Brooklyn. Their mouth 


kazoo gadgets account for healthy 
laughs in imitations of various musi- 
cal instruments, playing style of 
different bandleaders, and a flock of 
‘other apings. Trick, makeshift copies 
of several musical instruments add 
zest. Turn hasn't been altered one 
bit from its recent Rainbow Room 
and Strand theatre, N. Y., dates. 
Wood. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 9. 
Faith Bacon, Dave Tannen, Nelson 
and Evans, Hanlon and Clark, Lester 
Harding, Wilma Allen and Sophie 
Ziegler, House Line, Herb Six House 

Orch; ‘Friendly Neighbors’ (Rep.). 
A fiesta atmosphere pervades the 
town in celebration of the annual 
American Royal Livestock and Horse 
Show and = social functions. The 
| Tower is doing its bit with a head- 
|liner, Faith Bacon, the nudie dancer. 
| As an attraction Miss Bacon is doing 
j/her part and the house is on its way 
to one of its better b.o. figures. A 
part of this is due to the fact that 
a strip act always hypoes around 


ithe Tower, and part is due to the| 


(predominance of rural folk and 
trade territory visitors. But a goodly 
|part is directly due to the name of 
'Bason, as she is outstripping other 
jacts of her type. 

| With three standard supporting 
'acts and the weekly amateur selec- 
tion, the show runs its usual route 
j;except that Miss Bacon is on twice. 
'She has a spot near opening in which 
|she contributes her version of the 
‘Death of the Bird of Paradise’ from 
ballet and she closes the shew with 
| ‘Dance of Shame,’ in which she wears 
| the usual g-string and gives the bra- 
| flash on the finale. 

In tune with the American Royal 
| the line opens-the show with a west- 


ern number and follows through mid- | 


baton-waving, amateur majorettes. 
Eight girls do their best in an eve- 
ning-gowned soft shoe preceding the 
strip finale. 
in his old post as m.c. and early in 
the route sings ‘I Am An American’ 
and ‘God Bless America.’ 

The remainder of the bill is largely 
comedy, with Dave Tannen’s pan- 
tomimic skit well placed in the 
stretch. Likewise Hanlon and Clark 
maintain the comedy pace as city 
slicker-country gal duo. Novelty 
note of the show is offered by Nel- 
son and Evans in barrel-jumping 
acrobatics. 

Running time is up to 50 minutes 
and 
Bros. feature is a nifty for this week 
in view of the type of trade, Quin. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 10. 
‘Hollywood All Girl Revue’ with 
Pearl Robbins, June Lorraine, The 
Herzogs (5), Judy Canova and Sis- 
ter Annie, Gae Foster Roxyettes 
(16) Phil Lampkin and House Orch 
(11); ‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO). 





Smart idea this, of assembling an 
all-girl layout to round out pic title 
of ‘Too Many Girls.’ Result is a 
stage full of pulchritude and a nice 
conglomeration of talent. 

Utilizing a special lyric anent lack 
of men and emphasis on gals, house 
line of 16 Roxyettes under direction 
of Beth Mitchell, opens doings with 
routine which serves to introduce 
the Herzogs. Quintet of trapeze 
workers looks well and contributes a 
socky opening. Utilize three traps 
for good perch stuff and work in 
novel comedy twist by inviting any 
one in audience to participate. ‘Vol- 
unteer’ takes some funny falls, keep- 
Ing up good line of chatter and 
winds up with smash one-foot catch 
on high swinging trap to show-halt- 
ing results. Sets matters perfectly 
for June Lorraine, who follows. 

In spite of avalanche of 


mimics 
constantly booked into this spot, 
1 , - ’ . : 
ciever-working lass whacks out a 


session of crack impersonations pre- 
sented with a novel twist. Does all 
the familiars, with version of Bette 
Davis and dialog between Hepburn 
and Schnozzle Durante standouts. 

Line returns for some precision 
hoofery nicely climaxed by toe-tap 
solo sold to the hilt by Pearl Rob- 
bins. Interlude is brief but far 
above the average stuff. Makes just 
the right spot for Judy Canova, on 
to an audible reception. 


In nondescript hillbilly outfit, she | 


gives out with vocal of ‘Benny the 


Beaver,’ after which a session of | 


gagging with Sister Annie at the 
piano leads into some ivory tickling 
by the latter. Follows with ‘I Ain't 
Got Nobody,’ announced as from re- 


cent film ‘Scatterbrain,’ and ‘Jook et,’ | 


from ‘Yokel Boy,’ Broadway musical 
of recent vintage, in which she 
Starred. Legit encore contributes 
some comedy hoofery and a beg off. 
Makes a very solid spot. 

Line closes with well developed 
number utilizing stilts. Girls are 
smartly turned out in tails and top- 
(pers for punchy routine and solid 
series of curtains. 

Biz all right. 


Burm. 


way on stilts as a background for | 


Lester Harding is back | 


the selection of the Weaver | 


STATE-LAKE, CHI _ 


Chicago, Nov. 9 
Charlie Barnet Orch with Bob 
Carroll, Ford Leary; Jimmy Byrnes 
| Dick, Don and Dinah, Allan Carje,, 
‘Kildare Comes Home’ (M-G). 


v. 


This is the first appearance in town 

for the Charlie Barnet orchestra, ang 
|it comes through impressively. There 
lis no question about the orchestra 
being known here, especially by the 
'younger set who crowded into this 
|house opening day and indicated that 
|they will give this house a fine gross 
ithis week, 
| Barnet’s orchestra proved plenty 
|high-class in the modern tempo 
when caught. The 16-piece layout is 
effective on sight in the first place, 
and then proceeds to dish out a 
brand of modern music that must 
impress any listener, whether or not 
they're rug-cutters. It’s smart and 
live stuff, aided by Barnet’s neat 
;}musical array. Af.er this appear- 
j;ance Barnet is assured of a genuine 
| Chicago following. 

Vocalist with the Barnet aggrega- 
ition is baritone Bob Carroll, who 
| does well with his straight ballading. 
iBut the click of the individuals is 
| Ford Leary, who steps away from 
lhis trombone for some more-or-less 
| singing. His breezy personality 
|pleased this audience mightily but 
ithe applause was so pleasing to 
Leary that he stayed too long. 
| Three acts make up the variety 
lineup. Jimmy Byrnes, pretty fa- 
|miliar around this town in vaude 
fand little nite spots, clicked neatly 
with this mob with his deft tap 


dancing. Byrnes comes over the 
'footlights pleasingly and _ handles 
l|himself well, adding just enough 


'simple clowning to put the audience 
jat ease. Dick, Don and Dinah are a 
standard acrobatic trio who have 
‘some excellent little novelty stunts. 
They work particularly well with 
their three-high tricks. Score one 
|for ’em also on their smart wardrobe. 
| Allan Carney finishes up the show 
with his impersonations. All the 
|standard stuff is there, Barrymore, 
/Robinson and Laughton, but Carney 
|manages to get plenty out of the 
jroutine, primarily because he estab- 
lishes himself first as a comedian. 
{He winds up with some Russian, 
Irish and Italian dialect-clowning for 
good results. 
Biz fine 
day (8). 


show Fri- 
Gold. 


on the last 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 9. 


Ken Murray, Milton Charleston, 
Wynn Murray, Park and Clifford, 
Dixie Dunbar and Rhythmaires, 


Betty Atkinson, Milt Herth Trio, Lou 
Schrader’s House Band; ‘I Want a 
Divorce’ (Par). 


This bill features everything from 
|a couple of acros to a baggy-pants 
tramp comic with a gal drum major 
thrown in. Heading the lineup are 
the Murrays—Ken and Wynn. The 
| former emcees the show, clowning 
through the 55-minute bill with his 
ever-present cigar. His material 
could stand freshening up as many 
of his gags are definitely in the 
oldie class. 

Opener is Betty Atkinson, billed 


as the ‘world’s champion drum . 
majorette.’ Dressed in a _ scanty, 
fetching costume, she taps and 


twirls a baton to music. Act clicks 
well, especially when accompanied 
by tunes of local colleges. (When 
caught, Saturday night, the house 
was filled with rah-rah boys.) 

Wynn Murray is in the deuce spot. 
More svelte than in her previous ap- 
pearance here, her pipes are fine, 
but her selection of songs can be 
improved upon She’s okay with 
‘Million Dreams Ago’ and ‘Great Day. 
but ‘Tennessee Fish Fry’ as her 
finale is just so-so. 

The acros, Park and Clifford, have 
an assortment of difficult tricks, and 
their act is livened up considerably 
by the inclusion of Ken Murray 
togged in a baggy athletic costume 
They toss him about with ludicrous 
results. 

Dixie Dunbar is backed by a quar- 
tet of long-legged lads and they m1x 
up their dance routines nicely. The 
quintet is solid in a tap number and 
a combo conga and tap bit. Miss 
Dunbar also does a solo. the one she 
featured in ‘Yokel Boy.’ 

Ken Murray and his baggy 
trousered stooge, Milton Charleston 
hold down the next to closing spot 1n 
the familiar  straight-man-socks- 
tramp biz of the burley stege. Manv 
of the gags reek of the black- 
out. Murray draws laughs by run- 
ning off the stage to bring back_cus- 
tomers getting up to leave. Mur- 
ray’s asides, many of them sound- 
ing ad lib, are funnier than his 
standard gags. 

The Milt Herth Trio, making their 
first appearance here, wrap up the 
show neatly and live up to their 
reputation as the “biggest little band 
in the world.’ Herth at the electric 
organ, Johnny Conners at the drums 
and xylophone and Wilson McGrath 
at the piano give out with an end- 
less number of swing arrangements 
that had these customers pounding 
their palms begging for more. 

Lou Schrader’s pit crew holds fort" 
lon the siage and does a smooth job 
|'of accompaniment. Biz, when 
| caught, was okay but not in the same 


‘class as in previous weeks. Shal. 
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~~ STANLEY, PITT | 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 8. 
Jessel, Isabel Jewell,' 
Hudson, Lya Lys, Jean, 

Lois Andrews, Evelyn' 
Jean Gary, Max Adkins 
House Orch (16); ‘Moon Over 
Burma’ (Par). 





George 
Rochelle, 
Parker, 





Only a George Jessel could turn 
this trick. He’s been in show busi- 
ness a lot of years and needs the ex- 

erience of every one of them to 
Keep his Hollywood unit from turn- 
ing turtle. As it is, show gets by, 
passably at any rate, because of his 
ace showmanship, his constant and 
unceasing vigil over the carload of 
Glamour Preferred and the sugar-| 
coating, culled from the books, with 
which he’s outfitted the film femmes. 


In pictures, Isabel Jewell, Jean 
Parker, Rochelle Hudson and Lya 
Lys are Okay, but they have nothing 
at all to offer vaude, or what still 
passes for vaude. But Jessel doesn’t 
scare easily, he’s taken each one and 
guided ‘em through a few tricks of 
the trade, stands guard, volubly and 
cooperatively, over the flock and 
result is a little unit that’s more en-' 
tertaining than it has any right to 
be. The dames can thank Jessel, for 
under ordinary auspices they'd be 
considerably happier—-and _ safer, 
too—back on the Coast. 

Miss Lys, who’s been seen just in 
a couple of WB bits, punches out a 
smattering of crossfire dialect with 
Jessel; Miss Hudson does a song, ‘Too 
Marvelous for Words,’ in a fair 
voice; Miss Parker an ancient com- 
edy skit with Jessel, and Miss Jewell 
an okay monolog about a roadside: 
waitress whose sweetie runs out on 
her. She’s the best of the lot. How-| 
ever, Jessel sees to it that he’s at 
everybody’s side both before and| 
after, and frequently during, so they | 
can’t go far wrong with such a| 
show-wise assistant. 

Even he knows that glamour it- 
self isn’t enough, so he’s sporting a 
couple of bona fide music hall talents 
in Evelyn Farney and Jean Gary. 
Latter works through the show as a! 
local hick trying to get a break and 
shows plenty of stuff as _ song-| 
shouter, hoofer and comedienne. 
The Farney gal is a crack terper 
who does her tap-twirling like the 
wind, but there isn’t enough of it. 
Not enough pro-Broadway turns 
either and unit could stand at least 
one more, possible two of them, 

Show’s rounded out by Lois An- 
drews (Mrs. Jessel). In introduc- 
ing her, Jessel directs a few digs at 
his ‘friends’ of the stage and radio 
who ribbed him within an inch of 
his life on their recent marriage, 
after which she goes into ‘Madame | 
La Zonga.’ Pipes may not be so hot, 
but she sells fairly well and is liv- 
ing, luscious proof that Jessel can 


troduces Novi who doubles as m.c. 
and warbler, and he wastes no time 
in bringing on the Whirlwinds, who 
sock across their acro stuff done on 
rollerskates, Some of the tricks are 
pulled at an amazing dizzy pace. 
Next are the Royal Swedish Bell 
Ringers (4), making local bow and 
starting with the old reliable stand- 
by ‘Bells of St. Mary’s’ with the lads 
using most of the 206 bells at their 
command. Then they step up the 
tempo with ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ and 
wind up with the ‘Double Eagle 


| Kaley House Orch 


March.” In between, one of the lads, | 


utilizing a flock of musical water 
tumblers, scores with ‘Gypsy Love 
Song.’ 

Novis begs palm-pounding for 
each act before they earn it, but the 
customers didn’t respond too cor- 
dially until they had been shown. 
Then the m.c. won the mob with his 
Singing of ‘Beautiful Lady,’ ‘Blue- 
berry Hill’ and ‘Trees,’ the latter for 
an encore. Next are Smith, Rogers 


| and Eddy. the Rogers gal being the 


only femme on the entire bill. The 
men are softshoe dance comics and 
their deadpans are as funny as their 
steps. Miss Rogers, a looker, might 
do better were she to cut the gab 
with the lads whose only responses 
are gutteral grunts. When she gets 
down to her forte, tapping, after 


| Stripping from her cerise colored 


evening gown to regular dance 
briefies she won plenty of customer 
approval. 

Ben Rader’s symphonic arrange- 
ment of ‘Star Dust’ comes next and 
the local tooters score solidly with 
this. The next and windup act is the 
Seven Tredysons, tumblers § and 
teeterboarders. One of the best of 


| their large variety of stunts is when 


on a 12-foot vole held by the heftiest 
member of the troupe. 
Biz good at show caught, the lower 
floor being almost eaten : ites 
ahu. 


MAJESTIC, B’KLYN 


Zinn Arthur Orch, Henny Young- 


, man, Phil Regan, Joan Merrill, Three 


Sailors, Joan and Bobby Revzer. 


;}one of the lads does a triple somer- | 
;sault to land in a chair suspended | 


| They’re 


GOLDEN GATE, S.F. 


; San Francisco, Nov. 6. 
Will Rock’s Thurston show, Britt 
| Wood, Gene Gory and Roberta, 
Three Brown Sisters, Five Jewels, 
Peggy O'Neill Line (12), Charles 
(12); ‘Laddie’ 





(RKO). 

Friscans who braved rain to catch 
the Gate's opener found a sign on 
the pay box announcing non-appear- 
ance of Will Rock’s Thurston magic 
show due to ‘transportation difficul- 
ties.’ Truck breakdown provided 
authentic disappearing act which was 
a mystery until 30 minutes before 
doors opened. Other advertised acts 


appeared as skedded, supplemented | 


by emergency fill-ins, but manage- 
ment found it tough to watch walk- 
aways, biz being bad enough any- 
way. 

Two emergency acts opened, in- 
itialer being Jim Asselin from Benny 
Walker’s KGO amateur hour. Very 


much an am, but has plenty of power , 


behind his baritone, unusual in these 
days of thin mike voices. Encored 
‘Desert Song’ with ‘Without a Song’ 
for nice reception, Second filler was 
Copeland Trio, skating act with the 
two femme members garbed in 
luminescent costumes. Done largely 
in dark light, it’s pretty to look at 
but any skating technique is lost in 
the darkness. Male member sup- 
ports both gals in final spin, with 
lights on for windup so customers 
can see how it’s done. 

Trey spot allocated to first regular, 
Gene Gory and Roberta, plenty 
classy bit of musical clowning. Gory, 
actually an A-1 gut scraper, mixes it 
with breakaway fiddles, one of which 
he chews up and another of which 
yields a live dog. Gags include 





tommy-gunning of partner after she | 


crowns him with a cello and act 
|even ventures into strip field when 


'gal’s dress is yanked during one mix- | 


jup. It’s fun and nonsense which the 


serious bowing as well. 

| Three Brown Sisters follow, held 
,over from their clicko last week. 
still 
jive, landing especially with ‘Miss 


| 
| 
| 


punching out strong! 


A policy patterned after that of | Otis Regrets.’ The Five Jewels drew | 


although good talent is booked, as 
occurs on the opening show, it will 
have to be better presented in order 
to get anywhere. 
i stand, for years on the so-called sub- 
/way circuit, breathes an atmosphere 
that is stuffy and dreary. 
stage is poorly lit, leaving the artists 
at a disadvantage. 


House, old legit 


Also the 


Independently operated, theatre is 


filling out with shorts and newsreel, 
as at the Flatbush, where the policy 
i:seems to have 


worked out satis- 


= only guide glamour but also pick | factorily. Evans and Lee are book- 


‘ot course, for his part, he’s 
defatigable and certainly indispen- | 


ing the shows. Scale ranges to 55c 


in-| orchestra, 66¢ loges. 
Initial bill, opening Thursday (7), | 


sable. Jessel keeps ‘em coming was to have included Belle Baker, 
quick and fast for a solid hour, gets put her mother died suddenly that 
the audience in a receptive mood at| day and Phil Regan was hurriedly 
the outset and holds it there, plus;rounded up to substitute for the 
jumping around like a_ whirling} singer, 

dervish to hold the loose ends t0-| The orchestra is Zinn Arthur’s 11- 
gether when things start to sag. His piece combination from the local St. 
own specialty, per se, is a medley of; George hotel, where he played all 
songs he wrote, following few bars!summer. Has also played other en- 


of each with an anecdote about how, gagements, including as a fill-in 
he lost the dough he made on the|band, and also worked for the 


tune. He never lets up because he} Brandts, operators of the Flatbush. 
knows that would be fatal, and does /|It’s a pretty good swing band which 
better with what he has here than!can get plenty hot and noisy, but 
anybody could possibly have done|also deals in the more moderated 
under the circumstances. He’s a!lrhythms. Arthur does not play any 
brave man, but what’s more impor-, instruments but solos. His voice 1s 
tant, he's getting away with it. 
almost anyway. . 

Unit carries its own musical direc-| On the opening the band plays a 
tor, who batons Max Adkins’ house medley, with two different groups of 
orch from the pit, and there’s also, four each stepping down front for 


well. 


an unbilled fellow who does a featured positions, Arthur singing a 
waiter bit in the Jessel-Parker portign of the arrangement. Latet 
sketch. Finale has the comedian|on Arthur lilts a pop. He as well as 


show suffer from 


coming out as Clark Gable, ears and others on the 
ng and poor presen- 


all, in ‘Gone’ getup, a weak climax =e lighti 
to th i Jag thich each gir] | tation. ; 
says her fave ay ey Unit could | Henny Youngman 1s on several 
stand a punchier finish. but by that times but had trouble — = 
time Jessel is probably dog-tired, his gab. Perhaps this — oe tn Re 
and understandably so. Cohen, |to the fact some of his ma och ape 
sinietipniatiansniaatien |pretty old. He’s still pulling that one 
labout flying in from the Coast, with 
his stomach due tomorrow. In his 
main session with the fiddle Young- 
{man again found the going tough. A 
lsmall audience Thursday night on 
the first show could have been partly 
responsible for the coldness gen- 
erally displayed. ; 
Regan, in good voice (Irish tenor), 
is doing three numbers, including a 
favorite of the old Emerald Isle. He 
learries his own pianist, Jack Harold. 
The former Brooklyn cop, who was 
Two-a-night at the Chase Club,'jn pictures for sometime and has 
west end nite spot; an evening radio ¢}Jed numerous personals, including 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Nov. 8. 
Donald Novis, The Seven Fredy- 
sons, Smith, Rogers and Eddy, Six 
American Whirlwinds, Royal Swed- 
ish Bell Ringers, Ben Rader’s Orch 
(20); ‘Dispatch from Reuters’ (WB) 
and ‘Blondie Plays Cupid’ (Col). 


stint for a suds concocter, plus pnjteries, fares satisfactorily | as do 
three-a-day at Fanchon & Marco’s the Three Sailors, slapstick trio. 
Fox is a pushover for Donald Novis,| The slaps, hoofery clowning and 


NBC warbler, who currently is head- 
lining the second stage show of the 
Season in this midtown 5,000-seater. 

he theatre management made a 
deal with the nitery for Novis and 
built up a surrounding stage show 
with vaude acts booked by Harry C.| 
Arthur Jr., from Gus Sun in Chicago. 


strong closing sequence in which the 
Sailors do a tap dance skipping repes 
for laughs. A Samoan girl who does 
nothing but get herself introduced is 
now carried by the act. 

Balance of the bill includes Joan 
Merrill, singer, and the tapping team 


Entire layout, which includes two of Joan and Bobby Rexer Bex 
talkers, opened strong and indica- Acts), fast-performing ana wat 
tions are that it will pile up a heap wing youthfuls. A protege O° 4) 
of kopecs, Siegal’s, Miss Merrill has been in 
With the tooters transferred fromthe niteries. Over here ner pee a 
the elevator platform to the apron, includes ‘Yodeling _dack, in inte 
the 50 minutes of fast action get un- the yodeling is nothing to Tave abe’l’. 
der way with an organ solo, ‘No- ‘Alice Blue Gown, with its —— 
body’s Baby’ by Tom Avey, the in- lyrics, very weil sold, and “Must a 
strument rising and then disappear- | the Latin in Me, also sola , 
Ing in the pit. A voice off stage in- over. cada 


‘the Flatbush, farther out in Kings |@ 
‘county, has been installed here, but 


next to closing spot out of the 


| scramble, quintet of female jugglers 


| working principally with clubs, and 


| long’ 


Well, | not tops but he sells himself rather | 


acrobatic nonsense are topped by a, 


garbed in identical glittering gowns 
plus white wigs. Couldn’t coax much 


| from audience at start but when all 


five began exchanging clubs at high 
speed toward the close, palms began 
to pound furiously. 

Britt Wood, billed as from ‘Hopa- 
and other oat operas, closes 
with his rube humor and harmonica 
After tearing off a couple of nifty 


| looks 


| sented 


/numbers he goes into a rather corny | 
;but well-sold tale of a trip to Chi- 


-ago, then breaks out the mouth reed 
again for a classical touch. Proves 
| he can do most anything by follow- 
ing with some neat steps and an end- 


less song, ‘Covered Wagon Rolls 
Along.’ Latter is terrific, largely due 


to Wood's flawless salesmanship. The 
Suy has what it takes and wowed 
em here, which takes doing with a 
small audience, 

Band in 
ticipation 


pit this 
of Thurston 
music creeps in with 
Makes Perfect’ being 
tunes used. 


the week in an- 
show. BMI 
it, ‘Practice 
one of the 
Wern. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 9. 
Lime Trio and the Gollywog, Mark 


Dawson, Frank Paris, Nirska, 16 
Gae Foster Girls, ‘Dispatch from 
Reuters’ (WB). 


This one is heavily on the visual 
side with a pantomime act, a pup- 
pet parade and a butterfly dancer, 
but it’s a lush and colorful bill by 
any standards. A baritone “Find 
of the Month” and the line’s doubling 
as vocalists on several occasions 
round it out effectively. 

Bill is launched as usual with the 
Sing-A-Song-With-Mike stunt, Roxy- 


ette Eileen Ritter getting biggest 
laugh by collecting amateur quartet 
from audience for ‘Down By the 
Old Mill Stream.’ Curtains open 
on other Ritter gal, Joan, in coed 
getup, carrying slate and warbling 
‘You Made a Touchdown on My 


Heart’ to one of the goofy panto- 


mime doll-handlers of the Lime 
Trio, dolled up in grid gear. Guy 
stalks off and line trickles on, also 
as coeds carrying slates, for jitter- 
bug routines. Lime Trio follows, 
two handlers in football pants 


wheeling box labeled ‘Redskin Uni- 
| forms.” (Local pro team is Red- 
skins.) Third guy in box, the 
double-jointed blackface ragdoll, is 
surefire as always. 

Eileen Ritter takes it next to pre- 
sent Mark Dawson, good looking 
baritone in tails. who gets oke hand 
on ‘I Love the Girls,’ backed up by 
six gals in interpretative pantomime,’ 
'Song of the Flame’ and ‘Where Else 


But Here.’ latter getting in the in- 
vitable patriotic angle. Travelers 
ree gal 


} 
} ot n hold- 
open ont yn platform hold 


the ¢ 


ing string 

puppets brief atmospheric 
routine to lau Frank Paris and 
his mannikins. Young chap works 
in black pants and shirt, keeps the 
dolls stepping fast and smartly to 
solid musica! score. A toe dancer, a 


a Joe College jitter- 


rhumba babe 


| 


bug, a bike rider and a skeleton got 
him biggest hand of the bill. 
Baritone Dawson steps to side 
mike to do chorus of ‘Deep Purple’ 
as line willows through formations, 
Gals fall prone as Nirska_  ap- 
pears with her umpteen square 
yards of white satin for butterfly 
dance. Effect is fascinating even 
under plain spots, but with chang- 


ing lights from all angles, it gets 
downright beautiful even to the 
balcony shirt-sleeve trade. A 


plenty solid hand merged with usual 
blaring of the finale with lineup 
and Dawson doing a vocal bit to 
close. 

Biz good at show caught. Craig. 


WEST END, N. Y. 


Teddy Hill Orch (14), Rhythm 


Brown, Gladys Madden, Earl and 
Francis, Betty Lee, Taps Miller, 


Jimmie Baskette, Sandy Burns, Edina 


Mae Harris, Crackshot, Chink Col- 
lins, chorus (16); ‘The Monster 
Walks’ (Indie). 


At a 35c. top (plus tax), the bill 
here includes a stage show and or- 
chestra, a feature picture, Joe Louis- 
Arturo Godoy fight film and a cash- 
giveaway game. That indicates the 
quality of the show. As not a single 
portion of the bill is worth the 35c. 
tap, it’s a cinch that all of them com- 
bined merely prolong the boredom. 
But Harlem craves quantity, so the 
stageshow runs more than 90 min- 
utes, which is about 80 minutes too 
long. It’s all colored. 

To mention the better things first, 
there’s Rhythm Brown, a lean tap 
dancer on roller skates. Act needs 
drastic cutting and should be pol- 
ished considerably, but Brown is 
skillful, and if his stuff were more 
showmanly he would be a click in 
any surroundings. Taps Miller, a 


loud, brash lad with an educated | 


trumpet and a novel tap dancing 
style, also provides a few bright 


. ;moments, while Earl and Francis are 
;customers went for in a big way, | 


with ample approbation for Gory’s | 


a big-jeague dance pair. 
Otherwise, the entire stage bill is 


the band, is nondescript. Betty Lee, 
announced as from the house chorus 
and getting a chance as vocalist, 
it. Jimmie Baskette, Sandy 
Burns, Edna Mae Harris, an uniden- 
tifiable guy billed as Crackshot and 
somebody-or-other listed as Chink 
Collins struggle through several in- 
terminable, feeble and vulgar stabs 
at comedy. And from time to time 
the ill-trained house chorus stumbles 
through a routine. 
in what is apparently sup- 
posed to be a nitery setting, with the 
band in the pit. Crew is onstage for 
the second half. It’s pretty bad, as 
was business at the early show Fri- 


day night (8). Hobe. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


————- 


More and more the newsreels have 

been assuming a firm opinionated 
stand instead of, as formerly, just re- 
porting straight news. That’s con- 
|'siderably evident this week at the 
Embassy where Pathe is making a 
plea, via printed slides, for American 
unity in order to cope with the pres- 
ent world crisis. This, of course, is a 
tactic employed to salve the wounds 
of an acrimonious election campaign, 
and it’s no more fitting and preper 
that Wendell L. Willkie should be 
the first to dismiss the animosity of 
political feuding, as he does in hi: 
personal pledge, through the reels, to 
aid the President’s future program. 
a touch that in other, less 
critical times might have been con- 
strued as a corny flag-waver. Today, 
however, the message carries a far 
greater weight. It’s punchy and 
timely. And the consistency of the 
reel’s message with the 
of the audience present at this catch- 
ing was sufficient indication of its 
timeliness. 

The coverage of the election is 
tough to follow from the standpoint 
of audience interest, and therefore 
the rest of the straight newsreels, 
while more or less diverting, suffers 
accordingly. This, of course, ex- 
cludes the special British propa- 
ganda short, ‘London Can Take It,’ 
which gains a smash interest in 
showing London under fire, aided in 
a large measure by the commentary 
of Collier’s Quentin Reynolds. March 
of Time’s ‘On Foreign Newsfronts,’ 
treating of foreign correspondents, is 

Iso in the category of ‘London.’ 
Each actually exceeds in interest 
anything on this program. Pa! 
caught practically all the election 
stuff. 

Most of the other subjects deal 
with the common-place, such as 
American preparedness moves, ski- 
ing, horseracing, the emphasis placed 
by Lord Lothian on the need for 
greater United tates-British co- 
operation, etc. 

A somber note Is struck in Pathe’s 
coverage of Paderewski’s arrival in 
the U. S. from Europe. It’s a re- 
minder of the Nazi blitz of Poland 
which made the aged pianist, and 
onetime president of the Polish re- 
public refugee from his native 
} val 


t’e 
ts 


» a 


There are some interesting football 


hots, with the Notre Dame-Army 
contest in New York topping that 
part of the setup. Fox caught all 


those except one. While extensive in 
coverage, they’re more or less rou: 
Kan 


tine. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Lorenzo Robeson, Patsy Eckstein, 
Walker and Walker, John Mason, 
John Vigal, Ferdie Robinson, Vivian 
Harris, Beachcombers, Lou Spencer, 
Line (16), Louis Jordan Orch, Fats 
Waller Orch with Kathryn Perry; 
‘Wildcat Bus* (RKO). 


After a series of strong stage 
presentations, marked by nice work 


by the 16-gal line and some good 
acts, all skillfully produced ‘(within 
budget limitations), current Apollo 
show misses out. It’s partially bad 
booking, but mainly the !ack of any- 
thing outstanding among the per- 


formers 
There are two orchs, Fats Waller's 
ana Le 


Jordan’s. all has a 
S]**=] 1 combo, whicl cks his 
pianoing with one reed, one brass, 
tymp, guitar and doghouse. The 
vein is sweet and it’s nice, quiet 
listening, but not exciting. Waller's 
keyboard strategy is as strong as 
ever, his expressive face still gets 


laughs and the solos by each of his 
instrumentalists are good. Vocalist 
Kathryn Perry’s low-down | style 
against the novachord manipulated 
by Waller is likewise okay. Yet the 
whole thing adds up to a sleepy 
evening. Which was well-demon- 
strated at show caught (final one 
Friday night) by the complete 
apathy of the usually enthusiastic 
Harlemites. 

Jordan's crew is likewise a minia- 
ture for stage work, nine pieces, 
Its chief tisk is to beek how, 
which it does effectively. Maestro’s 
sax work and humorous personality 
also earned limited plaudits. His 
vocal version of ‘Just a Dirty Cad’ is 
a pip. 

Comics provide the real high spots 
in the show with two appearances. 


4? 
‘ 


Boys are Apollo regulars, John 
Mason, John Vigal and Ferdie Robin- 
son, aided by the straighting of 


Vivian Harris. Their initial shot is 


| repartee between one of them in a 
, mezzanine box and another on the 


|drear:’. Teddy Hill’s band is blarey 
enou, . to split non-Harlem ear- 
drum... Gladys Madden, vocalist with | 


First half is pre- | 


; name 
| lone ofay on the bill. 


| Stage. 


Second is a hoary burley skit, 
with the boys getting a mouthful of 
water in their phizzes. It still earns 
solid laughs with the business added 
by Mason, Vigal and Robinson. 

Most of the other turns are segued 
into a gin-mill scene, which provides 
a lengthy opener. They include 
baritone Lorenzo Robeson (any sime- 
ilarity between him and Paul Robe- 
son is purely coincidental); Patsy 
Eckstein, who’s chromo despite the 
tag, and does a tap session marked 
by a few trick twists but otherwise 


flat; Walker and Walker, gal-boy 
terp duc, who do a neat precision 


tap one behind the other; Beache- 
combers, very blue combo of sex, 
acrobatics and dance by a guy and 
gal in the South Seas setting the 
suggests; and Lou Spencer, 
Spencer is a 


| fairly good tapster, but the show is 


|overloaded with hoofery. 


| Schutz: 


i its 


sentiments | 


; to 


What is 
needed in the spot is a novelty turn. 

Line of 16 femmes, after some 
nifty sessions, is back in the old 
burley rut, with no imagination, no 
enthusiasm and no precision. Herb. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Nov. 9. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (14) with 
Bob Eberle, Helen O’Connell, Buddy 
Moke and Poke, Emerald 
Sisters (2), Sam Kaplan Pit Band; 
‘Melody and Moonlight’ (Rep). 


Two acts plus the Jimmy Dorsey 
orch comprise this bill at the 
State this week. Both acts are 


strong as is the band, which directs 
appeal mainly at jivers. Band 
(14) consists of four sax ‘excluding 
Dorsey ), three trumpets, three trom- 
bones, piano, guitar, piano and bass, 
Leader indicates more man- 
ship than on his prior appearance 
here nearly two years ago. Is more 
at ease and has gotten rid of his 
stilted mike announcements. Maestro 
follows his institutional policy of 
letting the specialists in the crew 
come out for some spotlighting. 
Following an overture by the pit 


now 


4 


band, the Dorsey aggregation gives 
out with a swingy theme from be- 


hind closed curtains. Band then lets 
loose with a medley of swing tunes 
after which Dorsey joins the crew in 


‘Old John Silver.’ Leader swings a 
wicked clarinet. Buddy Schutz then 
whitelighted for extended sesh at the 
skins. 

Band’s femme warbler, Helen 
O'Connell, takes over for neat sell- 
ing of a brace of songs, ‘Practice 
Makes Perfect,’ ‘All of Me’ and 
‘Madame La Zonga.’ She and band’s 


other thrush, Bob Eberle, are star 
bys with the outfit. 


Spotted next are the Emerald Sis- 


1d< 


ters (2), who get by niftily with 
some click tumbling. Gals inject 


comical quips and pseudo-acro stuff 
milk laffs. Finale number is a 


|doubling tumbling bit over and une 


der a table. Good selling bit. 
Schutz next beats out solidly on the 
skins in ‘A Man and His Drums. 
Change of pace brings out Eberle, 
baritone, and a heart throb for the 


lassies, Vocals effectively ‘Never 
Smi . F which maestro picks 
ip to je } four ec- 
tio Tr ¢ ¢ od of too Next 
cs ‘Breeze iz aestro 
time o} le ¢ ne 

Neat band novelty tune, ‘Annie's 
Cousim Fanny,’ has Den Madison, of 

(Catiwered on pace SH) 
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STATE, HARTFORD | 


the band, and Eberle dueting. 
Double-edged meanings of the vari- 
ous choruses as echoed by the band 
boys hits a palatable spot with the 
stubholders, who est it all up. Eberle 
next duets with Miss O’Connell tor 
an effective comedy number, ‘Do It 
Again,’ with maestro coming In for 
some horseplay. 

4 Ebony ie aie. Moke and Poke, 


speed the pace with some terrific 
jitterbugging and comedy hoofing. 


Boys open with a vocal, then go into 
hale Seneing routine. Sell them- 
selves to the hilt. ! 

At late show caught Friday night 
(8), large portion of the house’s 
4.000 seats were filled. Eck. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 7. 
Ciro Rimac Band (1)), with 
Charley Boy, Alzira Camargo, Es- 
trellita and Chinita; Three Stooges, 
Three Trojans; ‘That Gang of Mine 
(Mono). 








but very entertaining 
the South American 
music, singing and dancing of the 
Rimac troupe plus the crumby-, 
toned comedy of the Three Siooges. 
This show, on a four-a-day policy, is 
drawing good business. 

The Rimac unit has not been 
viewed here for some years, but 
there is still an exciting lift to its 
flashy, showmanly work. Charley | 
Boy and Chinita open with a short, | 
snappy dance. Estrellita follows with 
a solo castanet terp to ‘Breeze and I 
that rates hearty applause. 

Three Trojans come on next for a 
snappy session of clean-cut tumbling. 
Boys are smart-appearing in collegi- 
ate rigs of red sweaters and white 
slacks, ripping off their routine with 
good timing and a fine finish. Whole 
turn is on the challenge icea, with 
each of the trio offering a trick, in 
rotation. Standout stunts include a 
series of backflips without use of 
hands and flips with a slow-motion 
touch. 

Stooges have two innings. The 
first tangle is a resume oi their old 
routine, involving the hokum play- 
reading and eye-gouging. The sec- 
ond session is seemingly new. Curley 
is togged out as a moth-eaten rajah 
prone to do fancy tricks with a pop, 
gun and knives, after sufficient cajol- 
ing from Moe in a language that is 
too far-fetehea even to be called| 
foreign. Larry is the imnocent by-| 
stander who has a raisin shot off his 
noggin and who stands against a, 
board while the knives appear to fly 
through the air and skim his an- 
atomy. The skit is good and corny, | 
loaded with the kind of horse-play | 
usually associated with this trio. | 

Featured in the Rimac troupe is| 
Alzira Camargo, Brazilian singer, 
doing a vaude version of Carmen 
Miranda. Miss Camargo sells three 
numbers in native tongue with solid | 
backing by the band. Her songs get 
better response as she goes along. 

A socko number, midway in the 
show, is a Brazilian samba danced 
by Rimac and Estrellita; and Chinita 
is well received for her version of a| 
Cuban voodoo. Rimac and Charley 
Boy really go to town in their heated 
hoofing of ‘The Frevo,’ a challenge 
number that rates as one of the band 
show’s highlights. 

Stage is nicely dressed this week 
and the lighting is effective through- 


An odd, | 
combinaiion is 





out. For. | 
LYRIC, INDPLS | 
Indianapolis, Nov. 8. | 

Russ Morgan Orch, Carol Kay, 


Johnna, Paul Roberts, Paul Krause, 
Bob Hall, Three Freshmen, Six Skat- 
ing Marvels, Jimmy and Mildred 
Mulcay; ‘Great Profile’ (20th). 


The free and easy manner of Russ 


Morgan as m.c. of his own band 
show gives the spectator the im- 
pression that he is attending a 


rehearsal instead of a regular show 
this week at the Lyric. It’s a new 
approach to band shows, and a pleas- 
ing change of pace from the intense 


efforts of other maestros who have 
been holding forth on the boards 
during previous weeks. Morgan’s 


wit adds sparkle to the band num- 
bers, which are well done by the 
four-rhythm,- three-trumpet, two- 
trombone, three-fiddle and four 
saxophone sections. 

Smooth arranging is evident on 
the theme song, ‘Does Your Heart 
Beat for Me,’ done in its entirety to 
open, and followed throughout the, 
62 minutes running time by ‘John- 
son Rag,’ to“ntroduce different sec: | 
tions; ‘Sentimental Mood,’ with Mor- 
gan on the slip horn and also doing 
a vocal on ‘Only Forever,’ and mov- 
ing over to the piano on ‘Stumbling,’ 
with very hot treatment 
‘Linger Awhile.’ 

Band vocalists are Paul Roberts, 
baritone, who sings 
Grass’ and ‘Stardust’; and Carol Kay, 
who gives lackadaisical treatment to 
‘Maybe’ and ‘Nobody’s Baby.’ A} 
heavy scorer in the vocal depart- 


an amateur contest on _§ station 
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; ers 








WFBM, who sings ‘Shadrack.’ 
either had plenty of friends in the 


audience, or they liked it, for the 
mittslaps were heavy. 
One of the novetities on bill is 


Johnna, a quick sketch artist who 
draws picture of girl and man in 
audience. Turn also gives Morgan 
chance for fooling arcund with audi- 
ence, all done in good taste. Jimmy 
and Mildred Mulcay go symphonic 


on the harmonicas, ripping through player of the same name) in a bed- wouid 


a number of tunes, cold and_ hot, 
and finishing off with ‘Rhapsody in 


Blue.” a toughie which won heavy 
plaudits. 
Bob Hall, who has been making 


the town for many years, and im- 
provising rhymes all the while, is 
still good entertainment. Still has 
his finish when he combines sugges- 


‘tions from audience into lyrics of 


song which he composes as he sings, 
Three Freshmen perform comedy 
acrobatics for finisher. 

Little effort is made at production 
though lighting and set have not 
been neglected. The pace of the 
show is casual ana accounts for 
part of its appeal. Biz good at third 
show Friday (8), opening day, with 
standees on first floor. Kiley. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Now. 8. 

Xavier Cugat Orch with Raul and 
Eva Reyes, Lina Romay, Adel Mara, 
Carmen Castillo, Miguelito Valdez; 
Catherine Westfield, Abbott and Cos- 
tello, Phil Brestoff House Orch; 
‘Christmas in July’ (Par). 

This town’s prolonged yen for 
music in the South American way 
makes it a natural draw to put the 
Cugat troupe, practically old settlers 
here in the Hotel Statler’s Terrace 
Room, on the theatre stage with good 
results Organization is in the Detroit 
mood, widely known with the long 
tenancy in the hotel and the steady 
night airing of his music, and it has 
entertainers who vitalize the music. 

As usual, this house bolsters its 
pand with names and has brought 
up Abbott and Costello for the com- 
edy spot and added Catherine West- 
field, whose puppets fall in step 
deftly with the Cugat music. The 
Phil Brestoff house orch opens the 
show with an overture on ‘The Beer 
Barrel Polka,’ as Liszt, Wagner, 
Verdi and Beethoven would play it. 

Cugat outfit gets in enough pop- 
ular and Latin balance to satisfy a 
fairish cross-section of musical 
There are Miguelito Vaidez, | 
doing hot work on the Afro-Cuban | 
type of tunes with good results; Car- |! 
men Castillo to provide the sheerer 
Spanish and Portuguese stuff with 
‘Perfidio’ and ‘Mama eu Quero,’ and 
in tux, dancing in the Spanish tra- 
dition, Adel Mara. These Latin por- 
tions of the bill, highly fancied here, 





| are separated by the appearance of 


Miss Westfield, whose puppets— 
Cesar Romero, Anna (‘Blue Gown’) 
Neagle and Joe E. Brown—provide 
rhumba, waltz and jitterbug danc- 
ing, climaxing with a slick number 
in which a Donald Duck puppet 
comes out and does a Sonja Henie 
on roller skates, wildly gesturing 
while singeing his tail .feathers on 
the floor. She could have worked 
more puppets as far as this audience 
was concerned. 

The Reyeses, who worked with 
the Cugat band during its long hotel 
stand here, are a polished, comely 


| ballroom team with a comedy knack. 


They could easily have done more. 
For the rest of the band work, Cugat 


shows its versatility with timpani 
and violins on ‘Breeze and I’ anc 
easy congarhumba _ style. Lina 


Romay’s piping in swing or Spanish 


| is done with equal facility. Latter’s 


father once worked in Mexican con- 
sulate here and she began her pro- 
fessional work in Detroit. ‘Rhum- 
boogie’ and ‘Only. Forever’ § are 
more numbers that fall her way. 

The setting is a natural for Ab- 
bott and Costello, whose turn half- 
way through is perfect balance for 
the Spanish parade. Pair take over 
with their mustard routine and 
then leave it up to the audience to 
pick out what part of their extensive 
routine is wanted. Audience, 
naturally, in baseball town like this 
took the baseball gag and went 
heavily for it. Pair hadn’t had a 
chance because of late arrival to 
work with band, but clicked smooth- 
ly as they fitted into a conga chain 
and Costello tucked his ‘trip tease’ 
routine on for a sorely needed end- 
ing. 

Biz fair when caught Friday (8). 

Pool. 


—_——— 


Fla. Nut Club Opens 


Miami, Nov. 12. 
‘Kernel’ Lew Mercur’s Nut Club 
lights up Friday (15), a month and a 
half prior to last season’s opening. 
New revue is packaged under ‘Funz- 


given! apoppin’ label. James ‘Paddy’ Buch- | 
| anan, 


formerly at Mercur’s 


cludes Reggie Dvorak, Bishop Broth- 
(2), Charles Adams and Ray 
Walker. 


Room has been refurbished and en- 


ment was Paul Krause, winner of| larged to accomodate 30 additional | 


seats at bar. 


Pitts-| dancing, bringing out an 


Ww. rts, burgh spot, heads lineup, which in-|vaude flavor, but with plenty of 
Whispering | 


| Unit Reviews 


GLAMOR GIRL REVUE 





Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 6. 
Ray Martell, Mack and Lynne, 
Hank Sermon, The Three Cards, 
Jean Moore, Ellen Drew, Conme 
Cella, Ray Samuels’ Girls (8), Hugh 
Emmerson’s band (7); ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U). 


Featuring Ellen Drew( not the pic 


room strip, ‘How to Undress Before 
Your Husband,’ ‘Glamor Girl Revue’ 
presents a well-balanced and pleas- 
ing show, though lacking in a sock 
act. 
elty peel to draw the customers and 
on several neat acts to leave a pleas- 
ing taste on their respeccive palates. 

The bedroom business is billed as 
showing the right and wrong way 
to disrobe before hubby. With emcee 
Ray Martell narrating a_ play-by- 
play description from the sidelines, 
a tired chorine comes in and gives a 
rough but revealing demonstration 
of how not to undress. When she is 
safely tucked in bed, Miss Drew trips 
in and demurely shows how the art- 
ful wife takes ’em off, keeping her 
lines at an interesting angle at all 
times, and consummating the pro- 
cedure with a finesse capable of 
afflicting hubby with a fine case of 
Insomnia—if he’s still awake. Mar- 
iell’s sideline quips enhance the act. 

The Throe Cards. Gay, Maxine and 
Mal, drew top plaudits with pre- 
cision acrobatics, in which regard- 
less from what point they take off, 
they always land in a barrel after 
doing the prescribed numbers of 
twists and turns. Mack and Lynne 
are sO-SO in a zany acro turn. 


Hank Sermon ard Archie over- 
come the Edgar Bergen and Charlie 
McCarthy barrier in a dummy act in 
which Sermon contributes some 
dextrous vocal-pocus. 

Martell emcees nicely and comes 
off well with impersonations of 
F.D.R., Walter Winchell, Lionel 
Barrymore, and Stepin Fetchit. His 
best, however, is a takeoff on Amos 
’n’ Andy, bringing in all principal 
characters. Jean Moore warbles ac- 
ceptably in one appearance. Connie 
Cella does a song and dance with 
the line, strictly routine. Line per- 
forms nicely in usual three appear- 
ances. Band played from stage. 

S.R.O. on show caught. Just, 





GAY NINETIES REVUE 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 
Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 26. 

Jack LaVier and Ruth Morgan, 
Bernard and Jenson, Yorke and 
Tracy, Mel Hall, Sondra Lynn, Flora 
Dora Girls (5), Can-Can Girls (5), 
Band (6); ‘You Can’t Fool Your 
Wife’ (RKO), 

‘Gay Nineties Revue’ presents a 
neatly nostalgic show, built around 
three sock acts, and balances past 
with present to round out a fast 
moving 50 minutes. 

Top act is Jack La Vier, vaude vet. 
with his ‘Man on the Flying Trapeze,’ 
with Ruth Morgan. Although the act 
consists solely of getting himself up 
on a trapeze bar and balancing him- 
self on achair, La Vier had the house 
eating out of his hand with his build- 


up, gags, and nifty timing on the 
acrobatics. 

Pushing the La Vier act is the 
slapstick comedy of Bert Yorke 
and Beatrice Tracy. Yorke imper- 


sonates W. C. Fields, while Miss 
Tracy carries on a la Martha Raye. 
Strictly hokum, but drew heavy in 
laff dept. 

Nifty impersonations turned in by 
,Bernard and Jenson, Miss 
|formerly having been a stand-in for 
Joan Crawford. In addition to Craw- 
ford, she impersonates Mae West. and 
without much success. Bernard con- 
tributes fast-change impersonations 
of Jimmy Durante. Ned Sparks. 
Groucho Marks, Charlie Chaplin and 
other film pctors. 

Mel Hall turns jin a run-of-the-m 
unicycle turn, while Sondra Lynn 
niftily sopranos nost-lsic '90s num- 
bers. The line. divided in five can- 


ill 








ean girls and five ‘Florodora’ girls. 

dances pleasingly in three standard 

onrenrances Rand »plevs from. nit 
House only partly full on show 

caught. Just. 

New Act 

| JOAN and BOBBY REXER 

| Dancing 

|$ Mins. 

| Majestic, B’klyn 

| The youthful Rexers, probably 


brother and sister, are comers. Mak- 
jing a nice appearance, they also are 
}all there on their feet and right now 
| qualify for the better time in thea- 
itres as well as in night clubs. 

Team does tap, buck-and-wing 
oldtime 


punch for the moderns. Opening tap 


jouck by the duo establishes them | 


| quickly. Bobby Rexer then steps out 
j}for a single buck, his partner join- 


ing him for a fast challenge finish. 
The closing sends them across very 
| strongly. Char. 


The unit depends on the nov- | 


Jenson | 


——— 
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He (BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) yarn, regardless of its origin, is ex- 


changeable for studio coin. 

In fact, Hollywood will indefinitely 
go on paying anywhere from $50,000 
to $125,000 for Broadway hits, just 
as it will also continue to fork over 
from $1,000 up for a synopsis that 
has been neither staged, produced 
‘nor put between covers. The bigs 
of the celluloid business, though, 
be mighty grateful if the 
novelists, especially those whose 
works strike the public fancy, could 
be hypoed to greater fecundity. 

Studios’ current rush for anything 
exuding the aroma of a_ potential 
best seller is the result of long and 


careful analysis of the enviable 
grosses piled up by David O. Selz- 
nick’s two most recent winners, 


‘Gone With the Wind’ and ‘Rebecca.’ 
During this study was discovered the 
importance of an institution known 
as the rental library. 


Go After the ‘Renters’ 


So, moving on the theory that the 
general public has a natural curios- 
ity for talker versions of plays it 
has seen or novels it has read, Holly- 
wood’s production, overlords are 
doping it this way: the audience for 
a best seller, due to the 3c-a-day 
rental establishments, is many times 
that of even those legit attractions 
that follow long stays on Manhattan's 
‘main stem with road tours. That 
being the case, they ask themselves, 
why not pay as much for books as 
,they would for pieces first given the 
|spotlight via the footlights? 
| That they are translating words in- 
to action is demonstrated by Para- 
mount’s move in planting $100,000 
on the line for Ernest Hemingway's 
‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ with a 
promise to pay him an additional 10c 
for every copy of the book sold up 
\to a total of 500,000, making it pos- 
‘sible for Hemingway to increase his 
picture income from ‘Bells’ by an- 
other $50,000. 

Par’s deal with Hemingway is a 
far cry from the one Margaret Mit- 
'chell had with Selznick on ‘Gone.’ 
The Atlanta authoress received $55,- 
000 for the cinema rights to her vol- 
‘ume, which is explained by the fact 
that Selznick tcok a gamble and 
closed for her story while still in 
|galley form. 
| Picture skeds for 1940-41 and 1941- 
|42 will carry an imposing list of 
'titles gleaned from the field of con- 
temporary books, most of which 


were purchased before they reached | 


the stalls, 


| Leading the parade will be Rich-| 
j}ard Llewellyn’s ‘How Green Was My | 
paid | 


| Valley,” for which 20th-Fox 
$50,000 before publication, and which 
Darryl Zanuck will personally pro- 
duce with William Wyler, borrowed 
from Samuel Goldwyn, directing. 
Although the cast has not yet been 


set, the offering will be mounted on! 


an expensive scale. It 
roll around Dec. 1. 

From the same lot during the next 
18 months will come screen versions 
of F. Van Wyck Mason’s ‘The 
Bucharest Ballerina Murders,’ for 
which Zanuck handed 
before publication in book form; 
Vereen Bell’s ‘Swamp Water,’ a Sat- 
evepost serial soon to be published 
as a tome, and Steven Longstreet’s 
‘Replenish the Earth,’ which also is 
still in the printery. 

Warners has Henry Bellamann’s 
‘King’s Row,’ for which it paid a 
healthy price before publication, but 
which is now giving the Burbank 
outfit considerable worry from the 


is slated to 


scripting angle, and Hartzell 
Spence’s ‘One Foot In Heaven,’ 
which will reach the stores and 
rental libraries late this month. 

In «idi: ton to Hemingway’s ‘Bell.’ 
Par ‘ imother novel, Katharine 
Brush’s “You Go Your Way,’ the pre- | 


publication rights to which brought 
the authoress $16,000. 
Catching It In Stride 


Metro has Jan Struthers’ ‘Mrs. 
Miniver,” for which it paid $25,000 
before it had hit its full stride as 


a book, and in which it plans to star 
Greer Garson. Columbia will make 
a talker around Nathaniel West's ‘A 
| Cool Million,” which it obtained be- 
|fore publication in a rather unusual 
| manner. 
had been submitied to Col exees 
for inspection uefeore the yarn was 
sent to the publishers. But ‘Million,’ 
as prepared for book purposes, 
wasn't considered suitable for pic- 
tures, so author West and screen 
writer 


grind out a screen treatment. This 


;met with Col’s approval, and a con- | 


|tract was signed. 

In studying the Selznick situation 
on ‘Gone’ and ‘Rebecca,’ the pro- 
| duction bosses had impressed upon 


themselves a fact that they have too 
long overlooked. 


over $16,000 | 


Copy of the manuscript | 


Boris Ingster set about to. 


It is that the po-| 


Best Sellers Best Buys 


from page 3 





tential ticket buyers want literal 
translations in the conversion of 
books into pictures. This, the 
learned, was responsible for much af 
the takes garnered by both vehicles 


Standing out in sharp contrast to 
Selznick’s experience on the two fea. 
tures is that of the Frank Lloyd- 
Jack Skirball producing combo on 
its initialer, ‘The Howards of Vir. 
ginia,’ returns on which to date have 
not been up to expectations. When 
Columbia handed Elizabeth Page 
$50,000 for the screen rights to her 
best seller, ‘Tree of Liberty,’ jt 
planned to produce it under its own 
banner, with Lloyd, moving over 
from Paramount, as its producer. 
director. Came the outbreak of the 
war and its accompanying pinch on 
the film companies, and Col decided 
to shelve the vehicle, temporarily at 
ieast. Then Lloyd submitted a prop. 
osition, involving his resignation 
from the Col roster and the accep- 
tance of the story, then partially 
scripted, in settlement for the ad- 
vance preparations he had handled. 

Run Into Title Conflict 


Lloyd then set up his own pro- 
ducing firm in. association with 
Skirball, negotiated financing from 
a New York bank, and went ahead, 
with Col signed as the distribution 
outlet. The picture had been widely 
publicized before the start of shoot- 
ing under its original tag, but Col 
sales heads suddenly conceived the 
idea that ‘Tree of Liberty’ might be 
confused with Warners patriotic 
short, ‘Sons of Liberty,’ then going 
into release. 


Lloyd and Skirball countered with 
a suggestion thet ‘Susquehanna’ be 
substituted, in view of the fact that 
most of the filming was to be done 
in the Susquehanna valley. Col of- 
ficials, however, were insistent upon 
‘The Howards of Virginia.’ They 
| argued that the customers might be- 
| lieve it a story of the earlier Susque- 
| hanna dirigible tragedy if the Lloyd- 
| Skirball proposal were carried out. 


Lack of accord between the two 
| factions over the title eventually led 
| to other differences, with the picture 
| suffering from lack of exploitation 
after the negative reached the dis- 
tribution organization. The bulk of 
| its bally had been around the novel's 
tag, which became meaningless when 
the shift was made. 











'| Pix On Radio 
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recently finished, is wrapped around 
their mike feud. Others with an 
ethereal twist are ‘You're the One,’ 
‘Christmas In July,’ ‘There's Magic 
in Music,’ ‘Rhythm the River,’ 
‘Second Chorus’ ‘A Night at 
| Earl Carroll's.’ 

‘Hullabaloo’ at Metro, just pro- 
duced by Louis K. Sidney, who used 
to produce radio shows, has a mike 
aura. ‘The Great American Broad- 
cast’ at 20th-Fox is self-explanatory 
|and ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ is in the 


on 
and 


same category. RKO’s Kay Kyser 
| starrer, ‘You'll Find Out,’ has an 
|aerial setting and his next pcture 


| is aimed in the same direction. Two 

of Republic’s high-budget features, 
‘Hit Parade of 1940’ and ‘Melody 
| Ranch,” have a radio trend, and so 
| have two of the studio’s future films, 
| ‘Melody and Moonlight’ and ‘Milk- 
;man’s Matinee.’ Throughout the 
|} celluloid industry the broadcasting 
background is a growing rival of the 
canyons and prairies. 


| 





In Army Now 


Continued from page 2_—— 





| Colman W. Coalter, Harry W. Miller, 


Victor C. Horn, Clifford R. Lohr, 
Florian J. Klock, Warren M. Mace, 
{Jr., Edward Connolly, Fred Hicker- 


son Smith, Dean D. Farlow, Paul J. 
'DuPre, Burt H. Dryer, James T. 
Dale, Donald FE. Lewis, William A. 
Rush, Milton T. Parsinger, Harry W. 
Burdet, Jr., William R. Jones, Harold 
A. Gibson, Marvine R. Franklin, 
Jack H. Young, Robert M. Benham, 
|Robert Hoffman and Clifford A. 
| Wright. 

At the Marine barracks, San Dieg®. 
ithe battalion was disbanded for three 
months of training, after which 't 
will be reassembled as a unit, wiih 
the same commissioned officers. 

When reorganized after the train- 
‘ing period, the outfit will have 4 
band capable of playing anythin 
from swing to the classics. Som* 
'of Hollywood’s best musicians Ww! 
/be wearing Marine uniforms for the 
next year. 








Neat 
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Father's’ Ist N.Y. Ania Fabulous |  Stows in Rehearsal 
Party, Show: Caustic Rib of Shuberts 


By JACK PULASKI 

The most elaborate theatre party 
yet held was staged Saturday night 
(9) principally in the large lobby 
and foyer of the Empire, N. Y., in 
celebration of a year’s run there of 
‘Life With Father.’ Bar and serving 
tables, which were constantly re- 


plenished, were ample to satisfy the 
thirst and appetites of an unexpect- 
edly large throng of showpeople, 
authors and newspaper men. It had 
been intended to invite 200, but the 
list mounted to the 800 mark, with 
few if any crashers. 

Theme of the event seemed to be: 
‘Enjoy yourself—there isn’t as much 
time as you think.’ In addition to 
the generous collation and pleasant- 
ries among those present, most of 
whom were acquainted, there was 





vv 


Engagements 


Vivienne Segal, 
Joey.’ 

Barry Jones, 
Acquaintance.’ 

Eleanor Lynn, Allen Tower, Ed- 
ward Nunn, ‘The Hard Way.’ 

Victor Mature, Leif Erickson, 
Hume Cronyn, ‘Retreat to Pleasure.’ 

Terence Morgan, Merritt O’Duel, 
Kenneth Clarke, George Bleasdale, 
‘The Corn Is Green.’ 

Lou Lubin, Joseph Pevney, Sarah 
Seeger, Leslie Barrett, John L. Kear- 
ney, Clancy Cooper, Bobby Mitchell, 
Kay Loring, George Dill, Mitchell 
Kowal, Seldon Bennett, Jack Arnold, 
Peter Cucanelli, ‘Horse Fever.’ 


Robert Keith, Diana Barrymore, 
Thais Lawton, Lawrence Fletcher, 





Gene Kelly, ‘Pal 


Kent Smith, ‘Old 





what might be termed an impromptu 
show on the stage. One skit could 
have been called ‘Ribbing the Shu- 
berts’ and a lyric warbled by Leif 
Erickson alluded to the brothers vio- | 
lently, to put it mildly. Erickson, 
however, slurred the name by de- 
sign or otherwise but it was rough 
enough. 

The skit referred to the little af- 
fair in Boston where ‘Father’s’ pro- 
ducer, Oscar Serlin, has been hav- 
ing run-ins with the Shuberts. First 
it was over booking the Boston com- 
pany, Serlin winning by leasing the 
Civic Repertory theatre. Second 
contest was over tickets for ‘Father’ 
there, result being that Herrick’s, 
alleged to be operated by the Shu- 
berts, does not handle tickets for 
the show. 


Lost, One Knife 


Hiram Sherman, who m.c.ed the 
show, appeared as Serlin, Shuberts 
being played by Lester Allen and 
Benny Baker. After some pleasant- 
ries the brothers departed, Sherman | 
remarking: ‘After all, Jake and Lee} 
aren’t so bad.’ Thereupon he turned | 
around and a knife was sticking in 
his back, with a resultant howl. Ser- | 
lin himself, sitting down front, al] 
most fell into the orchestra pit. | 
Later he explained there were to 
have been two knives, but one prop | 
dropped. 

Earlier in the evening there had | 
been a three-way radio show, leads | 
of the New York company partici- 
pating with those of the Chicago and | 
Boston casts. Burns Mantle (News) | 
introduced the New York end; EI- | 
liott Norton (Post) was on in Bos- 
ton, and Ashton Stevens (Herald- 
Examiner), had the Chicago end. | 
Time was secured through Alka 
Seltzer, but Stevens made a fumble, 
saying it was by courtesy of the 
rival Bromo Seltzer. For that he 
was penalized half the distance to} 
the goal by Russel (Buck, ‘have an-| 
other drink’) Crouse, who wrote} 
‘Father’ with Howard Lindsay. 

Hit of the was scored by| 
Danny Kaye with his ‘Pavlowa’! 
number, A ‘Mikado’ skit, with a | 
sextette in red wigs, a la ‘Father,’ 
was high-lighted by Bert Lahr, who 
did a Lindsay. Some name players 
were also listed to appear, but 
walked out on a real party. How-| 
ever, Gypsy Rose Lee showed. She 
was stingy about stripping, but 
flashed her attractive gams. Sylvia 
Fine was at the piano throughout. | 

Check was split by co-host Lester | 
Meyers, who operates the Empire, 
Serlin, Crouse, Lindsay and the 
several backers who are in on one 
of the most profitable plays in gen- 
eration. 

Shuberts doubtless got a report on 
the ribbing, for one or two of thei 
staff were having a good time, 
though explained they didn’t attend 
to check up. 





show 





Legit Cues 








Ann Mason jill with heavy cold for | 


several days before preem of 


‘Quiet, Please,” but went through , 


with show, 





Josephine Hull set for ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace.’ 





Ralph Forbes in from the Coast 
and may go into the new Moss Hart 
play, opposite Gertrude Lawrence. 
Author is also looking for girls to 
play Miss Lawrence at the ages of 
6, 12, 18 and 23, 





_ Elmer the Great,’ currently try- 
ing out in Boston with Joe E. Brown, 
will get second act revisions before 
being brought to Broadway. 


Henry Kolle, Gertrude Flynn, Zolya 


| Talma, Elwyn Harvey, Mary Heber- 


deen, Emily Lorraine, Ronald Hogue, 
Kathleen Corteil, Marita Sylvia, Tom 
Bate, ‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’ 
plete cast). 





RED SMEAR ON 


EQUITY STILL 
A BURNUP 


The ‘smear’ of half a dozen coun- 
cillors by Congressman William P. 





Lambertson, Kansas Republican, who | 


charged them with being Commun- 


ists or sympathizers of that system, | 


still rankles among Equity leaders. 
They have been forced to remain 
quiet, awaiting an answer from 

Jashington whether the charges are 
to’ be investigated or tabled. 
their intention to attempt forcing the 
issue, unless word is soon received 
from the Capital. 

Equity leaders are not only con- 
cerned over the cloud covering those 
named, but over the position in 
which the charges have placed the 
association itself. Felt that its stand- 


ing among unions has been im- 
pugned. If the charges are proven, 


Equity could act to ‘clean its house.’ 
Until such time officials for the most 
part are standing up for the mem- 
bers named in the Congressional 
Record by Lambertson. For the sec- 
ond time the association’s monthly 
will not touch upon the charges, but 
the magazine may be the means of 
refuting Lambertson. 

Equity’s head, Bert Lytell, sought 
prompt action so that Equity might 
again participate in federal relief 
and the association’s unemployment 
situation relieved. Chances of se- 
curing such aid are hazy, despite the 
assertions of Congressmen that they 
would favor theatre relief legislation 
if the Red charges were dissipated. 


CONCERT DATES HELD 
BACK BY ELECTION 


Columbia Concerts Corp., unlike 
the film companies, did not attempt 
to battle the election period. Booked 
almost no concerts of its artists dur- 
ing first days of November. The con- 
cert agency felt that any attempt 
on the part of its serious musicians 
to buck the election would be dis- 
astrous, and that while motion pic- 
tures may be willing to chance its 
strongest attractions during election 
to do 





week. concerts cannot afford 
So 
Starting with Nov. 10 however, 


Columbia is making up for lost time 
with no fewer than 12 artists sched- 
uled to make appearances at Town 
and Carnegie Halls in N. Y., in the 
next two weeks. Those to appear are 
Ellen Ballon, pianist, at Town Hall, 
Nov. 10: Michael Zadora, pianist, 
Town Hall, Nov. 11; Grace Leslie, 
contralto, Town Hall, Nov. 13; Rose 
Dirman, lyric soprano, Town Hall, 
Nov. 16: Richard Hale, baritone, 
/Town Hall, Nov. 16; Henri Tomianka, 
violinist, Town Hall, Nov. 17; Albert 
Spalding, Carnegie Hall, Nov. 18; 
' Robert Goldsand, pianist, Town Hall, 
\Nov. 19; Nathan Chaikin, cellist, 


|'Town Hall, Nov. 22; Clara Ceo, pian- 


list, Carnegie Chamber Music Hall, 
‘Nov. 22: Simon Barer, pianist, Town 
‘Hall, Nov. 24, and Dorothy Minty, 
| violinist, Town Hall, Nov. 26. 


(com- | 


It is | 


' 
‘Delicate Story’—Gilbert Miller, 
Vinton Freedley. 
| ‘Old Acquaintance’—D w ig ht 
Deere Wiman. 
‘Pal Joey’—George Abbott. 
‘Off the Record’—John Shubert. 
‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’—John 
Tuerk. 
‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen’ — Alex 
| Aarons, Robert Ritchie. 
‘All in Fun’—Leonard Sillman, 
Phil Baker. 
‘Horse Fever’—Alex Yokel. 
‘Follow the Furies’—‘Fledgling’) 
—Otis Chatfield-Taylor. 
Mornings at Seven’—Nat’] Play- 
goers Guild. 


Today’ Closes Copley, 
Boston, Tryout Venture 











Some mystery attended the pres- 
entation of ‘Here Today,’ which 
| closed at the Copley, Boston, Satur- 
‘day (9) after two lean weeks de- 
spite a favorable press. Copley was 
announced as a tryout spot, with 
/half a dozen plays supposed to be 
| played as a show case for Broadway. 
|‘Today’ is not new. It was produced 
at the Barrymore, N. Y., by Sam H. 
Harris in 1932, but failed, and went 
off after five weeks. 


Ruth Gordon, who was in the 
original cast and the Boston showing, 





= 


mer in stock. It then attracted the 
attention of a picture scout. Lee 
Shubert, with the urging of Miss 
Gordon, placed ‘Today’ on the Copley 
schedule, it being assumed that he 
would share in possible film rights 
money. No picture deal has been 
'consummated, however, and_ the 
|rights are owned by Harris, George 
Oppenheimer, the original author, 
and George S. Kaufman, said to have 
revised the script though not billed 
as a participant. 

‘Today’ was supposed to satirize 
Dorothy Parker at the time of orig- 
inal presentation. First nighters 
were fooled by figuring it a money 
show. There are no plans to try it 
again on Broadway and the Copley 
| venture, in which W. Horace Schmid- 
jlapp, Jos. W. Gaites and Lee Shubert 
participated, has been dropped, clos- 
ing in the red for about $25,000. 





| 
| 


Around $25,000 In Red 


appeared in the play during the sum- | 


Sunday Legit Begins Nov. 24; 
Matinee or Nights Up in the Air 


‘Straight Show Clicks Are Missing 


From B way; 4 Hits Same Time in 39 





Milw. Aud’s 31st Year’s 
Net Profit at $32,051] 


| Milwaukee, Nov. 12. 

Biggest amusement place in the 
‘town, the quasi-municipal Auditor- 
lium, where grand opera, concerts, 
‘indoor circuses, conventions, auto 
‘shows, prize fights, etc., are held, 
ended its 3lst year Sept. 30, showing 
a net profit of $32,051.56 on a gross 
of $150,446.15, or four times the net 
|return of the previous year. 


! 


| The profit will be put into build- 
ing improvements, a yearly practice 
that has resulted in the Auditorium 
|property doubling its original value 
|}when built. The big building has 
had the same manager all] these 
years—Joseph C. Grieb. 











TOURING GROUP 


2 SHOWS 


The National Playgoers Guild, 
|which aimed to tour four attractions 
{in the smaller stands under a system 
lof local guarantees, along the lines 
‘attempted by the Legitimate Theatre 
'Corp., last season, has been reor- 
| ganized but the corporation was not 
idissolved as _ reported. George 
Somnes, who originally had a small 
{interest, is understood to have ab- 
'sorbed all the stock, although Halsey 
Raines, of Metro, who is credited 
| with raising the first bankroll, is said 
|to still be president. 


| Guild is said to have gone into the 
red for about $25,000. Instead of four 
| shows, only one is definitely an- 
j/nounced to open, it being ‘Morning’s 
la Seven,’ which replaced ‘Outward 


(Continued on page 58) 











Sunday legit performances on 
Broadway are dated to begin Nov. 
24, original starting date of next 
Sunday (17) being called off because 
too many managers stated they 
would not be ready 
Principal hinderance was 
vance sale of tickets for the follow- 
ing Monday (18). Case in point was 
‘Life With Father,’ 800 tickets for 
next Monday’s performance being 
out. As a number are in the hands 
of out-of-towners, it would be un- 
fair to such patrons and practically 
impossible to recall the tickets. Some 
question whether the hits will play 
Sundays, despite the League of New 
York Theatres, which helped secure 
such performances. Some producers 
of top shows are not members of the 
League. 

Early this week 12 attractions 
were definitely committed to Sun- 
days. Those ducking such perform- 
ances are ‘Panama Hatti *Li 
iana Purchase’ and ‘Father,’ because 
of each advance sale. Man- 
agements concerned are not in the 
League. 


’ 
e 
€ 


yUis- 


show’s 


Protective Clause 


There are a number of angles to 
the Sunday subject. It was thought 
that some showmen might give a 


matinee on the Sabbath and then play 
Monday night, figuring that the state 
law of 24 hours rest following a Sun- 
day performance would be complied 
with. Whether afternoons or nights 
are to be used is still to be deter- 
mined but the league’s idea at pre- 
sent is that all shows play at the 
same time and thereby test the pos- 
sibilities of the draw. 

‘Tobacco Road’ only legiter that 
played last Sunday (10). Sold out, 
indicating the possibilities for draw- 
ing moderate price patronage, Scale 
for ‘Road’ is $1.10 top. 

Full 24-Hour Rest 

Equity claims that its resolution 
okaying the members’ referendum 
voting in Sundays 6 to 1 includes a 
_provision calling for full 24 hours 


at that time. | 
the ad-| 


|rest. Contended that the clause was 
| written in by the legal department 


| to prevent an evasion of the full day | 


| and day and night following Sunday 
showings. Whether the courts would 
interpret the stipulation similarly 
is open to question, but Equity say: 
it can call off Sundays if the letter 
of the law is not complied with. 
| Stated definitely that Equity would 
not assent to Mondays in any event, 
since it might rate the asscciation as 
being an accessory before the fact in 
breaching the state statute. 
Explained around Equity that the 
idea of another stipulation, that 
there shall be no boost in admission 
prices for Sundays, followed a report 
that some managers thought Satur- 
day or holiday scales should apply. 
This is contrary to the general idea, 
that Sundays will attract popular 
price patronage, most of which has 
been attending picture theatres. 
There was surprise inside Equity 
that the referendum was carried by 
such a large proportion When it 
was decided that the full member- 
ship should decide the issue instead 


of the council, some of the latter 
believed the proposal would be de- 
cisively voted down Others who 
were confident of the result figured 
it to be a psychological matter—that 


those having jobs would say no and 
those not engaged would vote in 
Sundays. As there is a greater por- 
tion of the membership unemployed, 
those who thought the proposal 
would be okayed, guessed right. 


Craven’s Coast Play 


Hollywood, Nov. 
‘omorrow,’ 
ton’s new stage play, is slated to 
open here Dec. 1. under guidance 
,of Associated Producers. Piece will 
move to New York if it clicks on 
the Coast. 

Frank Craven and Sally Eilers 
share top roles. 





12. 
?. 
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‘About 


George Sea- | 





| Broadway is way behind last 
; autumn, particularly in new dra- 
matic successes. Not one unques- 
|tioned straight play click has yet 
registered. Up to mid-November, 
1939, four hits had arrived, plus two 


,Shows of moderate success rating 
| and One sock musical. Only one 
;comedy of moderate proportions has 
| arrived to date this fall—‘George 
| Washington Slept Here’ (Lyceum), 
, while two revivals are of similar 
| Standing, they being ‘Kind Lady’ and 
; ‘Charley's Aunt.’ 

| Favorable signs are the increase 
| of shows in rehearsal, most of those 
being readied being well regarded 
| in script form. It may be well past 
New Year’s before productivity 


‘reaches the peak and then most 
theatres on Broadway should be 
| operating. 


New musicals have a much hicher 
average currently, four drawing big 
grosses. ‘Panama Hattie,’ newest hit 
(46th Street), ‘Hold On To Your 
Hats’ (Shubert), ‘Boys and Girls To- 


gether’ (Broadhurst), ‘It Happens on 
lIce’ (Center). ‘Cabin in The Sky,’ 
A colored musical (Martin Beck) is an 


indicated moderate money-getter 
| and none of the new musicals have 
|flopped. Musical strength is height- 
jened by the continued big draw of 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ and ‘Hellzapop- 
pin.’ 
Last Season’s Start 

Straight play winners which open- 
ed during the first month and a half 
last fall: ‘Life With Father,’ ‘Sky- 
lark, ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ 
| ‘Margin For Error’ and ‘Time of 
Your Life,’ latter two being mode- 





rates, though ‘Error’ spanned the 
| season. ‘Father’ and ‘Dinner’ «ae 
| Still on Broadway. The incoming 


;musical hit during that period was 
\‘Too Many Girls,’ big winner on 
|Broadway, but not so good out of 
| town. 

From September to the middle of 
November, 1938, was also much more 
productive of scoring attractions 
jthan the current season to date. At 
lthat time four straight hits and a 
|quartet of musicals liven:d the list: 
|‘Victoria Regina,’ ‘Kiss the Boys 
| Goodbye,’ ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
| and ‘Oscar Wilde’; the musicals being 
|‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
| ‘Leave It to Me’ and ‘Knickerbocker 
Holiday.’ 


Last season the fall period looked 
so favorable that the critics were 
jeven patted on the back when they 
failed to detect flops up to late Octo- 
ber. Recently, too, the reviewers 
were regarded as leaning backward 
to hail the new shows, but their 
praise was for the musicals. 

Production is being stepped up 
coincidental with the amended pact 
between authors, managers and pic- 
|ture interests, but the shows now in 
rehearsal are not film-backed, or at 
least not admittedly so. Picture 
people say they are ready to re-enter 


Broadway, but are holding off on 
production commitments until the 
deal is actually sealed, wary that 


any last minute jam might result in 
front office pressure. 


‘ADOPT AMENDED PACT 
ON PIX-BACKED PLAYS 


At a membership meeting of the 
Dramatists Guild held at the Music 





Box, N. Y., Tuesday, it was reported 
that the amended basic agreement 
covering picture-financed plays was 
unanimously adopted. This opens 
the path of the re-entry of Holly- 
wood into Broadway. Understood 
that the new deal will be effective 
as of Nov. 15, but activity by the 
picture end may not begin until 
Dec. 1. 


Film companies known to be ready 
to back legit shows are Paramount, 
Warners and Metro, and this trio is 
expected to figure principally on 
Broadway this season. There is a 
possibility that Columbia and 20th- 
| Fox will also participate. During 
negotiations two athers were repre- 


| sented, Universal and RKO. but 
|neither indicated it was ready to 
finance shows. 

All that is necessary to make the 


agreement official is signaturing by 
the League of New York Theatres 
(managers) and the Guild. Holly- 
wood was never a party to the basie 
agreement, but figured prominently 
in healing the breach with the 
i authors. 
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QUIET PLEASE 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Guild, N. Y., Nov. 8, °40, by Jesse L. 
Lasky and Henry Duffy; written by F. 
Hugh Herbert and Hans Kraly from an 
original story by Ferdinand Reyther; staged 





by Russell Fillmore; settings by Everett 
Burgess; $3.30 top. 

WORT sv cccecvesvonesnesooeoesess Paul Marion 
VT PUPPET TTETITTTT Tt Nina Clemens 
Mr. Fitzgerald. cccocccccccee:s Michael Ames 
BWeBGS. cco ccccccceceesesocesdece Trude Wyler 
Bill Brady..cccoccccccces Bruce Macfarlane 
Binnie. .-cccccccsccccsecvecess Evelyn Wall 
JACK... ccsrccccccccscccccess Ralph Douglas 
Bob Canfield..ccccccesscensesess Fred Niblo 
Henry Dakin....../ Anthony Kemble Cooper 
Gioria Weston. ccccccvcccscccssed Ann Mason 
PEOPTRT «cc ccvccceeosccesosess Carl Chapman 
A Tourtet....ccccses eecccvccecs Oza Waldrop 
eee PEAthOWRicceccsscveeoed Arthur Hughes 
BEtSs GUFROY . co ccceccccecoeesees Bunty Cutler 
Jim Faraday. ccocccosccccees Herman Lieb | 
Carol Adams. cccccccecsccceccess Jane Wyatt } 
Roland Pierce,., --Donald Woods 
Joe Manheim. .ccccccccccccceces Fred Sears 
BMCO. cccccvccescedesesosevees Judith Elliott 
pS PE PCCTEE TCC sees Nancy Preston 
Bescmnel Miimer.coccsevesesss Gordon Jones 
An Flectrician.....cceee Charles McClelland 
nn 40656009 8Se6000b00000048 Charles Martin 
ee ne ee ee ee Adolph Tews 





Second play about Hollywood to 
reach Broadway on successive nights 
may have a slightly better chance 
than the first (‘Beverly Hills’), but 
Broadway has had plays with a sim- 
ilar background that were punchier | 
and much funnier, Quite doubtful 
of landing in the money. 

‘Quiet’ jumped from Los Angeles, 
after a mild three weeks there. | 
There is novelty in presentation, | 
with studio equipment that is not) 
phoney, but that doesn’t go for the) 
story which curiously lured Jesse L. | 
Lasky and Henry (Terry) Duffy 
back to legit. | 

It is partially an audience par-| 
ticipation performance, about which 
there is nothing new. Fleck of peo- | 


| stars. 


secured the novel, 


1good enough. Second of the trio is 
' ‘Quiet Please,’ third being ‘Glamour 
Preferred,’ well regarded out of 
town. 

‘Beverly Hills’ is the wasted, at- 
tractive title, but the latter adjective 
does not go for its characters, though 
they are decorative enough. Play is 
uneven. Story of gossip mixed with 
sex digressions is not as far-fetched 
as it appears on the stage, and it 
doesn’t seem diverting. Principal 
fault appears to be the lack of fun, 
there being a paucity of laughs. Al- 
lusion to a Coast daily that has the 
stamp of scandal stories is overdone 
and means nothing to Broadway 
audiences, except that portion in 
show business. 

Play was authored by two screen 
writers. Tocale is the home of Leon- 
ard Strickland, whose specialty is 
writing material for moppet film 
His pretty wife, Lois, who has 
three kids, is ambitious for him to 
write bigger and better scenarios, 
and there is much talk about adapt- 
ing ‘Land of Cotton,’ a best seller, 
vights of which were bought for 
$100,000. Eastmore, film exec who 
never read the 
book and is amazed when it comes 
out that the story has plenty about 
rape, strikes and incest, topics he 


| abhors. 


Exec’s wife, who was a star in the 
silent days, visits Hollywood and im- 
mediately goes on the make for 
Leonard, who has no inclination to 
stray. Lois admires May, whose 
lure is getting Leonard the ‘Cotton’ 
trick, which he isn’t hot for May 
is also strong for some sort of move- 
ment—as one line puts it: ‘She saw 
‘Susan and God’ once too often.’ Un- 
der the guise of his preparation of 





Wilikie-CAB 
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was registered by his Boston speech 
(Oct, 30). The C. A. B. credited him 
| with 38.7. The previous high for a 


‘political talk was scored by Wendell | 


Willkie with his acceptance speech 
| Aug. 17. The rating in that instance 
was 37.8 

The Roosevelt listening high mark 
|during the 1936 campaign was 24.6. 
The first (Oct. 23) of President 
|Roosevelt’s major political speeches 
of this year’s campaign was not rated 
by the C. A. B. because that hap- 


pened to be an off-week for the serv- | 


‘ice. Same applied in tne case of 
|John L. Lewis’ broadcast endorsing 
Willkie. Ratings for the Democratic 
candidate’s other speeches were as 
follows: from Madison Square Gar- 
iden, N. Y¥., Oct. 28, 36.4; from the 
‘Academy of Music, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
|Nov. 1, $37.3, 








What They Spent 


NBC was still trying at press 
time yesterday (Tuesday) to get 
a breakdown of political ex- 
penditures as far as the red and 
blue networks were concerned. 
NEC got $438,000 from the Demo- 
crats and $454,000 from the Re- 
publicans. 

Columbia billed a total of 
$593,900 from political broad- 
casts, with $319,000 from the 
Democrats and $274,600 from 
the Republicans. Mutual's politi- 





and from Cleveland, | 
Nov. 2, 37.6. | 





Story of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Lunt (Lynn Fontanne) by Alice-Leone 
| Moats appears in the current issue of the Ladies Home Journal. Stage 
couple, who drew capacity in Ottawa and Toronto last week, first stands 
| out in ‘There Shall Be No Night,’ have been wed 18 years. Their design 
for living is simple and for one thing they have never visited New York's 
so-called smart night spots. They rarely witness the plays, generaliy 
being occupied with their own performances when in New York, but 
are circus fans, especially when under canvas, 

Estimated that their combined earnings are $100,000 annually, couple 
going 50-50 on all expenditures, save personal purchases. Lunts’ only 
extravagance appears to be their home and farm at Genesee Depot, Wis. 
| eonsin. It is a Swedish Georgian manor, portions of the interior frequently 
| being rebuilt and redecorated, but they live like country folk and arise 
| early. Lunt does most of the cooking, specializing in exotic dishes, 
| Lunt was born in Milwaukee, Miss Fontanne in England. After they 
| met they stopped.at a boarding house on 72nd street and were often 
| visited there by Noel Coward, then an unknown actor. As a trio they 

later appeared in Coward's ‘Design for Living.’ The Lunts have co. 
starred for 16 years. 
| Not mentioned is their interest in the office of John C. Wilson, Coward's 

general representative. Coward has a share of their attractions and vice 
versa. Also not included is Lunt’s passion for vaudeville. 


| Inside Stuff—Legit 








Harry A. Jansen, the magician known as Dante, has a new backer, said 
to be Rondbout Van Reemsdyke, a Hollander whom he met abroad but 
who resides over here. Charles Washburn, press agent, had a 50-50 ar. 
rangement with the magi, but after finding his share of the ‘Sim Sala Bim’ 
red amounted to $900 for the final weeks of the attraction at the Morosco, 
N. Y., called the deal off. Washburn got his money back from Dante's 
dates at Mapiewood, N. J., and last week in Philadelphia (Locust), and 
now shares in profits but not losses. 


Peculiar mixup attended the closing at the Jersey stand. Three baggage 
concerns were on hand to haul the effects for the movement to Philly. A 
New York transfer man who took the stuff to Maplewood, the Erie 
R. R., whose station is close by, and a local truckman all claimed jurisdic- 
tion. Jam ended with Dante paying six men $53 each before the show was 
put aboard the train. 


Dante has concluded arrangements with a New York publisher to bring 
out his autobiography at the conclusion of his present U. S. tour. The title 


heme, 


of the tome wiil be ‘It’s Fun to Be Fooled’. 


John Montague, in advance of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clifton 
Web), which plays a week at the Davidson, Milwaukee, starting Sunday 
(17), was surprised to also see ads announcing the ticket sale for ‘The 


cal billings came to $262,674, with 
the breakdown crediting $124.- 
500 to the Republicans, $130,500 
to the Democrats, Communists, 
$3,100, and Socialist-Labor, $2,- 


ple are used, but only in the first} speeches for her, they spend much 
and last scenes, Sound Stage 18 of| time together and a yarn about the 
the Imperial Studios. Characters! affair is printed in the scandal rag. 

enter or range along the aisles, or| Lois is the last to believe her 
have lines from seats. First nighters | Leonard is the man in the case. But 
are supposed to be extras witnessing | he comes out with it, probably figur- 





the premiere of a stage hit, with di-| 
rector and assistant coaching them | 
to applaud and call for the author, | 
cameraman taking a reverse shot of| 
those out front. 

Idea did not register any too well! 
with the audience. Nor did signs 
directing the ‘extras’ to their seats. | 
Ushers are in uniform with the name 
of the studio on their backs. Play 
jerkily switches to the sex situation | 
of the studio’s star, Carol Adams, 
and Roland Pierce, her wandering | 
husband, the principal scenes being 
her studio dressing room and a 
boudoir in Beverly Hills. 

Carol is deeply enamoured of 
Roland and, believing that he is| 
cheating, decides to do a little stray- 
ing of her own, to the surprise of | 
her companion, Gloria Weston, star 
of the silents. 


| he is to write. 


ing this as the best way to end an 
unwanted liaison. Jean Harding, a 
catty friend of Lois, whose husband 
is also a writer and who is currently 


|playing around with the Coast’s 


number one concubine, advises the 


| young wife not to go too hard on 


her man. Upon the blow-up, East- 
more sees his lawyer, but when May 
exercises her wiles he changes -his 
mind. She switches her attention to 
a youne actor with a figure and 
Leonard snaps out of his namby- 
pamby manner and declares no one 
else shall dictate what type of stories 
Peace descends on 
the Strickland home when he gets 
an assignment to do the story for a 
new Zanuck find, called ‘Number 37.’ 
There is mention of other Hollywood 
names, but that does not add luster 


574. 








Willkie obtained his highest rating 
during the campaign through his | 
| Madison Square Garden speech, Nov. | 
'2. It was 30.6. The ratio between the 
latter figure and the 37.3 garnered 
by Roosevelt the same night was 
close to the ratio that prevailed for 
ithe two candidates on the national 
j}count of ballots three days later. 


| In the final week of the campaign 
| Willkie’s ratings otherwise were 
| Louisville, 16.5; Charleston, W. Va., | 
20.7, and Camden, N. J., 19. Joseph | 
C. Kennedy's Oct. 29 speech favoring | 
| Roosevelt's reelection got a rating of 
119.2, and Dorothy Thompson’s pro- 














| Philadelphia Story’ two weeks prior to opening of the Katharine Hepburn 
| show, Nov. 25, at the Pabst. 


Custom is to place tickets on sale one week 
in advance. 

‘Story’ has a top of $3.30, but the lower floor is split, rear half being 
$2.75. Latter price is the top for ‘Dinner’. Current at the Davidson is 
‘Tobacco Road’ on ‘a farewell tour’ at $1.65 top. 





What is announced as a preview of ‘Legal Grounds’ is carded to be 
given at the Elliott, N. Y., Nov. 24, as a benefit for George Blumenthal, 
veteran showman, Performance is to be given by a group known as the 
American Apprentice Theatre. Play was written by Robert A. Bachman, 
said to have authored several plays tried on the Coast. 

Blumenthal, who was injured in an auto accident last year, is now re- 


siding at Money, N. Y. Benefit is dated for the same time that legit shows 
will start Sunday performances. 





‘Beverly Hills,’ the Lynn Starling-Howard J. Green play about Holly- 


. . ro “ | . 
fee station Su edenae be ant ao to the play. | : Roosevelt talk the following day | wood, which opened on Broadway Thursday (7), led the N. Y. Times’ 
of Carol’s experiment, seduction ac- | PB sod yo ny pore de ‘came to 11.7. | Brooks Atkinson to remark in his review: ‘A nice idea sometime would 
companied by a minor champagne| fencd hast at the el oe Helen Roosevelt a. prow, Oi ee a | be for some one to write a tender play about kind people.’ 
inge, but whether she actually en-| Cjaire js excellently cast as Lois, as |C@™paign talk (Oct. 10, ) was;| There have, of course, been any number of such plays, some of them 
tered into an affair is not clear. | is Ilka Chase, who plays the barbed- |24.6. His  Charlottsville address | very successful, too. ‘Life With Father,’ despite Father's discipline, is 


Change is made in the studio cast, | 
Roland being engaged to play oppo- 
site Carol for the first time. He has 
become suspicious and she emotion- 
ally pleads that their marriage not) 
be shattered. That sentimental touch 


tongued Jean. ‘Hills’ is essentially 
heavy on the feminine side, male 
side being secondary. Doro Me- 
rande, nursemaid for the kids, is 
amusing as a complainer who is 
always going to quit. Enid Markey 


|(June 10, 1940) registered a record | 
| (45.5) in the way of non-commercial 
| broadcasts. 





certainly a ‘tender play about kind people’. 


And even more s0, perhaps, 
was ‘You Can’t Take It With You’. ’ 4 


lan, Miss Henie, Jack Dunn, William 








|bara Robbins, Joe Cook, Jr., James 


is supposed to be the finale of the ins oy wae” : ° Klein and himself on March 24, 1936,|Rennie, Tom Powers and Bett 
a author of which protests’! aaa 8s & gossiping mani- Seanlan-Henie | at his apartment. The witness was Bronson. Each received $480 , 
hat he didn’t write the lines as ut- ‘ 


tered, but the director assures him 
it’s the best stuff he ever delivered. | 


Play brings back some former | . oo ; 5 alleping he drew 

Broddway eashies, non iy Fred quiet as Leonard, but the authors | Coast studio publicity, on the stand | he apparently was to give was not ee coe, he ae “ _ 

Niblo, who along with Lasky and y avid be to blame. William J. Keily | for the defendant. Moskowitz testi- allowed. Lincoln A. Werden, sports ta ——a wd pore’ t - ; 4 

Duffy were figured permanent Ther well enough as May's husband. | fed that he had never spoken to | writer of the N. Y. Times, also was other action — said tO be pend- 

Hollywoodians. Niblo enacts the Filinino Se ae eee Scanlan or seen him, while Brand | called by the plaintiff, but was un- |/"8 by another claimant, \ 
° - 1) alc z s re. - ~4 " P , ae | 

film director in wr play, a part that moey have little to do eee ©- | who flew in for 10 minutes of testi- | able to aid the case as he declared | 

he has been handling in the studios ’ , mony Thurs. (7) told of having|he was unable to remember what 


for many years. It isn’t a big part 
and the only reason he took it ap- 
pears to be a yen to trod the boards 
again. 


Robert Shayne, as a busy authors’ 
agent, is perhaps the best of the 
men. Clinton Sundberg appears too 





Ballet Review 











Continued from page 3 
20th-Fox, and Harry Brand, head of 








spoken to Scanlan in September, 
| 1937, when the plaintiff came to his 
office in California. 


vague as to whether film discussions | 


were carried on at that time or at a 
later date, so much of the testimony 


Fred Foley, who hails from Den- 
ver, is suing Helen G. Bonfils and 





had transpired in the mass inter- 
views he held with the skater. 
Scanlan then took the stand on his | 


Refute Hearst 


Continued from page — 








Jane Wyatt, as Carol, is the show’s | At that time Scanlan wanted!own account once again, and on ’ —- 
lead. She is as attractive as ever. | Brand to aid him in securing pub-| Thursday (8) both sides resteq | TectF of the American Humane 580- 
Miss Wyatt started on Broadway, | ORIGINAL BALLET RUSSE | making their closing arguments to ciawy. 


but has been mostly occupied on the | 












First of three plays with Holly- 
wood as the background, two of 
which came in last week and the 
other is due this week, is not nearly ' 


Smith. .cccccecccess Lea Penman | 


And the ensemble is no less effect- 
jive. Only inferior aspect of this 
'company may be the physical pro- 
duction—the settings lacking vivid- 
(Continued on page 60) 


licity for Miss Henie on an ice skat- 
ling tour he was making with her. 


William P. Phillips, an investment 
banker and a director of 20th-Fox 
and of United Artists Theatre Cir- 
cuit, took the stand for the defense 
‘and told of a meeting with Scan- 


the jury on Friday (9) after which | Substantiating their claims, hoss 





. =f *. - After extende g ; 

y —. ange By nyt - gl he England and a sao: ganar yy An Brand told the court he asked the Justice Steuer charged the jury. opry makers point out that in Re- 
ture type but with stock experience. tralia-New_ Zealand, Col. W. de/| plaintiff if he had a contract with | public’s last eight westerns not a 
Gordon Jones is okay as Mike. He Basil's Original Ballet Russe last! the actress, and Scanlan denied he single horse stumbled. Harry Sher- 
is a former foothaller who has been! WeeX opened its first New York ap-|had one Brand suggested that T 7 man, producer of the Hopalong Cas- 
- — rg and pictures. Bruce — =, es Ba bg Scanlan get in touch with the Or- ouring Group sidy series for Paramount, declared 

aciariane is 2 aSsisté lirector Ompany anc ne allet usse : ; Late ment P os 1. ; ; er ‘ , indir 
his srinsioal job seed poe Monte Carlo were tormeriy o siegie — orien, Bis Hente'’s agents and Continued from page 57 | that there hasn 5 cs i Pegg aid 
the audience. Herman Lieb has a ganization, but they split several offered to arrange a meeting : to an animal] in 33 pictures he Na: 
bit part, playing an extra’ from an Seasons ago. Leading dancers are | Also on the stand was Col. John Bound. Latter show was too slug- | turned out. He termed cruel treat- 
aisle seat down front. now divided between the two/|R. Kilpatrick, president of Madison | ish in bookings. A second show, | ment bad showmanshi, and has long 
Studio scenes require too many’! troupes, both of which are booked | Square Garden, who told of the pub- listed as a revue, is also skedded for | crusaded against it. 
people to make operation practical by Sol Hurok licity the Garden secured the ac- | presentation, but the other two have | Tripping horses into a fall b} 
and, except for atmosphere, most of , Possibly because the Ballet Russe | tress-skater, to offset the claims of | been called off. | what is known as the ‘Runnin: 
such characters are wasted. Ibee. a gee ‘Carlo just ended a three- | the plaintiff on the publicity he| When the new setup cut the sched- | W’method is no longer used. Trained 
we: ~/ oie Prove Se eae, Sones — claimed he secured for her. Arthur |ule in half, stands which had been | equines, now employed as doubles, ; 
BEVERLY HILLS | appearance of the Original Ballet Wirtz, co-partner with Miss Henie | booked were queried whether two! can take realistic falls without in- 
Sica i: Staak aah he _| Russe at the 5lst Street theatre, |in ‘It Happened on Ice,’ told the shows this season would be accept- | jury. 
Futon Ny Nov tO. ie Louvers Whatever the reason, attendance at | court of Scanlan’s statement to him |able. Result was that one-third of | Hearst charged that the State of 
Schwab and Otto L. Preminger; staged the Wednesday (6) premiere was !in 1936 in which the plaintiff dis- | the guaranteed dates were reported | California was lax in enforcing laws 
es Decane i. <ieen Viele Mens, er ae greeted the other | paired of getting her into films, and to have been lost. ‘Seven’ therefore | against cruelty and that the Society 
Helen Claire featured; setting by Donald | o¢ endend (~y + gue tt tlh gcse 4 declared he was giving up the idea. | will play some guarantees, filling in | for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Lois. Strickland. . bein reer eeye Helen Claire | there were numerous empty sente of Mariano Lucco, reporter, and wace | with percentage dates supplied by | ‘could possibly accomplish more it © 
S “Aoceip—echeeeeeny ...Enid Markey | last week’s opening. Business since | Petry. of the American Olympics the United Booking Office. Its open- | thought more of performing its 
eg EES canues rei ony ners | is also reported to have been under | Committee at Buffalo, told of hav- Gute % Mov. 55 in Louloville, | duties than it does about private 
=) pie W Fd ep nl ahaa “Frank Chew | Capacity, though profitable. |ing arranged for her appearance at! A number of players had been en- | subscriptions.’ 
Miss White......» see+++Doro Meranile | Regardless of attendance, the pres- | Buffalo through Scanlan in 1936, | gaged, being guaranteed 12 weeks, | Efforts of private societies to pre- 
sg Be Sapa aceeseal cance aie, tienes pe dba: J is no stepchild of the and of Scanlan’s backing out on the Abandonment of the  schedules| vent maltreatment, Hearst wrote, 
May Flowers. . seb eetees ~< Violet Heming F paced oe pina 3 Bw ore deal and declaring to Luco that he | meant that they had to be paid off | ‘are largely frustrated, and violation 
S, Meeeead Bastmers. -». William 5. Kells oad pareiashie ot, icon tn the other | “2S _7° longer interested in man- for that number of weeks. Not a/ of the law made easy and ohare 
Tod Farlow. :..sceseeeeees ‘William Taiman | outfit. Its ballets have a different | 28in& the defendant and that he did large amount was involved, however, | ably cornmercially _ profitable by 
Policeman i hee Te +++-Fred De Cordova | flavor, but are just as showmanly, | "ot care what she did. |because all were contracted for at| some studios, who hire the Hu- 


mane Society's officers ostensibly to 
supervise the shooting of pictures 
but actually to provide protectio! 
for the studios engaged in the in 
: fraction.’ 


jthe minimum wage of $40 plus a per- 
centage. Those who were paid off | 
without being called for rehearsal | 
included Blanche Sweet, Donald 
MacDonald, Raymond Hackett, Bar- 
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Saroyan's ‘Life,’ $14,000, Best in Chi; 
Father’ Good $12,500, People, 116 





Chicago, Nov. 12. 

Trade was crimped — on elec- 

ion and post-election nights. 
*Sfarris relighted for the second 
time this season, getting away on 
Sunday (10) with Gladys George in 
‘Lady in Waiting.’ 

Of the newcomers to town the best 
item at the wicket is ‘Time of Your 
Life” which is doing excellent, 
though not capacity, business. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(36th week) (1,200; $2.75). Was hurt 
along with all other shows last week, 
put held to $12,500, still excellent for 

is time and run. 

“a Animal,’ Selwyn (9th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Has been getting swell 
support from the papers on exploita- 
tion and publicity, but found it tough 
to buck the down-trend last week 
and wound up under $8,500. 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (6th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Favorable 
word-of-mouth throughout the town 
is holding this one up considerably. 
Took $11,000 last week. This show 
plays Sunday nights also. 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Erlanger (2d 
week) (1,300; $2.75). Public curiosity 


and approval got this second show on | 
the American Theatre Society sub- | 


scription season bang-up $14,000 


again last week. 


Night’ Gives $12,681 
To Canada’s War Fund 
Via Salaries, Profits 


Toronto, Nov. 12. 

In a five-night, three-matinee per- 
formance of ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ the Lunts grossed a smash 
$23,893 at the Royal Alexandria here, 
scaled at three dollars top. Road 
tour opened for a one-nighter at the 
Capitol, Ottawa. where the 2,523- 
seater grossed $5,711 at the same 
scale. On combined grosses, a check 
for $12,681 was turned over to Can- 
ada’s Spitfire-Hurricane Fund. Check 
for this amount was presented to the 
Hon. C. D. Howe, Federal Minister of 
Transport. 

Sum included the Lunts’ salary, 
Robert Sherwood’s royalties, Thea- 
tre Guild’s profits, share of profits of 
the Playwrights’ Co., profits of John 
C. Wilson, who has a share in the 
show. Al Greenstone also turned 
over his week’s profit of $432 from 
the sale of souvenir programs. 

In the past fortnight, legit top- 
rankers have donated $22,781 to 
Canada’s war effort. ‘Philadelphia 
-Story’ contributed $10,100 toward the 
same cause. This represented Kath- 
arine Hepburn’s salary and her share 
of the profits, author Philip Barry’s 
royalties, Theatre Guild share, and 
Robert Sinclair’s directorial fee. 

It is also recalled that Sherwood, 





who served in the Canadian Black | 


Watch regiment in the first World 
War, turned over to the Canadian 
Red Cross his royalties from ‘Lin- 
coln” which amounted to $2,300 for 
the Toronto engagement. Playwright 
also donated his royalties to Finland 
for the New York run of “There Shall 
Be No Night.’ Profits of Ruth Dra- 
per’s trans-Canadian tour, which ex- 
ceeded $17,000, was awarded to the 
Canadian Red Cross. 


‘Glamour’ Divides Wash. 








| Dinner’ 176 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Nov. 12. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ wound 
up the last of a two-week stand at 
the American theatre Saturday (9) 
with an approximate take of $17,000, 
to bring the gross for the engage- 
ment to $33,000, swell, Mary Wickes, 
localite and grad of the St. Louis 
Little Theatre, who played the role» 
of the nurse, grabbed off plenty of 
cuffo space in the local dailies, and 
this, added to the raves dished out, 
helped the cause. 

House dark currently, but relights 
Monday (18) with Ruth Chatterton 
in ‘Pygmalion.’ 


‘ELMER’ OKAY 











’ Boston, Nov. 12. 
The election severely dented the 
legit trade here for first three days 
of last week, then it perked up 
steadily for the remainder of the 


week. ‘Life With Father’ continued 
to romp away from the field, with 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ taking second 
money. - 

Interest in Joe E. Brown’s presence 
in ‘Elmer the Great’ is on the rise. 
Advance sale coming in for the sec- 
ond week indicates a third frame 
would be a safe gamble. ‘Sim Sala 
Bim’ opened here Monday (11) night. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Repertory (6th 
wk) (965; $2.75). Already had a good 
start on the week through advance 
| sale, so less affected by election than 
| other shows in town. Garnered nearly 
| $15,000 for sixth stanza. 





| ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Wilbur (1st | 
Well-received by | 
is healthy. | 


wk) (1,227; $2.75). 
the press and business 
Took okay $12,500 for initial week. 
i\In for two more. 

| ‘Elmer the Great,’ Plymouth 
|wk) (1,480; $2.75). 
|suburbanite trade. 


The star, not the 


play, got a nice hand in the reviews, | 


jand the informal chats with the 


ling up fine word-of-mouth comment. 
| First week okay $8,500. 

| ‘Night of Love,’ Shubert (2nd wk) 
| (1,590; $3.30). Never had a chance 
during the two-week tryout, 
|frame around $5,000. 

‘Here Teday,’ Copley (2nd wk) 
| (1,038; $2.20). Public catching on to 
this Ruth Gordon starrer, 
| built up to encouraging $4,000 for 
| second stanza. 





‘FOXES,’ 126, SAN CARLO, 


$9,000, BIG IN MILW’KEE 


Milwaukee, Nov. 12. 
With 15,000 schoolma’ams in town 
| for their annual state convention and 
ishopping spree, all Davidson theatre 
| records for a three-day engagement 





°° y smashed by Tallulah Bankhead 
Critics, Gets $10,000 in me Little foxes, with = a 
: | 





Washington, Nov. 12. 

Four local critics hit as perfect a 
deadlock as was possible over ‘Glam- 
our Preferred,’ new Brock Pember- 
ton comedy, which arrived last week 
after one tryout performance in 
Princeton. Two a.m. reviewers hailed 
it as another sure riot, and two p.m. 
columns tore it to shreds as almost 
hopeless. The paying guests made 
up their own minds to tune of ap- 
proximately $10,000. 

Current at National, Cap’s only le- 
giter, is another new one, the Shu- 
bert’s ‘Night of Love.’ Next week 
it's Ethel Barrymore in ‘The Corn 
Is Green,’ followed by ‘DuBarry Was 
a Lady’ (25) and John Shubert’s new 
venture, ‘Off the Record’ (2). 





Maria Veronica, Singer, 


mated gross in excess of $12,000 in 
|the 1,500-seat house at $2.75 top. 
|Originally set for three nights and 
la Saturday matinee starting Thurs- 
|'day (7), the advance sale was 50 
heavy that an extra matinee was put 
in for Friday and did practically 
capacity. At the opening perform- 
ance, the orchestra was taken out of 
the pit to put in 50 extra chairs to 
accommodate part of the overflow 
crowd. 

Visiting teachers also helped swell 
the gross for the San Carlo Opera 
Co., which came into the 1,600-seat 
Pabst Thursday (7) for four nights 
and a Saturday matinee at $1.50 top. 
Opera troupe, which has been an 
‘almost annual visitor here for many 
| years, grossed approximately $9,000. 
| ‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Barton, 


Sues E. L. Golterman opened its fifth engagement at the 


St. Louis, Nov. 12. 
Mrs, Maria Veronica Golterman, 
26, former singer in the Municipal 
Theatre Opera chorus, last week 
flied suit in the local Circuit Court 
to divorce Edward L. Golterman, 28, 


who was associated with his father, 


Guy Golterman, in grand opera pro- 
motions here for many years. Mrs. 
Golterman alleges general indigni- 


ties and aisles for the custody of 
their son, Edward L., Jr., 18 months 


old. 


une couple were married Dec. 20, 
1935, and separated two weeks ago. 


Davidson Sunday night (10) for the 
full week, to be followed by ‘The 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ with Clif- 


'ton Webb. 
| 


| 





‘Pins’ 6G in Montreal 


| Montreal, Nov. 12. 
| Labor Stage revue, ‘Pins and 
| Needles,’ at $2 top at His Majesty’s, 
collected satisfactory estimated $6,000 
last week. 

Current is ‘Hellzapoppin,’ at $3 
top, featuring Billie House and Eddie 
Garr. 


IN HUB, $8,500 


(1st | 
Drawing hefty | 


audience by Joe E. Brown are build- | 


Final 


which | 


Current Read Shows 


(Week of Nov. 11) 


— 








‘A Night of Leve’ — National, 
Washington. 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 


Bushnell auditorium, Hartford, Conn. 
(11-12); Westchester Community 
Center, White Plains, N. Y. (13); 


Academy of Music, Philadelphia 
(14-16), 

‘Conquest in April’ (Henry Hull) 
—Locust, Philadelphia. 


‘Corn Is Green’ (Ethel Barrymore) 
—Ford’s, Baltimore (14-16). 

Cornelia Otis Skinner—Metropoli- 
tan, Seattle (14). 


‘Elmer the Great’ (Joe E. Brown) 
—Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Every Man fer Himself’ 
Tracy )—Geary, San Francisco. 

‘Folies Bergere’—El Capitan, Hol- 
ly wood, 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — 
Montreal. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son)—Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Civie Repertory, Boston. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head)—Parkway, Madison, Wis. 
(11); Chateau, Rochester, Minn. (12); 
Auditorium, St. Paul (13); Lyceum, 
Minneapolis (14-16). 
| ‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— 
| Selwyn, Chicago. 
| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
,ton Webb)—Coliseum, Evansville, 
| Ind. (11); English, Indianapolis (12- 

16). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
| lor Holmes)—Brin, Menasha, Wis. 

(11); Orpheum, Green Bay, Wis. 

(12); Fox, Stevens Pt., Wis. (13); 
| Grand, Wasau, Wis. (14); State, Eau 
| Claire, Wis. (15); Broadway, Albert 
Lea, Minn, (16). 
| ‘Meet the People’—Grand Opera 
| House, Chicago. 
| ‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn)—Capitol, Wheeling, W. 
| Va. (11); Park, Youngstown, O. (12); 
Colonial, Akron (13); Taft, Cincin- 
nati (14-16). 

‘Pins and Needles’—Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto. 


(Lee 


His Majesty’s 








| ‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 
Cass, Detroit. 
‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 


Temple, Birmingham (11); 
auditorium, Nashville (12); Audito- 
rium, Louisville (13); Victory, Day- 


ton (14); Embassy, Johnstown, Pa. 
(15); Playhouse, Wilmington, Del. 
(16). 


‘Thank You, Columbus’ — Play- 
house, Hollywood (15-16). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Al- 
fred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Nixon, 
Pittsburgh. 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing)—Erlanger, Chicago. 
| ‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
| Davidson, Milwaukee. 
‘Tonight At 8:30’—Curran, 
| Francisco. 


San 


‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 
Maurice Evans)—Forrest, Philadel- 
| phia. 
| ‘Zero Hour’—Music Box, Holly- 
| wood. 


“FOLIES’ CLICKS OFF 
$16,000 IN HOLLYW’D 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Clifford Fischer’s ‘Folies Bergere’ 
‘continues to hit an excellent pace at 
El Capitan theatre. Revue had 
things pretty much to itself 
week, only opening being ‘Zero Hour’ 
at the Music Box (8), and there 


Although three legitimate houses 


| 
| 
| 


| 


last | 


being several minor oppositions scat- | 


tered about town. Hollywood Play- 
house relights (15) with ‘Thank You, 
Columbus.’ 

‘Bergere,’ on third week, piled up 
estimated satisfactory $16,000 


‘Hellz’ Jr. Rings Up OK 
$11,000 in New Haven 


New Haven, Nov. 12 





Following its Hartford break-in, 
road company of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
|featuring Billy House and Eddie 


| Garr, hit town behind a hefty pub- 
licity campaign and garnered some 
real money. No turnaways but 
there was comfortable capacity on 
four performances that brought an 
approximate $11,000. Show drew 
/reviewers’ boosts, also good word- 
| of-mouth. 
Shubert is dark this 
| throws the switch in again Nov. 21- 
|23 for preem of the Phil Baker re- 
| vue, ‘All in Fun.’ 
an airing here is the Max Baer mu- 
} sical “Hi-Ya Gentlemen.’ 





week, but | 


Bway Picks Up After Election 
Hit All Shows But ‘Hattie’ $32,000: 
Hats, 256, ‘Boys,’ 244, Both Off 





‘Pyg’ 75G in Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 12. 

Only immediate booking on local 
legit calendar is pre-Broadway trial 
of ‘The Corn Is Green,’ by Emlyn 
Williams, slated for three-day break- 
in beginning Thursday 
Ford’s. English success is being 
presented by Herman Shumlin, with 





| 


(14) at! 


— 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
| (Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

| “Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (6th week) (R-1,412; $4.40). 
| First half last week affected by elec- 
| tion, nearly entire list sagging; strong 
comeback Saturday; estimated gross 
$24,000; under normal. 


‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton (1st week) 
(C-978; $3.30). Opened last Thurs- 





| in last night (Monday) at the Locust. 
Ryman | 








Ethel Barrymore in the starring | day (7); Hollywood play drew weak 
role. press, but has number of parties 
Last week Ruth Chatterton, in booked this week and next. 
an estimated fairish $7,300 to the | (3d week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Colored 
1,900-seat Ford’s. | musical slightly better, with manage- 
|ment confident it will make the 
grade; quoted around $16,000, which 
r4 9 

17TH NI HT B ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Royale 
| (49th week) (M-1,407; $4.40). Leaves 
for road after another week; as ex- 
pected, when moved and musical 
competition became stronger, at- 

R A tendance dropped; $16,000 claimed. 
peers (3d week) (C-1,004; $3.30). 
pany A with field after weak first 
s ; : | naif; takings around the $10,000 level 

Philadelphia, Nov. 12. |should improve for moderate click. 

; ‘Glamo ’ x . 
sparsely booked season has clicked $330). > ent ar Sock Po 
on all cylinders. The Theatre Guild- |berton; written by Colin Clements 
Gilbert Miller production of ‘Twelfth and Florence Ryerson; first calied 
rice Evans, jammed through to a| ‘Heliza in’ P 
walloping $23,000 first week at the | (112th aunt (Rel ent; $3.30) Lene 
Forrest and what made that figure | ctayers were more ‘affected I>st week 
all the more remarkable was that . . 
show played on ATS subscription. | ¢94 99 hi 
Played on a straight $2.50 top basis, | "Hold ‘Om to wou Peay profit. 
it's figured the revival would have | (9th week) (M-1.405: $4.40). Few 
hit at least $31,000. One unusual | shows escaped dip early last week 


‘Pygmalion,’ scaled at $2.22 top, drew | ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck 
better even break. 
‘George Washingion Slept Here,’ 
Another Philly legit entrant in a | 
Night’ with Helen Hayes and Mau- | ‘Morality Clause’; opens Friday (15). 
\than the new hits; claimed around 
feature of biz was that Monday night | ang 


Va no exception here; turned in 
opening, traditionally weak here |yery good gross, however; rated 


even for big names, was in this case around $25,000. 


a near sell-out and on Election Eve, ‘It Happens On Ice,’ Center (5th 
too. week) (R-3,087; $2.75). Ice revue 

Dante’s ‘Sim Sala Bim’ got profit- | heavy upstairs for most perform- 
able $7,500 in single week at the Lo- ances; getting consistently good 


cust, scaled at $1.50 top. Magic show | 8ToSsses on week, though could draw 
got off to a bad start, but going fine uch more; $35,000 said to be profit- 
at the end of the week. This week’s able both ways. 
opener was ‘Conquest in April,’ try- Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (8th 
out with Henry Hull, which bowed week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Spending 
plenty to plug drama that is still in 
doubtful division; dipped like most 
— estimated around $4,000. 
Twelfth Night’ Forrest (1st week) | Life With Father,” Empire (53d 
(1,800; $2.85). Helen Hayes-Maurice Prong ar $3.30). Litile doubt 
Evans offering garnered very fine bod sugn show will span another 
$23,000, all the more remarkable in- | <y-rted- pr eere since fall period 
|asmuch as show was playing ATS | gi, 000° Bare age | game dip under 
subscription. Will beat that figure | pacity on porns Pm ut approached ca- 
this week and that will mean solid | *“. ~~ ; 


; ; | ‘Louisi ’ j 
SRO. ‘Night of Love’ opens Nov. 18 (24th week) (M1 480 84.400 ee 


for two stanzas. tinues to top Broadway; few shows 

‘Sim Sala Bim’ Locust (one week | approximated capacity eaten after- 
only) (1,500; $1.50). Dante, the ma- | noon: no exception here, but topped 
gician, in for single session, started | $35 900 by virtue of extra matinee 
slowly but picked up steadily and| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner, Music 
was capacity at getaway; $7,500 was | Box (56th week) (C-1,102: $3.30). 
| good for scale and considering slow | Fased off to around $12,000; run 
| pre-election start. icomedy is now aimed past first of 
the year; though gross dipped, okay 
profit earned. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (2d week) 
(M-1,347; $4.40), New sock mysical 
claimed to be only exception last 
week, with standees in at all shows; 
|\topped $32,000. 
| ‘Quiet, Please,’ Guild (st week) 
(C-956; $3.30). Second Hollywood 
play that arrived last week, Friday 
; (8) drew more adverse press than 
are in operation in Detroit for the |‘Beverly Hills’: business chances bet- 
first time in a blue moon, nobody |ter indicated this week. 


In for two weeks at $2 top. 
Estimates for Last week 











‘LAWYER’ BUILDS UP 
TO $6,500 IN DETRO 


Detroit. Nov. 12. 


was bragging about last week’s busi-|,, Return. Engagement,’ Golden. 
. eeink é; eee Taken off last Thursday (7); no 

ness. Election interest here in & | pusiness: one week. . 

state where candidates ran neck and| ‘Separate Roms,’ Plymouth (33d 


neck may have heen some of the | week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Extra mati- 
gouge, but probably not the whole |nees didn’t help much last week, but 
reason fcr the low grosses, kept some grosses up comparatively: 
For one thing, it looked as if ‘Blos- | Off here, but over $7,000, which is 
som Time’ would end the Messrs. | Plenty for this one. 
Shubert venture at the Wilson, but; ‘5¥zanna and Elders,’ Morosco (2d 
the introduction of a local find gave , Week) (C-939; $3.30). Play guaran- 
it a fillup at the end and it is going ‘tee!ng theatre; under that basis, last 


two weeks. Gladys George in week's takings around $4,000 not 
‘Lady in Waiting’ got only a coo] enough, but may improve. 

'reception at the Cass and was fol- ‘Tobacco Road, Forrest (288th 
lowed vesterday (11) by Ruth Chat- Week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Playing to 
iterton in ‘Pygmalion.’ ‘See My Law- enough to better even break and will 


Wee & Leventhal’s pop-priced COMtnue at least into 


yer,’ December, 

|offering at the Lafayette, is building. | ™ hen another birthday will be 
Estimates for Last Week marked; $4,500. 

| Beg aap REVIVALS 


| ‘Lady in Waiting, (Cass) (1,400; 
' $2.50). Never developed any strength (C-1,064: $2.20). Has been struggling 
during the eight shows and wound but evidently costs little to operate: 
|}up around $9,700. ; rated around $3,000 last week. 
‘Blossom Time’ (Wilson) (1,900: *‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (4th week) 
| $2.20). Price on this for the second (C-1,064; $3.30). So far has regis- 
| week dropped to $1 top. A Detroit tered operating profit and may ex- 
| youngster took over Mimi role and tend through autumn; rated around 
| boosted it to fairish $9,200 last week. $7,500. 

| ‘See My Lawyer’ (Lafayette) (1,- ‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse 
| 900; $1.10). Having shown only n.g.' week) (CD-865; $3.30). 
$2,500 in its first six performances, end of month, then going on tour; 
|this showed some improvement in |has done well for revival, though off 
first full week, getting up to $6,500 | last week like field; $9,000 indicated; 
for 10 performances. i ‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’ next attrac- 
tion, 


‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor (4th week) 


(10th 
Will close at 





direct 
| ‘My Sister Eileen’ for Max Gordon, 
'then will go to the Coast to produce 





| George S. Kaufman will 
Lawrence Tibbett, 
Who Came to 


‘Man 
audtioned 


Jr. in 
Dinner,’ 


Also pencilled for | the film version of ‘Man Who Came | yesterday (Tuesday) for Moss Hart's 


| to Dinner’ with co-author Moss Hart, “Lady in the Dark.’ He’s also tak- 
ifor Warners. , ing tap dancing lessons, 


eer see a see 
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Plays Out of Town 


Every Man For Himself 


Santa Barbara, Cal., Nov. 8. 


Farce comedy in three acts (one scene) 
by Milton Lazarus, starring lee Tracy. 
l’resented Arthur Hlutchinsen and Arthur 
Rinle Stuged by Arthur Ripley at the 
lobero tl Santa Barbara, Nov. 8-%, 
1940 
Al vkvee eeeeseeseoas ~-e.-Murray Alper 
MUSEU BU vcs ccccscesévsbows -.-L.ee Tracy 
Sneeden.. David Hoffman 
SLUICE. 660 o0b% Se ceceeves ...Way Tinaker 
Mh ob «060 0d086060600660008 Chariie Williams 
MGT . 606.0606 6400008606060 0% Seryl Vaughan 
Seer erie eee John Gallaudet 
| fC  PPPTTETETIETITL eT TT Susan box 
Dive. FRWURRCY - ccccccccccosces . Jeanne Seel | 
MIRDccccnccecwss -..George Roberts 
er ers eres Geneva Ieenan 
ROECOMRO 6 cvcvvccocccvecr .Waltlly Maher 
CROMER s 06 +0006 cd se cevees Charles A, lluches 
Humphrey Harrison.....«.: Grant Richards 
ME MODs hs eedaceeseecteses Richard Bartell 
De BO. cg ac eenceeeeseGe-s Nenette Valion | 
P62 s ontnwenedeue 60a Kes Billy Curtis 
SPRIOOT cc cceene cccevcveceesee Wesley Hivens 
Pere re ee eT Iidgar Murray | 
We TROND. « 06.060 68sensd es Martin Myers 


| 


Smart rollicking farce comedy per- | 
fectly patterned for Broadway is this | 
Lee Tracy starrer conceived by Mil- 
ton Lazarus. Tracy can come back 
to Broadway and stick around for a 
long time with this one, but it will 
never be adaptable to cinematic; 
styling. 

It’s plenty of buffoonery, all at the 
expense of Hollywood, and the folks 
of the cinema world, who are nat- | 
urally vain, may construe some of | 
the dialog and situations as just a bit | 
too much tipoff to be to their liking | 
and declare it to be just a bit below 
the belt. | 


In his pot pourri of incidents that | 
weave his story skein, Lazarus has’! 
deftly culled surefire comedy that is} 
going to tickle the palate of ticket- 
buyers. The story has Tracy as its} 
central character playing the part of | 
‘Wally Britt,’ a hewk writer who has | 
come to the end of his string after | 
five years of churning out formula | 
scripts, starting out one night for a 
bottle of milk and coming home four 
days later with a gal and a blank | 
mind as to what had taken place | 
during that time. With the story 
premise planted, somewhat slow, in 
the early part of the act, things be- 
gin to havpen as Tracy’s stooge, 
played by Murray Alper, starts inter- 
rogating. Britt finds out that he had 
done things in the Brown Derby: he 
had invited a sound-effect man and | 
his wife, who have no coin or home. 
to move in with him. That he had | 
sold a story for $10.000 when he| 
planned returning to New York des- 

| 
} 


titute. The finance man came to 
grab his car: the landlady was bring- | 
ing in prospective tenants. His over- | 
coat was stolen. and a studio head | 
wants immediate delivery of the| 
story that Britt had told the night 
before during his cups to the studio’s 
heavy star. 


Things get more and more compli- 
cated during the next two acts. Just 
when everything is straightened out 
and the curtain is about to descend, 
& naval police officer pops in to an- 
nounce to Britt that he has been 
6.w.0.1, from the navy yard for four 
days, having enlisted during his 
spree. 

The opus was pretty well timed for 
its first performance and, after its 


























| Balance of cast okay for the tryout 


| cake—has all the ingredients, looks | 


| to recommend it, but in the present 


| form 


defaulted in entertainment value to 


theories. Underlying theme is that 
;right by. 

Well along in the third act is posed 
tend being turned out by Hutchinson, the question: shall we blind our- 
| co-producer. selves to democracy and allow’ our 
| Cast, outside of Tracy, not in big 
eoin category either, though it’s large 


and assembly, be usurped by power- 
in numbers. ful forces unsympathetic to the guar- 

Tracy tops anything he’s done since | antees ofa free people? That’s the 
/coming from Broadway to the Coast. |*Zero Hour, when we must choose 
Plays the part with ease and suavity |Our course, declaim the playwrights. 


‘and. though kept on the move with|The public’s choice will be macs 
‘rushing situations and _ incidents, | alter the drift of the play eet 
stands out in fine style. Maher, a/around. Better, they should as 


former fang chief, does magnificent- | themselves do I want to be enter- 
‘ly with his lines, as does Charles A. | tained or harangued’ 

Hughes in a trigger-man role. Susan, ‘Zero Hour’ is strong stuff, the kind 
Fox fits the part of the naive glamour |that comes from soap boxes in pub- 
gal and, though not screen timber, is |lic places. It’s brimful_of so-called 
ia cinch to impress Broadway. Char-|social significances. Billed as a 
‘lie Williams, Beryl Williams and/drama of the American family, it 
|Murravy Alper are capable. Kay Lin-|strikes out for broader fields, en- 
acker exhibits a smart wardrobe, but |compassing a vast structure. Head- 
unusual character delineation.|man of the family is a college prof, 
Richard Gaines, whose sympathies 
run to the underdog. When a walk- 
out is pulled in the town’s biggest 


| not 





period on Coast. with likelihood that 
the actor role played by Grant Rich- 
ards may fall into more experienced 
hands. Ung. 


' 


by a brother alumnus, up to his ears 
—— in the ‘good fight,’ to intercede. For 

The Lazarus comedy is evidently | his pains in trying to spring a few 
the same play he tried to sell on workers from tne brig, he gets tossed 
Broadway under the title of ‘Once | into the bastile himself, loses the re- 
Upon a Night.’ Story of an author spect of his son, and nearly gets 
who gets stewed and forgets the noosed by playful grads for his cru- 
story he promises a producer ap-|sading. But the prof, undaunted, 
pears to be based on the late Wil- carries the fight to the curtain’s drop. 
liam Anthony McGuire, who did that) Hollywood liberals gave the piece 
very thing when a Broadway writer. /q rousing sendoff on its break-in. 





a How it will fare beyond this limited | 
clientele is the Alliance’s zero hour. 
CONQUEST IN APRIL Piece is heavy-handed most of the 
te way, with only the standout per- | 
Wilmington, Del., Nov. 9. | formance of Gaines to relieve the 
Drama in three acts by eee isombre note. That the producing 
Directed by Erskin. Settings by aymon¢é sae - " " , A > 
Sovey. Presented by d'Andelot Produc- ores Sates Sune OSS be yy 
tions. At Playhouse, Wilmington, Del., than dramatic uplift is eviden ya 
Nov. 8-9, '40. light interlude wherein a couple of 
Cots Some See, ee Lloyd | coppers pass flippant remarks while 
Gough, Ernest Cossart, George Macready, hg VE + . ’ os 
Ralph Theadore, Robert Leonard, Hans |awaiting the next booking. — —_ | 
toberts, Seth Arnold, Richard Dwenger, |ther proof is its maiden theatrica 
Norman Stuart, Douglas Varkhurst. Wil- | venture, the surprising hit revue, 


liam Nichols, Tommy Lewis, Shelley Hull, 
Gee Gee James, Jane Donner, 


‘Meet the People.’ 
Gaines, remembered for 
A a F {Lincoln while Raymond Massey was 
‘Conquest in April,’ as unveiled at | picture-making, is convincing as the 
the opening, is like a bride's first prof and in his exposition of the 
; evils that are assertedly assailing our 
nice, but there’s room for improve- | rights as a free people. He dominates 


his Abe 


;ment. Chester Erskin’s drama of the |the play throughout and gives yeo- 


Nazi invasion in Norway has much | man aid to a draggy first act and 
implausible third. Ann Revere (who 
cameos like Wally Simpson) lends 
|competent support as the sympa- 


form does not command enough au- 
dience reaction to spell success. 
The ‘play's theme _ stresses 

when a man puts on a soldier’s uni- |the back pews little chance to pick 
his character undergoes a/yp what she has to say. A long 
chemical change, losing or suppress- | speech in the first act was virtually 
ing the human qualities evident in | Jost in her soliloquy. Charles Miller, 
peace time. Kathy Sang, Hollywood |g finished performer, is capital as the 
star accompanied by press agent and | despised tycoon. Eleanor Jean Law- 
maid, is halted at Tronj, Norway, by |son looks like a moppet comer. The 
the Nazi invasion while en route to | others are of professional calibre. 

nearby Hagar, her birthplace. Col.| The piece goes east if it shapes up 
Frederick von Ludwig, German jand draws enough payees. It’s not 
commander, turns out to be a for-/|likely to catch on like ‘Meet the 


mer Shakespearian stage star and | People’ and its chances of survival | 


Kathy’s girlhood idol. lare far 
Ludwig has become hardened by | preaches. 

Nazi ideology. Kathy, hoping again 

to find the man she idolized, dares | 

him to lay aside his uniform for a | Ass And The Shadow 

night, don evening clothes, and at- | ee 

tend a dinner party in his honor. | Cleveland, Nov. 7. 

He acepts and the dinner scene, with | | Satirical faniaty with oeovee and Jan 
« r Wi - |} eleve scenes, yy Jil oskovee an Jar 

Kathy, Ludwig, the press agent and | \rys", ohapted by K. Eimo Lowe and 


° Verich; adi ) 
a benevolent priest as guests, iS | Amy Douglas. Songs by Harold J. Rome. 
| Staged by Lowe and produced at Cleveland 


highlight of the play. I Bs 
The scheme works. Ludwig ‘re- | Play House, Nov. 6, 1940; $1.25 top. 


the theories it 
Helm, 


less than 


° . . j “ ta al? > “ | Neg poleor cheese ee ona Ferree? Voskovec 
coming week in San Francisco, will| turns to normal’ and he and Kathy | qn Gr Gaesar..... ss eee Jan Werich 
be a hoxoffice natural. It’s not an| are in the midst of re-enacting a | The God Dionysos Thomas R. Ireland 
expensive production, with scenic| Scene from “Taming of the Shrew’ | Hippolytix.........-.-:-.+++. ‘Snete Wales 

| when the festivities are interrupted | Dedia........-. Gertrude Waite 
| ° a . | Inthedocles...... ..-.Geore Roberts 
| by the execution of four refugees | (.,)):.,. Marjorie Gundersen 
amas > BIMONES<ccceoee larjor 1 } 
; — | whom Kathy had befriended. Faced | Anius Gaius...............William Phillips 
~ | again with reality, Ludwig realizes | Judge Fossilenes........frederic McConnell 
| that he is a murderer. Also the fact | AvSi8terstssrrvrsrrsnetss ts Frag Be ne 
that he must give the order to de- Pinapulos...... Gos Stanley Andergon 
| stroy Hagar, Kathy’s home town, | Skiron.................+00e: Robert Bowers 
| brings a new problem. He solves | Marketwoman.............. ee 
; , 5248 cof | Corporal..... o+eeee- Clarence Kavanaugh 
| the. dilemma by committing suicide | TRRIGOTMIOD< «cence ctcccscases Jiri Voskovec 
beside the refugee’s bodies. , Pepsidenticles........ssseeccees Jan Wertch 
The second act: is the highlight. If | Uncle Democrates.... -Richard Wheeler 
eng 
} the remainder of the play Can reach | Silver..--.sceeseeceeeeeeeeeeeees- Silver Beck 








Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 























EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 


ON TOUR 
IN 
“HELLZ-APPOPIN, JR.” 
e 
Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 




















SAMUEL FRENCH 


| that level ‘Conquest’ has a chance. . Sea Cras ; 
| The cast is uniformly excellent, |.. Americanized version of this new 
| Henry Hull has still to hit his stride | Voskovec-Werich play, first done at 
| as Ludwig, but he plays with feel- |their Hitler-shuttered Liberated 
ling. Mili Monti is lovely as the | Theatre in Prague, again demonstrates 
|flm star and brings a convincing that the two Czech refugees are bet- 
| sincerity to the role. Ernest Cossart |teT comedians of a novel sort than 
| scores a personal triumph as the playwrights. Neither the comedy nor 
| priest and Lloyd Gough impresses as | the authors, guest-starring in the 
'the cynical press agent. Lesser |Community Play House’s production, 
! roles are handled capably by George fit into any modern theatrical classi- 
| Macready, Seth Arnold, Geegee | fication. | 
| James, and Robert Leonard. In white-face make-up like circus 
| Raymond’ Sovey has provided | Clowns, actors are probably tae most 
three distinctive settings. Klepfer. |unique_ pantomimists on the stage 
| - : today. Their clowning seems refresh- 


oi lingly vivid and original as long as 
ZERO HOUR 


lthey are slapsticking a nutty piece 
Hollywood, Nov. 8. 


lof horseplay or a droll bit of busi- 
|ness like McIntyre and Heath used 
| PR vag A three ests ifve gounes) by |to do, or a breezy doggerel ditty, but 
| George Sklar an vert Malz; directed by | ir vehic is al : j re 
| Herbert Biberman; settings by  Krederick beg ee ees oe Raennecies 
| Stover; presented by Hollywood Theatre | ry Lew 
| Alliance at Music Box, Hollywood, Nov. 8,| It’s a hodge podge of burlesque, 
| 40; $1.65 top. |musical comedy and fantasy that is 


wenn: Pichare Gaines, Ann Revere, | heavy-handed in whacking the heads 
Villas Jae niet nul Newlan, Mack | of dictators, labor unions, capitalis 

Williams, James Anderson, Peter Brocco, | > ° ° 7 pitalism, 

| John Kellogg, Dick Curtis, Lynne Graham. |justice and whatnot. Some of the 

| Lyle Clement, Millard Vincent, Jay Doten, | scenes are lively and funny in wildly 

shenanigans, although hav- 


| Log Paulvera, Charles_ Barnes, Frank | farcics} 
| Richards, Earl Faullin, Earl Gunn, Ade-|s.. . ap: : 

laide Whytal, Clen Wilenchick, Ray Bailey, |ing nothing to do . with | the play. 
Alfred Hall, Charles Miller, ‘Mary Alden, | From a Broadway viewpoint, it gen- 
Patrick Kelly, Irving Mitchell. }erally lacks point and directness. 


errr an {Songs by Harold J. Rome, who did 
Three of Doc Baker’s boys (Yale |tunes for ‘Pins and Needles’ and 


| Workshop) have a field day in Hol-{‘Sing Out the News,’ are catchy and 
‘lywood Theatre Alliance’s n 


first drift | more professional, but 

} ; ; Ut | > Ss » but are nearl 
SINCE (830 j}to serious drama. With the script | buried by a lot of meaningless pod 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE ,of George Sklar and Albert Malz, | sense. 


Plays for Stage, Sereen and Radie 


25 West 45th Street, New York | 
Siti West 7th Street, Los Angeles 


| 
| 











and -a tendency to point up capital- | Tone of fantasy is established in 
istic abuses of our constitutional | first scene in which Jiri Voskovec 
rights, Herbert Biberman has di- | appears as a strutting Napoleon who 
rected with sch a stern hand that / cracks some neat ribs on dictators in 
it remains te be seen whether he has! repartee with the ghost of Julius 


soap-box for his (and the authors’) | 


the mill-run of us aren’t being done | 


civil liberties, rights of free thinking | 


factory, the pedagog is prevailed on} 


that |thetic wife, but gives the sitters in | 


Caesar. Jan Werich plays latter in a 
flapping white toga with the names 
lof his assassins red-inked on it. 
(After reading néwspaper reviews, 
'Werich capitalized the names of 
three critics who panned show over 
heart-wounds painted on his stage 
nightgown). 

After this skit about two of the 
world’s greatest tyrants, the best of 
the lot, an out-of-characiter commen- 
tator in a modern business steps out 
of a Greek chorus to shift the action 
to ancient Athens. Idea is to demon- 
strate how dictators spring to power 
in a democracy, but it’s a big, leg- 
pulling jump as far as continuity ls 
concerned, 

Here Napoleon becomes a donkey- 
driver while Caesar is turned into an 
itinerant dentist without a license. 
Tooth-yanker, on a hot day, starts an 
argument by refusing to pay an 
extra fee for privilege of resting in 
the donkey’s shadow. A labor agi- 


|tator and a banker then enter the 
jbattle which grows into a_ cause 
celebre, dividing entire village’s 


‘labor and capitalistic parties on the | 


| question of property rights. An ex- 
army corporal, who is ap opportun- 
ist, takes advantage of the mad con- 
fusion to seize the army. He regi- 
ments the villagers into a regime of 
goose-stepping, ‘Okey-Doke’ fascist- 
llike salutes and heavy taxes. By 


using the donkey as a symbol, the | 


bombastic dictator flim-flams them 
into a revolution that collapses when 
‘Uncle BDemocrates,’ a goateed char- 
acter faintly resembling Uncle Sam, 
exposes two crooks hiding under the 
dead donkey’s skin. 

Although comics are rare individ- 


ualists, they still need a regimented | 


play to get across to American audi- 


ences. Play House production has 
color and imagination. Supporting 


‘actors are good in flashes, but in the 


;main they are unable to get a firm | 
Rome's ditties | 


grip on garbled ideas. 
are more helpful, particularly ‘Poor 
| Dictator’ and ‘It’s the Principle of 
the Thing,’ both gay numbers. 
Pullen 


HELLZAPOPPIN 


(ROAD COMPANY) 
Hartford, Nov. 6. 


Olsen and Johnson production § starring 
Billy House and Eddie Garr, with Grace 
and Nikko, Murtah Sisters, Readinger 
Twins, Ann Pennington, Oxford Boys, Ben 
Dova, Paul Gordon, Frank Jerome, Bobby 
Jarvis, Billy Yates, Ben Weiss, Tony Kosi, 
dance ensemble (17), six bwys. Opened 
Nov. 5, '40, at Bushnell Memorial, Hart- 
ford, at $3.30 top; book by Olsen and John- 
son; music and lyrics by Sammy Fain and 
Charles Tobias; production staged by Fd- 
ward Duryea Dowling; dances ararnged by 
Gae Foster, and staged by Alice Sullivan; 


costumes designed by Joan Personette. 





With two money-making years be- 
hind them with ‘Hellzapoppin’ in 
New York, Olsen and Johnson have 
sent out their first offspring. It’s 
(chip off the old block, not only in 
|body characterizations but in all 
other inherent qualities. 

Same lusty howls that character- 
lized birth of ‘Hellz’ in New York 
were evident in Junior trving out his 
legs for the first time at Hartford in 
a two-day break-in date. Junior 
looks like his old man, talks like him, 
acts like him. Only difference is that 
|} youngster was born with a gold 
spoon in his mouth, The buildup of 
the parent via all publicity channels 
has been so great that the show is 
|sold before seen. 

The public gets what it expects. 
Poor p.a. system, which at times 
failed to operate and at other periods 
blasted stubholders out of their seats, 
failed to dampen the opening night 
show. 
| Off for a tour of the hinterlands 
and other 


| 
| 
} 


spots, Junior seems 
|destined to put Olsen and Johnson 
into direct competition with the 
Philadelphia mini. However, some 


| tightening and revising are necessary 
;to bring the baby around to the 
| Streamlined shape of its elder. Need- 
jless to say, production is a con- 
| Slomeration of vaude acts and bur- 
‘lesque skits harmoniously blended 
with colorfully designed, flashy back- 
drops, plus, of course, a line of girls 
and the varied interspersing of gags 
| by stooges planted throughout the 
audience, The clips on Mussolini, 
FDR, Stalin, Hitler, are there, as is 
the women looking for Oscar: the 
man with the plant looking for Mrs. 
Jones; the straightjacket escape 
artist, ete. 

Show opens with a killing pace 
then slackens up in the midsection. 
Picks up again near the end. How- 
ever, there is no incentive for the 
audience to go to sleep. Eddie Garr 
and Billy House, the principals, play 
straightman and comic, respectively. 
| Burden of the show is in their hands, 
with the major load on the shoulders 
of Garr, who is on the boards most 
| of the time. Does an acceptable job 
of piloting the show, but for some 
;reason is not as 
/sShould be. House does okay with his 
| varied bits, but the weighty comic 
and Garr fail to get across the 
,spontaneity of Olsen and Johnson. 
|At times make their parts seem cut 
|and dried rather than free and easy 
' flowing. 
| Other comedy breaks in the show 
}are delivered by Grace and Nikko, 
‘spotted twice. Pair do a terrific 
ballroome:c¢y burlesque. Ben Dova 
| does his standard drunk act, ending 
|up with precarious perching atop a 
/Swaying light pole. Paul Gordon is 
| Okay in some clicko unicycling. The 
Four Tones, male quartet, worked 
‘under the handicap of a fatftly p.a. 
|system. Each time they were spotted 
| they blasted. Second p.a. system was 
,used with the Murtah Sisters (3), 


~ 


intimate as he | 


who did alright by themselves fo, 
their warbing efforts. The Readinger 
Twins (femmes) are spotted thrice 
and run through the gamut of dance 
moods and routines in a most 
effective manner. Billy Yates, colored 
hoofer, is on briefly for a flash 
sesh. 


The Oxford Boys (3) click handily 
with their nostril impersonations of 
name bands. Spotted twice, once as 
the maid in a burlesque mystery skit 
and again in an exotic dance in a 
harem scene, Ann Pennington gets 
by. Hardeen, Jr., magician, is oy 
hand to aid Garr and House in put- 
,ting across a couple of now you see 
|—now you don’t gags. Dance en- 
;semble of 17 girls and six boys are 
| Variety at frequent intervals in ag 


tap 





variety of dance routines. One stand- 
‘out number is ‘Boomps-a-Daisy,’ in 
/which the company comes out into 
| the aisles and go through the dance 
|routine with the customers. Frank 
Jerome is present as the escape 
artist trying to get out of a straight- 
jacket, and as a clown during the 
intermission spell. Eck. . 


HIGHLAND FLING 


(YALE DRAMA DEPT.) 
New Haven, Nov. 8. 


As the first major production of the 
new term, the Yale Department of 
Drama has put on a presentation 
billed as ‘A Kentucky Mountain Folk 
Round-Up.’ It’s a curious concoction 
| that caricatures hillbillies on the one 
hand and introduces a city gangster 
‘and his mouthpiece on the other 
hand. Play is presented as an outlet 
|for student and faculty talent rather 
'than with any commercial tieup in 
{mind, but it does offer an idea for a 
|film on the Judy Canova or Weaver 
| Bros. order. 


Laid in the wilds of Haphazard, 
Ky., plot revolves around young Walt 
Sudby and Cynthia Dillon, offspring 
of traditional feudal families. Cyn- 
thia is promised to Asa Smart by 
her father, but her real yen is for 
Walt. Mugs Poppedukes, on the Jam 
with some hot money, seeks a hide- 
away in the mountain community 
and one of the local yokels sells him 
the idea that a ridge jointly owned 
by the Sudbys and Dillons is rich in 
‘iron ore. Mugs buys an option, but 
| the ‘ore’ turns out to be a rusty bed- 
| post. FBI poster unveils Mugs and 
|his capture brings the reward that 
unites the feuding families and 
|clinches the romance of Walt and 
Cynthia. 
| Play’s background offers opportu- 
nities for a barn dance, a family 
| ‘sing,’ a whiskey still scene, a moun- 
| tain courtroom scene, a song contest 
| at the county fair and some substan- 
|tial laughs from the gangster-hillbilly 
|combination. Author is Edwin R. 
Meiss; direction by Frank McMullan; 
|settings, David Langworthy; music 
| based on folk songs collected by 
|Marsha Bartholomew; costumes, 
| Jacqueline Soans; lighting, Patricia 
| Montgomery. 

Competent performances are 
turned in by Mary Jane Chiles (Cyn- 
| thia), Jerry Wenneker (Walt), George 
|Serries (Mugs), Don Haldane, A 
|Nicholas Vardac, Charles Rabiner, 
|David Sarvis, Charles Suggs, Grace 
| Bailey, Lawrence Dobkin. 
| Belle Baker’s son, Herbert, contribs 
a musical specialty. Bone. 














Ballet Review 


Continued from page 58 





| 


| ness and the costumes appearing 
|} somewhat worn. 
Opening bill offered ‘Aurora’s 


Wedding,’ ‘Coq d’Or’ and ‘Gradua- 
| tion Bali,” the last being a premiere. 
| First two are standard ballets, pretty 
much in the traditional manner, 
though well presented and entertain - 
ing. ‘Graduation’ is a distinct clic’ 
and should become a regular item 
on future programs. Choreography 
by David Lichine combines exten- 


sive terping scope with visual diver- 
sion and sharp comedy. 
Tatiana Riabouchinska, Tamara 


Toumonova and Irina Baronova, all 
familiar to ballet audiences via ap- 
pearances with the former Ballet 
Russe, are the principal ballerinas 
and all have improved notably. Cur- 
rent engagement is the first in New 
York for several seasons for Riabou- 
chinska, who has matured anda 
gained added assurance in the in- 
terim. 'Toumonova is notably siim- 
mer than when she appeared 
‘Stars in Your Eyes’ two seasons agv 
and she seems a better dancer. Baro 
nova, who was disappointing as 3 
guest with the Monte Carlo troupe 
last season and in the film ‘Florian. 
once more shows her former lustre 
Of the men, David Lichine and Ro- 
man Janinsky are standouts. Cur- 
rent engagement is slated throug! 
Dec. 1, with performances seve! 
nights a week and matinees Satur- 
day and Sunday. Hobe. 











Irving Pincus collaborating wit” 
Frank Gabrielson on a farce, ‘The 
Great Whitewash.’ Also plotting 2 
comedy with William Bowers. He 
supplied the original idea for the 
‘Higher and Higher’ book and is co- 
owner, with his brother, Norman, 0! 
the Alvin theatre. 





Sally O'Neil, picture actress, met- 
| tioned for the lead in Paul Vincen' 
| Carroll’s ‘The Old Foolishness. 
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Broadway 


James Rennie motoring to the 


ast. 

“oO Broeder back with ‘Elmer the 
Great.’ 

Betty Grable in town 
Jooksee. ' : 

Jack Mehler promoting coin for a 
play which he has optioned. 

Virginia Smith trained eff 15 lbs., 
preparatory to a legit comeback. 

E. J. Sparks, vet Florida film thea- 
tre operator, up north on his first 
visit In a long time. + 

Humphrey Doulens to Michigan to 
manage several concerts for Lily 
Pons. 

Terry Turner, 
director, “ from the Coast yester- 
day nuriey, ex-Variety, finaled 
press rep stint for Bell Tel with 
windup of World’s Fair. — ; 

Danny Kaye has a singing part in 
the new Moss Hart show, ‘Lady in 

ark.’ 
ag Donald, Ian Martin and 
Shirley Dale tested by 20th-Fox for 
parts in ‘How Green Was My Valley.’ 

George Walsh, former Paramount 
operator who retains personal thea- 
tre interests, in town for severai 


for a week’s 


ays. 

" Plenty along Broadway voted for 
Willkie but bet on Roosevelt. Al 
Jolson reportedly cleaned up on the 
election. ‘; 

John Barbirolli, Philharmonic con- 
ductor, superstitiously clings to his 
high, cloth-top, buttoned shoes in the 
Italian ‘maestro’ tradition, 

Gene Kelly, of the ‘Pal Joey’ com- 

any, cut his hand badly last week 
Dut was able to continue with re- 
hearsals without difficulty. 

Ben Griefer in charge of the 
Paramount during absence of Bob 
Weitman, its managing director, 
who’s on Coast for two weeks. 

George McCall (ex-VaRIETY) hav- 
ing broken in his radio-personality 
unit, goes into the Alvin, Minneap- 
olis, as his first regular booking on 
Friday. 

Dick Halliday, former story ed for 
Paramount, who recently joined 
Frank Vincent agency, expected east 
soon for confabs with agents and 
authors. 

Phil and Lou Nestler, former New 
York cabaret operators, have leased 
the Midtown hotel, Miami Beach, 
built by Laurence Schwab and Tom 
Dupree. 

Jennie Grossinger’s hotels spon- 
soring a fete Nov. 30 in the Hotel 


Astor grand ballroom at which it’s | 


hoped to realize $2,500 to purchase 
one British mobile unit. 

Mary Wickes, under contract to 
do her stage role in the picture ver- 
sion of ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner’ for Warners’ negotiated the deal 
on her own, without an agent. 

Now that the political fireworks 
are over, it’s agreed that everybody 
can go back to hating his former pet 
hate, before switching mis-affections 
to one or the other candidates. 

Goldie Stanton, formerly secretary 
for Flo Ziegfeld, similarly spotted in 
office of W. Horace Schmidlapp who, 
with Dick Krakeur, has a produc- 
tion deal with Vinton Freedley. 

Ill for about eight months with a 
heart condition, Hortense McInerney, 
wife of John McInerney of the 
Broadway Paramount, has been or- 
dered to Florida for the winter. 

Elihu Winer, assistant story ed of 
Universal, now taking the vacation 
which barn theatre coverage made 
impossible in the summer. He’s visit- 
ing Chattanooga, the old home town, 
and Miami. 

Sam Spewack fell and broke his 

arm last week at his Bucks county 
(Pa.) farm. When Phyllis Perlman 
had a similar mishap there last sum- 
mer, Spewack wired her from the 
Coast, ‘You're a dope.’ 
Harold N. Swanson, Coast agent 
who was contacting clients and 
agents, trained west on Friday (8). 
He left Robert Lewis, who came to 
Manhattan with him, for another 
month to handle pending biz. 

Otto Preminger wanted Mark 
Hanna, a 10%er in real life, to play 
the agent role in 
which opened last week, but Hanna 
Said he’d rather be a heel in the 


esh than personate one on stage. 
Cafe biz 


atin up, following the die- 
ards’ sulking when Willkie lost, 
during which period they stayed 


home and went 


into a pet seem- 
ingly. P 


Election Night was sad in the 


Class joints, where WW was the fave. | 


Sam Zolotow, New York Times 
drama reporter, laid up with sprained 
ack received lifting the front of his 
car when the bumper became locked 
with another machine. Besides his 
In wsPaper work, Zolotow is reputed- 
y angeling an auto sales concern. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








oe se Hewitt, an exhib in Robinson, 


. convalesci ill- | 
oe escing from prolonged ill- | 


gente Heifetz suest artist with St. 
sym or i » 
tan “sa ch Friday and Satur 
Russ Morgan orch, featuring Carol 
ay, Jimmy Lewis and Paul Roberts, 
Start stay 
Jack O’Shea, former talker exhib 
ere, made the grade as State Rep- 
resentative from the First District in 
~~ election. 
iktor Labunski, Polish pianist 
Bave benefit concert for the Polish 


RKO exploitation 


‘Beverly Hills’ | 


at Chase Club Friday (15)..| been built by the W.P.A., under cir- 


ational Council for Relief in | 
unicipal Auditorium. 

Joe Garrison, recently upped to 
district manager for Universal Pic- 
tures, hobnobbed on local film row 
with old associates, etc, ‘Blue Bird’ (20th) still awaiting 

George Bentley has joined Pat Telease. ; 
Daly, Mark Adolphus and Jay San-| ‘The Westerner’ (UA) is on ice as 
ford in the newly opened States ¢xXhibs decline to pay price asked. 
Theatrical Exchange here. Charles Chauvel’s ‘40,000 Horse- 
‘ Jeanne Schulte, localite, one of the | — at Mayfair, Sydney, on 
eatured performers with the ‘Ice} r : ' 

Follies of 1941,’ which did nice biz in| ..~?% finding shortage of chatter- 


maa stand at the Arena last 0 ltd former mikers joined the 
week. | * 


cae | Exhibs in industrial centres, with 
Local conscriptionees whose num-/} new wartime tempo, find biz swing- 
bers were the first and last to be 


| ing upwards. 
‘drawn were cuffo guests of the! Reg Kelly, formerly exploiteer for 
|Arena management during the en-' Paramount, is producing concerts 
| gagement of ‘Ice Follies of 1941.’ | with khaki talent. 
Mary Wickenhauser (Wickes), Department stores intend staging 
|localite, playing role of the nurse in | kiddie pantos at the Yuletide despite 
|“The Man Who Came to Dinner’ at} protests from Astors’ Assn. 
;the American theatre last week, is a 
'grad of the St. Louis Little Theatre. 
Because he was ‘legally detained’ 
jin Reno, Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., 
|was unable to keep skedded p.a. be- 
'fore the Zona Clubs of St. Louis and | peat season here during 1941. 
| St. Louis County. He filed suit for Minnie Love, a former William- 
divorce in Carson City last Feb. son-Tait m.c. star, is playing the 
J. D. Petty, former assistant man-/| nabes for Hoyts in a cabaret idea. 
ager of the Fox-Lincoln, Springfield, Distribs announcing that there w 
Ill., now assistant to Phil Hill, city | 
manager for Fox-West Coast houses 
with headquarters in Belleville, Ill. 
Petty also will double as manager of 
the Lincoln, Belleville. 
Out of towners shopping on film 
row include Mrs. M. Paul, Carlin- 
ville, I1l.; Mrs. I. W. Rodgers, Cairo, 
Ill.; Bob Cluster, Salem, Ill; Tom 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








|free product for exhibition around 
, the various military camps. 
If monetary problems 


can be 


Hollywood to cover all needs over 


1941, 
‘Gone’ (M-G) routed 


into Tas- 
houses for Yuletide bid at upped 
admissions. 

Upbeat in 16-mm. production is 
| seen as government backs producers 
| Price, Oblong, ‘Ill.; C. Zwermann,|for visual education purposes 
Olney, Ill.; Ted Coleman, Mt. Ver- throughout New South Wales. 
non, Ill.; Bill Griffin, head booker | 
for the Rodgers Circuit, Cairo, Ill; | theatres for Hoyts. 
and Noah Bloomer, Belleville, Il]. 





Unit has turned 
in a profit of $400,000 for year’s 
egrenrne, mostly with U. S. prod- 
uct. 

Many Hollywood pic stars are 
sending autographed photos here for 
sale to aid wartime funds. Auto- 
graphed books are also coming for- 
ward. 

‘Jenny Lind’ has returned from 
London to accept engagements in 
| radio. Was formerly known as Rita 
| Nugent when dancing in William- 
| son-Tait musicals. 

Government may permit U. S. 
publications again to flow this way 
next year. The stoppage of fan and 
pulp mags has been a drastic blow 
|to distributors in this sector. 





Chicago 


Ruth Lowe and Edythe Wright go- | 
ing into the Hi-Hat. 

Noel Gerson, WGN Talent Division 
chief, back from New York confabs. 

Morrie Leonard heading the pic- 
ture business’ annual Christmas 
Basket Parties drive this year. 

Pat Casey stopped off on his way 
through to the Coast, and being 
escorted around town by Tom Gor- 
man, 

Ramon Ramos orchestra figured set 
for a full year’s term at the Drake 
hotel’s Camellia House if okay with 











- e 
Ramos. M ¢ 
Griff Williams inaugurating his ExICO ily 
own musical quiz show this week By Douglas L. Grahame 


under the tag of ‘Musical Monftor’ 








American Guild of Variety Artists, | back to pix. 

in to pep up local offices and in-| Dolores del Rio here ahead of the 

stituting several changes in layout of | time she was expected. 

quarters here to make clubrooms for| Show biz very, very dull. No boost 

performers, ; seen until the turn of 1941. 
Evangelina Magana, soprano, on a 

jroad tour after her radio engage- 

ments here. 
Elvira Rios, 

| well in N. Y., gave a half-hour fare- 





Bing Crosby 


Continued from page 1 











| » 

, . | the eve of her return to Gotham. 
—_ - them walking out of his | ‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Moreno), ace 
contract. 


t. He has, it was said, ad-|tramp comic, donated $3,000 to pro- 
mitted in his conversations that the | vide Cotija, Michoacan state, where 


agency had him bound under con- | he was born 29 years ago, with a 
tract and that if it insisted he was | 800d road. 
ready to live up to the agreement. Jesus Grovas, pic producer and 


ex-Paramount exec here, 
ing in Morelia, 
of Michoacan, 
home state. 

No news whatsoever about the 
new cabinet until late on the night 
of Nov. 30, eve of presidential inaug- 
{ural day. Cabinet lineup is causing 


If Crosby continues to insist he may vacation- 
be relieved of his patter assign- 
ments on the show and participate 
istrictly as a singer. 





President Cardenas’ 


‘Philly Record Attacks 
Crosby for F.D.R. Blast 


Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 
The Philadelphia Record in a blis- 
tering editorial last Wednesday (6) 
|rapped Bing Crosby’s attack of 
| President Roosevelt in espousing the 


cles. 

Pedro de Lille, ace announcer for 
local radio station XEW, signed as 
narrator for ‘History of Mexican 
Motion Pictures,’ a pie album of 
highspots of all talkers made here 
since that industry began in 1930. 

Movita Castaneda, Mexican actress 


|eause of Wendell Willkie in the re- who married boxer Jack Doyle, 

| cent campaign yspiked reports of her death. A cable 
. 2 r 4 from London received here denied 
‘ - ~ ) 7 ) Cc . 

| ‘When President Roosevelt first acess Wanutches that Wuvitn bed 

took office Crosby was a two-bit 


.~. | been killed in a bombardment there 
|erooner,’ the Record declared. ‘So 


Mystery surrounds the arrest of 
| thoroughly did the Reosevelt Admin- | Francisco (Paco) Astol, the young 
listration ruin Crosby that in 1939 actor who is an ardent Almazanist 
'he boasted one of the biggest in- | He was grabbed in the general post- 
| comes in the U. S. Not just in office while chatting with some 
| Hollywood, but even in competition | Showfolk. Charges against him have 
hegarrig : se not been announced. He is one of 
with the titans of industry. several persons arrested here in 

‘So completely had President similar manner. 
Roosevelt also destroyed private | eiodiciennteitpenichy iaiicaniiaiiaanen 
| initiative—alas!—that Crosby has to 


| hire 60 people to manage all his busi- 

ness interests over and above croon- 
|ing—interests which include a race 
track, a ranch, an enormous phono- 
graph record business, movies and 
golf, 

‘In view of this ‘pauperization’ of a 
humble crooner is it any wonder 
Bing Crosby went on the air Mon- 
day to attack Roosevelt and an- 
nounce his support of Willkie. Of 
course it may not have been his | 
reduced circumstances which led 
, Crosby to attack the President. May- 
be it was something else. 

‘Maybe it was the fact that one of 
|his racetracks turned out to have 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Gabe Rubin holding off ‘Baker's 
Wife’ at his Art Cinema until Xmas. 

Bob Leiber’s father coming around 
okay after undergoing a serious op- 
eration. 

Diosa Costello here for a few days 
visiting friends between Manhattan 
engagements 

Margaret Kim-Loo cut a big birth- 
day cake for the ‘Scandals’ company 
here last week. 

Jackie Heller’s engagement at 100 
Club in Des Moines, Ia., extended for 
two more weeks. 

Herman Middleman has nixed an 
offer to piano at Lew Mercur’s Nut 
Club in Miami this winter. 

Warner Club’s. annual 
dance Sunday (10) at William Penn, 
had Pau] Pendarvis’ music. 





berqeenpeceiee ws which smelled so badly 
they reached the floor of Congress— 
so that when the truth came to light 
Bing was crooning out of the other | 
co-ner of his mouth,’ 


U. S. distribs sending plenty of 


solved, A. B. Marcus will play a re- | 


mania via the Jim Thornley indie | 


from the bandstand of the Conti-|} Radio singer Lucha Reyes a di-| 
nental Room in the Stevens hotel. | vorcee. 
Lee Travers, national rep for the} Anita Blanch, dramatic actress, 


after attending funeral of his sister 


here. 


George Tyson had a slight tussle 
| With pneumonia before hitting the 
road as managing director of ‘Ice- 


capades.’ 
State censors didn’t pass ‘Ram- 
_parts We Watch’ completely. They 


‘clipped 70 seconds from ‘Baptism of flu. 


, Fire’ insert. 

Ballet Russe considering scenario 
of a newspaper ballet written by 
‘Donald S. Steinfirst, 
music critic. 
| Practically all of Johnny Long’s 
boys came on yesterday (Tuesday) 
for Jack .Edmondson’s marriage to 
Martha Glynn. 


| Philadelphia 


Cliff Hall, pianologist, back 
town playing at society parties. 





in 


John Kelly, ex-WDAS announcer, | 


is chief clerk for Draft Board No. 11 
here, 

Roy LaPlante, WFIL gabber, re- 
ieceived his final citizenship papers 
‘on Thurs. (7). 
| Powers Gouraud, WCAU spieler, 
|ecurrently emceeing show at Park 


ill | Casino, is mulling a nitery tour in 
be plenty of product on tap from | this area. “ 


Roger W. Clipp, WFIL’s g.m., 
‘named to head the publicity com- 
| mittee for the Maryland Society of 
| Pennsylvania. 
| Betty Lane, vocalist with Joe 
'Frasetto’s WIP house band, disclosed 
| she eloped last July 2 with Bernard 
| Shoemaker, non-pro. 

Lucky Teter, daredevil auto racer, 
reported to have purchased the 


Charles Munro lookseeing Victoria | Langhorne Speedway from Ralph | 


| Hankinson for $190,000. ; 

| Doris Barrows latest addition to 
, WIP secretarial _ staff, 
| Winifred Groux who left to marry 
| Dan Barlow, WIP engineer. 

| Sybil Warner (Mrs. Arthur 
/Simon) was the only woman com- 


| mentator on the local air lanes elec- | 


Post-Gazette | 


replacing | 


Hollywood 


Otto Kruger laid up with flu. 

Ila Rhodes divorced Arthur Lyons, 
Billy Gilbert east on a stage tour. 
Myrna Loy in the hospital with 








| Frank Capra hunting 
Oregon. 
| Dick Dickson recovering from two 
operations. 

Bill Elliott to Texas for two weeks 
of personals. 
| William Lundigan 
| sprained ankle. 

Cliff Lewis back at his desk after 
an eastern tour. 


ducks in 


limping on a 


Jesse Hibbs back to work efter a 
minor operation. 

Frank Seltzer east on a_ three- 
week bally tour. 
| George Gruskin in serious con- 
dition with pneumonia. 

Eduardo Ciannelli changed his 


first name to Edward. 

Nora Perry in the hospital as a 
result of a motor crash. 

Mary Boland recovering from in- 
juries in a motor crash. 

Helen Vinson granted divorce from 
Fred Perry, tennis star. 
| Sterling Holloway has a broken leg 
‘after a fall from a horse. 

John LeRoy Johnston back from 
a coast-to-coast air jaunt. 
| _Jimmy Durante back in town hud- 
| dling over a new. film chore. 
Bradley King, film writer, divorced 
| George H. Boyd, screen actor. 
| Forrest Tucker and Sendra Jolley 
| east on a delayed honeymoon. 
Jack Benny hopped to Waukegan, 
'Ill., to visit his father, who is ill. 
George Raft to San Francisco to 
preview a new fighter he is feeding. 
| Jeanette MacDonald opened her 
eae concert tour in Little Rock, 

rk, 
| Gloria Lynch, Chilean film star, 
_paused on her way to New York for 
|}a stage debut. 
Eddie Darling, former top booker 














Taft Colonnade Saturdays. | 
Jean Dubarry again managing the 


for the old B. F. Keith office, is here 
for the winter. 

Dixie Davis running a soft drink 
stand at Palm Springs, with Hope 
Dare as waitress. 

Herbert Munson _ succeeds Joe 
Watson as manager of the Troupers 
theatre in Hollywood. 

George Givot vacationing on his 


ition night. She handled the returns 


‘on WPEN. 





New Haven 


By Harold Bone 











| Strand is now offering Sunday | ranch before leaving for New York 
| vaude. ;, 'to join the ‘Public Be Pleased’ 
| ‘Icecapades’ revue due at Arena troupe. 
Nov. 20-26. ; 

Sol Rudnick, IATSE, died sud- 


denly here Nov. 5. 
Joe Miller’s orch is back at Hotel 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Lincoln. foreign film house. 
Shubert is skedded to get preem Gene Austin opening at Jimmie 
of the Max Baer ‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen.’ | Sancetta’s nitery. 





Phil Baker-Bill Robinson preem | Morey Condon of WGAR doubling 
of ‘All in Fun’ is set for Shubert/as Allerton Hotel’s p.a. 
Nov. 21. ‘Ace’ Davis setting up a nitery pub- 


Belle Baker’s boy, Herbert, broke licity bureau of his own. 
out in Yale drama department pro-| George Degnon, rep for RKO here, 


duction. {transferred back to Toronto terri- 
Sunday vaude at Arena subsided | tory. 
'with advent of hockey, but spot will} Wife of Paul Pendarvis, band- 


the singer who did, 


| well concert from station XEW on! 


beauty spot capital | 


much speculation in amusement cir- | 


supper- | 


Dave Beidermann, indie film exec Saw 10 times In New York and Chi- 
‘on Coast, planed back to Hollywood | cago. 


bring in now ’n’ then shows on week} master at Bronze Room, has a date 
nights. | with the stork. 

Many of ‘Hellzapoppin’ cast played| Jack Warfel, assistant drama ed at 
here with laryngitis acquired in road| Press, stands No. 1 on local con- 
show’s opening stand at Hartford’s scription list here. 
massive Bushnell Auditorium. Dean Martin, from Steubensville 
O., new vocalist in Sammy Watkins 
crew at Vogue Room. 

Josephine Del Mar _ replacing 
Ratnon Armengood as Spanish singer 
|}a Cuban Terrace Room. 
| Herman Perchner preeming new 

‘spaper and theatrical private 


; 





New Detroit Find 


Continued from page 3 











in 
club, tagged the Eldorado, within a 
fortnight. 

Keno prize of $1,000 at Variety 
Club’s election night shindig copped 
by Aaron Wayne, unempleyed film 
salesman. 


house in Detroit, was leased for two 
years by Shubert after being dark 
for the most of the past seven sea- 
sons. House owner, wed to one of 
the Dodge family, millionaire motor 
car makers, is not interested in the 


; Mag Harry (Pony-Boy) Winezimmer, 
Shubert presentations. ,, cafe owner, had to have infected 
First show, ‘Unfaithfully Yours,’ |right arm amputated. He's con- 


which was originally ‘Du Barry,’ did | valescing. 


not fare so well and same applied to; Bob F. Brydle promoted to man- 
‘Too Many Girls,’ despite good stag- arene ag ~ aay hotel ar 
ing 2 favorable press. Local in-|=ugene v. Kelly resigning, wit 

ing and favorable Pp |Richard D. McLain as new assistant. 


terest has been upped by the @P- | Harold J. Rome, composer, in town 





pearance of Miss Scully, who may |to get an earful of tunes he wrote 
spark the Wilson indefinitely. Be- for Play House’s new Voskovec- 
lieved that if the musical stock sea-|Werich show, ‘The Ass and the 
son had been dated to open after , Shadow.’ 

election better support would have re TS 

resulted. Intense interest in the | 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


campaign and the draft are blamed | 
fo1 weeks. } 


+ 


the mild first 

Angna Enters at Lyceum for one- 
nighter. 

Mother of Bob Murphy, Star-Jour- 
nal film editor, passed away. 

Twin City Variety Club 
election of officers this week. 

Black Hills’ ‘Passion Play’ finished 
week’s engagement at Auditorium. 

W. H. Workman, M-G branch 
manager, home after brief siege in 
hospital. 

Michael Loring, CBS singer, head- 
lining current Alvin show, is Min- 





Arthur Rule 


Continued from page } holds 





friends and guests such figures 
as Walter Hampden, Taylor Hoimes, 
Frank Bacon, John Drew, James 
O'Neill, Ann Nichols, Fiske O'Hara, 
Chauncey Olcott, Raymond Hitch- 
cock, Eddie Foy, Thomas Holden, | 
William H. Crane, Walker White- neapolitan. 
side, Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., May | | yceum has two attractions in row 
Robson and Tyrone Power, Sr. Most this month, ‘Little Foxes’ and ‘Man 
of the circus names of the past 30 Who Came to Dinner.’ 
years were also guests at the Rule; Myron Adcock, Warner Brothers’ 
home in Mason City during their Salesman, back on job fully recov- 
| visits here. /ered from injuries sustained in auto 
Rule was a prominent Mason City |™ishap which nearly cost him his 


attorney who spent most of his time _ playing at Alvin, Ruth 
playgoing and world-traveling. He | Lowe, composer of ‘I'll Never Smile 
was also a state senator for four | Again,’ had M-G accept two of her 
years and a Spanish-American war new songs for the forthcoming 
| veteran. | film. : 
Probably his favorite play was ‘You|, Hal Munroe’s band from Chicago 


’ : ? : /to follow Freddie Fisher’s ‘Schnikel- 
| Can't Take It With You,’ which he |moent at who finish 21-week engage- 


ment at Happy Hour and then go to 
Miiwaukee nitery. 


his 
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LUIGI MARMORINO 

Luigi Marmorino, 67, long an actor, 
playwright and singer on the Italian 
stage, died Nov. 4 at his home in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. A veteran of the 
first Ethiopian war, his theatrical 
talent first evinced itself when a 
captive of the Ethiopian tribesmen 
after the battle of Adowa. Enter- 
taining the royal court he was so 
splendidly received that upon cessa- 
tion of hostilities he decided to make 
the theatre a career. 

He came to America in 1904 and 
became active in Italian stock. Dur- 
ing the past 30-odd years he played 
scores of roles. The writer of several 
plays, perhaps his most successful 
was ‘Poor Blind Man,’ in which he 
toured the country last summer with 
an Italian stock company, with him- 
self in the leading role. 

He leaves his widow, Carmela; 
three daughters and a son. Funeral 
services were held in Brooklyn last 
Thursday (7). 





HENRY E. JEWETT 
Henry E. Jewett, 56, actor and the- 
atrical producer who retired some 








OBITUARIES 


publicly acclaimed by the French 
Minister of Interior. 
MARTIN A. ALLEN 

Martin Adsit Allen, 90, who 
claimed to be the first in this coun- 
try to make a parachute jump from 
a balloon, died Nov. 4 at his home 
in Dansville, N. Y. Dean of the 
Flying Aliens, family of parachute 
jumpers at fairs and carnivals, he 
made his last jump at the age of 75 
and declared he would have con- 
tinued but for rheumatism in his 
left leg. He started his act in 1877. 

Allen trained his grandnephew, 
Edward Allen of Batavia, N. Y., and 
his sisters, Gloria and Florence, who 
continued the family tradition. 
Gloria was fatally injured three 
years ago at the age of 17 when her 
chute became entangled during a 
jump in Georgia. 








HOWARD LEE McEWEN 
Howard Lee McEwen, 53, news ed- 
itor of WAVE, Louisville, until a 
month ago when ill health forced 
him to quit, died of a heart ailment 
Wednesday (6) at his Cincinnati 


IN MEMORIAM 


SYDNEY SPIER 


November 14, 1939 


15 years ago, died at his home near 
Scarsdale, N. Y., Nov. 8, after a 
three-week illness. A native Aus- 
traliane. he. came to America with 
his parents at the age of 13. 

His father, Henry, Sr., was a vet- 
eran of the theatre, and both he and 
his wife, Maggie Knight Jewett, were 
favorites of the Australian stage. He 
was a founder of the Jewett Players 
in Boston and upon its merger with 
the Repertory theatre to form a new 
organization known as the Jewett 
Repertory Theatre Fund, served as 
director of the newly launched com- 
pany. The younger Jewett appeared 
in several Broadway plays and also 
produced a few shows on his own, 

Funeral services were held at his 
residence last Saturday (9). He 
leaves his widow, Ada, who was be- 
queathed $7,375,000 by an uncle in 
1925. 


——_—__ — 


FRANK BARNES 

Richard Allen, 
whose stage name was Frank Barnes, 
died at the Mborrisania Hospital, 
Bronx, N. Y., Nov. 1. First appear- 
ing in a production of “Ten Nights in 
a Barroom’ in 1893, he later toured 


films. 
In 1917 Allen halted his career in 


pictures to enter the Army where he | 


saw service overseas in addition to 
drilling officers at various training 
camps. He had roles on Broadway in 
‘Monte Cristo’ with James O'Neill 








| 


| 
| 
| 


a veteran actor | 


| 


in stock and played in early silent | 


BILLY ROSE 


home. A newspaperman for many 
years, he was editor of the news- 
room of WLW, Cincinnati, from 1935 
to 1938, when he came to WAVE to 
organize its news department. While 
at WLW he prepared and edited the 
Paul Sullivan news scripts, prior to 
Sullivan’s removal to Louisville. Mc- 
Ewen entered newspaper work as a 
police reporter on the Cincinnati 
Post. 

Surviving, wife, two sons and a 
daughter, 





IRMGART HUTCHESON 


Irmgart Hutcheson, wife of pianist 
Ernest Hutcheson, president of the 
Juilliard School of Music, New York, 


died Nov. 5 at her home in that city. 


Born in Berlin, Mrs. Hutcheson 
was a daughter of Baron Arnold von 
Pilsach and received her education 
in Switzerland. She wed Hutcheson 
in London in 1899. A founder of the 





I Miss You 


SYDNEY SPIER 
(Nov. 14, 1939) 
Hildegarde 


| 





Musicians Emergency Fund, Mrs. 


‘of her death. 
She leaves besides her husband, 


| 


Hutcheson also helped organize the | 
| Shubert Memorial and was chairman | 
|of its board of directors at the time | 


| been a legit, vaude and film player 
| during the early silent days. 

Among the Broadway plays in 
| which he appeared are ‘Lysistrata,’ 
|‘The Bat’ and ‘Hamlet,’ and he had 
'also appeared in many stock pro- 
ductions. In vaude he played with 
Johnson and Bennett in the sketch, 
‘Friday Evening at Home.’ His first 
appearance on the stage was with 
Julia Arthur in the ’90's. 

Widow, two sons, four daughters 
and 12 grandchildren survive. 





GEORGE A. H. GARDNER 
George A. H. Gardner, 53, onetime 
press agent and manager of the old 
Euclid Avenue Opera House, Cleve- 
land, died Nov. 3 at his home in 
Cleveland after a long illness. He 
had been in retirement since 1928. 
Gardner entered the business in 
1906 when hired by Augustus G. 
Hartz to publicize his legit house in 
Cleveland, and was promoted to 
managership within five years. In 
1920 he quit to open a steamship 
brokerage. Surviving are widow, 
daughter and son. 








J. A. McKENZIE 


J. A. ‘Jack’ McKenzie, 54, died in 
Winnipeg, Nov. 5, after a lengthy 
illness. He was manager of the Or- 
pheum theatre, Estevan, Saskatche- 
wan, for the past 15 years and prior 
| to that managed a theatre at Wey- 
| burn, Sask. 

Survived by widow, two sons, Dr. 
Francis McKenzie, Winnipeg, and 
Duane, managing Orpheum for the 
past eight months. 








JOHN B. KEATING 


John B. Keating, 52, for 30 years a 
prominent New York hotel conces- 
sionaire, died Nov. 4 at the Lenox 
Hill Hospital, N. Y., after an illness 
of several months. As proprietor of 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., barber shop, he 
was a familar figure to Broadway. 

Widow: survives. 





JOSEPH J. KRAUSE 


Joseph’ J. Krause, 49, who for a 
quarter of a century was associated 
with Charley Fox in the manage- 
ment of the Gayety and Empress 
(burley) in Milwaukee, died Nov. 5 
in county emergency hospital follow- 


|ing his sudden collapse in a down- 


town hotel. 





HENRY (DAD) LOLLIER 


Henry (Dad) Lollier, 74, for years 
with Fox West Coast Theatres, died 
Nov. 7 in Hollywood after an illness 
lof six weeks. 
| Surviving are his widow, daughter, 
sister and four sons, three of whom, 
W. H. (Bud), George and Robert, are 
in show business. 





HARRY BERNARD 


Harry Bernard, 62, vaude and film 
comedian, died Nov. 4 in Hollywood 
after a long illness. He had been in 
|show business 45 years. 
| Surviving are widow and a daugh- 
ter. 








LETTIE ROSS 





| of Jerry Ross, m.c., died suddenly at 
| her home in Bremerton, Wash., Oct. 
29. She was 58. 

As a dramatic actress and song- 
writer she was known as Lettie Ross. 





AL WEINER 
Al Weiner, 52, died suddenly of a 
heart attack Nov. 5 in Detroit. He 
was in the production department of 
Wilding Pictures and _ formerly 
| headed the Embassy Talking Picture 
| Service. 


TED HATHAWAY 
Ted Hathaway, 30, manager of the 
| Fox-West Coast Apollo theatre in 
Los Angeles, died in Hollywood Hos- 


(father of Eugene), “Mrs. Wiggs of |two sons, Arnold T. and Harold R. | pital Nov. 11 following an operation. 


the Cabbage Patch’ and was last seen 
in ‘Criminal Code’ some 10 years ago. 

Funeral services were held Nov. 4 
under auspices of the Actors’ Fund 
and burial followed in the family 
plot, Crawfordsville, Ind. His sister, 
Mrs. C. A. Britton, survives. 





PAUL FRATELLINI 


Paul Fratellini, noted clown, died 
recently in Paris, according to a re- 
port received in Vichy, France, 
Nov. 6. 

The mournful member of a trio of 
brothers known as Les Trois Fra- 
tellinis, he was born in Sicily and 


stemmed from a long line of clowns.. 


Among their more favorite routines 
was an imitation of a German band. 
’ During the last war Fratellini gave 
many performances to cheer French 
war orphans. In recognition of the 
troupe’s contribution to the enter- 
tainment field the three brothers 
were awarded the Cross of the 
Legion of Honor, 


They were also! 


| Hutcheson. 





PROF. GEO. B. REALS 


Prof. George B. Reals, 65, musician, 
band leader and composer, died Nov. 
8 in Clifton Springs (N. Y.) Sana- 
traium after a brief illness. He had 
been a clarinet soloist in Sousa’s 


Conway's band, Rochester Park and 
54th Regiment bands, and in theatres 
in Rochester, N. Y. 

Reals was composer of ‘Finger 
Lakes March,’ ‘The Old Home Town’ 
and ‘Boy Scout March.’ He directed 
the Papec Band of Shortsville, N. ¥., 
and the Phelps Park Band. He main- 
tained a studio for pupils in Roches- 
ter and also taught music in East 
High School there. 

Leaves a brother and sister. 





ERNEST HOWARD 
Ernest Howard, whose real name 
was Ladd, died Friday in Brooklyn 





at 65 after a long illness. He had 


band and had also played in Patrick | 


His widow and mother survive. 





JAMES MacG. BASKERVILLE 
| James MacGlenn Baskerville, 58, 
| associated the past several years 


| attack. 





| Mrs. M. Sophia Ezerman, manag- 
‘ing director of the Philadelphia Con- 
lservatory of Music, died Sunday 

night (10) at the University Hospital, 

Philly, after short illness. She suc- 
ceeded her husband, Dr. Kirk Hen- 
| drik Ezerman, Dutch composer, as 

manager of the school after he was 
| killed by an auto in 1928, 





Dave Harris, radio studio tenor 
sax man and former member of Ray- 
mon Scott’s band, forming a coop- 
erative group of studio musicians to 
cut transcriptions and possible popu- 
lar recordings. Band will do no 





Lettie Margurette Wilhite, mother | 


| with Radio Corp. of America, died | 
| Nov. 8 in New York from a heart | 


ee 








| Literati 





George Lait to Lisbon 
George Lait clippers to London 
this week, en route to London for 


he will be the first to relieve three 
INS men over there. Latter will 
be given six to eight-week vacations, 
if not desiring to return to the 
States, as seems to be a common at- 
titude, since any newsman regards 
the London blitzkrieging as the big- 
gest story they will ever cover in 
their lifetime. 

How long Lait, who is the son 
of Jack Lait, editor of the N. Y. 
Mirror, will have to lay over in Lis- 
bon before getting plane passage to 
London depends on bulk mail, as 
that takes precedence even over 
diplomatic transportation accommo- 
dations, and, of course, there are 
hundreds of people with tickets in 
hand who have been waiting for 
weeks to also get on a plane. : 

Lait expects to bunk with Collier’s 
Quentin Reynolds in London, 





Lifts Liberty’s Petticoat 

‘Lifting Liberty’s Petticoat’ is the 
label on a book now being turned 
out by Zolton Czako, Hungarian 
writer who is using the nom-de- 
typewriter of Lawrence Dodd in this 
country. 

Tome is somewhat autobiographi- 
cal, discussing various minor aspects 
of American life which are taken for 
granted in this country but are ex- 
tremely impressive and appreciated 
by a refugee from present-day 
Europe. Among such are cigarets, 
coffee and the comparatively excel- 
lent food obtainable at even the low- 
est-priced cafeterias. 





H’wood Fund for Exiles 
Funds to aid writers abroad who 
are being buffeted around by dic- 
tators will be raised by a $10-a-plate 
dinner in Hollywood on Nov. 26. It 


International News Service, where | 


way, H. G. Wells, and Charles Chap. 
lin. 

Round-table discussion, presided 
over by Robert Benchley, will have 
as speakers Irvirg Asher, John 
Cromwell, William Dieterle, Philip 
Merivale, Dorothy Parker and Nor. 
ma Shearer. 

Guest speakers will be Senator 
| Feuche Norris of Nebraska,; Lion 





Feuchtwanger, Emil Ludwig anq 
Heinrich Mann. As treasurer of the 
group, M. C. Levee will disburse 
,coin to evacuate and maintain 
exiled writers. Committee’s spon. 
| sors include top Hollywood names, 
—_— 
LITERATI OBITS 
Mrs. Lucy E. Haight Strong, 68, 


| pioneer Milwaukee newspaper wom- 
; an, and daughter of T. W. Haight, 


one of Wisconsin’s earliest publish- 

rs, died Nov. 6. Survived by moth- 
er and three brothers, Walter, L, F, 
Putney and Robert, al! widely known 
in the middle west by reason of 
their newspaper work in Milwau- 
kee and Chicago. 

Charles D. Morris, 73, former pub- 
lisher of the St. Joseph (Mo.) 
Gazette, died in Chicago, Nov. 8. 

Sarah Addington, 49, author, ardent 
Lucy Stoner and one-time writer for 
the New York Herald Tribune, died 
at her home in New York, Nov. 7. 

Victor Mitcheli, 73, former asso- 
ciate editor of Dearborn (Mich.) In- 
dependent, died in Detroit, Nov. 7 
from auto injuries. 





CHATTER 

Dick Joseph, ship news reporter 
until recently for the N. Y. Post, 
added to promotion department of 
New Haven railroad, with head- 
quarters in Boston. He's handling 
the house organ. 

Arthur D. Hecox, for four yeats 
general manager of The Saratogian, 
Frank Gannett afternoon sheet in 





will be given by the Committee for 
| Writers in Exile, of which Sheridan 
Gibney is chairman. Honorary | 
chairmen include Ernest Heming- | 





Saratoga Springs, N. Y., is retiring 
Nov. 15. W. Howard Mooney, mem- 
ber of the stay for 39 years, will be- 
come editor and general manager, 





MARRIAGES 


Camilla Romo to John Wolfe, in 
San Francisco, Nov. 4. Bride is 
vocalist with KPO, Frisco; he’s with 
Photo and Sound Recording Co. 





Betsy Lamby to King Harris, in 
Woodside, Cal., Nov. 2. He's ac- 
count exec with KPO-KGO, Frisco. 

Mary Louise Weiser to Ben Wins- 
low, in Hollywood, Nov. 6. She's in | 
charge of the color lab at Walt Dis- | 
ney studio. 

Dorothy Douglass to Thomas A. 
(Tommy) Axelson, in Salt Lake | 
City. Hes v. p. of the R. T. Harris 
Advertising Agency, Salt Lake City, | 
(but was for a long time head of | 
|KSL promotion. 


| 
Janet Rowland (Greenwalt) to | 
| Arthur F. Crueger, in East Williston | 
|L. I, Nov. 4. Bride is daughter of | 
John Greenwalt, v.p. of Glicksman | 
Advertising Co., Inc. N. Y., and 
| formerly in vaude. 
| Ninette Joseph to Al Toronto, in | 
| New York, Nov. 8. Groom is time | 
| buyer for the William Esty agency; | 
| bride was with the B. B. D. & O. 
| agency. 
Martha Glynn to Jack Edmondson, 

in Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. 
Johnny Long band. 
| Catherine Craig to Robert Preston, 
lat Las Vegas, Nev., Nov. 8. Both 
jare screen players. 


| Ariane Allen to Harold W. Ross, in | 
| Roselle Park, N. J., Nov. 10. Bride is 
actress and model; he’s a founder and 
|editor of the New Yorker mag. 

Dorothy Darling to Samuel Kauf- 
man, in New York, Nov. 5. Bride is 
legit and radio actress: he’s a radio 
writer with the New York Sun. 

Anna Tiebout to Phil Reisman, | 
|Jr., in Larchmont, N. Y., Nov. 8. 
| He’s a writer at Pathe Newsreel, and | 
son of Phil Reisman, RKO v.p., and 
|foreign sales manager. 











Gert Stein 


Continued from page 1 


word of what’s in this book but here 
it is.” Only a small edition will be 
printed. 

It will be the first novel in more 
than 30 years by the writer, who is 
in the unoccupied portion of France. 
In a letter to Cerf some time ago 
she told him it was about the Duch- 
ess of Windsor, although since re- 
ceiving the manuscript Cerf declares 
he can’t find a single mention of the 
duchess... He cabled Miss Stein: ‘Do 
you think what the world needs now 
is a novel about the Duchess of 
Windsor?’ Her reply was: ‘It ce>- 





|} dance work, 


tainly is.’ 











BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Dickinson, 
daughter, in Grove City, Pa., Oct. 16. 
Mother’s Paula Kelly, singer with 
Al Donahue, and father’s one of Paul 
Whiteman’s ex-King’s Men. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Noah, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Nov. 1. Father’s 
Pitt band leader and mother's Betty 
Blue, orch singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Fox, son, in 
N. Y., Nov. 6. Father is general man- 
ager of the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association, 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Helfer, son, Nov. 
4, in New York. Father is announcer 
and sportscaster with WOR-Mutual. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shimen Ruskin, son, 
Nov. 8, in Hollywood. Father is a 
stage and film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ingham Roberts, son, 


in San Antonio, Nov. 4. Father is 
KTSA account executive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman (Tiny) 
Schwarz, son, in Buffalo, Nov. 2. 


Father is singer at WBEN. 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Chatfield, son, 
Nov. 10, in Los Angeles. Father is 


|a Paramount film studio publicist. 
He’s with |, 





‘Love Seats’ 


Continued from page 1 


Ross Baldwin by Marcus & Swirnoff, 
operators of houses in Oshkosh, 
Ripon, Reedsburg and Tomah, Wis., 
$15,000 having been spent upon re- 








seating and refurnishing. ‘The love 
seats’ have also proved a popular 
part of the equipment of the Troy 


theatre in East Troy and the Alma in 


Alma, Wisi, where they were re- 
cently installed. 
Not only are these seats in great 


demand by the younger element, but 
they also are eagerly sought by ex- 
tremely obese elders who have al- 
ways found difficulty in squeezing 
themselves into the average theatre 
chair. The heavyweights now find 


|ample room in seats that are twice 


the width of the ordinary chair, and 
for the first time are really enjoy- 
ing going to the theatre. 

The ‘love seats’ are staggered 
throughout the auditorium, being 
placed at the ends of the rows, but 
only one in each row, and on op- 
posite ends of succeeding rows. Thus 
no pair of cooers has another pair 
directly in front or directly behind 
them, and they are able to take their 
love lessons direct from the screen. 








Benny Carter baad headed for a 
recording berth with Bluebird Rec- 
ords. He recently made some test 
sides fro Decca. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





In re: Latin Good Will 
New York. 
itor, VARIETY: 

“oe your story anent the Films’ 
Latin-American Cycle, I have been 
visiting Havana the last 30 years 
and through these decades have been 
chanting the praises of the pic- 
turesque singing and dancing of the 
vivacious Latins, There have al- 
ways been ‘Spanish dancers to en- 
tertain the American public and in 
my youth I applauded Carmencita, 
and later Otero, whose portraits are 
in my private collection of 10,500 
rare photos. 

Winter after winter in Cuba I 
used to delight in the distinctive en- 
tertainment afforded by Latin art- 
ists, but not until quite recently, as 
you indicate in your article, did the 
‘seneral public’ here develop a taste 
for the music and dances of Cuba 
and South America. The Mexicans 
got the start in the movies, with 
Ramon Navarro, Dolores Del Rio 
and Lupe Velez. But later came 
Cesar Romero, and now Desi Arnaz, 
poth from Cuba. 


1 know, from personal experience, | 


that many Latin visitors in New 


York resent the absurd inaccuracies | 


Hollywood movies, 
Argentine Way,’ in 
which gigolos are introduced and 
customs are burlesqued. South 
Americans have told me of their 
surprise and disgust. 

But, on the other hand, the Cubans, 
for instance, get a strange idea of 
‘Americans’ from many thousands of 
the ‘cruise passengers’ who spend 
most of their time in Havana getting 
drunk at Sloppy Joe’s; women, gen- 
erally the fattest ones, parading 
along the Prado, or through Parque 
Centrale, in pajamas or slacks. 

An interesting sidelight to the 
‘good neighbor policy,’ however, is 
illustrated in the fact that many of 
New York’s big hotels, the McAlpin, 
Pennsylvania, New Yorker, Commo- 
dore, Waldorf-Astoria, etc., now have 
Spanish-speaking employees, clerks, 
beliboys, etc., for the convenience of 
these visitors, many of whom are 
very rich and, before the war, used 
to spend much time and money in 
Paris and on the Riviera. 

Harold Seton. 


incorporated in 
such as ‘Down 


Transmitter Statistics 
Philadelphia. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your Philly correspondent was 
looking through the wrong end of his 
field glasses when he parked WDAS' 
transmitter 500 feet above sea level 
in the Oct. 30 issue, pages 35 and 36. 

Elevations on transmitters, accord- 
ing to Philadelphia Municipal Air- 
port maps, are: 
WCAU 589 feet 
WIBG 587 feet 
WPEN 456 feet 
KYW 425 feet 
WTEL 281 feet. 


WIP 370 feet 
WDAS 357 feet 
WHAT 340 feet 
WFIL 338 feet 


Rupe Werling, 
Production Manager, Station WIBG. 


Shakespeare, Fifth Columnist 
Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I don’t know whether Ripley ever 
has read any Shakespearian history 
or not—anyway, he hasn't so far dug 
up the facts connected with Bill 
Shakespeare as a Fifth Column 
plotter. However, he—and Varirety— 
are welcome to the story. 

The Earl of Essex was—as many 
know from plays about Elizabeth 
the aging monarch’s favorite. He 
was a pal, too, of the Earl of South- 
ampton, who was Shakespeare's 


patron—that is, he paid heavily for- 


the buttered dedications that the 


poet then handed out in return for 
cash of the realm. Yowt can read 
Shakespeare’s toady lines in the 


works. 

Well, when Essex was sent to Ire- 
land to put down rebellion he took 
along Southampton as an aide. Upon 
the return to London, the Bard's 
patron was deep in the plot against 
the queen that brought Essex to the 
block. 

Southampton had an extreme no- 
tion of the persuasive powers of the 
drama. He remembered Shakes- 
peare’s ‘Richard II,’ which had not 
been allowed to be printed because 
Elizabeth had been compared un- 
favorably to the deposed monarch. 
Essex had a resemblance to the suc- 
cessful usurper, Henry of Hereford. 

According to the story the play- 
ets wanted. pay because ‘Richard II 
was an old play, out of use.’ South- 
ampton gave them a few pounds, 
and being one of the share owners 
the company, Shakespeare came 
+ Pe the divvy. A patron was one 

ing to Bill, but he had his eyes 
on an estate in Stratford-on-Avon, 
= though he admired Essex, loved 

cuthampton, and was the one .con- 


| Columnist? 


temporary poet not to write any 
| mournful lines on Elizabeth’s death, 
| pence was pence and better in the 
pocket. 

At the order of the conspirators, 
‘Richard II’ was played in the day- 
time, as always, on Feb. 7, 1601. 
number of men meant to support 
Essex, as a successful rebel, were in- 
vited. 

That night, attended by Southamp- 
ton, a few friends, and a number of 
paid swashbucklers, the Earl of 
Essex tried to start an insurrection 
in the city of London, ‘raise the 
town,’ as the saying went in those 
days. Reports that huge throngs 
would rally to his cause proved un- 
true. The propaganda of Shakes- 
peare’s ‘Richard II was barren of ef- 
fect. The poet, as a Fifth Column 
aide, was a flop. 

Essex was tried for his life and 
went to the block. Francis Bacon, 
supposedly his close friend, spilled 
a lot of inside beans. If Bacon had 
written Shakespeare’s works here 
was the time for someone to expose 





him—at the trial—but no one spoke 
up. 
The Ear! of Southampton. was 


given a sentence of imprisonment for 
life, but not long afterward was re- 
leased from the Tower. The fate of 
the noblemen he admired has been 
s2zid to account for Shakespeare’s 
growing melancholy from that time 
on, and perhaps, too, he sorrowed 
that his own play hadn’t helped the 
cause against the so-called Virgin 
Queen. He had written for her that 
piece about Falstaff in love, ‘The 
Merry Wives of Windsor,’ but he 
liked best the great earls of the 
period, Essex, Pembroke and South- 
ampton, who were more free with 
golden gifts. 


Doesn't this bring the period back | and aboard the same liner was Irene | 


to us? And Ripley or not, not far 
from Stratford-on-Avon is the little 
town of Broadway; nearby is the 
village of Wickhampton; Penelope 
Washington lies buried in a church 
there, under a stone bearing the 
coat of arms of the stars and stripes. 
Penelope was a cousin of George 
Washington. And who'd have 
thought that anyone would go back 
and dig up Shakespeare as a Fifth 
But this is all true, and 
I thought it might amuse all save 
| your more historically minded read- 
ers, to whom it may not be news. 


John Wilstach. 


Big B’way B. O. 
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that a matinee on Armistice Day 
would draw. Only three perform- 
ances were given on that afternoon 
and before noon it was clear that all 
could have sold out three or four 
times. Matinees which cleaned 


‘Panama Hattie,’ 465th Street, and ‘It 
Happens on Ice,’ Center. Attendance 
was the reverse of election day 
afternoon, when theatres fared badly, 
Hollywood Plays Panned 

‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton, and ‘Quiet 
Please,’ Guild, both Hollywood plays 
which opened last week, drew ad- 
verse notices. Third piay with a 
similar locale, ‘Glamour Preferred,’ 
Booth, is the sole premiere this week. 
Next week the heralded “Twelfth 
Night’ (Helen Hayes-Maurice Evans) 
comes to the St. James and 
Fever’ bows in at the Mansfield. 

Election Was Bad 

Some ticket speculators were badly 
nicked by having batches of unsold 
tickets on their 
Night performances, 
of mistaken judgment or overconfi- 
dence. Better informed brokers, how- 
ever, avoided holding tickets 
celebrants and rid their racks by 
selling at reduced premiums or at 
boxoffice price. 


Specs Nicked 
The newer musicals fared very 
well, according to boxoffice state- 


ments, but tickets sold and not in the 
indicated that they | 


|doorman’s box 


;were still in possession of the agen- 
| cies. Radio and the difficulty of 


traveling through Times Square be- | 
cause of traffic regulations accounted | 


for the drop in ticket demand, Esti- 
|mated that there were 150 unsold 
tickets in the hands of specs for one 
popular show. 
Individual 


brokers were 
/ Theatres offices last week and asked 
| to pay their three cents per ticket 
‘levy. Coin has been owing the 
‘League since last March, when the 
nick was called off for the summer. 
‘Understood some ticket men paid 
|off, while the others said they were 
‘hard hit but promised to pay later. 
| Recently the League was asked to 


A | 


up | 
were ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden; | 


‘Horse | 


hands for Election | 
either because | 


sum- | 
moned to the League of New York | 


discontinue the ticket levy, but re- 
fused. Few agencies have paid since 
the code was declared extended for 
this season and the undercurrent 
among brokers is against kicking in. 
They say the state’s Mitchell law 
makes the managers-Equity code un- 
necessary. They also insist they can- 
| not afford the levy. 

| ‘ 


| 








Airlines 
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Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 


Auburn-Louisiana State 
This is not Louisiana’s year, while 


ithe Auburn Tigers have progressed 


| strongest teams 


do - you - feel - about - the - election 


; queries, 
| Bystanders later told of noting one 

| reporter suddenly turn to O’Keefe 

|} and question him when he was seen 
ready to get into Mrs. Roosevelt's 
private automobile. Then the ‘new’ 
| O'Keefe was revealed. 

‘How does it happen that you are 

|in the Democratic fold now?’ the re- 

' p&rter asked. 

‘Tell you exactly why,’ said the 
m.c. ‘The campaign is all over. The 
time has come to put an end to all 
| the friction, controversy and bitter 
| feeling. I was in Washington yes- 
_terday and I went to the White 
| House to offer my services to the 
|Government for nothing, if there’s 
| anything I can do to help out. This 

is a time for everyone to help.’ 


to address a luncheon at Radio City 
and award the Clifford Burke Har- 
mon aviation trophy to Jacqueline 
, Cochran. She told reporters that 


| she would begin a lecture tour on | 


| Monday (11) in Chicago. 
| Quiet 


Jesse Lasky flew in from the Coast 


| on American Airlines’ Mercury 
| Wednesday (6) to see the Friday 
| night (8) opening of ‘Quiet Please,’ 
which he co-produced with Henry 
| Duffy. Donald Woods, who has the 
lead in that show at the Guild the- 
|atre, stratolined in an hour later, 


' Rich, who finished a picture at 4:45 
|p. m. the day before in Hollywood 
/and ‘scrambled like mad’ to get the 
‘plane east to see her two-week-old 
| grandchild. 

Nancy Carroll arrived from Wash- 
ington, mum a clam about her 
business in Washington and her new 
show. There is a new show coming 
along, she admitted, but begged off 
jtelling its name. 


as 





Bills Next Week 
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} 
| 


| Skippy Little Marie Hollis 
Glamour Gis (6) Sammy Dibert Ore 
Lee Walters Orc Palm Beach 

Corktown Tavern | Charley Page 

Hal Heeney Six Jewel 

Ellen Kaye Jack & Thelma 
Frank Reynolds Carol Crane 
16 Vesters Micimael Paige Ore 
| Eddie Bratton Ore Carlos Vesta 
| Roberta Costello Huck’s Redford Inn 
~~ Frye Mac McGraw Orc 
i< rry Wrigl 
| ya dog Club Royale 
} 4 Mounties 

Hund's Don & S Jennings 

3 ola Timers Carl Lee 

Sun Valley Bob Evans 
Serenaders \ i Al 


London Chop House’) Roya : 
Tonia Statier Hotel 
Ruby Or . 
tb sh = E Madriguera Ore 
Mar-Jo George Ne tte 
i; Ray Patterson San Diego 
Ray Carlin Ore Carlos & Chita 
| Zill ¢ Ide Shay 
Morocco Bill & ; w 
| June Davies 
|} Jay Jason Gé@orge |! snell 
| Buddy la Bate Al Alexan@er Ore 
|} Four Chicagoettes i 
| Will Henderson Or: Verne's 
- Eddie Snyder 
| Nebiolo's Vicki & Kaye 
i Di Giovanni Burton s Birds 
| Jack & Polly Wally Joh] 
| Ryck & Kaye Harry Collet Ore 
| Patsy Mart Whittier Hotel 
|} Daniel Dew (Gold Cup Room) 
Leonard Seel Ore Vocalions (4) 


Northwood Inn Wonder Bar 


fos | 


Fred Stritt Ralph Rotgers Ore 
Wilfred Dubois 3 Lassies 
Berni & Jovanna Paddy La Bato 
CLEVELAND 
Alpine Village Hotel Hollenden 
Wh & Alvare 
Dias & Dianne ie 
Deane Janis 
Emil & Evelyn Pichage 
Bob Copfer : 2 - Ant 
; Carl Mue fa ei . 
Otto Thurn Orc ees Watkins O 
aliece 
College Inn Hotel Statler 
Hy Baron Or T ’ 1 Ore 
| 1 Sid & Val vies pn 
Eddie, Sid ¢ Josephine DelMa 
Freddie's Cafe Catalina Rolon 
|} Art Lackey Orc Jack & Eddie's 
Gloria Gayle 


Rubertino, Roberts 
Babe Sherman 
Ariene Rice Ore 
La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 


Lindsay’s Bar 


Burns & Wh 
Tip Top Gls 
Larks 


te 


| Renee 
Eddie Barnes 


| 
Gourmet Club 


| E Robinson Orc 
} Lee Bartell Rov Raysor 
| Four Bobbettes Judy Preston 


Pearl DeLucca 
Mound’s Club 


| Bill Lockman 
Hotel Allerton 





Grant Wilson \id Prussin Ore 
| Marilyn Maynard Regal Club 
| Hotel Carter Kozlick Ore 

4 i Pat Dennis 
rsatilians 
| Terentitane ;} Lamee Lane 


| Bob Opitz 

Hotel Cleveland 
| Paul Penéarvis Ore 
| Hotel Fenway Hall 


| Jim, June Gallagher 
' Rhythm Shorty 


Thirty-Seven Clob 


Niudja 
|Gene Erwin Ore Billy Carr 
Hotel Sterling |Frances Pau! 
2 Esquires Sonny Carroll 
Ja» Schwartz Rhythm Debs 


| undefeated 


to a point where they are one of the 
in the south, Au- 
burn should have no trouble. 
Boston College-Georgetown 
Here’s the game of the east. Both 
and both boast potent 


squads. Boston College has the bet- 


| ter reserve material, and therefore 


| 


; 


Mrs. Roosevelt had come to town! to know. 


| 
| 


| 
| 





} 


| Duke gets stronger from 
| week. 


must get the edge. 
Celumbia-Navy 

This is not one of Lou Little’s 
scoring machines. Navy has its best 
team in years. The Middies’ two- 
team system will exhaust and out- 
score the Lions. 

Dartmouth-Cornell 

Unless the field is two feet under 
water, or a train wreck derails the 
Cornell squad, this should be just 
another scoring orgy for the boys 
from Cayuga Lake. 

Georgia Tech-Alabama 

Whatever has become of Georgia 

Tech?—that’s what the south wants 


eleven, and it’ll continue to stay une 
beaten. 
Oklahoma- Missouri 
Missouri’s Paul Christman 
pass it to victory in an upset. 


should 


Penn-Army 
The soldiers have been threaten- 
ing for two weeks. Penn has had a 
letdown, but should bounce back for 
decisive victory. 
Penn State-NYU 
The Violets are weak. This is one 
of State’s strongest teams in years, 
and it should prove its superiority. 
Pittsburgh-Nebraska 
Pitt is unpredictable. The 
Nebraska Cornhuskers are unques- 
tionably a high-powered machine. 
| Nebraska gets the nod. 
Princeton-Yale 


On a dry day Princeton should go 
| to town. A rainstorm makes it a 
| tossup, but hoping for fair weather, 
we'll stick with the Tigers. 


| SMU-Arkansas 


| 
| 

















The Rambling Wreck! Arkansas is a weak sister. The 
Probable Football Wi 
(And Proper Odds) 

GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Pe ee ee rere rer eee a rer. 2-1 
Boston College-Georgetown........ RE 6” 7-5 
ee rn | er cxeetas» bivee . 9-5 
Dartmouth-Cornell ..... piesene eres EE. x ard Wiaeis a> Ge bk Kew - 4-3 
Georgia Tech-Alabama............: NN a/c :h iar dha ald’ P 25s se - 2-1 
Harvard-Brown ....... eeecceueree on, err rere . %F-5 
Holy Cross-Temple...... Ba ete ve eran EE. Gece Kens ees bakes - 8-5 
Illinois-Ohio State...... pA oS ah ge a ee 3-1 
Manhattan-Villanova ............. | eters tee ae OF Even 
Marquette-Michigan State..... - Milohigem Binte.......cc.00.. Bab 
Michigan-Northwestern . Yorthwestern » 1-2 
Minneésota-Purdue .......... |) ee 3-1 
North Carolina-Duke......... , EY sae cranial Wate e Sa nara wide se 3-1 
Notre Dame-Iowa........... » MOGPO POMS. .6i.c0608 3-1 
Oklahoma-Missouri .......... te 1-2 
POMR-ATING 5.226.605 005 vee cE be ROR Ce oes 3-1 
Penn State-New York U... pCR WEED, cinec fotees cwere ce 3-1 
Pittsburgh-Nebraska ¢ TORU nic ccetieswvewees - 12-5 
Princeton-Yale .......... SIO ota di cd tine ance Waalee 12-5 
Southern Mevhodist-Arkansa: SRE et ee eet J 7 
Str (s:4-Grezon State DE  c.c5. gaingeaauletcn . 12-5 
Syiacuse-Colgate ............ PA 5-8 
Texas A. & M.-Rice.......... jE Gs WO Bilan aa weiss ween’ - 3-1 
Texas Christian-Texas....... re re ee ee 7-5 
Tulane-Georgia Bide Miata Sab 0 Se eee, eee 12-5 
UCLA-Washington State...... ee ae eee - 8-5 
Washington-USC . Washington . 11-5 
Wisconsin-Indiana ........ SE. cade v oaGe ks 8-5 

Bex-ccore to Date: 
, Right, 122; Wrong, 43; Ties, 10; Pct., 733. 
(Ties not counted) 
should take another dive as ’Bama , Mustangs are the second strongest 


continues to flow. 
Harvard-Brown 


T’:. Brown Bears already consider 
this a successful year. Harvard 
wit > maj victory to its credit 
is de..nitely a November team that 
is ready te hit the victory cojumn. 

Holy Cross-Temple 

The Crusaders of Holy Cross are 
definitely in the doldrums. Temple 
is on the upbeat and should stay 
that way. 


Illinois-Ohio State 
Zuppke is still looking for his up- 
set of the year, but the Buckeyes 
have too much power and will not 
take the short end of it. 
Manhattan-Villanova 
Manhattan’s Jaspers scored many 
times against Marquette, but the vic- 
costly with two vital in- 
Villanova’s Wildcats are too 


topped. 


2€ St 


tory W 
juri 
many to | 

Marquette-Michigan State 


and Marquette 


fas 


ec 


A 
squad cannot hold it 
powerful Michigan State. 


“ . } 22 
ians § I 


1oulad WIN 


tired beaten 


S Own afainst 
The Spar- 
Zoing away. 
Michigan-Northwestern 
Michigan should have beaten Min- 
nesota, but Northwestern was in the 
same boat. Michigan ranks a two- 
to-one favorite, but this Northwest- 


ern club, with loads of dynamite, 
should upset Tommy Harmon and 
company. 


Minnesota-Purdue 
Purdue is only a fair ball club. 
Minnesota is above average and un- 
less it suffers from.a mental letdown 
heuld breeze home against the 
Boilermakers, 
North Carolina-Duke 
Carolina has hit its lowest ebb. 
week to 
The Duke Blue Devils again 
victorious. 
Notre Dame-lIowa 
Iowa cannot do the impossible. 


This is an .opportune Notre, Dame 


in the Southwest 
They'll win. 
Stanford-Oregon State 


aggr@gation 
ference. 


Con- 


This 


might be Stanford’s undoing, 
but if it can stay up there for an- 
other v the Indians will sneak 
into th2 Toast title. 
Syracuse-Colgate 
Here’s the annual dogfight of 


upper New York State, with the two 
teams evenly matched. Colgate’s 
double wing-back system is obsolete, 
and with no mistakes Syracuse 
should eke it out. 
Texas A, & M.-Rice 
The Texas Aggies are on their 
way to great heights. They’ll leave 
badly mangled Rice in their wake. 
Texas Christian-Texas 
Chri 


has 


tian a feeble offense 
while Texas will score often. 
Tulane-Georgia 
Georgia has been floundering 
while the Tulane Green Wave has 
finally found itself. Tulane on top. 
UCLA-Washington State 
State has petered out since its im- 
pressive opening. UCLA looking for 
its first conquest will finally turn 
the trick. 
Washington-Southern California 


USC just doesn’t have it this fall. 
The Washington Huskies haven't 
lived up to their pre-season possi- 


| bilities, but they have enough to 
take Southern California. 
Wisconsin-Indiana 

Indiana is improving with leaps 


and bounds, while Wisconsin has no 
running game and only a fair aerial 
offense. Indiana should knock off 
the Badgers. 





Bill Watters, New York p.a. whose 
‘Slap-Happy Lassie with a Stream- 
lined Chassis’ was recently published 
by Berlin, has three more, among 
them ‘Don’t Kid Yourself,’ tricky 
patriotic novelty. He collabs with 
Howard Steiner, - 
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From ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


MURRAY BAKER, Gen. Prof. Mgr. LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. 


FERRY-BOAT SERENADE 


By the Writers of ‘The Woodpecker Song” 


MAYBE 


By Allan Fiynn and Frank Madden 











From LEO FEIST, Inc. 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. LON MOONEY, Prof. Mgr. 


DREAM VALLEY 


Words and Music by Nick Kenny, Charles Kenny and Joe Burke 


OUR LOVE AFFAIR 


Words and Music by Arthur Freed and Roger Edens 
From M-G-M's Picture, “Strike Up The Band” 





From MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 
BEN GILBERT, Gen. Mgr. HERB REIS, Prof. Mgr. 


DOWN ARGENTINA WAY 
TWO DREAMS MET 


Both Songs by Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
from the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Down Argentine Way” 








THANKS --- To all those who made these six 


song hits possible, 


simultaneously. 
Sincerely, 












































